PIJKFACE 


As uttempi baH been nuide in this volume to give an 
iiit i‘4»iuetHry aeecmnt of the present state of the sciciiee of 
istiotioiny, Hie aim lias been to ])resent the subject so 
that it sliall he easily comprehended by the student without 
muthen tttieal or extensivi* scientilie. training, and so that 
ha mays^olituin from it not only some knowledge of scientifie 
aeJiieveiiicnts, but also something of the spirit which in- 
spirits snienti tic work. Numerous brief luslmical refcrein^es 
havo iKsim intr<Hluet*d to show hy what steps the marvelous 
raHuhHi|f asirtmmnieal investigations have betm reaiiied. 

The valm* of the ^Mahoratory method'’ in scieiuje is uui- 
vamilhdrt‘e<»gnizeiL The intimate knowledge which it re- 
tjuires gives a subject a reality that cun be obtained in no 
tilher \\m\ and it is the method which often develops in the 
stmlent 1 <leep love for nature. Every one who is familiar 
with th4 planets and brighter stars looks with delight up 
into a evening sky. To secure for the student the 

’vHiitaifc and pleasure of this lirst-lmml knowledge, a 
jliptef tui the constellations has been introduced almost 
ilm Isiginniiig. Numerous suggestions and exercises for 
ioUH^ both with and witlumt a ttdescope, 
linva given. It is intended that tlie sindeni sliall 
hfigiii to \ci|uire an uc^juaintuiit^e with t!ie heavens vtuy 
mrlj III bis study of t!ie sulijeid, and that ha shall keep up 
liii obiWl^futions until it is linished; it is even hoped that> 
Ids HubsiSjueiH interests may be, a cloudless sky 
ftiwir fully lose its tdmrm fm* him. 
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One ofllic chief misena why the ‘Oahoral..i-y iiiotho.!’’ is 
valuable is that it re<iuivcs the active atUHule el the iiuiitl 
rather thiur the passive. Kertuuatcly, this mental atti um* 
is not necessarily limited to these activities m wlneh uh- 
servatioiiiil or experimental data are being tmu.d. i he 
mind is (luiie as active in seeking out the relations auiung 
facts and ill deriving general theories from them. 
quently, in expounding the vast mass of material which the 
student co-ulcl not verify if he should devote his wiiole life 
to astroiioimj', yet which is necessary for his uuderstanduig 
of the subject, the delihoratc plan has been to explain the 
facts of observation in connection with the theone.s which 
astronomers have built upon them. For ■example, in Wu* 
cliaptcr on the motions of the earth, the various lacls which 
prove tJie liulioceiitric theory are given senuentiull.v,^ while 
in a catalogue of astroiiomieal data, arranged according to 
the luetlKxis of making observations, they would he widely 
separated The danger of overestimating lh« value of 
theories is avoided by the numerous exa!nple.s where they 
have beea itbaiuloued or inoclilied a-s a result td new mmf- 
vatioiial data, or of a more critical analysis of the old. 

Finally, the aim has lieeu to give the student a well’ 
balanced concejition of the astronomy ol the present day. 
It is deisircd that it shall heeoine, an apjinH-iahie part of h» 
mentsil pic dure of the geiuu'al universe, vvliieh strongly colora 
all his opinions oven though he is not aware, ot the fact. 
When «'»nsidered in relation to its intluenee upon the gen- 
c‘Pal intfllleotunl hori'/.on, astronomy has elaims which ar® 
second to tlnwe of no other schniee ; and plain »iuly demaada 
that ill iiutlining courses of study these elaims shall not be 

The aiitlior desires to e.xpress Ids appreeiatioii of the Ultw* 
-ativB nuikirial so generously furnished, partie-ularly by the 
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IJck and Yorkos observatories. Professor G. W. Myers 
has offered many valualdc criticisms and suggestions on a 
large part of the manuscript, and Messrs. W. 1). McMillan 
and E. •!. ^Moulton have been of great assistance in reading 
the proofs. I'he author desires to express bis sincere 
thanks for this efficient assistance. 

F. R. MOULTON. 


Thk Univkrsity Chicago, 
March 24, VMj, 
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CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY OUTLINE 

1. Object of a Preliminary Outline. — The greatest benefit 
is derived from the study of the details of a science when 
the relations which they have to the subject as a whole are 
known. It is always found that the chief difficulty in get- 
ting a thorough understanding of a scientific subject con- 
sists in obtaining a satisfactory appreciation of the bearings 
of isolated facts upon the general theories to which they are 
related. After the whole science has been gone over, a 
review gives a good opportunity for bringing out the essential 
interrelations, and this is one of the main reasons why a final 
recapitulation of important data and fundamental principles 
is oftentimes so valuable. But the same ends may be attained 
to a considerable extent from a preliminary outline of the 
scope of the science in question, the methods of investigation 
employed in it, the results of the observations and experiments 
which have been made, and the theories which flow from them. 
For this reason a very brief discussion of the scientific method 
and an outline of the science of astronomy will be given at 
once. 

2. Astronomy as a Science. — Astronomy is the science 
which treats of the positions, motions, shapes, sizes, masses, 
physical conditions, and evolutions of all the heavenly 
bodies. It is a science, for the facts which have been acquired 
by observations and experiments are classified on the basis of 
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tlicir esHentiul rolations to each oth(*r and to tlia facts and 
pviudjiles of other sciences, it is this which makes the 
subject valualde. 

The fact that astronomy is a science implies f liat there are 
astronomical theories, oi‘ din-tniwH, jfivin}^ unity to the ^Teat 
variety of data upon which they depimd. It is found upon 
1‘eflection that, although theories must he based tipon the 
facts obtained by observation, they are not less important 
and interesting than the facts themselves. Indeed, facts of 
observation attain their full importance and interest only 
when their bearings upon the theories are understood. Tims, 
somethings will be discussed which wtmld he trivial and out 
of place if they were not of assistance in proving some of the 
most fundamental and far-reaching theories in astronomy. 
Consequently, since astronomy is a science, it is not sutli<‘iout 
to regard it as a catalogue of facts, 'fhe signilicanee of the 
facts must be given a prominent place. When considered 
in this way they possess the highest interest and are easily 
retained. 

Notwithstanding the importance and necessity of cemsider- 
ing data in connection with the general principles and theories 
to which they are related, there is a danger which always 
threatens. It is that a theory may become a hobby, and that 
it may induce a false intei’pretation of facts, 'rhe scientist 
must be absolutely honest in his work, and he innst use every 
means to keep himself from being prejudiced. A very 
effective way of guarding against prejudices Is to consider 
alternative hypotheses simultaneously. I’his method of 
always keeping in mind various possibilities undoubtedly 
has been followed more or less consciously by all the great 
discoverers. 

3. Inductive and Deductive Methods of Investigation. — 
Methods of scientific investigation are of two kinds, the 
inductive and the deductive. The inductive method consists 
in drawing somewhat general conclusions from a large num- 
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ber of separate facts established by observation or experiment. 
For example, it was found by experiment something over a 
century ago that when two elements unite chemically, they 
invariably unite in definite proportions. It was inferred 
from this, as an induction, that the elements are composed of 
ultimate small particles, called atoms^ which are not divided 
by chemical processes ; that two kinds of atoms unite with 
each other in a perfectly definite way ; and that, therefore, 
any two elements will always unite in a perfectly definite 
proportion which need be determined but once. This induc- 
tion has played an important role in the splendid achieve- 
ments in the science of chemistry. 

There is an obvious chance for error in the method of 
induction, because the conclusions reached are broader than 
the data upon which they are based. Thus, it has been 
found recently that atoms are highly complicated bodies 
instead of being ultimate small particles, and that they are 
divisible under proper conditions. And there is a long array 
of scientific theories which new facts, furnished by observa- 
tion, have shown to be partially incorrect or imperfect in- 
ductions. This does not mean that the inductive method 
should be abandoned. The method is, on the contrary, 
absolutely essential for the development of science. The 
point to be acquired here is that the method of induc- 
tion has a possible weakness, and that the results obtained 
by it should be continually tested by observations and 
experiments. 

The deductive method consists in deriving particular results 
in special cases from general principles which are known, or 
are assumed, to be correct. If the logical processes agree 
with the relations in the physical world, the only chance 
of error lies in the fundamental assumptions or premises. 
This is a very real and dangerous source of erroi*, for 
it is so liable to be overlooked, particularly if the reasoning 
has been made in mathematical terms. The deductive 
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mathematical itart is sehlcuii open to (piestioii. !»iit this in no 
way insures tin* eorreetness of the premises ( iiifluetioiis) 
upon which it is based. 'I'hc only safe inctluHl is t(» com- 
pare carefully and unccasiUKdi the results of dcdtiction with 
actual phonumenu. 'Fhcir a.ifrccincnt vcrilii-s ami iiicrciises 
conlidence in the gemu-al principles from which they were 
deduced; their disagreement ofteti effectively and ipiickly 
discloses errors. 

4. The Steps of Scientific Inquiry. — Astronomy, as well 
as every other natural science, is partly inductive and partly 
deductive. In its very beginning it consistinl of the non- 
correlated facts of common observation, 'rheii followed a 
period of inductions in which many of the conclusions were 
incorrect. After a consulcrablc body of inductions had been 
made, it became partly deductive and imithematicid. 'I’lie 
most important basis of deduction 1ms la-cn the Newtonian 
law of gravitation. In the hands <d’ mathemulicians it has 
been an instrument for making investigations of the most 
far-reaching character; the results obtaimsl from it have 
very often directed and anticipated observations, and their 
subsequent verification has established if.s correetne.s.s with a 
certainty that is not equaled in the ease of any other prin- 
ciple. For example, without going laiyond the walls of 
his studyf, Newton proved from the laws of motion and the 
law of gravitation that the earth is bnlgetl at the equator. 
It was sixty years before this fact was verifiunl by the actual 
observations, which cost |«mrneys of thousands of miles and 
several years of tim| (Arts^b and Off). 

The steps of scientific inquiry are, therefore, {ibseiwations 
and experimente, induflitions, deductions, and verifieatiou of 
► deductions by more observations and experiments. As a 
scienoe is developed the detluctive work relatively increa^s, 
but never becomes sufficient alone. Among tlie natural 
sciences astronomy is preeminently deductive; this is due 
partly to its relatively great age and partly to its nature. 
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5. The Divisions of Astronomy. — J ust as the whole field of 
natural science is divided into a large number of separate 
sciences, so each separate science gradually becomes divided 
into a number of parts which are f^airly distinct. They are 
generally distinguished by the methods of investigation 
which are employed in them, and in an old science like 
astronomy a single person rarely makes important discov- 
eries in more than one division. It is not because the pos- 
sibility of making discoveries becomes exhausted, for as the 
circle of the known grows larger the circumference of the 
unknown which surrounds it correspondingly increases, but 
it is because the methods of making them become more and 
more specialized and distinct. 

Astronomy has gradually become separated into the follow- 
ing divisions : Descriptive Astronomy, Practical Astronomy, 
Theoretical Astronomy, Celestial Mechanics, and Astro- 
physics. Some of these have several subdivisions, as will 
be found when they are described more in detail. To these 
should be added some of the arts which are of great im- 
portance to the science, such as instrument making and 
mounting. 

A specialist in any one of the divisions of astronomy 
should be familiar with the problems and conclusions of all 
the others in order to appreciate fully the points of contact 
of his own work. This is especially true at the present 
time, for astronomers were never before face to face with so 
many problems demanding solution. On the other hazid, 
there was never a time when so many difcoveries were being 
made as now. When it is said that the present progress is 
faster than ever before, it is not meant that principles of im- 
mense importance, like the law of gravitation, are being - 
established every little while. Sucli an achievement is the 
culmination of a long period of progress, just as the sud- 
den view of a lofty plateau follows a long and toilsome 
ascent. 
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CHAPTER I 
PRELIMINARY OUTLINE 

1. Object of a Preliminary Outline. — The greatest benefit 
is derived from the study of the details of a science when 
the relations which they have to the subject as a whole are 
known. It is always found that the chief difficulty in get- 
ting a thorough understanding of a scientific subject con- 
sists in obtaining a satisfactory appreciation of the bearings 
of isolated facts upon the general theories to which they are 
related. • xAfter the whole science has been gone over, a 
review gives a good opportunity for bringing out the essential 
interrelations, and this is one of the main reasons why a final 
recapitulation of important data and fundamental principles 
is oftentimes so valuable. But the same ends may be attained 
to a considerable extent from a preliminary outline of the 
scope of the science in question, the methods of investigation 
employed in it, the results of the observations and experiments 
which have been made, and the theories which flow from them. 
For this reason a very brief discussion of the scientific method 
and an outline of the science of astronomy will be given at 
once. 

2. Astronomy as a Science. — Astronomy is the science 
which treats of the positions, motions, shapes, sizes, masses, 
physical conditions, and evolutions of all the heavenly 
bodies. It is a aoience^ for the facts which have been acquired 
by observations and experiments are classified on the basis of 
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their esHBiitiiil relations to eanh otluT and to the facts and 
principles of other scieuces. It is tiiis which makes the 
subject valuable. 

The fact that astronomy is a science implies that there are 
astronomical theories, or dei't/aVo's, .tfivino unity to the j»reat 
variety of data upon which they clepend. It is found upon 
reflection that, altlujugli theories must be bastal upon the 
facts obtained by observation, they are not less important 
and interesting than the facts theniHel\<!s. Indecil, fuels of 
observation attain their full importance and intc-rest only 
when their bearings upon the theories are understoofl, Tims, 
somethings will be discussed which would be trivial and out 
of place if they were not of assistance in proving some of the 
most fundamental and far-reaching theories in astronomy. 
Consequently, since astronomy is a scituuu!, it is not suflicient 
to regard it as a catalogue of fa<'ts. Tlu* signilicamic of the 
facts must be given a prominent placet. When considered 
in this way they possess the highest interest ami arc easily 
retained. 

Notwithstanding the importance and necessity of cotmider- 
ing data in connection with the general principles ami theories 
to which they are related, there is a danger which always 
threatens. It is that a theory may become a hobby, and that 
it may induce a false interpretation of facts. I'he scientist 
must be absolutely honest in his work, and he must use every 
means to keep himself from being prejudiced. A very 
effective way of guarding against prejudices is to consider 
alternative hypotheses simultaneously. 'rhi.s method of 
always keeping in mind various possibilities undoubtedly 
has been followed more or loss consciously hy all the great 
discoverers. 

3. Inductive and Deductive Methods of Investigation. — ■ 
Methods of scientific investigation are of two kinds, the 
inductive and the dedtietwe. The inductive method consists 
in drawing somewhat general conclusions from a large num- 
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ber of separate facts established by observation or experiment. 
For example, it was found by experiment something over a 
century ago that when two elements unite chemically, they 
invariably unite in definite proportions. It was inferred 
from this, as an induction, that the elements are composed of 
ultimate small particles, called atoms^ which are not divided 
by chemical processes ; that two kinds of atoms unite with 
each other in a perfectly definite way ; and that, therefore, 
ant/ two elements will always unite in a perfectly definite 
proportion which need be determined but once. This induc- 
tion has played an important role in the splendid achieve- 
ments in the science of chemistry. 

There is an obvious chance for error in the method of 
induction, because the conclusions reached are broader than 
the data upon which they are based. Thus, it has been 
found recently that atoms are highly complicated bodies 
instead of being ultimate small particles, and that they are 
divisible under proper conditions. And there is a long array 
of scientific theories which new facts, furnished by observa- 
tion, have shown to be partially incorrect or imperfect in- 
ductions. This does not mean that the inductive method 
should be abandoned. The method is, on the contrary, 
absolutely essential for the development of science. The 
point to be acquired here is that the method of induc- 
tion has a possible weakness, and that the results obtained 
by it should be continually tested by observations and 
experiments. 

The deductive method consists in deriving particular results 
in special cases from general principles which are known, or 
are assumed, to be correct. If the logical processes agree 
with the relations in the physical world, the only chance 
of error lies in the fundamental assumptions or premises. 
This is a very real and dangerous source of error, for 
it is so liable to be overlooked, particularly if the reasoning 
has been made in mathematical terms. The deductive 
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mathematical part is seldom oj)eu to <tucstioii, but this iu no 
way insures the correctness of the premises (inductions) 
upon which it is based. Tiie only safe method is to com- 
pare carefully and unceasingly tlie results of deduction with 
actual phenomena. Their agreement verifies and inei-eases 
confidence in the general principles from which they were 
deduced; their disagi'eeraent often effectively and quickly 
discloses errors. 

4. The Steps of Scientific Inquiry. — Astronomy, as well 
as every other natural science, is partly inductive and partly 
deductive. In its very beginning it consisted of the non- 
correlated facts of common observation. Then followed a 
period of inductions in which many of the conclusions were 
incorrect. After a considerable body of inductions had been 
made, it became partly deductive and mathematical. The 
most important basis of deduction has been the Newtonian 
law of gravitation. In the hands of mathematicians it has 
been an instrument for making investigations of the most 
far-reaching character; the results obtained from it have 
very often directed and anticipated observations, and their 
subsequent verification has established its correctness with a 
certainty that is not equaled in the case of any other prin- 
ciple. For example, without going beyond the walls of 
his study, Newton proved from the laws of motion and the 
law of gravitation that the earth is bulged at the equator. 
It was sixty years before this fact was verified by the actual 
observations, which eo.st jaiurnej's of thousands of miles and 
several years of tim§ (Arts^SS and 96). 

The steps of scientific inquiry are, therefore, observations 
and experiments, induations, deductions, and verification of 
deductions by more observations and experiments. As a 
science is developed the deductive work relatively increases, 
but never becomes sufficient alone. Among tlie natural 
sciences astronomy is preeminently deductive; this is due 
partly to its relatively great age and partly to its nature. 
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5. The Divisions of Astronomy. — Just as the whole field of 
natural science is divided into a large number of separate 
sciences, so each separate science gradually becomes divided 
into a number of parts which are fairly distinct. They are 
generally distinguished by the methods of investigation 
which are employed in them, and in an old science like 
astronomy a single person rarely makes important discov- 
eries in more than one division. It is not because the pos- 
sibility of making discoveries becomes exhausted, for as the 
circle of the known grows larger the circumference of the 
unknown which surrounds it correspondingly increases, but 
it is because the methods of making them become more and 
more specialized and distinct. 

Astronomy has gradually become separated into the follow- 
ing divisions : Descriptive Astronomy, Practical Astronomy, 
Theoretical Astronomy, Celestial Mechanics, and Astro- 
physics. Some of these have several subdivisions, as will 
be found when they are described more in detail. To these 
should be added some of the arts which are of great im- 
portance to the science, such as instrument making and 
mounting. 

A specialist in any one of the divisions of astronomy 
should be familiar with the problems and conclusions of all 
the others in order to appreciate fully the points of contact 
of his own work. This is especially true at the present 
time, for astronomers were never before face to face with so 
many problems demanding solution. On the other hand, 
there was never a time when so many difcoveries were being 
made as now. When it is said that the present progress is 
faster than ever before, it is not meant that principles of im- 
mense importance, like the law of gravitation, are being 
established every little while. Such an achievement is the 
culmination of a long period of . progress, just as the sud- 
den view of a lofty plateau follows a long and toilsome 
ascent. 
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6. Descriptive Astronomy. — As tlio iiuiiu! implies, descrip- 
tive astrojiomy consists of a popular slatemenl of the methods, 
facts, and theories of tlie wimle science. It is that which is 
given in elementary astronomitiul text-books, and is gener- 
ally all that is acquired by those who are not, profe.ssional 
astronomers. It is also developed somewhat less systemati- 
cally by public lectures, magazine articles, and journals of 
popular astronomy. It is worthy of the warmest supjtort, 
for it lays open, to the cultured public a broad tiehl of ideas 
in which many minds lind the rarest d(;lights. It is charac- 
teristic of modern life that its iutellectual treasures are scat- 
tered as widely as possible, instead of being hoarded by the 
few as was done in antiquity- 

7. Practical Astronomy. — Practical astronomy treats of 
the adjustment and manipulation of aslronomieul instru- 
ments, the methods of observation, and the processes by 
which the facts are obtained from them. It is composed 
of several quite distinct parts, dcpenditig tqmn the purposes 
for which the observations are made. The primnpal ones 
are: (1) the determination of the positions of the stars; 
(2) the measurement of the dimensions and the study of 
the markings of the moon, sun, and planets; (:?) tlie search 
for comets and nebulas ; (4) the search for and measnrement 
of double stars ; (5) the memsurement of the brightness of 
stars, particularly those which are variable ; anti (d) photo- 
grai)hic work. 

(1) The determination of the positions of the heavenly 
bodies is a work o^the highest importance. To show that 
this is so it is only necessary to point out that it is from 
observations of the positions of the heavenly bodies that 
their motions are found, and that it is from their motions 
that their masses, the law of gravitation, and imich of the 
philosophy of astronomy are derived. 

The stars are the basis of reference of position, and it was 
supposed in ancient times that they were absolutely fixed 



jpreliminauy outline 


7 


with respect to each other. In the year 134 b.o. a bright star, 
visible even in the daytime, suddenly appeared where none 
previously had been known, and this stimulated the astron- 
omer Hipparchus (about 180-110 b.c.), to make a cata- 
logue o£ all the stars he could easily see, 1080 in number. 
Since the invention of the telescope the possibilities in this 
line have been enormously increased. The instrument which 
has been almost universally used is a small telescope deli- 
cately mounted so as to turn in the plane of the meridian. 
The observations are excessively laborious and entirely de- 
void of anything bordering on the sensational. The most 
extensive piece pf work carried out by a single observer is 
Argelander’s catalogue of 324,198 stars in the northern 
hemisphere. About fifteen years ago a plan was developed 
by international cooperation for obtaining a more exhaustive 
catalogue of the whole sky by photographic processes. 

The theory of making and reducing observations was revo- 
lutionized by the great German astronomer Bessel (1784- 
1846), who is known as the father of modern practical 
astronomy. 

(2) The study of the moon, sun, and planets has been 
carried on with large telescopes, which are mounted so that 
they may be readily pointed to any part of the sky. By 
their aid nearly all that is known about the moon and the 
planets has been discovered. In the case of the sun the 
spectroscope has been of relatively greater value. 

(3) In the search for comets a comparatively small tele- 
scope, with low magnifying power, mounted so that it may 
be pointed at any part of the sky, is used. As only four or 
five comets are discovered yearly, the amount of labor that 
may be expended without results is easily imagined. 

(4) The search for, and measurement of, double stars is 
made with a large telescope and high magnifying power. A 
great amount of time has been spent in this work, and results 
of much interest have been obtained. For example, the mo- 
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JfiG. 1. — Tht! Great 3«Mucli I’clescoiw of the Uuk Olraervatory. 

tions of double stars make it practically certain that the law 
of gravitation holds true in every part of the visible universe. 
The double stars are the only ones, except the sun, whose 
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Flo. 2. — Star Cloud in Sobleski’s Shield (Milky Way). Photographed hy Barnard. 

masses can be determined, and from the study of them it has 
been found that the sun is greatly surpassed in size and 
splendor by some of the other stax’s. 
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(5) The tneasurement of the brightness of stars, or, pho- 
tometrie work, has received relatively little attention from 
astronomers, but it is rapidly increasing in importance. 
Among the problems which lie in this province are the in- 
terpretations of the strange phenomena of tlie various types 
of variable stars. The results already obtained show, for 

example, that there 



are many cases in 
which a dark sun and 
a bright sun revolve 
around tlieir center 
of gravity. 

(6) Astronomical 
photographic work 
on any considerable 
scale is very recent. 
Star prints were se- 
cured at the Harvard 
College Observatory 
in 1850, and Draper 
obtained a most ex- 
cellent picture of the 
moon in 1863; but 
it is only since the 
advent of the dry- 
plate processes, in the 
seventies, that astro- 
nomical photography 


has made its rapid advances. Its uses are very *.a’V'rous, 
and for some purposes it has superseded the oca. It has 
made possible many of the more delicate spectroscopic in- 
vestigations. Likewise it is particularly valuable where 
the object to be observed is of large apparent angular dimen- 
sions or faint. By the cumulative effects of long exi>o- 
sur®, light which is so feeble that it leaves no sensible 
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impression on the retina of the eye will write the image 
of its source on the photographic plate. Objects in these 
classes are faint comets, faint nebulas, and faint stars. Pho- 
tography shows, by counting the number of stars obtained 
in sample regions, that there are probably more than one 
hundred millions of these bodies. 

Photography is also very useful in obtaining permanent 
records, all on the same scale, of objects which can be equally 
well viewed directly. Pictures of the moon fall in this class. 
Up to the present time it fails in showing fine markings on 
the planets, in the measurement of close double stars, and in 
general where high magnifying powers are required. 

8. Theoretical Astronomy. — Theoretical astronomy treats 
of the computations of orbits from a sufficient number of 
observations, the computation of apparent positions, or ephe-- 
merides, of bodies whose orbits are known, the corrections of 
approximate orbits, and the computation of the effects of 
distui’bing forces. Considerable mathematics is involved in 
this division of the science, but more stress is laid upon the 
methods and results of computation. Much of the work is 
very tedious, and it is largely carried out under the direction 
of the governments of the prominent countries, which publish 
annual ephemerides of the moon, sun, planets, and the phe- 
nomena of eclipses, etc.^ 

9. Celestial Mechanics. — When a science reaches such a 
high state of development that the laws connecting its phe- 
nomena are known, it becomes more largely deductive. 
When these laws and all the phenomena at one epoch are 
known, a knowledge of the phenomena of any past or future 
time can be obtained, provided sufficiently powerful deduc- 
tive processes are available. For example, if the position 
and velocity of a falling body at a certain instant are given, 

1 Every school should have the current copy of the “ American Ephemeris 
and Nautical Almanac,” which can he obtained from Washington for one 
dollar. 
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it is possible to delenninc its position and velocity at any 
time before it strikes some obstacle, l<n‘ tin; laws of^its motion 
are simple and the necessary data ai’t! known, but, on the 
other hand, if the seed of an entirely strange plant were 
o-iven, it would not be possible to tell the color ol the flower 
?t would produce, for the laws of its development would 

be largely unknown, 
and the necessary 
data could not be de- 
termined ; and even 
if the laws and the 
data wore known, 
the necessary deduc- 
tive processes for 
deriving the conse- 
quences which fol- 
low from them would 
be lacking. 

More than two 
centuri<'s ago New- 
ton formulated the 
laws which describe 
the way in which 
all unite rial bodies 
move. On the basis 
of these laws he 
proved that the sun, 
Fig. 4. -Sir Isaac Newton. moon, and idivnets 


interact on each other according to the law ol gravitation. 
When the positions, velocities, masses, 8hape.s, and tumen- 
sions of these bodies are known at any epoch, the deter- 
mination of their positions, velocities, anil sliapos at ai^ 
other time is simply a question of mathemHtif.s. Mwch profr 
lems as these constitute the field of edettial meehmwB. Its 
development started with Newton, and it has been cultivated 
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with increasing zeal np to the present time. Most of the 
problems of immediate interest in the solar system have been 
solved, principally by methods of approximation, but there 
are whole domains as yet entirely unexplored. The unsolved 
problems are being conquered simultaneously with the devel- 
opment of mathematics. 

One of the ultimate aims of all work in astronomy is to 
discover the general laws in accordance with which phe- 
nomena succeed each other, and in this quest the researches 
in celestial mechanics are of a twofold value. In the first 
place, they furnish nearly all the predictions that can be 
made ; and in the second place, they constitute essential and 
very important steps in the verification of general principles 
obtained by induction. 

One of the most remarkable examples of the efficiency of 
general principles in leading by mathematical processes to 
important results is the discovery of th6 planet Neptune. 
From certain very small, hitherto unexplained, peculiarities in 
the motion of the planet Uranus, Adams and Leverrier showed 
almost simultaneously by profound and laborious processes 
that an unknown planet existed in a certain part of the 
sky. Under the direction of theory Galle found the new 
planet within half an hour. This signal triumph of predic- 
tion from theory is almost without a parallel in any other 
science (Art. 285). 

The methods of celestial mechanics treat also many ques- 
tions where the influences at work are so feeble that their 
results do not become sensible in the time covered by ob- 
servations. For example, Darwin has shown that most in- 
teresting results flow from the tidal interactions of the earth 
and moon, and of non-rigid bodies in general. 

The methods of celestial mechanics are also very impor- 
tant, for they lead to results which never can be reached by 
direct observation. Thus, it has been shown by tidal, pre- 
cessional, and rotational phenomena that the interior of the 
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earth is on the average a very rigid solid, a far-r(}a(diing re- 
sult which is evidently incapable of direct verilication* 

10, Astrophysics. — The si)ectrosco 2 )e, which is ilm cliief 
instrument of astrojdiysical research, has been in active use 
in astronomy less than lifty years, yet its contributions to 
knowledge have been truly amazing. Tiie results wliich it 
has furnished are the more 2 )re(dous, for they cannot be 
obtained in any other way; and, indeed, until after the 
application of this instrument to astronomical investigations, 
no one had the boldness to hope that the regions which it 
has revealed would ever be accessible to us. It furuislies 
us with no less marvelous information than tlie chemical 
constitution of the sun, and of stars so remote that it takes 
their light many years to come to us ; it distinguislies for 
us luminous gaseous bodies from tliose which are solid or 
liquid; it tells us much of their tcini)erature and physical 
condition; and it gives us the means of detcruuning tlie rate 
at which w^e are relatively a 2 )proacliiug toward, or are retjcd- 
ing from, them. Its ai^jilication to astronomical pr<»I>lenis 
has been only begun, and no one can i^redict what the future 
developments will be. 

The instruments employed in astrophysical researches are 
entirely different from those used in other classes of investi- 
gations. They are of the most delicate ty 2 )e, and no one but 
a specialist can manijnilate them so as to secure valuable 
results. The interpretation of their revelations depends 
very largely upon jdiysical and chemical experiments which 
they oftentimes suggest. A well-equipped modern astro- 
nomical observatory contains a physical and <diemieal lah- 
ox'atory ; and it is here, where three sciences unites that the 
essential unity of the visible universe, notwithstanding its 
great diversities, is demonstrated. These inv<*stigatiaim 
have become such an important part (ff pracdicul astronomy 
that this branch of the subject has been given the name 
mtTophymm. 
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11. Astronomical Doctrine. — The labors of astronomers 
have resulted in the accumulation of a large number of facts 
and established theories which will be called astronomical 
doctrine. In this preliminary outline only enough of a 
glimpse can be given of the wealth of tlie material which 
is to be unfolded to assist one in properly recognizing the 
application, and estimating the value, of the separate facts. 

12. Motions of Planets. — The earth is nearly round, ro- 
tates on its axis once in a day, and revolves around the sun 
once in a year. The orbit in which it moves is an ellipse 
with the sun at one of its foci, and the motion is such that 
the line joining the earth and the sun sweeps over equal 
areas in equal times. The motions of the seven other 
planets, except for their different periods, are similar. It 
was from these facts that Newton derived the law of gravi- 
tation. 

According to the law of gravitation, every particle attracts 
every other particle with a force which is proportional to 
the product of their masses and inversely proportional to 
the square of their distance apart. No law has had more 
ample verification than this has in the solar system, and 
there are excellent reasons for believing that it holds true 
throughout the visible universe. The law states how gravi- 
tation acts, but there is no generally accepted theory respect- 
ing its nature. The proof of this law and the deduction of 
a large number of its consequences make the name of Newton 
immortal. The law of gravitation is involved in every mass 
and motion, and every phenomenon depending upon mass and 
motion, and if it should ever be shown that it is seriously in 
error, which is very unlikely, the greater part of the edifice 
of astronomical and physical theory would fall with it. 

13. The Sun. —The sun is a vast, intensely hot globe 
Avhich is gaseous in its exterior parts, and probably fluid, vis- 
cous, or possibly solid, in its deep interior. It is surrounded 
by an enormous envelope of gaseous material. It rotates on 
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its axis in the same direction that the planets move in their 
orbits. The spectroscope shows that its lower atmosphere 
contains the vapor of iron, calcium, sodium, and more than 
thirty other terrestrial elements, mostly metals, ihis fact 
and the appearance of the planets strongly suggest a common 
origin of all the members of the solar system. 

The sun is losing enormous amounts ot eneigy by the 
radiation of heat and light, which in the course of millions 
of years will become exhausted, however great may be its 
actual and potential store. Its temperature is kept up, at 
least partly, by its shrinking, due to the mutual attraction 
of its parts, the energy of po.sition being transformed into 
the energy of molecular motion, that is, into heat. This 
points to the conclusion that in past times it had vastly 
greater dimensions than it has at present. 

14. The Stars. — T'he stars are suns which are so remote 
that they appear to be very small, and that their motions 

produce only very slight 

changes 

directions. 

known 

far 

the nearly 

the 

mensely farther away, 
most takes the light 

centuries 

them to although it 

els the 
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FK,.6.--G»eat star Cluster in Hercules. 
jphotogruphed with the Cromley Reflector wluch can be seen are spreau 
at the Lich Observatory. g, gort of disk, or per- 


haps in a series of vast streams of stars, in the iilane of 
the Milky Way. They axe moving in all directions, some- 
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times at the rate of more than one hundred miles per second. 
The spectroscope shows that they generally contain familiar 
elements. The stars do not always occur singly like our sun, 
but frequently in pairs and greater numbers, and sometimes 
in dense clusters made up of thousands of separate bodies. 
The masses of the few which have been determined are com- 
parable to that of the sun, some being greater and others 
smaller. There are many stars of unknown masses which 
radiate hundreds of times as much light as the sun. 



Fig. 6. — Spiral Nebula. M. 33. Photographed, hy Keeler with 
the (Jroeeley Reflector at the Lick Observatory. 


15. Nebulas. — There are vast gaseous masses called nebu- 
las scattered through the sky, their volumes being millions 
of times greater than those of the stars. They present the 
most varied forms, some surrounding stars like exaggerated 
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Fra. 7. —Nebula in Oygnua. Photoffrapheii bp RUahey miih the S-fwt Rejleetot 
at the YerUe^ Obrnwntory* 
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atmospheres, others being wound out in great spirals, others 
faint and diffuse and widely scattered, and others long, 
scraggy streaks. 

16. Evolution in Astronomy. — It is believed that the solar 
system has developed out of a nebula, possibly a spiral some- 
thing like that shown in Fig, 6. This theory is of great 
interest, and has many points of essential contact in other 
sciences, particularly with geology. One of the problems 
confronting astronomers is the induction of the mode and 
laws of this development so that the theory may become a 
firm basis for the interpretation of facts. In this ambitious 
task nothing less is contemplated than a philosophical and 
historical description, at least in general outlines, of the 
development of the whole system from a primitive nebulous 
mass to its present state, and a confident prediction of what 
its evolution will be during millions of years to come. It is 
proposed to sweep aside, by inductive and deductive processes, 
the narrow bounds of space and time, and to furnish a view 
of the panorama of events in which the development of con- 
tinents is but an incident. It should be added promptly that 
this problem is to be solved, not only for the solar system, but 
also for all the stars and systems of stars which fill the sky. 
In a way this complicates a difficult problem, but in another it 
simplifies it immensely, for the diversity of conditions and 
states of development furnishes opportunities for the compari- 
son and testing of theories. The laboratory, the sun, the solar 
system as a whole, the stars, and the nebulas must be made 
to respond to the draft for information and to furnish sugges- 
tions and means of verification. 

17. The Value of Astronomy. — In this practical age there 
is a tendency among many to regard astronomy as of little 
direct importance. But this idea is quite erroneous, for 
every day in the year astronomy furnishes time to the rail- 
roads and makes it safe to run trains, it makes it possible to 
navigate the sea, it enables surveyors to fix accurately the 
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boundaries of countries, it lias given the very laws upon 
which mechanics is based, and it has made unrivaled con- 
tributions to our general understanding of nature. The 
ancient (Jreeks had keen minds, but knowing little beyond 
the shores of the yEgean Sea, most of them supposed that the 
earth is flat and the center of the universe, that tlie sun 
is a piece of burnished metal, and that the gods live at 
the summit of cloudy Olympus. How different our present 
conceptions ! They have been obtained by the painstaking 
observations of Hipparchus, Ptolemy, and lYcho Brahe, by 
the perilous voyages of Columbus and ilagellan, and by the 
theories of Copernicus, Keplei', and Newton. 

In the following chapters an exposition will be given of 
the elementary geometrical machinery which is necessary for 
the concise and accurate description of astronomical facts ; 
then will follow a direct study of the constellations, of the 
solar system and its evolution, and of the sidereal universe in 
general* A growth into an understanding of tliese great 
subjects will be the source of the keenest pleasure and of 
the greatest intellectual benefit. 

QUESTIONS 

1. Enumerate as many benefits as possible -wbich may be derived 
from a review. How does the answer differ in the case of science study 
from that of language study ? 

2. Wiiich of these benefits can be largely derived from a preliminary 
outline ? 

th Can the method of alternative hypotheses be employed in subjects 
which are not sciences V 

4. If two hypotheses satisfy all the data etpmlly well, wdmt comdii- 
$ion is to be drawn ? What would be the conclusion if but one hypothesis 
were under consideration? 

5. Give an example of a correct and of a falsa induction. 

6. Give an example of a correct and of a false de<iuction. 

T. What science seems to you to be most largely inductive? Is any 
science purely deductive ? How do you class mathematics ? 

8. What is an art? What arts are used in astronomy? 
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9. Is any science independent of all arts? Is any art independent of 
all sciences ? 

10. Is it an axiom or an induction that all natural phenomena succeed 
each other according to unvarying laws This is ordinarily called the law 
of cause and effect. If it were not true, w^hat would become of science? 

11. Is the law of cause and effect true in intellectual matters? For 
exainjile, will the study of astronomy produce effects on your mind which 
will permanently modify it? 

12. What relation does a superstition bear to the law of cause and 
effect ? 

13. Explain, with illustrations, the steps in the development of a 
science, 

14. Enumerate the principal divisions of astronomy, and explain in 
what respects they differ from one another. 

16. Outline the astronomical doctrine respecting the motion of the 
planets, the character of the sun, and the nature of the stars. 

16. In what ways is a theory of evolution in astronomy of interest 
and value ? 

17. Discuss the direct and indirect value of astronomy to mankind. 
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REFERENCE POINTS AND LINES 

18. Problem of describing Directions. — The motions of the 
earth and of all the heavenly bodies are <)])iaiiied directly or 
indirectly from observations of directions, just as one iiuds 
that a distant train is moving by noticing that its direction 
is different at different times. 

Since astronomy is a very exact science, it follows that 
some scheme of exactly and concisely describing dii‘e(*,tions 
must be devised. When one looks at a star ho cun not tell 
how far away it is; in fact, all the celestial objc(‘ts seem to 
be on a spherical surface (?oramonly called the sky, but known 
in astronomy as the celestial sphere. This appearance is so 
striking that the ancients supposed that the stars arc actu- 
ally small, bright bodies set in a crystalline sphere. Although 
it is now well known that the stars are immense suns whose 
distances differ greatly, yet it is convenient for many pur- 
poses to consider that they are on the surfii(?e of the (*clestial 
sphere. This means simply that as seen from the eartli they 
are projected upon this surface. Consequently, to describe 
the direction of a star from us it is only necessary to give its 
position on this fictitious celestial sphere. 

The relationship between angles and are.s occurs also in 
solid geometry. For every proposition relating to trihedral 
angles there is a corresponding one relating U) a triangle 
drawn on the surface of a sphere. Hince the lim^s on a 
spherical surface are so much more easily thought of than 
the corresponding angles at its center, the foriner are inon* 
commonly used. Similarly, the conception of a iigurc on 

22 , 
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the celestial sphere is simpler than that of the corresponding 
angles whose vertices are at the observer. 

This chapter will be devoted to an exposition of the sys- 
tems of points and lines by means of which positions on the 
celestial sphere, which are equivalent to directions from us, 
are described ; to showing how to find their defining points 
and lines ; and to exhibiting the relations which exist among 
the systems. 

19. Object of finding Directions. — It has been pointed out 
that one of the purposes of measuring directions is to deter- 
mine how the heavenly bodies move. This work is of much 
value, for it leads to the laws of their motions, and from 
these laws many important consequences follow. But there 
is another reason for measuring directions. The distance of 
an object can not be found from a single observation of its 
direction; but from two observations, made at different 
points, it can. 

Suppose one desired to know accurately the distance across 
an impassable river, say 
the Niagara. It could 
easily be found as fol- 
lows : 

Let the distance re- 
quire d be AP » S up- 
pose OAP and JDBP are 
straight lines, and that 
BA W and AO 
and BE are respectively parallel. Then the triangles PAB 
and BED are similar. Hence the following proportion is true : 

PA : BE^ AB : ED. 

Suppose the distances BE, AJB, and ED are measured; 
then PA can be computed from the proportion, and is given 
by the equation 

jF2==ME. 
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In practice the work wouhl bo done a little din'ereiitly. 
Suppose the distance Ali and the unifies PAB and ABP 
are measured. Then two angles and the included side of 
the triangle are known, which, according to plane geometry, 
completely define the triangle. From these data the side 
viy^cau be computed by plane trigonometry. In fact, trigo- 
nometry enables one. to compute all the unknown parts of 
any triangle which is completely defined by-- having a suffi- 
cient number of parts given. 

In quite a similar way the distance to the moon is 
measured. 





Suppose the moon is okserved simulfaneou.sly by an ob- 
server in the northern hemisphere at A and by one in the 
southern hemisphere at B; and, for simplicity, suppose that 
At B, M, and E are in the same plane. 'I'he zenith of the 
observer at -<4 is .21, while that of tlie observer at B is Z'. 
The observer at A measures the angular distance of the moon 
from his zenith, or the angle MAZ, and tlio observer at B 
measures the angle Z'BM. Suppose their latitudes are 
known, and that the radius of the earth AB^s BE is known. 
The sum of the latitudes is the angle BEA. In the quadri- 
lateral EAMB th^ three angles MBEt BEA, and EAM, and 
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the two sides WS and UA are known. Consequently, the 
quadrilateral is defined and the other pa rts m ay be computed. 
When AM has been found, the distance EM can be computed 
from the triangle EAM. 

There are many practical difficulties in solving the problem 
which have not been pointed out here, but the method is 
essentially that which has been given. It is to be noted 
that the results are perfectly reliable ; in fact, the percentage 
of error is much less than in most measurements made on 
the surface of the earth. 

It follows that not only the determination of motions, but 
also of distances, is a problem of measuring and describing 
directions. 

20. Relations between Arc and Linear Measure. — The ap- 
parent distances between the stars and the diameters of such 
objects as the sun will be expressed in degrees, minutes, and 
seconds of arc. The connection between the arc measure 
and the actual diameter of an object depends on its distance, 
and this relation will now be shown. When the angle sub- 
tended is small, fairly accurate computations may be made 
by very simple means, which will be used over and over 
again throughout this book, and an explanation of this pro- 
cess will be given before the attention becomes absorbed in 
the mastery of the systems of reference points and lines and 
their relations. 

The circumference of a circle is divided into 360 equal 
parts called degrees. It is shown in plane geometry that the 
ratio of the radius to the circumference of a circle is 2 tt = 2 
X 8.1416 The equation for this relation is 

2 Trr = 360 degrees of arc, 

where t is the radius of the circle. From this equation it is 
found that 

f =! 57.3 ... degrees of arc. 
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Suppose the angular diameter of an object is D degrees, 
tliat its linear diameter is I units, and tliat its distance is r 
units ; it is required to find the relation among these (pianti- 

ties. The angle I) laas the same 
ratio to 57.3 that the arc I does 
to the arc r, whence the pro- 
portion 

B : 57.3 = l:r. 

When the angle J) is small, 
the subtended chord is nearly 
equal to the arc and may he 
used in place of it. As an illus- 
tration, suppose the distance 
from A to Fig. 9, is equal to 
the radius of the earth, or 4000 miles. Suppose it is known 
from the three measured angles that the angle BMA is one 
degree, and consider the problem of finding the distance MA. 
In the formula!) equals one degree, I equals 4000 miles, and 
r is required. The result is 

r s= ^ = 229,200 miles. 

The data and result are approximately correct, the true dis- 
tance to the moon being 240,000 miles in round numbers. 

Consider another example. Suppose the distance to the 
moon is 240,000 miles and that its appai’ent angular diame- 
ter is one-half of a degree ; required its linear <liametor. In 
this case r=s 240,000, !) = 0.5, and I is required, whence 

^ = = 2094 miles. 

57.8 

Likewise, if I and r were given, i) could lie found. 



Fui. to. 
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QUESTIOUS AND EXPERIMENTS 

1. Do the stars actually seem to you to be all at the same distance’ 

2. Does the moon seem to be at the same distance when high in the 
sky as when near the horizon ? 

3. Does the sky seem to you to be truly spherical ? 

4. What are the different cases in which a triangle is defined by three 
of its parts ? 

5. Actually measure some convenient distance, as across the street, by 
the method explained by Fig. 8. 

6. When you look at a near object, your two eyes see it from slightly 
different directions. This gives it the appearance of solidity, a fact 
used in stereoscope pictures. Measure the distance between the pupils 
of the eyes and compute the amount in angular measure they must turn 
in to see an object at reading distance, 18 inches. 

^ 7. Can you estimate distances accurately with one eye? Catch a ball 
with one eye closed. See how near you can put the tip of your finger to 
an object when one eye is closed. 

8. How many minutes of arc equal in length the radius of the circle? 
How many seconds of arc ? 

9. Let the sun shine through a small circular opening on a screen held 
perpendicular to the axis of its cone of rays. From the diameter of the 
image of the sun on the screen and the distance of the screen from the 
opening, compute its angular diameter. If the distance of the sun is 
93,000,000 miles, what is its diameter? 


21. The Geographical System. — One of the problems of 
geography is to describe the positions of places on the surface 
of the earth. Since this is essentially the same problem as 
locating points on the celestial sphere and is solved in the 
same manner, it will be reviewed. 

Geographical positions are defined by two 
sets of circles on the surface of the earth. 

The first set consists of the equator and the 
small circles parallel to it ; the second set 
consists of great circles perpendicular to the 
equator. 

In the figure, HE' is the equator and 
PQP' is one of the great circles of the set which is per- 
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pendicular to it* The circles paralhil to the equator are 
called latitude alrdeis^ and the inrcles of the second set 
are called meyidiann. They covtn* the whole sphere, one 
circle of each set passing through every point. Distances 
are counted from a particmlar meridian, called the prime 
meridian. In the United States the prime meridian passes 
through the Washington Observatory, in England through 
the Greenwich Observatory, etc. The location of a place is 
defined by its distance north or south of the equator (lati- 
tude) and east or west of the prime meridian (longitude), 
these distances being given in degrees. 

It is to be observed that the positions of all the circles are 
defined when the equator is given, or the poles, which define 
the position of tlie equator. The prime meridian of the 
second set is selected so as to be most convenient. In de- 
veloping systems of circles the first thing is to define what 
shall correspond to the equator, or to its poles; then, to 
define what circle shall correspond to the prime meridian; 
then, to give the circles appropriate names; and finally, to 
give names to the distances corresponding to latitude and 
longitude. These distances are called coordinates. 

22. The Horizon System. — The horizon, which separates 
the visible portion of the sky from the invisible, is a curve 
which can not escape attention. If it were a great circle, it, 
might bo taken as a great circle of the first set for a system 
of circles on the celestial sphere. For an observer on the 
land it is very irregular, and for one on the sea more than 
half of the sky is visible unless lie is precisely at the surface 
of the water. This horizon which we see is called the semibU 
Jhorizm. 

An astronomical horizon will now be defined and made the 
great circle of the first set. The direction of the plumb line 
at any place is perfectly definite. The point where the line 
having this direction pierces the celestial sphere overhead 
is called the zenith^ and tlie opposite point, the nadir. These 
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may be taken as the poles of the first set of circles. The great 
circle 90° from them, or midway between them, is the astro- 
nomical horizon. The small circles parallel to the horizon are 
called parallels of altitude, or sometimes almucantars. The 
great circles of the second set pass through the zenith and 
nadir, and intersect the horizon perpendicularly. They are 
called vertical circles. 

The standard vertical circle is the meridian, or the one 
passing through the north and south points of the horizon. 
The cardinal points will be defined in the next article. The 
vertical circle passing through the east and west points, called 
the prime vertical, is used sometimes as a standard. 

The angular distance above or below the horizon is called 
the altitude, being considered positive when above and nega- 
tive when below the horizon. The angular distance from 
the zenith, called the zenith distance, is also used frequently. 
The angular distance from the meridian, starting from the 
south point and counting westward along the horizon around 
up to 360°, is called the azimuth. 

Consider an example. Suppose a star is directly in the 
northeast, and midway between the horizon and the zenith ; 
required its altitude and azimuth. Think of the vertical 
circle passing through it, and count the distance from the 
horizon along this circle up to the star. From the condi- 
tions given it is 45°, and the altitude is therefore -f 45°. 
The vertical circle through the star cuts the horizon in the 
northeast point. Keeping this point in mind, start at the 
south point and count along the horizon westward around to 
it. The distance is 225° ; that is, the azimuth is 225°. 

33. The Equator System. — The sun and moon pass across 
the sky from east to west in diuimal circles, and an hour’s 
observation will show that the stars do the same thing. The 
circles become smaller and smaller the nearer the star is to a 
certain point in the northern sky. These circles all have the 
same center, and if there were a star at this point it would 
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1'''' uo diurnal motion. This point, which can not escape 
'' >'!it ion, is calh'd the north pule of the sky, and will bo taken 

''*11 polf ill H second system of reference circles. The star 

nearest to this point 
which can be seen 
with the unaided eye 
is the Pole Star, called 
Polaris. It describes 
a small circle with a 
radius of about a de- 
gree and a quarter, 
or a little more than 
twice the diameter of 
the moon. There is, 

of course, a corre- 

sponding point in the 
southern sky, called 
the south pole, which 
is invisible to observ- 
. _ ers in the northern 

"'‘iiiisphere of the earth. Unless otherwise stated, these points 
*>l! he meant when the north and south poles are mentioned. 

Since the apparent motion of the stars is due to the rota- 
^*>11 of the earth, it follows that the poles of the sky are the 
Pfiiiits where the line of the earth’s axis pierces the celestial 
“I'jisre. 

The great circle on the celestial sphere 90® from the north 
sooth poles is called the celestial equator, and is the 
^®fining circle of the first set for this system of coordi- 
nates. The small circles parallel to it are called declination 
The great circles perpendicular to it are called 
circles. The fundamental hour circle is the one cutting 
equator in the vernal and autumnal equinoxes, and is 
5®^led the equimotial eolure. The equinoxes will be defined 
^Ihe next article. 
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The distance north or south of the celestial equator is 
called the declination, being considered positive if north and 
negative if south. The distance from the equinoctial colure, 
starting at the vernal equinox and counting eastward along 
the equator up to 360°, is called the right ascension. 

The meridian of the horizon system can now be defined. 
One of the vertical circles passes through the north pole of 
the sky. The one of the two points where it cuts the horizon 
which is nearest the north pole is the north point, and the 
other, the south point. The other cardinal points follow 
directly from these two. 

It is easy to see why the great circles perpendicular to the 
equator are called hour circles. The whole sky appears to 
turn around from east to west once in a day. Suppose the 
hour circle whose right ascension is 0° coincides with the 
meridian at a given instant. An hour later it will have 
u|oved westward 15°, and the hour circle whose right ascen- 
sion is 15° will coincide with the meridian. If the whole cir- 
cumference is divided into 24 hours (of arc, not time) of 15° 
each, the circles through these points will pass the meridian 
at intervals of 1 hour. The hours mentioned here are about 
10 seconds shorter than ordinary hours, as will be shown 
when this subject is discussed in Art. 185. 

24. The Ecliptic System. — If we could see the stars near 
the sun, we should find that it applirently moves eastward 
among them, completing a revolution in a year. A telescope 
would enable us actually to make these observations, but 
the same conclusions can be reached as readily in an indirect 
way from observations with the unaided eye. 

Suppose we notice the stars which are on the meridian 
toward the south at 9 o’clock in the evening. These stars 
are 9 hours, or 135°, east of the sun. On the next evening 
it wiU. be observed that the same stars cross the meridian 
nearly 4 minutes earlier, and so on for every succeeding 
evening. Consider the conditions after 15 days have elapsed. 
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The stars under observation will tlien cross the nnuidian at 
8 o’clock in the evening. Now these stars are only 8 hours, 
or 120°, cast of the sun. That is, the sun has gone eastward 
15° among the stars. This relative apparent motion keeps 
up indefinitely. It was discovered in very ancient times by 
such observations as those just desci-ibed, and ever-y student 
should repeat them. 

The next question is whether the sun travels in this motion 
along the equator, or a declination circle, or in some other 
curve. The pole is a fixed point in the sky, and the equator, 
which is 90° from it, always cuts the meridian at the same 
altitude for an observer at a given place. So, also, do all 
the declination circles. Consequently, if the annual motion 
of the sun is along the equator, or a dedinution circle, it will 
in its diurnal motion always cross the meridian at the same 
altitude. Observations .soon show that this is not so. If 
its eastward motion,’ determined by the change in the time 
at which the observed stars cro.ss the meridian, and its north- 
ward and southward motion, determined by the altitude at 
which it ci-osses the meridian, are plotted on the surface of 
a sphere, it will be found that its apparent annual path is 
a great circle making an angle of about 2.8.5° with the celes- 
tial equator. This great circle is called tlic H-liptk. 

The ecliptic will he made the defining great circle of the 
first set for the ecliptic system of coordinates. The small 
circles parallel to it are called paralhh of latitude. I’he 
great circles perpendicular to it arc called lomjitudu dniee. 
The fundamental longitude circle is the one pa«.sing through 
the points where the equator and ecliptic intenseet. These 
points are the equinoxes, the verml equimr being the one at 
which the sirn crosses the equator fi’om south to lujrth, and 
the autumnal equinox the other one. 

The north side of the ecliptic is the one toward the north 
pole of the sky. The distance north or s<«ith of the ecliptk 
is called the Utitudeikhmig considered positive if north and 
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negative if south. The distance from the fundamental longi- 
tude circle, starting from the vernal equinox and counting 
eastward along the ecliptic up to 360°, is called the longitude. 

25. Comparison of the Systems of Coordinates. — All three 
of the systems are geometrically just like the one used in 
geography, but there are important differences in the way in 
which they arise. The horizon system has its origin in the 
fact that the earth separates the sky into two parts, the 
visible and the invisible. It is defined by the position of 
the observer on the earth, or, more exactly, by the direction 
of gravity at his point of observation. The equator system 
is defined by the apparent rotation of the sky, which is due, 
of course, to the actual rotation of the earth. The ecliptic 
system is defined by the apparent annual path of the sun 
among the stars, which is caused by the actual motion of the 
earth around the sun. 

The horizon system depends upon the position of the ob- 
server. Consequently, to have the position of a celestial 
object completely defined when its altitude and azimuth are 
given, the observer’s position must be given also. The sky 
has a diurnal motion with respect to the horizon system. 
Therefore it is necessary to give the time of day at which 
the altitude and azimuth have the given values. It has been 
seen that given stars cross the meridian at different times 
on succeeding days ; that is, their relations to the horizon 
system vary with the day as well as with the time of day. 
Consequently it is necessary to give also the day of the year 
on which the altitude and azimuth had the given values. 
On the other hand, the equator and ecliptic systems are 
fixed (except for verg slow changes) on the sky, and when 
they are used the coordinates are independent of the place 
of the observer, the time of day, and the time of year. 

If a catalogue of stars is to be made, it is clear that the 
horizon system is much less convenient than either of the 
other two. It will be shown in connection with the dis- 
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cushion of aHironoinunil insiruua^nis that Inr su<*!i purposes 
tlie equator system is Uie most <*uincuiiint tlui Ihroe. Ju 
fact, it is the one which is alwajs used in <‘iitaloo’ues. The 
ecliptic system is comparatively little used, wliile tlu^ hori/on 
system is of more service, because it is (‘inidoved wlum we 
wish to say wliether an object is at an} time in a position to 
be visible or not. 

QUESTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS 

1. If the earth’s surface were a plane, us it was suppose<l io he in 
antiquity, w^hat sort of a system would he used in dejscribiii^^ geoj^Taphi- 
cal positions? 

2. Is it absolutely necessary that tiic two sets of circhs of a sy'^tein 
intersect each other perpendicularly? 

8. What is the longitude of the earth’s north poh^V 

4. What is a great circle? How many points on a given sphere are 
necessary to define a great circle? How many to define a Muall eirf'le? 

5. Is there any natural reason for counting azimuth along the hori- 
zon westward? 

G. What are the horizon coordinates of the mndh pole at your latitude? 

7. Estimate the horizon coordinates of the sun at HI o’clock this 
morning; at 10 o’clock this evening. 

8. Verify the diurnal motions of the stars by observing the increase 
in altitude of eastern stars during an evening. 

9. In w'hat direction do the stars under the pole move ? 

10. At w'hat points on the surface of the earth must an observer be 
in order tliat the first set of circles in the horizon and equator systems 
shall coincide? What is the relation of their second of ein*les for 
these points ? 

11. How are the horizon and equator systtuns of coordinates related 
for an observer at the earth’s equator? 

12. Why is it sintpler to count right ascension eastward tlnui it would 
be to count it westward? Why not count it both eastward and west^* 
ward, as longitude is counted on the surface of the eartli? 

IB. How long does it take the sky to turn 1 degree? 

14. How far, in angular measure, does the sky turn in 1 minute? 

15. Make a stnooth pinhole through a large pii^ce of still paper. Hold 
it perpendicularly to the rays of the sun and another pa|«r at a con- 
venient distance back of^it. An image of the sun will apiwar on the 
second piece of paper. Keep both of them stationary, and observe how 
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long it takes the sun to move through its diameter. From this compute 
its angular diameter. From the angular diameter find the relation 
between the linear diameter of the sun and its distance from us. 

16. Invent a simple apparatus for showing that the stars cross the 
meridian nearly 4 minutes earlier every night. Use stais near the 
equator. What results do you get? 

17. Would it not have been more appropriate, from comparison with 
the system used in geography, to have interchanged the names of the 
coordinates in the equator and ecliptic systems? 

18. Fill in the following table : 



Geographical 

System 

Horizon 

System 

Equator 

System 

Ecliptic 

System 

Defined by 

Rotation of 
the earth 




Fundamental 

ClECLE 

Equator 




Associated Cir- 
cles OF First 
Set 

Parallels of 
latitude 




Second Set of 
Circles 

Meridians 




First Coordi- 
nates 

Latitude • N., 
if north ; S., 
if south 




Second Cooe- 

■DINATES 

»« 

Longitude, 
counted both 
eastward and 
westward 

180 ^ 




Circles FrNEx> 
OR Movable 

Fixed on sur- 
face of the 
earth 
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. ^ tliP Defining Elements in the Horizon 

26. f ;■•-»? 

meS^wiirgrttly assist in obtaining the necessary mastery 

of this part of the subject. „ t„ jtaow the zenith 

In the ‘i‘«tance from 

and the north and soxrth point. . ; -I therefore, its 

the zenith to an object ca,n h0°. As a 

altitude found by subtiaeting ^ tly used except in 

xnatter of fact, the horizon is ,nd 

determining the position of f i„t is hnown, 

south points can be found when z^itU^P 

after the position of tlie ce es < l ‘ ^ direction 

The position of can 

which a plumb line considerable degree of 

not be put in adjust nc surface of a stationary fluid 

precision by this method surta,^e o 

fs perpendicular to the aecimdely ob- 

determination of the horizontal i Then, by 

tained tom thi, Pfoeipto *>7 

means of a graduated on cle, ,j , ,1^ and the onti actu- 

But the most accurate inetmxi, auu *. 

Sls'isssl 

obieitive <.f a.« tdeMKipe, «ml if U'” ' ™ 

X. When parallel mya cane n.b, he tcl^ 

w thresh the objeetlve ^^t'Xhe „S, 
rSi f- to 0 ani emerge la p.n.11.1 
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.lines. From M it will be reflected and pass back over the 
same paths. When the telescope is not exactly in the verti- 
cal, the reticle and its reflected image will not coincide, and 
they are to be brought into coincidence by a slow-motion 
screw. When the telescope is mounted on an axis carrying 
graduated circles, after the nadir reading is taken, the hori- 
zon and zenith can Be found (Fig. 39). 

27. Method of locating the Defining Elements in the Equa- 
tor System. Ihe elements to be located are the equator, or 
pole, and the vernal eq.uinox. By the definition of the latter 
it can be found only in connection with the ecliptic system 
and its consideration will therefore be deferred until the 
next article. 

1 o find the celestial pole consider one of the circumpolar 
stais, 1 olaris, for example. The center of the circle which 
it describes (see Fig. 12), when corrected for refraction and 
other errors which enter, is the pole. The celestial equator 
is the great circle 90° from the pole. 

Another definition of the equator is that it is the circle of 
intersection of the plane of the earth’s equator with the 
celestial sphere j and from this it follows that, as seen from 
a given place on the earth’s surface, it always crosses the 
meridian at the same altitude. 

The cardinal points, and therefore the meridian of the 
horizon system, can now be located from their definition as 
given in Art. 23. 

28. Method of locating the Defining Elements in the Ecliptic 
System. — The elements to be found are the ecliptic and the 
equhioxes. The method of finding the ecliptic was ex- 
plaiiied in Art. 24. If a map of the stars has been made 
previously, the apparent path of the sun among them will be 
given by the observations. 

The vernal equinox is the place where the ecliptic cuts 
the equator*from south to north. It is found by comparing 
the altitude of the sun as it daily crosses the meridian with 
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tliat of the ^.!^^|^^'’respwhiv(hy, as ^ 

(Fjg. 14) on equinox, wliicli is ile- 

merulian ot tlib oi)sci\ l,v drawing a smooth 

noted by tbe eymbol f , con I-* ,,„i„n,, 

23 A grapliu'al proci^^ss is subject 

EQUATOR . Grroi’S ill the duuNiugs- 
Actually, numerical procu^sses 
are employed. 'Uie declina- 
tions and distances of llie sun 


21 


22 


Fia. 14 


AO in 4^' 4-0°S)'8B^ +U-^0' lo , -r - 

14: 4 + distances in right ascension, b rom this 

corresponding set of ...Ped inUrpohifion, 

t L"‘S tjt ot t„‘o 

bos boon ^■%“\”7r3r™c. Tbo 

*= = irr U.„o right a«n. 

““ihu oomploteTtiio determination ot llio doliiiing liohda 

s =rt,i*:ir;"» »= 

orsoteof tlio methods has been given, and « 
able degree. 
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29. Relation of the Position of the Observer to the Altitude 
of the Pole and of the Equator on the Meridian. — Figure 15 
represents a meridian section of the earth through th^e place 
of the observer, 0. The 
plane passes through the 
polar axis of the earth and 
cuts the plane of the hori- 
zon, in the line marked 
“horizon,” and the plane 
of the equator in the line 
marked “ to equator. ” The 
polar axis really points to 
the pole of the heavens, 
but the stars are so remote 
that a parallel line from 0 
may be used in its stead. 

That is, as seen from the 
distance of the stars, tlie 
radius of the earth subtends an angle so small that it can not 
be measured by any known means. When a nearer object, 
as the moon, is observed, corrections must be applied for the 
position of the observer. The corresponding statements are 
true for the equator. 

The angle I is the latitude of the observer at <9, n is the 
altitude of the pole as seen from this place, and m is the alti- 
tude of the equator. It follows from the principles of plane 
geometry that n == Z and m = 90° — I, For example, suppose 
thedatitude of the place of observation is 40°; then the alti- 
tude of the pole from the north point is 40°, and the altitude 
of the equator where it crosses the meridian is 50°. The 
equator and horizon are great circles and consequently bisect 
each other, and since the equator cuts the meridian perpen- 
dicularly, they intersect in the* east and west points. The 
relations among the reference points and lines are illustrated 
in Fig: 16. * 
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In the fi£?nre is the liorizoii cirele with its rardi ul 

points, ^ is the zenith, P and P’ are the poks A4)iFis the 
equator, JV^r is the ]u)rtiou of sky always visible, and Ai 
the portion never visible. 



30. Finding the Horizon Coordinates when the Equator 
Coordinates are Given. — As was stated in Art. ho, the equa- 
tor system of coordinates is much more convenient than the 
horizon system for catalogues and genera,! descriptions of 
■position, and it is almost invariably used. &«l'l>of« 
should read in a daily paper that a new comet visible to 
the unaided eye had been discovered. Its imsition would 
be described by its right ascension and deeliuation. tie 
would want to see it, but it is probable that he would be 
unable to tell when it could be seen and in what part of the 
visible sky. The method of solving such problems as this 
will be treated in this article. There are also direct appli- 
cations which will be given in connection with the chapter 
on telescopes. The exact solutions in general depend upon 
s^erioal trigonometry, but this is not needed in handling a 
telescope or in ordinary work with unaided vigiqm 
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Suppose the right ascension and declination of a celestial 
object are given, together with the latitude of the observer, 
the time of year, and the time of day; the altitude and azi- 
muth are required. This problem will be solved in four 
steps. 

(1) The right ascension of the sun on the date in question. 
It is found from observation that the sun passes the vernal 
equinox on March 21. (This date may vary a day because 
of leap year, but it will be sufficiently accurate for present 
purposes to use March 21 in all cases.) In a year the sun 
moves (apparently, of course) around the sky 24 hours in 
right ascension, or at the avei'age rate of 2 hours a month. 
Consequently, to find the right ascension of the sun at any 
date, count the number of months from March 21 and mul- 
tiply the result by 2. Thus, October 6 is 6-| months from 
March 21, and the right ascension of the sun on this date is 
about 13 hours. The sun’s motion in right ascension is not 
perfectly uniform, so the results obtained are slightly in- 
exact. 

(2) The right ascension of the meridian at the given time 
of day. It will be supposed that the right ascension of the 
sun has been found by step (1). In the next steps one 
must imagine the lines on the celestial sphere, and nothing 
makes it so clear as actually to point them out. Suppose 
the time in question is in the evening, say 8 o’clock. The 
right ascension of the hour circle through the sun is known ; 
the thing required is the right ascension of the hour circle 
which coincides with the meridian. It will be remembered 
that right ascension is counted eastward. Therefore, start- 
ing with the sun, which is now below the western horizon, 
and coming eastward 8 hours to the meridian, its right ascen- 
sion will be found to be 8 hours greater than that of the sun. 
For example, suppose the sun’s right ascension is 6 hours; 
therefore the right ascension of the meridian is 13 hours. 
If the sun’s right ascension were 19 hours, the right ascension 
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of the meridian would be 27 hours, whi(*h is the same as 3 
hours. 

If the time of day is l>etore noon, tlic ri^’ht ascension of 
the meridian is less than that of the snn. 

(3) The hour amjh of the ohjeef. Suppose tlie objtjct is 
east or west of tlm meridian. A certain hour (tirclc passes 
through it, and the angle between this hour cdrele and the 
meridian is called the how angle of the ol)ject. It must be 
specified whether the hour angle is cast or west, and it is 
generally simplest to think of its magnitude as being deiined 
by the arc of the equator intercepted between the hour circle 
and the meridian. 

The I’ight ascension of the meridian was found in step (2) 
and the right ascension of the object is given. Since one is 
at liberty to go either way along tlie cnpiator, the hour angle 
can not exceed 12 liours. The object is east if its right 
ascension is greater than that of the meridian, and its hour 
angle is their difference. If its right ascension is less, it 
is west, and its hour angle is their difference. For ex- 
ample, if the right ascension of the meridian is 7 hours and 
that of the object 10 hours, the hour angle is 3 hours east. 
Again, if the hour angle of the meridian is 2 hours and that 
of the object 20 hours, the hour angle is 18 hours east, which 
is the same as 6 hours west. But the right ascension of 
the meridian may be called 26 hours instead of 2 in order 
to prevent the difference exceeding 12 hours. Then the 
hour angle comes out directly 6 hours west. 

(4) Application of declination and eHtiwafion if altitude 
and azimuth. Let us take special examples and consider the 
case first where the declination of the star is zero* Suppose 
that the latitude of the observer is 40"^, and that the ho\ir 
angle of the star is 4 hours east. Tlio altitude of the equator 
on the meridian is 50^. Estimate the position of this point 
and keep one hand pointing toward it. With the eyes sweep 
over the arc of the equator reaching froni this point to the 
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east point of the horizon. The distance is one-quarter of a 
circumference, or 6 hours. Since the hour angle is 4 hours 
east, it is two-thirds of this distance, which is to be estimated. 
This is the point occupied by the object, and in the present 
example its altitude and azimuth are about 22° and 280° 
respectively. 

Suppose now that the declination is -f 30° and that the 
other data are the same. Keep one hand pointing at the 
place on the equator previously found, and locate the pole, 
which is directly in the north with an altitude of 40°. The 
distance from the equator to the pole is 90°. Start from 
the point on the equator at which the hand is pointing and 
follow along an hour circle toward the pole a distance equal 
to the declination of the object. This is the point occu- 
pied by the object, and its altitude and azimuth are to be 
estimated. In the present example they are about 40° and 
265° respectively. 

An astronomical globe is of great assistance in this work, 
and every school should possess one, but it should not be 
allowed to supplant the actual pointing at the sky which 
has just been described. There is nothing else that so 
thoroughly fixes the ideas in one’s mind and develops the 
imagination which is so essential in much of the work in 
astronomy. 

31. Illustrative Example. — An illustrative example of as 
complicated a type as will arise wiU now be solved. Sup- 
pose the data are : ‘ 

Right ascension = a (Greek letter alpha) = 3 hr. 

Declination = S (Greek letter delta) = -f- 75°. 

Time of year = T= E'eb. 5. 

Time of day = 7 o’clock a.m. 

Latitude of observer = Z = N. 40°. 

The following are the successive steps of the solution : 
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(1 ) The tiino from Muroli 21 to Felo'uary f) ik l(f.o months ; 
tlieroforo the right asoeusion of the sun is 21 lir. 

(2) The time of day is 5 hours before noon; therefore 
the right ascension of the meridian is 21 hr. — 5 hr.s= 
l(i hr. 

(3) The right asecn.sion of the object is 3 (or 27) hours; 
therefore it is 11 hours east of the meridian. 

(4) It is simpler in this ease to count from tlie anti- 
oneridian, for the object is only 1 hour east^ from it. It 
is also simpler to use the polar distance than it is to use 
the declination, for the object is only 15“ frotn the pole. 
To find the object, start from the pole and go do’ivn along 
the hour circle which is 1 hour east of the antiraeridian. 
The altitude and azimuth are approximately 25“ and 185“ 
respectively. 

32. Finding the Equator Coordinates when the Horizon 
Coordinates are Given. — There are many variations of 
the problems which have just been treated, and one more 
case will be explained. More variations are given in the 
appended examples, which should be carefully worked 
out. 

This problem of finding the equator coordinates when 
the horizon coordinates are given, will also be solved 
in four steps. The first two are the same as before. They 
give the right ascension of the meridian at the given 
time. 

(3) Determination of the declination and hour angle. From 
the altitude and azimuth, locate the position of the object 
and keep one hand pointing at it. Starting from the pole, 
sweep the eyes along the hour circle which passes through 
the object, and note where it strikes the equator. This point 
must be kept in mind. The distance from the star to the 
equator is the declination, being positive or negative accord- 
ing as it is on the north or south side. Count from the 
* That is, east as seen by the observer, but really west in the ^y. 
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point where the hour circle strikes the equator along the 
equator to he inendian. The distance in hours is thfhour 
angle, which may be either east or west. ^ 

(4) Finding the Tight ciHcension. The rio-bf ocno • £ 

the merilian and the hour angle of 1 fbto Te”” 
kno™ If the hour angle is e«s, the LgutafrighTasr 
Sion IS their sum ; and if the hour angle is we<5t ?+ ,• “ 

diflerence. If the right ascension of thf meridian ^ere sm^l' 
as 2 hours, and if the hour angle n-ere west and considerable 
as 5 hours, 24 hour, wonld have to be added to the fomTS 
ordei to keep the result positive. 


QUESTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS 

2. Can you devise a simpler set of steps than that given for solvino. 
the problem considered in Art. 30 ? If so, you should uL thel ° 

3. Suppo.se a = 16 hr., 8 = 0°, r = Julv t-H i to- dot. 

And the altitude and azimuth. (See Art. 31 for meaning ’of oc S, T,l 

4. Suppose « = 4 hr., 8 = 0°, T = Nov. 21, « = 8 p.m I = N 40 ° • fiv .,1 
the altitude and azimuth. What would be the answer for I = N 8o4 

40°.%ns7rVn^‘^^’ .^=+80°> ?’=Aug.21, t = 6 A.M., 1 = N. 

40 , nnd the altitude and azimuth. ’ 

6. Suppose « of sun = 6 hr., 8 of sun = 23..5°, T = June 21 t = mid- 

night, f = N. 45° ; find the altitude and azimuth of the sun. Point in the 
direction. 

= = r=May21, < = 8 p.m., f = N. 40°; find 

the altitude and azimuth. 

« An 8 = + 45°, r= Feb. 21, t = 9 p.m., 1. = N. 45°; 

nnd the altitude and azimuth. 

9. • Suppose a = 17 hr., 8 = 0°,?’= Oct. 6, 1 = N. 40° ; at what time of 
the day does the object rise ? 
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: (r, t ^ 0 I’.M. 


, ilip is s<‘iUug*5 Avhnii is 


10. Suppose 

ihedatcV 7 -«_ t.Jv •*! / = nt»uu, /== N. 10'; 

IL Suppose the zenilh is lu (luesliou, 7 -i, 

2 

circles in Uit'ir fiuivual iiiotiiiiis ^ iiinwcnt 

simplicity-' . „„,n,W the coordmates would be reciuired if 

15 What changes in counting tiie cooimu 
the earth rotated in the opposite direction . 



CHAPTER III 


THE CONSTELLATIONS 

33. Origin of Constellations. — A moment’s observation of 
the sky on a clear and moonless night will show one that the 
stars are not uniformly scattered over its surface. Every 
one is acquainted with such groups as the Big Dipper and 
the Pleiades. This natural grouping w’as noticed in prehis- 
toric times and was of more interest to primitive peoples, 
spending their lives in the open air under skies which were 
nearly always clear, than it is to the ordinary person in this 
age of houses and artificial lights. Besides, the ancients 
were highly imaginative and, like children, they secured a 
sort of companionship for themselves by seeing all sorts 
of living creatures in inanimate objects, and they often wove 
about them the most fantastic romances. They saw in the 
natural aggregations of stars the forms of all sorts of animals, 
whose names were given to the gi'oups, or constellations^ 
Only a few constellations have been added in modern times, 
except in that part of the southern sky which was always 
invisible to ancient observers. 

34. Naming the Stars. — The ancients gave proper names 
to many of the stars and described the others by their rela- 
tion to the anatomy of the fictitious creature in which they 
were supposed to be situated. Thus, there were Sirius, Al- 
tair, Vega, etc., with proper names, and “the star at the end 
of the tail of the Little Bear ” (Polaris), “ the star in the eye 
of the Bull ” (Aldebaran), etc., designated by their positions. 

In modern times the names of forty or fifty of the most 
Qonspicuqus stars are used very frequently ; the remainder 
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are designated by letters ami numbers. A system in very 
coinraon use, uliieh was inlrodmted by Ilayer in IdO;!, is to 
retain the ancient constellations, and to give to the stars in 
each constellation, in tlie finlur of decreasing brightness, the 
names of the letters of the (Ireek alphabet in tlii*ir natural 
order. In connection with the Greek letter the genitive of 
the name of the constellation is used. Thms, the brightest 
star in the whole sky is yirius, in (‘anis Major. Its Greek 
letter name is Alpha Canis Majoris. The remarkable vari- 
able star, Algol, is the secemd brightest star in J’er.scus, and 
in this system is called Beta Pursei. When the Greek let- 
ter's are exhausted the Roman letters are used, and after 
them numbers are given to the stiirs in the order of decreas- 
ing brightness. There are some exceptions to this arrange- 
ment, such as the lettering of the slurs in the Big Dipper. 
(See Fig. 18.) 

Another method, adojrted by Flamsteed about 1700, is to 
number all the .stars catalogued in each constellation accord- 
ing to their right ascensions, and independently of their 
magnitudes. 

Still another method is to pay no attention to the constel- 
latioms, but simply to give the number of the star in some of 
the large star catalogues. This is used (Sipecially in the 
hundreds of thousands of small stars which have been cata- 
logued. Bayer’s system for the brighter stars and the star 
catalogue number system for the fainter ones are now very 
generally used. 

35. Star Catalogues. — Star catalogues are lists of stars, 
usually all above a certain briglitness in certain parts of the 
sky, together with their right ascensions and declinations at a 
given epoch. It is necessary to give the epoch, for the .stara 
slowly “ drift ” with respect to each other, and the reference 
points and lines are not absolutely fixed in position. 

The earliest-known catalogue is one of 1080 stars by Hip- 
parchus (180-1X0 B.c.) for the epoch 125 B.O. Ptolemy 
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(100-170 A,D.) revised it and reduced the star places to 
the epoch 150 a.d. Tycho Brahe (1546-1601) made a cata- 
logue of 1005 stars in 1580, and since that time they have be- 
come quite numerous. Among these may be mentioned that 
of Lalande (1732-1807), 47,390 stars; of Argelander (1799- 
1875), whose work has been already referred to, 324,198 
stars ; of Schonfeld (1828-1891), who extended Argelander’s 
work to a portion of the southern sky, 133,659 stars ; and of 
Gould (1824-1896), in Argentine, 32,468 stars. These cata- 
logues are very extensive, but they do not give the positions 
of the stars with the high degree of precision demanded in 
some of the modern work. 

There are several catalogues containing from a few hun- 
dred to a few thousand stars whose positions have been de- 
termined with the highest possible degree of accuracy. 

The project of photographing the whole heavens by inter- 
national cooperation has been mentioned. Each plate will 
cover four square degrees of the sky, and since they overlap 
so that the whole sky is photographed twice, nearly 22,000 
plates will be required. When the position of one star on a 
plate is known, the positions of all the others can be found by 
measuring their distances and directions from it. On these 
photographs, a large part of which have been taken, some- 
thing like 15,000,000 stars will be shown, although it is 
planned now to measure and catalogue only about a million 
and a quarter of the brightest of them. 

The photographic catalogue is an indirect outgrowth of the 
photographs of the great comet of 1882 taken by Gill at the 
Cape of Good Hope. The number of star images obtained at 
once showed the possibilities of the method. Plates cover- 
ing all the sky from declination —19® to the south pole were 
obtained by Gill in 1889, and the enormous labor of measur- 
ing the positions of 860,000 star images has been carried out 
by Kapteyn of Groningen. 

36. Magnitudes of Stars. —The amounts of light we re- 
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w'is’f from tho dilTormil. stars diflVr j^roatly, probahly no two 
smidiiiff us jirofisuly tliu saim* quaiitit_\ . 'I’lie intKjnituih. 
rofurs to tlu' amount of liiflit wo ivccivi* from a star and lias 
nothing dirocth' to do with its aotual dinnmsions. 

'riiii stars w'hifh are visible to the unaiiUal (lye are divided 
arbitrarily into six groups, or magnitudes, depending upon 
their apjiareut brightness. The twenty briglitest stars con- 
stitute the first magnifmle group, and the faintest which 
ran be seen witliout optical aid are of the sixtli magnitude, 
the other four magnitudes being distributed at equal inter- 
vals between these two. It lias been found from e.xjioriments 
that the light received from a tirst-niugnitude star is, on the 
average, about 100 times as much as that received from a 
.sixth-magnitude star. 

Let r he the ratio of the light given by a star of one mag- 
nitude to that given hy one of the next fainter set. Then 
stars of tlie fifth magnitude are r times brighter than those 
of tho sixth ; those of the fourth are r times brighter than 
those of the fifth, or times brighter than those of the sixth, 
etc., to the stars of the first-magnitude, which are r® times 
brighter than those of the sixth. But observations show that 
they are 100 times brighter ; whence ?-® = 100, from which 
it follows that r= 2.512 •••. 

Since there are stars sending ns all amounts of light, from 
the brightest to the faintest, it has been necessary to introduce 
fractional magnitudes. They are now estimated to nearest 
tenths. A star which is brighter than the average first-magni- 
tude star has a magnitude smaller than unity, as 0.4, or it may 
be so bright as to have a negative magnitude as — 1.2. 

37. The First-magnitude Stars. — As the first-magnitude 
, stars are conspicuous and relatively rare, they serve as sort of 
' guide-posts in the study of the constellations. They are 
given in the followkig table together with their magnitudes, 
positions, and colors. From their positions and the principles 
’ 'Of the last chapter they can easily be found. 
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Star 

Magni- 


Right 

Declina- 


TUDE 

1 Ascension 

TION 

Color 

Sirius ; 






ct Can is Majoris * 
Arcturus , 

-1.4 

6 hr. 40 in. 

-16° 34' 

Bluish white 

a Bootis .... 
Vega; 

0.0 

14 

10 

+ 19 48 

Orange 

a Lyrm .... 
Capella ; 

0.2 

18 

33 

+ 38 40 

Pale blue 

(x> Aurigm . . . 
RijSfel ; 

02 

5 

8 

+ 45 52 

Yellowish 

d Orionis . . . 

Canopus ; 

0.3 

5 

9 

- 8 20 

White 

a Argus .... 

0.4 

6 

21 

-52 38 

Bluish 

Procyon ; 





« Cants Mtno7ns . 
Betelgeuse ; 

0.5 

7 

33 

+ 5 32 

White 

/3 Orionis . . . 

« Centaur i . . . 

00 

1.0 

5 

14 

49 

31 

+ 7 23 
-60 20 

Ruddy 

White 

Achernar ; 




d End am . . . 
Altair ; 

1.0 

1 

33 

-57 51 

White 

d A quilce . . . 
Aldebaran ; 

1.0 

19 

45 

+ 8 33 

Yellowish 

d Tauri .... 

1.0 

4 

30 

+ 16 16 

Red 

' Antares; 




d Scorpii .... 
Pollux ; 

1.1 

16 

22 

-26 10 

Deep red 

P Geyninorum . . 

Spica ; 

1.1 

7 

38 

+ 28 19 

Orange 

d Yhglnis . . . 

1.2 

13 

19 

-10 32 

White 

^ Centawi . . . 

1.2 

13 

55 

-59 48 

White 

d Cruets .... 
Fomalhaufc; 

1.3 

12 

20 

62 26 

Bluish white 

d Piscis Australis . 
Eegnlus ; 

1.3 

22 

52 

-30 16 

Ruddy 

d Leon is .... 

1.4 

10 

2 

+ 12 33 

White 

Benel) ; 





d Cygni .... 

1.4 

20 

38 

+.44 53 

White 
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38. The Number of Stars. — 'PliC! iuhuImt of sturs in the 
lirst .six innj(iiilnilt*.s are: -- 


1st . * 

. . 

Hh niajj^nitiidt* . . 

. . 425 

2d iiiaj;’nitiid<‘ . * 

. . ()."> 

5th iria.t»Tnt ud(* . * 

. . 1100 

Jkl imi^intude * , 

. . l!)ll 

dth !na.t;nitudt‘ . . 

. . :tl00 


Eacli fainter niagnitnde has approxinmtely throe times as 
many stars as the preceding one, and there are all together 
about 200,000 stars in the first nine magnitudes. They all 
can. be seen with a good telescope a little more than one inch 
in aperture, while only about oOOO are visible with the un- 
auled eye. Only a rough gne.ss can bo made respecting the 
number of stars which are .still fainter, but there arc probably 
more than 100,000,000 within the range of present visual and 
photographic instruments. 

39. Proper Motions of Stars. — The stars have motions with 
rcsi>ect to each other which in the course of immense ages 
change the outlines of the constellations, but which during 
historic times have not been important. Yet they are large 
enough so that they mu.st l)e known and the corresponding 
corrections applied in catalogues. The motion with respect 
to a fixed system of reference lines is called proper motion. 
The greatest proper motion known is that of an eighth-magni- 
tude star in the southern heavens which drifts in the sky 
about 8.7'' yearly. The ineffectiveness of even this largest 
known motion in changing the general appearance of the 
constellations can be seen from the fact that it would take 
thW star nearly 220 years to travel over an arc equal to the 
apparent diameter of the moon. 

The stars also have motions toward and from us, to be 
discussed later. Thpse motions in the course of time change 
the magnitudes of the stars appreciably, hut their effects are 
not measurable for thousands of years. 
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40. The Milky Way, or Galaxy. — The Milky Way is a 
hazy band of light, averaging about 20° wide, stretching in 
nearly a great circle entirely around the sky. The telescope 
shows that it is made up of an enormous number of small 
stars which can be separately distinguished only with opti- 
cal aid. It intersects the equa- 
tor at the points wliose right 
ascensions are 6 hr. 47 m. and 
18 hr. 47 m., and its inclina- 
tion to the equator is about 63°. 

Its north pole is at right ascen- 
sion 12 hr. 47 m. and declina- 
tion -b 27°. Its borders are very 
irregular and it is divided for a 
long distance into two parts. It 
is even cut entirely across by a 
dark streak near the south pole. 

The “ star gauges ” of the Her- 
schels show that the stars are 
much more numerous in the 

Milky Way than they are in Fm. 17 . -The Milky Way. 
other parts of the sky. 


41. The Constellations and their Positions. — The preced- 
ing work is sufficient to prepare one to study the constellations 
with interest and profit, and he should not stop short of an 
actual acquaintance with all the first-magnitude stars and the 
principal constellations which are visible in his latitude. The 
following table of constellations and their positions is taken 
from Young’s “Elements of Astronomy.” The numbers at 
the top show the degrees of declination between which the 
constellations lie, the Roman numerals at the left show their 
r^ht ascensions, the numbers after the names give the number 
of stars in the constellations easily visible to the unaided 
eye, the names of the ecliptic constellations are italicized, and 
the modern constellations are marked with asterisks. 
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The following maps show the constellations from the north 
pole to declination -50^ When Map I is held up toward 
the sky, facing north, it shows the circumpolar constellations 
in their true relations. The other maps are to be held 
up toward the sky, facing the south. 

QUESTIONS 

Note. — - Let s be the ratio of brightness of a star to one one-tenth of a 
magnitude fainter. Then the brightness of a star of one magnitude is 

times brighter than a star one whole magnitude fainter. But in Art. 
3G it was found that the ratio of brightness of two consecutive magnitudes 
is 2.512 .... Therefore = 2.512 whence s = 1.1 .... 

1. What is the ratio of the light received from Sirius to that received 
from Aldebaran? 

2. Find how man}'' first-magnitude stars would be equivalent in giv- 
ing us liglit to all the stars of the first six magnitudes. 

]\Like a list of the constellations which are on the meridian be- 
tween eight and nine o’clock in the evening for every month in the 
year. 

4. What part of the sky is richest in the stars which are visible to 
the unaided eye? 

5. At what time of the year do these constellations cross the merid- 
ian at eight o’clock in the evening V 

6. Why are there vacant places, that is, fewer constellations, in the 
fix'st column of the table ? 

7. Mark the constellations which contain first-magnitude stars. 

8. What constellations pass through your zenith in the diurnal 
motions of the stars? 

9. It will be seen later that the sun is traveling nearly towar<i the 
star Yega in Lyra. Point in that direction at your class hour. What 
will be the direction with respect to your horizon twelve hours 
later? 

10. At what time of the year is the earth on the opposite side of the 
sun from Vega? 

11. ^ Make an observing programme for to-night, consisting of the con- 
stellations to be seen on the meridian and those immediately to the east 
and west, and the apparent positions of the circumpolar constellations, 
together with all the first- magnitude stars which are in all of them. 

12. How many of them can you identify on the sky? (The next 
articles will assist in this work.) 
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42. How to find the Pole Star. — It is not easy for an 
observer to pick out the constellations, unless he is quite 
familiar with them, when he does not know the cardinal 
points. The first thing to be done in any case is to find the 
pole star. It is a second-magnitude star in Ursa Minor and 
stands quite apart from all otlier bright stars. Its altitude 
is equal to the latitude of the observer. 

The Big Dipper is one of the most conspicuous and well- 
known of the groups of stars. It is a part of the constella- 
tion Ursa Major 
and is always above 
the horizon in the 
latitude of the 
United States and 
Europe. It is com- 
posed of seven stars 
of about the second 
magnitude which 
form the outline of 
a great dipper, and 
‘it can always be 
found without diffi- 
culty. 

The stars Alpha 
and Beta are called 
the pointers,” for they are almost directly in a line with the 
pole star, Polaris, and about five times their distance apart 
from it. Consequently, when the dipper has been found, it 
m a simple matter to find the pole star. 

Besides being a sort of guide in the study of the sky, the 
pole star is of much interest in other respects. It is a noted 
double Btar, the brighter component beiiiig a little fainter 
than the second magnitude, and the companion fainter than 
the ninth. Their distance apart is ^about 18.6^'. • It is im- 
possible for the unaided eye to Sjpparate^ two objects as close 
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together as these stars are, for we cannot see' separately 
stars which are much less than 3' apart, and thin they 
must be not very bright. The two components of PolarTs 
can be seen with a telescope of three inches aperture and a 
mapifying power of from 75 to 100. The larger one is 
yellowish, and the smaller one white. In 1899 Campbell 
found by the spectroscope that the brighter component is 
a triple It is so distant that it takes the light from it moi 
than 40 years to come to us. If it were in some way ex! 
tmguished. It would be “seen,” in the ordinary sense, Sr 
more than 40 years, as though nothing had happened. 

43. Units for estimating Angular Distances. — There is no 
smentific value in a statement that two stars seem to be a 
yard apart, for no two people would agree in such a descrin- 

scientific and simplest way is to giw 
their apparent angular separation, but to do this with Iny 

“®*"«‘^tion and practice are Z 

It is 90° from the horizon to the zenith. This furnishes a 
unit for_ estimating large angles. One has to be somewhat 
careful m estimating the position of the zenith. 
ample, with the face to the south look up and fix the ey^ 
on a star which seems to be at the zenith. Keepino- the 
ejes directed toward this object, turn around eo S he 

I tor^rile ' I''** to 

eervM “‘SV* is equal to the latitude of the ob- 

Jo - In ® ^01' tke United States 

IS in the neighborhood of 40°, and for England, 50° It 

IS not so satisfactory as a unit depending on the position 
of two_ stars, for it varies with the positioS of the obserter 

than ^Tt^: toe horison 

The distance from Alpha Urs® Majoris to Polaris (see ; 
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Fig. 18) is iihout 28°. TIiLs xinit, wliicli can always be seen 
ill mir latitude, is voiy convenient for comparison in estimat- 
ing largo distances. 

Tlie distance between the pointers of the Big Dipper is 
about if 20'. This is a very convenient unit for comparison 
in estimating distances of this order of magnitude. 

Tlie diameter of the moon is a little more than half a de- 
gree. This gives a unit for measuring small distances, though 
k is not very satisfactory, because the moon looks larger than 
it really is. Other units will be given in connection with the 
description of some of the principal constellations whichfollow, 

A very convenient and simple aid in estimating distances 
may be secured by holding a pencil at arm’s length up toward 
the sky and observing how much of it is required to reach 
from one of the pointers to the other, or over any other known 
angular distance. With this as a basis, tlie whole pencil may 
be divided by marks into lengths which will cover known 
arcs when held at arm’s length. To find the distance be- 
tween any two objects, hold the pencil at arm’s length and 
find how much of it is covered by the arc joining them, and 
reduce by the known scale on which the pencil is divided. 
It will be found that it takes about 2.75 inches to cover an 
arc of 5°. 

In the search for the finst-magnitude stars one must take 
care not to be misled by the planets, some of which nearly 
always can be s^en. Since they move in the sky, their posi- 
tions can not be described in connection with the constella- 
tions. They can be recognized from the fact that they are 
always near the ecliptic, and that a few days’ observations 
will show their motions. 

44. Ursa Major (the Greater Bear). — The most conspicu- 
ous jjart of Ursa Major is the Big Dipper, which occupies 
its eastern part.^ It extends north, south, and west of the 

* East and uncst are to be understood here as being measured atong ths 
declination oirolos around the pole. Thus, below the pole east in the sky i* 
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bowl of the Dipper for more than 10°, hut all the stars in 
these parts are of the third magnitude or fainter. 

Near the star Zeta (Mizar), which is at the. bend in the 
handle, there is a little star of the fifth magnitude called 
Alcor. Its distance is 11.5', and it can be seen easily by 
people with good eyes. Mizar is itself a fine double, com- 
posed of a white star and one of an emerald color. The 
distance of the two components from each other is about 
14.6", and a 3-inch telescope will easily show them. It is 
not known just how far the system is from us, but it is cer- 
tainly so far away that it takes the light more than 100 years 
to come to us, and perhaps very much longer. The two com- 
ponents are actually so far apart that if an observer were on 
one, the other would probably look like a distant, though 
bright, star. The larger of the two components has been 
found to be approaching the solar system at the rate of nearly 
20 miles per second. 

The first of a series of very important discoveries was 
made in 1889 by E. C. Pickering in spectroscopic observa- 
tions of the brighter component of Mizar. It was found by 
methods which will be discussed at the proper place (Art. 399) 
that this star is itself a double in which the components are 
so close together that they can not be distinguished separately 
by any telescope. It is composed of two great suns whose 
combined mass is about 20 times that of our sun, and which 
revolve around their common center of gravity in a period 
of 20.5 days, and at a distance of 36,000,000 miles from each 
other. 

45. Cassiopeia. — To find this constellation, go from the 
middle of the handle of the Big Dipper through Polaris and 
about 30° beyond. That is, the pole is about midway between 
the two groups, as can be seen from the table in Art. 41. 

west with respect to the horizon The following statements all refer to direc- 
tions in the sky except when otherwise indicated, and care must be taken 
not to understand them in any other sense. 
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The coDstellution is distingnished by a zigzag, or letter W 
coiiijjosed of Kovon stars from the second to the fourth mag' 
nitudes. The brightest one is at the bottom of the second 
part of the W, and is a tine double, colors rose and blue, which 
can be seen separately A\itli a 2-inch telescope. 

One of the most interesting objects in the constellation is 
the star Kta Cassiopeifc, A\hich is near the middle of the 
third stroke of the W, and about 2° from Alplia. It is a fine 
double, which can be separated with a 3-inch telescope. These 
two stars form a binary system, revolving around their 
common center of gravity in a period of about 200 years. It 
takes the light from this pair a little over 9 years to come 
to us. If tliere ai’e planets in such systems, the phenomena 
of night and day and the seasons must be very complicated. 

In 1572 a temporary star suddenly blazed forth in this 
constellation, and became so bright that it could be seen in 
full daylight. It did much to stimulate the interest and zeal 
of Tycho Brahe (Art. 135 ), who was then a young man of 
twenty-six. 

46. The Equinoxes. — To find the vernal equinox, draw a 
line from Polaris through the most westerly star in the W of 
Cassiopeia, and prolong it 90°. This point, which is on the 
equator, is very near the vernal equinox. There are, unfor- 
tunately, no conspicuous stars near this point, which is in the 
constellation Pisces. 

The autumnal equinox is found by drawing a line from 
Polaris through Delta Ursm Majoris, and prolonging it 90° 
to the equator. This point is in Virgo, which contains the 
■' first-magnitude star Spica. The autumnal equinox is about 
^ 10° north and 20° we.st of »Spiea. 

47. Lyra. — Lyra is a small, but very interesting, constel- 
' lation. Its mean right a-scension is about 18.7 hours, and it 
I is about 60° from the pole. No other description of its 
! position is needed, for it is made conspicuous by the brilliant 
! first-magnitude star Vega. 
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As we shall see later (Art. 146), the pole of the heavens 
is not absolutely fixed, and in 12,000 years it will be very 
near Vega. What a splendid pole star it will make ! This 
star is approaching us at the rate of about 10 miles per sec- 
ond, but it is so far away that 30 years are required for its 
light to come to us. The sun, at the same distance, would 
be only as bright as Vega is. 

Lyra is a constellation of interest, for it is nearly in its 
direction that the sun, with its retinue of planets, is moving. 

There are two stars of the fourth magnitude, Epsilon and 
Zeta Lyrse, each about 2° from Vega. One is northeast and 
the other southeast, and the three stars form a nearly equi- 
lateral triangle. The star Epsilon is a double, composed of 
two nearly equal stars separated by a distance of 207". A 
person with good eyesight, under favorable conditions, can 
distinguish the two components without optical aid. A 
century ago astronomers gave their ability to separate this 
pair as proof of their having exceptionally keen sight. 
Perhaps with more exacting use the eyesight of our race 
is improving, for a majority of students now can separate 
the ^ pair without any practice. 

The star Epsilon Lyrae should be carefully observed. 
The distance between the two components seems small, but 
astronomers regularly measure of this angle. The 

discovery of Neptune (Arts. 9 and 285) was based on the 
fact that it had pulled Uranus from its predicted place 
only a little more than half of this angular distance as 
seen from the earth. When Epsilon Lyrae is viewed with 
a telescope, it presents a great surprise. The two compo- 
nents appear to be far apart, and it is seen that each one 
of them is a double, thus forming a fine system of four suns. 

About 5.5° south of Vega and 3° east is the third-magni- 
tude star Beta Lyrae. It is a very remarkable variable, its 
brightness changing in a strange manner by more than a 
magnitude in a period of 12 da. and 22 hr. The subject 
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of variable stars is to bo diseussed later (Arts. 40;5 to 
407), but it may be remarked in passing' that, according to 
the work of Myers, this is really a doid)le whose components 
are more tlian 10,000,000 miles m diameter, whose masses 
are 10 and 21 times that of our sun, iiml whose nn-an den- 
sities are about that of wat(*r, I his is a vei'y <lilli(!uit 
case, and the results are perhaps still ojieii to some <|Ues- 
tion. When you look at the star, thoiigli, yon see one of 
great intei-est, which is apt to throw much light on the early 
stages of double-star evolution. 



Fits. 10.— 'ilu* Riii« NVlmla in Lyra. «/ t/ui 

lAvk 


Aboiib 2*5® of Botu Lyra* in t!u* iliinl-inafynitialo 

star (iamma Lyra. On the line Joining these two stars 
and about one-third of the di.stan(te from IJeta is a ring, or 
aiumlur, nebuht, the only one td the few that an* known 
which can be soon with a small telescope. It takes a large 
instrument, however, to show much of its detail. 
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48. Hercules. — This is a very large constellation Ivin? 

west and southwest of Vega, but it contains no stars brighter 
than the third magnitude. ungnter 

About 26” west of Ve^ is a trapezoidal figure of five stare. 

U aboT 6 “ ‘°Ttre”"‘'' ““ “= “““ ““ 

are two stars in the north- 
east corner, one of the tliird 
magnitude and one of 
the fourth. Tlie star in the 
southeast corner is of the 
fourth magnitude, and 
those at the other corners 
are of the third. On the 
western side, about one- 
third the distance from the 
northern end, is one of 
the finest star clusters in 

the whole sky. Messier 13. . — 

It is visible to the un- Cluster in Hercules 

fflflorl zavrza (Messier 13). Photographed by Raohey 

aiaed. eye on a clear, dark 4o^nch telescope of the Yerhes 

night, and with the tele- 

discovered by Halley 
(1656-1742), but denves its present name from the cata- 
logue of the great French comet hunter, Messier (1730- 
1811), who did all of his work with an instrument of 2.5 
inches aperture. 


49. Scorpio (The Scorpion). — Twelve constellations lie 
along the ecliptic and constitute the Zodiac (see italicized 
names in Table of Art. 41). Scorpio is the ninth of these 
and the most brilliant one of all; in fact, the finest southern 
constellation that can be seen in our latitude. It is about 
60 south of Hercules, and is always easily recognized by the 
nery red first-magnitude star, Antares, which in light-giving 
power is equal to 900 suns such as ours. This' star has a 
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small groen companion of the seventh magnituclo 7" west of 
it, hut a 5 or 6 inch telescope and a good atmosphere are nec- 
essary in order that the companion may be seen. About 
5“ northwest of Antares is a very compact and line cluster, 
Messier 80. Scorpio lies in one of the richest and most 
varied parts of the Milky Way. 

50. Corona Borealis (The Northern Crown). — Just west 
of the great constellation Hercules is the little constellation 
Corona Borealis. It is easily recognized by a semicircle of 
six small stars opening to the northeast. 

51. Bootes (The Hunter) . — Bootes is a large constellation 
lying west of Corona Borealis and reaching from near the 
equator to within 36“ of the pole. It always can be recog- 
nized easily by its brilliant first-magnitude star ^Vrc.turus, 
which is about 20“ southwest of Corona Borealis. One hun- 
dred years are required for its light to come to us, and it is 
approaching us at the rate of about 5 miles per second. In 
light-giving power it is equivalent to about 1300 suns 
such as ours. 

52. Leo (The Lion). — This is one of the zodiacal con- 
stellations, and the ecliptic passes very near to its brightest 
star Regulus. It is about 60“ west of Arcturus and is recog- 
nized easily by a sickle of seven stars opening to the south- 
west, with Regulus at the end of its handle. One of the 
many things of interest in connection with this constellation 
is that the November 14 meteors seem to radiate from a 
point within the blade of the sickle. 

53. Andromeda. — This is a large constellation just .south 
of Cassiopeia, but it contains no first-magnitude stars. Its 
most interesting object is the Great An<lromeda Nebula, the 
brightest in all the sky, which is about 15° directly south of 
Alpha Cassiopeiie. It can be seen without diificulty on a 
clear, moonless night as a hazy patch of light. When seen 
through a telescope, it fills a part of the s% nearly 2“ long 
and 1° wide. In its center there is a stsir which is probably 
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variable. Its spectrum presents peculiarities which seem 
to indicate that perhaps it is composed of solid or liquid 
material surrounded by cooler gases. 

54. Perseus. — Perseus is a large constellation situated 
in the Milky Way directly east of Andromeda. The second 
brightest star in it is Algol (The Demon), of the second 
magnitude, and the earliest-known variable star. Its period 
is 2 da. 20 hr. 49 m. and at its minimum, which lasts about 
18 m., it is of the fourth magnitude. That is, it loses more 
than five-sixths of its light at intervals of its period. The 
explanation is that it has a relatively dark companion revolv- 
ing around it which partially eclipses it at regular intervals. 
It is not near any bright stars, and it can be recognized from 
its coordinates (right ascension 3 hr. 1 m., declination 40® 
32^), and from the fact that it is about 10° south of a line of 
small stars running northwest and southeast. 

There is also a remarkable double cluster in this constella- 
tion about 10° east of Alpha Cassiopeise. 

55. Auriga (The Charioteer). — This large constellation 
lies east of Perseus. It is rich in telescopic objects, particu^ 
larly star clusters. Its principal object of interest for work 
without a telescope is the great first-magnitude star Capella, 
which is about 40° from the Big Dipper and nearly in a line 
from Delta through Alpha Ursae Majoris. It is receding 
from us at the rate of 15 miles per second, and is already so 
far away that its light is 32 years coming to us. The spec- 
troscope shows that it is much like the sun, but the sun 
would not be such a splendid^ object at the distance of this 
star. The computation of Maunder shows that it radiates 
220 times as much light as is given out by the sun. 

56. Taurus (The Bull). — This constellation is southwest 
of Auriga and contains two conspicuous groups, the Pleiades 
and the Hyades, and the brilliant red star Aldebaran. The 
Pleiades are seven stars about 30° southwest of Capella and 
nearly 20° south and a little west of Algol. The stars form 
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!• .lintiov with two stars instwnl of UIIIJ at 

tl,c point f,;;,„„il,, wind, >» tl.„ o„e 

at tUo end of tho .l.moul.y in »oing 

It, for it was tic i y i ^ it now. 

but any one with e y h Puople with excep- 

tionally good eye- 
sight can see eleven 
stars ill the innue- 
diate vicinity of the 
group. 

In trying these 
tests of faint stars, 
tuie will he surprised 
to catch glimpses of 
stars a little to one 
side of the point 
where he is looking, 
and to have them 
disappear when he 
looks where he 
thought he saw 
them. 'I'ke expla- 
nation is simple. 

me le,»ta fte front of the eye 

at to back part. Tbi, ..to. '» ““f lU. 

where the optie ueive ^ 

ir Tn^Sn : tlX retina 
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several hundred years are required for tlie light' to come 
from them to us. From the proper motion of Alcyone, dis- 
cussed by Newcomb, and on the hypothesis that it is due in- 
directly to the actual motion of the sun, it follows that it 
takes 267 years for the light to come from this star to us. 
The sun seen at this vast distance would appear as a star of 
the ninth magnitude, or about as bright as Alcyone. 
About the middle of the last century Madler thought Alcy- 
one was the center of the universe and that all the other 
stars revolved around it, but there is not a particle of evi- 
dence to support such an idea. 

The ecliptic passes about 4° south of the Pleiades, which 
are sometimes eclipsed by the moon. About 8° southeast of 
the Pleiades is the Hyades group, containing the red first - 
magnitude star Aldebaran. 

57 . Orion. — Southeast of Taurus and directly south of 
Auriga is the constellation Orion lying across the equator 
between the fifth and sixth h6urs of right ascension. This 
is the finest region of the whole sky for work without a tele- 
scope. About 7® north of the equator and 15° southeast of 
Aldebaran is the ruddy Betelgeuse. About 20° southwest 
of Betelgeuse is the first-magnitude star Rigel. About mid- 
way between them and almost on the equator is a row of 
second-magnitude stars running northwest and southeast. 
This is the Belt of Orion. From its southern end another 
row of fainter stars runs off to the southwest almost towai'd 
Rigel. It is the Sword of Orion. The central star of this 
row appears a little fuzzy. It is not a star at all, but the 
Great Orion Nebula, which, through a telescope, strikes many 
observers as being the most impressive object in the whole 
sky. There are, indeed, znany stars in the nebula, particu- 
larly the trapezium of four stars near its center, but the 
greater part of the light comes from the nebula. 

Some idea of the meaning of the photograph (Fig. 22), 
which shows more than a square degree of sky, can be ob- 
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great mass of glowing gas ; at least, that part of it which 
gives us light is gaseous. 

The star Betelgeuse is slightly variable, and Eigel has a 
faint and close companion, while nearly every star in the 
Belt and Sword is either double or multiple. 

58. Canis Major (The Greater Dog}. — This constellation 
is southeast of Orion and is marked by Sirius, the brightest 
star in all the sky. Sirius is almost in a line with the Belt 
of Orion and a little over 20° from it. This is one of the 
stars which is comparatively near to us, the light coming 
from it in 8.4 years. Expressed in miles, the distance is 
47,000,000,000,000 of miles, and the star is approaching us 
at the rate of about 10 miles per second. Sirius is really 
overtaking the sun, for the solar system is moving in the 
opposite direction. 

The history of Sirius for the last two centuries is very" in- 
teresting, and furnishes a good illustration of the value of 
the deductive method in making discoveries. First, it was 
found by Halley in 1718 that it has a motion with respect 
to fixed reference lines ; then, a little more than a century 
later, Bessel found that this motion is somewhat irregular. 
He interpreted this as meaning that Sirius and an unseen 
companion are revolving around their common center of 
gravity which describes the arc of a great circle as the stars 
ordinarily do. This companion actually was discovered by 
Alvan G. Clark in 1862, while testing the 18-inch telescope 
now of the Dearborn Observatory at Evanston. The two 
stars revolve around their center of gravity in a period of 
about 50 years. The distance of the two components from 
each other is about 1,800,000,000 of miles; Sirius is about 
' 10,000 times as bright as its companion (it is difficult to de- 
termine the magnitude of the companion) ; its mass is a little 
more than 2 times that of the companion; their combined 
mass is more than 3.5 times that of the sun, and they radiate 
about 30 times as much light as the sun does. 
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59. Canis Minor (Tho Lessor Dog). — This constellation 
is directly east of Orion and is of interest here heuause of 
its first-magnitude star Procyon, which is ahout "i.')® east and 
just a little south of lletelgeusc. The history of this star is 
much like that of Sirius, the faijit companion having been 
discovered in 1806, by Sehaeberle, at the Lick Observatory. 

The period of revolution of the two components of Procyon 
is 40 years, and their combine<l mass is 0.6 times that of the 
sun. If the orbits of such sy.stems as Sirius and Procyon 
and their companions were edgewise to the earth, the brighter 
components would be regularly eclipsed, and the stars would 
be variables of the Algol t>pe (Art. 404), tlnmgh with such 
long periods and sliort time of eclipse that their variability 
would probably not be readily di.s(!overe<l. 

60. Gemini (The Twins). — This is the fourth zoiliacal 
eon.stC‘llatiun, and lies directly noi-th of Canis Minor. Its 
two principal stars. Castor and Pollu.'t, are about 'Iff north 
of Procyon and about 4.5° apart. Castor being the farther 
north. Castor is Alpha, and Pollu.x is Beta, Geminoriim, 
although Pollux is now the bi-ighter of the two, both being 
between the second and first magnitudes. 'I'hut Pollux is 
now the brighter of the two may be due to the fact that 
Castor is receding at the rate of 4.5 miles per second, while 
Pollux is approacliing at the rate of :18 mile.s per 8ec<md, 

Castor is a very tine tlouble star, and the two components 
can be separated with a small telescope. Their period of 
revolution is nearly 1000 years. In his study of this 
system, Belapohsky found with the sjaxdroseopc that tijo 
brighter ooinponeiit is also a <louble, one of the pair being 
dark. Their period of revolution is about .‘1 days. 1'he mass 
of tho close pair is apparently small, being sonnithing like 
that of the sun. 

Ahout 10° southeast of Pollux is the large star cluster 
Prmsepe (The Beehive), which can bo seen on clear, moonless 
nights without a telescope. 
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61. Observations. — The discussion of the constellations 
will be closed here, not because all have been described, or, 
indeed, any one of them adequately, but because enough has 
been said to show one that the sky is full of objects of in- 
terest which can be found and enjoyed with very little optical 
aid. The reader is expected to observe all the objects which 
have been described, so far as the time of year and the in- 
strumental help at his command will permit. If he does 
this, the whole subject will have a deeper and more lively 
interest, and it will be a pleasure to make constant appeals 
to the sky to verify statements and descriptions. 

The general features of the constellations are very simple, 
but the whole subject can not be mastered in an evening. 
One should go over it several times with no more powerful 
instruments than opera glasses. After that will come work 
with the telescope ; this instrument will be described in the 
next chapter, where it will be seen how intimately its forms 
of mounting and its manipulation are related to the refer- 
ence points and lines. 


QUESTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS 

1. Which side of the line from Beta Ursae Majoris to Polaris is 
Alpha Ursae Majoris? 

2. How far apart would two objects have to be to subtend an angle of 
3' at a distance of 20, 30, and 40 feet? Make two artificial stars on the 
blackboard at one of these distances at the proper distance from each 
other, and see how many can distinguish the two points. (See that those 
who are to observe do not know in advance the direction of the stars 
from each other.) 

3. What is really meant when one says he “sees” an object? 

4. Perform the experiment of Art. 43 in locating the zenith. 

5. What are the angular distances from Alpha to Delta Ursse 
Majoris ; from Alpha to Gamma Ursse Majoris, and from Alpha to Eta 
Ursse Majoris ? 

6. Which way is east on the sky at a point whose altitude is 40° and 
azimuth 160°? 
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7. How many stars can >(.n s(>e in tlio howl of tin- Bi-r 
(\(“ry k(«(‘n cjcs iirulor very favorahln coinlitions can see ci<.-ht‘) ^ ' 

io j'ffjor arc nearly in a line with Vcoa’ 

, , ; v' n*i ««'■ tl>at Epsilon Lvric is a 

double. \Uiat (hrection do the two c.oinponenls lie from each othcr^ 
Can you .see the dark sky between tliom V ‘ 

‘ -star duster 

in. Does Antarc.s api-ear red to you? Do you always aen-eo with the 
colors as gicen in the text? (Experienced ohser\er.s often disagree 
especially on iauit stars.) 

i;3. A\ Inch of the stars of the sickle of Leo has a faint star near iV> 

14. llow IS hi^o situated with respect to the Dipp^.j-v 

^dasses?'^*^ Andromeda without oi^jra 

It). ln*om the journal, Popular Astronornff, the pha.se of Aleol and 
Qhserve a minimum. ' ^ 

17. Does Capella seem to you to he yellowish ? 

18. Can you see seven stars in Ili<^ Pleiades? 

10. Can ;^ou see more than seven? 

20. See if you can observe the moon passing near tin* Pleiades. 

21. Compare the colors of Aldebaran, Betefgeuse, and Rigel. 
m 2. Look at tile Orion !Nt*bula with opera glasses. 

2;h At what time of the year does the sun have the same right ascen- 
sum as Sinus? ^ 

difference in the brightness of Castor and 
lolius:. How do tliey com])are wifli Polaris? 

2'). What condellatioiiK north of the eipialor, which haw not been 
dehcnbed, contain fii-ht-magnitiide atars? Deucribo their tamitiouM witli 
mspect to the other oou-shdlatioiis. 

r«’ eonstdJatio!i.s nortli of the equator are in the Jlilky Wav? 

£. tv hat portion of tlie Milky Way i« .livided into two parts? ‘ 

»K. irom tlie data of Art. 47 liml how long it will take Vi'ga and the 
sau to jmss each other. 


NOTE 

Tn addition to the work on eonatellations which has Ims*)! given, there 
are always unmerons phenomena to ho ol>served, siioh as the planets, 
oecnltations by the moon, eelipues, meteoric showers, and comets. These 
phenomena are temporary or changing, and one can not follow them sue- 
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cessfully without the help of a periodical publication. Then, too, one 
might desire more extended star charts than those given, or a fuller 
treatment of some of the subjects. Nearly every one has access to some 
library where scientific books may be obtained, though they are fre- 
quently old, and scientific treatises rapidly lose their value with age in 
this epoch of many discoveries. 

The following is a list of a few of the journals, maps, and books, most 
of which one eithei should have in his possession or be able to consult. 

1. The American, English, or German Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac . — 

Part III of The American Ephemeris is on phenomena, and gives the 
eclipses of the sun and moon yearly, with maps for the solar eclipses ; 
the moon’s phases and librations; the data for predicting occultations; 
the disks and satellites of the planets (the daily coordinates of the 
planets are given in Part I), with maps showing the positions of 
the orbits of the satellites and the epochs of their greatest elonga- 
tion; and a table giving the positions of all the principal observa- 
tories of the world. 

2. Popular Astronomy. — A monthly journal published at Northfield, 

Minn. It contains a monthly account of the phenomena of The 
American Ephemeris, announcements of discoveries such as comets, 
temporary stars, and variable stars ; the orbits of comets and binary 
stars; popular articles on nearly every conceivable phase of astro- 
nomical thought. 

3. The Astrophysical Journal. — A monthly journal published at Chicago. 

It is much more technical than Popular Astronomy, and is largely 
limited to spectroscopic, photographic, and related original astro- 
nomical discoveries and discussions. 

4. The Astronomical Journal. — A journal published at Cambridge, Mass. 

It is technical and is mostly devoted to researches and discoveries in 
practical astronomy and mathematical astronomy. 

5. The Ohsermtomj. — A sernipopular journal published at Oxford, Eng- 

land. It appeals to a great variety of readers. 

6. Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. — A journal of 

proceedings, discussions, and investigations in all branches of as- 
tronomy, published by the society at London. 

7. Bulletin Ash^onomique.-- A. journal published by the French Astro- 

nomical Society at Paris. It is much like The Astronomical Journal 
in scope. 

8. Astronomische Nachr idhten. — A journal published at Kiel. It is the 

oldest periodical devoted to the interests of astronomy, having been 
started over eighty years ago. It has served as a sort of model for 
The Astronomical Journal. 
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STAR MAPS 


1. Star Atlas, Boston. 

2. Klein’s Star Atlas, London. 

3. l^'ocior's St<tr Atlas. London. 

4*. Peck’s The Ohsercers Atlas of the Heavens, 


London. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 
n. 
6 . 

7. 

8 . 


BOOKS 

Pnicti.r-s Ihilf IlourH irilli Ih’ Slars. London. 

Young’s Hhments »J Aulronmii!/. Bo.ston. 

'I'odd’s Sfuiy and Teli -x-opnx- Boston. 

('lorke, Foulor. and CouAs .Ulronmny \ovk. 

(Jihson’s nr Anmirur Trlexrn/xst'. Ilrndhool New \ oik. 
Sni>Urs A Cyrle „f ('rlri.liiil Ohjrcts. Oxfold. 

CU*rke’s Si/Arm o/thr Aliir'<. [..ondon. 

N’owcomh’s The'stms. New York. 
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CHAPTER IV 


TELESCOPES 

62. Kinds of Telescopes. — When classified on the basis of 
their method of gatliering liglit, telescoi)es are of two binds, 
tlie refracting and the rafleeting. In the refracting telescope 
the light from the object is gathered by its passing through 
a collecting lens. In the rcfiecting telescope it is gathered 
bj’ its reflection from a concave mirror. 

Wlicu classified on the basis of their uses, telescopes are 
!wo kinds, difl’ering principally in their mounting. An 
portant use of a telescope is to enable us to find with great 
curacy the direction of an object. This re<iuirement 
di'termines the character of one mounting. But if the tele- 
scope is to be used for observing the surfaces of such objects 
as the sun, moon, ami plants, and for measuring short angu- 
lar distances, such as the apparent diameters of the planets, 
a different typo of mounting is required. Both refracting 
and reflecting telescopes may be adapted to either purpose, 
though the refracting is now of universal use in determining 
directions. 

^ The telescope may be used for photographing many celes- 
tial objects, and this adaptation of it is liecoming more and 
more important. When employeil in this way, a visual refract- 
ing telescope must he corrected by means to be explained in 
Art. 77, but the reflecting telescope requires no changes. 

63. The Prism. — A prism, in optics, is a triangular piece 
of transparent material, usually glass, wliosi! faces are made 
accurately plane and polished. Lot ABO (Fig. 24) be a 
cross-section of a prism, and suppose the screen S ^bmits a 
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beam of parallel rays through the narrow slit 0 which is 
placed parallel to an edge of the prism. At P the beam 
strikes the surface AB obliquely. If the prism is denser than 
the air, the rays are bent ^oward the perpendicular to the sur- 
face, and strike the second surface at Q. At this place they 
emerge from a denser to a 
rarer medium, and they are 
bent from the perpendicular 
to the surface. After the 
second refraction they go 
on and strike the screen T 
at R. 

Suppose the beam of 
light is white, that is, a 
mixture of all colors. Then it will be found that the light at 
B is not. white, but a series of all the colors spread out in a 
band whose width depends upon the prism. The violet ligl^ 
will be bent the most of that which is visible, and the red tire 
least. The visible colors in their order, from violet to red, 
are violet, indigo, blue, green, yellow, orange, red, and they 
blend into each other by insensible gradations. Beyond the 
violet there are rays, the ultra violet, to which the human 
eye is not sensitive ; similarly, on the other side of the red 
there are invisible rays, the infra red. The whole series of 
rays after their separation constitutes the spectrum. Until 
quite recently, none but the visible part of the spectrum was 
of interest to astronomers, but, as will be seen later, the other 
parts are becoming of great value. 

Prisms of the same shape, but of different kinds of glass, 
refract light quite differently. As a rule, the denser the 
glass, or medium, the more the light is refracted.^ There is 
also another very important difference. For a given prism 
the widths of the various colors have a definite relation to 
one another, but for a prism of another kind this relation may 
be quite different. Thus, one kind of glass may bend the 




78 


rNruomvTioN to a.sthonomy 


trum Iv. Anothlr^khut of <rhss^mu ®P®°- 

the ^uae nn.ouut, but .spiul -ya 

wider spcctraia. This «pl•ea,lu,^«■ out of th f f ” 
daemon. It plays an important part in f ^ f 
iciuictive telescope, and is the basis of Qt the 

(i^ee Arts. 819-328.; spectrum analysis. 

64. The Eve. Tim av.. ^ 

whose t-eueml structure ami uses musur. "'f 
to compreheud the theory ot telescopes^ “ "-tier 

i'lgure 2o represents an a.vial section of n 

opaque sclerotic coat, which is a omt n' ^ 

’ I'l'otoctive coverins? of the 

Mliole eye e.vcejit Q, the 

<^omea, which is transiiar- 

i^Hckof C'there isa 

ions L i;oinposed of suc- 
cessive layers which re- 
inn't the light more and 
more as the center is ap- 
proached. At the hack of 

is spread out into the retina and 'it ««i've »■ 

exgpt at the ,„i,rt where 1^:1 ‘‘,r.„”",rrUu 

the «W e“.rufri;fl1.r,l^^^^^^^ T\ ' 

too near the eye.') The litdit »~i r *< •’ i’ relatively 

overy point of AB. CotshhiV lhe“ rayrrSnf T^o 

thouil, h ^yili 1 i. *^*^*^^ Olio of 

through it without ^hangfeVSSor^f^ 

retina at «. Another will utril-^ , . , ^ 'V o« the 
oWiquely, and, aceSi'* ““ 

be bent as indicated in the fiiriw ft t ‘n 

siuipe, it will also full „„ Ilm Ltiiif ItT '‘r T 

ray tro™ ot will „„ ra/'frolf:™ '„Z 
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point P will fall on the retina at some other point p. 
result is that there is a separate image of every point of AB 
on the retina. In some way, which is not fully understood, 
the stimulus of this image is conveyed to the brain over the 
optic nerve, and we are conscious of “ seeing ” something. 

The main point here is that the lens collects the slightly 
diverging rays from the object and forms an image on the 
retina. The closer the object is to the eye, the more diver- 
gent are the rays from a given point which fall on the lens. 
If the object is very near, the lens of the eye can not refract 
them enough to bring them together on the retina. In this 
condition, instead of all the rays from A being brought to- 
gether at a, they will tend toward a point back of a and will 
be spread over a little spot around a, and so with every 
point. The images of the different points of AB will over- 
lap and form an indistinct image on r. Consequently the 
object can not be seen distinctly. 

The conclusion is that the rays may diverge a little, but 
must not diverge very much if they are to form a distinct 
image on the retina. The amount of the divergence admis- 
sible can be seen from the fact that the pupil of the eye is 
from one-fifth to one-quarter of an inch in diameter, while 
the distance of most distinct vision, that is, sharpest images 
on the retina, is from 15 to 20 inches. From the principles 
of Art. 20 and these data, it is found that the eye can brmg 
rays to a sharp focus only if the extreme ones which enter 
the pupil diverge less than about 45'. 

THE EEFRAOTING" TELESCOPE 

65. The Simple Lens and its Image. — There are certain 
serious difficulties to be overcome as far as possible m con- 
structing a telescope, but the subject will be best understood 
by first considering the general principles which are involved, 
without reference to these refinements. A refracting te e- 
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• 4. ..f 4,vn owontial parts. One is a lens, the 

S^rwhich Others the rays and fonns an hnage of the 

the image and in a sense m.ionuies 

ufibe*' toUe°'e<.nve^ lens whose two surfaces may 

have quhe different (In the figure it is 

Let AB be a very distant objcc - t themvs from 
necessary to represent it as eing net_ ^. ) ^ 

nearly parallel. Suppose all 
the rays from A are refracted 
to the point a and that those 
from B are refracted to 6 , 
ii . is in the air at al an inverted image ol 

ihc 4 c?t ia Only three r..ys from each of the two 

&SS. Of « -“i 
from Fig. 21 i that f™” “'''■T £ and who» 'lireetio Js 

which passes thro^^S ^ ^^thTriys from the extremities of AB\ 

S: fme.‘ “totoX" Ji«»otrr ./ tS. 

— r (Z rr diameter of the ie... 

" SSsISr a imrs ofgon site , H,adf to 

of light from the ohjotj^^ l^^^ of the hnage do- 

image, and it follows ' ® ^,un«>se the <d>jeet is 

orea.es ^ “^, 1 ” niagelnc^^^ and its hright- 

a surface ; then the swe <>i i c K objec- 

n« !>“'^“^“*( 4 ’"“rightnera of the inmgo deism* 

*r admitted by the objeotivo. 
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The light admitted varies directly as the surface of the ob- 
jective, or as the square of its diameter. Hence the final 
result is that the Irightness of the image formed by an objective 
varies as the square of the aperture (diameter of the objective) 
and inversely as the square of the focal length (the distance 
from the objective to the image). 

67. Photographing the Image. — If a sensitive plate is 
exposed at the focal plane, the image of the object will be 
secured. Suppose the object is bright, like the sun or moon ; 
then it is advantageous to use a telescope with a long focal 
length, for there will be no lack of light when the image 
is large. Suppose, on the other hand, that the object is 
very faint, like some of the nebulas ; then it is advantageous 
to use a telescope with a short focal length, for the problem 
is to secure an image bright enough so that a picture may 
be secured in the time which can be given to an exposure. 
In this case the scale of the picture will be small, but when 
comets, nebulas, and other faint objects of large extent are 


photographed, this is not an objectionable feature. 

68. Seeing the Image. — In treating the problem of seeing 
the image, a single point of it may be considered ; for, if the 
individual points can be seen separately, there will be no 
trouble with any number of them together. 

Suppose the object is very remote and that the sensibly 
parallel rays from one of its points strike the lens L and 

pass through the ^ 

focus J'. The light 1 

would make a point — I 

on a photographic j 

plate exposed at F. i-io, 27 . 

Consider the effect . 

on the eye placed at F. The rays come to a point on the 
lens of the eye from the whole objective. Since they are 
converging, they will not be brought to a focus on the 
and tjpte whole objective will appear to be filled with light. 
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If the eye held jnsi a little hack of F the rays will not all 
strike it at the same i)omt,but they will ho so (lucigent that 
the eve lens can not bring them to a point on llie retina, and 
the image will appear blurred. The resu t is the same as 
when one tries to see an object held very close to the eye. 

Suppose now that the eye is held back a'few >nches and 
let it be remembered that the pupd through which the light 
must pass is small. Only a small pax^t o the whole cone o 
rays will enter the eye, and they will be those which aie not 
stiLgly divergent. When a normal eye is back eight or 
£11 inches, it cmi focus the rays which enter the pupil, and 

the imaa'C appears as a ])C>int. -.i -i 

Let us find whether fainter objects can be seen with the 
sino-le lens L than can be seen without it, and whether more 
of the details of such an object as the moon are made visible. 
'Idle first problem is to lind whether more rays from a 
point of the object enter the pupil of the eye with the lens 
than without it. Idle cross-scction of the cone ol ^ 
of F is illuminated by the object more than the outside of t le 
telescope until the diameter of the cone is as groat that of 
the objective. But the cone of rays does not become as laip 

dtoce from tl.e lm.s to J. ( Wqum.tly, .t tl.e eyr M Wd 
nearer llie focus tban the focal distance ot the obiectue, it 
will receive more light than it will on the outside, and within 
S limit fainter idijects can be .seen through the objective 

than with the iiuaidctl it 

Supiiose the light couh'h from two poinls very ^ ’ 

then another system of sensibly para Uel rays will 
objective at an angle differing slightly rom he ang e of 
thlse already considered, and they will be brought to a focus 
at a point very near F. Kuppose this point is just below F 
in Fig- 27, and call it (Fig. 28). The niys of 

those two cones make the same angle with each other that 
the two systems of rays do before they strike the objective. 
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Fig. 28 


Thus, i. Kg. 28 let « - 

in L. There are rays from a greater 

“gle'^th eStrer tW the angle between e mrd <f at L. 

Without the use 
of the objective, all 
the rays of the first 
set are parallel to 
c and all those of 

the second set are „vaavf r,f their two images on the 

parallel to o', and the is Wn c 

retina depends upon an^ ^ S ^p 

and o' andfarenoughfromJf' and ^ so 

brought to a focus, 

that the angle between the ^ | than 

then the images on “Lective. 

they would be without t e use e not indefinitely 

The terminal nerve fibers o^E the 

fine, and order that they may be separately 

(about of an inc ) ^^-^ots some- 

distinguished. Therefore ^^.^^tive 

times may be seen ® P ^ apoaratelv without it. 
alone when they no e s preceding discussion has 

69. Use of t4 resX merit except for 

been given more in detad than treated. As 

the illumination they giv fi . , t by treating first 

before, the discussion can be made ^ the 

source of light is 
one point, and then 
where it is two 
points close to- 
its, gether. 

Suppose parallel rays from a star place a 

that toy ie brougbt to a foooa at J (Kg. 
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small Ions E, more coiivox than L, at snch a distance from i' 
that the divergent rays which fall upon it ((merge parallel, 
llien the whole cylinder of rays which entered L parallel 
emerge from E paralUd in a much smaller cylinder. If the 
eye is placed an 3 'where hack of JE, parallel rays will enter it 
and will ho brought to a focus on the retina. The object 
will appear to be a point just as it does without the telescope, 
but it will be much brighter because the cylinder of rays has 
been greatly condemsed. 

For illustration, compare the eye with a 2-inch telescope. 
The diameter of the pupil is about one-lifth of an inch. The 
light-gathering power of the eye and of the telescope are to 
each other a's the s(puires of their apertures; that is, as (If 
is to (2)2 or as 1 is to 10<>. Therefore the telescojie enables 
the eye to get 100 times as muc.h light from the star as it 
wouUl get without it. On this basis, since the ratio of the 
light of a first-magnitude star to that of a sixth-magnitude 
star is as 100 is to 1, if a sixth-magnitude star is just visible 
without the tcdescope, a star five magnitudes fainter, or the 
eleventh, would b(i just visible with the telescope. There is, 
however, quite a little lo.ss of light by absorption in the glass 
and reflection from the surfaties of the lenses, so that the ac- 
tual difference is less than the theoretical. But Argelander 
made his great catalogue of stars down to magnitude 9.5 

with a 2.5-inch tel- 
escope, which am- 
ply illustrates the 
value of even a 
small instrument. 
Now consider the 
case of two lumi- 
nous points, as stars, 
near together in the 
sky. After passing through the objective the mys converge 
at two points, F and F' in Fig. SO. Now place an eyepiece 
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lens at sucli a distance from and J" ^^°When 

of rays emerge from it in two sets of parallel rays. When 
1“™ is ptaed took o£ the oyepleee, the two so t o{ p»r- 
allel ws hrouglit together at two points on the relma, 
S tto objeot appL. to oonaist of two pointy as it d«e 
without the telescope. There are two difterences. In the 
first place each point appears brighter, for each cylm 
rays is greatly condensed; and in the second place the tw 
points appear farther apart, for the rays c and c make a 
greater angle with each other after passing through the eye- 

ratio totwoon the naW 
apparent angular diameter of an object and its aparen 
angular diameter as seen through the telescope is the mag- 
Sg power of the telescope. In Fig. 80 tbe natural 
anjulfr separation of the two objects isthe angle between 
c and e', or the angle subtended by FF as seen from t 
center of L. The angular separation as seen through the eye- 
piece is the angle subtended by FF’ as seen from ^be center 
of F. These two ^les, which are small and subtended by 
the same distance^', are to each other nearly inversely as 
thP distance of FF' from the two lenses. lor a given 
objective the shorter the focus of the eyepiece the higher 
Si magnifying power; and for a given eyepiece the longer 
S: S 0^ to ^bjectiv, to higher the 
The converse statements are also true. That is, the mag 
Wng power of any eombination of ohjectoe and eyepreoe 
J to focal length of to objective divided by to foeal 

'Tot elmptoif tofooal length of to objective is 36 inches, 
nnd toTallength of the eyepi^e is three-fourto of an 

'"tvOTySS SntTay ofOTejsnring to 

niMns Lwer of a given combination of objective and eye- 
is to focus on a star and tom the telescope on to sky 



INTMODlKnoy TO /1,S77/0;Vf).Vr 


ia tlie (laytime, A cylinder of ra\s will einersx! from the 
eyc^.piece, and the ratio of the diameter of the objective to 
that of this cylinder is the ma‘:>’iiifyinfj power of the coinbi- 
nati<3U* Witli a givcni objective, whicli is the expensive 
part of a telescope, several eyei^ieces generally are used, 
giving various magnifying ]>owei‘s. 

71. Seeing Large, Faint Objects. — dlie more an object is 
magnified, the fartlier apart are tin* images of its parts on 
the retina. This means that the light which enters the eye 
is spread over a larger sm’face and the intensity is corre- 
spondingly less. C(3nsequently, it diminislies lltc apparent 
brightness of an object to magnify it, and in viewing faint 
objects of finite apparent dimtmsions, a low-pow(‘r eyepiece 
should be used. Tlie principal id>jects of this (dass are 
comets and nelmlas wluch generally arc of considerable 
angular dimeiisious. 

It is advantageous to see as miicli of an object as posvsible 
at once, and here again the low-power eyepie<‘c has the 
advantage. A high-power eyepiece must be very convex, 
and this limits its diameter so that it takes in only a small 
part of tlie rays which come to a focus in the focal plane of 
tlic objective. Comet hunters always use low-power eye- 
pieces so as to secure high illumination and a wide field. 

72. Seeing Small, Bright Objects. — Suppose the object is 
a very close doulde star. The image of <nich star in the eye 
is a point, for the two systems of rays (unerge in parallel 
lines from the eyepiece. Consequently, a high power does 
not diminish the brightness, but makes the stars seem farther 
apart. This is precisely what is desired in order that they 
may be seen separately. '3'herefore in such work a high 
power should be used. 

A ward of warning needs to be given at this point. The 
irregular density of the air and the waves in it ttanse Bcrious 
troubles in the image. This is the source of the twinkling, 
or $dntiUation^ of the stars as seen witli the unaided eye. 
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The image formed by the objective is subject to many im- 
perfections, some of which will be discussed immediately. 
The eyepiece also has various faults which increase rapidly 
as its power increases. The errors due to the atmosphere 
and the objective are magnified by the eyepiece just the 
same as the correct parts of the image. When the magnifi- 
cation is small, the eye smooths out most of the irregularities, 
and a nearly correct impression is obtained; but when the 
magnification is large, the eyepiece is more imperfect, and 
the individual oscillations traverse so many of the nerve 
terminals of the retina that the image appears blurred. 
For these reasons one must be on his guard against using 
too high-power eyepieces; the danger lies entirely m this 

direction. . . , , i • 

73. Diffraction. — Light is a wave motion in the lumi- 
niferous (light-bearing) ether, which is a fluid filling the 
interstellar spaces and permeating matter. The waves are 
something like those on the surface of water, though the 
illustration is far from perfect. They are more like the 
waves through an elastic solid, in which the vibration may 
be in any direction in the plane perpendicular to the line 


of propagation. , „ 

It follows from the wave theory of light that the image of 
a point source of light through a perfectly constructed object 
class is not exactly a point, as has been supposed above, but 
a small, luminous circle surrounded by a series of^ rings of 
licht which very rapidly become faint as the distance from 
the center increases. The reasons for this can not be gone 
into here more than to state that the trouble has its source 
at the circumference of the objective, every point of which 
acts like a source of light. It is a phenomenon which appears 
in all classes of optical instruments and is o&lled diffrachon. 
The bright circle and series of rings constitute the diffrac- 
tion pattern. It is desirable to have the bright circle as 
small as possible and the rings relatively inconspicuous. 
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'I’he iip[)r()i)riiit(! matlu*iniitu'al (lisciUHsion sliows that the size 
of tho oircle is invorsoly ju-uportioiial (o tliu diamuter of the 
objective, and that its relative briglitness, as coinparod to the 
rings, increases in tho same rati<j. 'I'his is the chief reason 
for the superiority of large instruuieuts in showing fine detail, 
or in separating very close objects. 

74. Spherical Aberration. — Suppose the object glass is a 
perfectly accurate double-c<nivex lens, and suppose the light 
is all of the same color. It can be shown b}' a mathematical 
discussion that, even though the diffraction bo disregarded, 
the rays from a point source of light do not pass through a 
single point. Those which pass through the marginal por- 
tions of the object ghuss are brought to a focus nearer the 
objective than those which pass through the central portions. 
The image on a screen held at any distance is a small circle 
instead of a point. This error, which is due to the use of 
spherical surfaces, is called sphmeid aherratinn. 

It is easy enough to calculate what form the surfaces should 
have in oi-der to give no errors of this type, but it is very 
difficult, if not impossible, to grind and polish to these forms. 
Tho error cun be corrected almost i)erfectly by using two 
lenses in the objective, and at the same time the trotible to 
bo diseusHe<l in the next article can be largely overcome. 

75. Chromatic Aberration. — It was .seen in Art. 68 that 
when light pas8e.s through a jndsm, it is spread out into a 
spectriim of colors, tho violet being refracted moat, and the 
red least, of that which is visible. In a precisely similar 
way, when light paa.se8 through a Ions, ea<‘h beam is spread 
out into a spectrum. If there were no diffraction or spheri- 
cal aberration, a single lens would still give a very impeyfeet 
imago, for every color would bo brought to a fotms at a 
different distance from the objective, the violet being the 
nearest and the red the farthest of that which is visible. 
This imperfection in the image is called ehronmtie (color) 
aberratim. 
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76. Compound Objectives. — The diffraction is a trouble 
which can not be remedied, but the spherical and chromatic 
aberrations can be overcome almost entirely by using com- 
pound objectives of two kinds of glass having different 
properties of refraction and of dispersion. A common type 
will be explained, though there are several others which are 
about as good. 

The objective consists of two lenses, a double-convex in 
front ^tnd a concavo-convex behind. The first lens is of crown 
glass with the front surface a little flatter than the second. 
If it were not for the second lens, the visible rays would be 
brought to a focus along the line the focus of the red 



Fig. 31. 


being farthest from the objective. These colors are consid- 
erably mixed up by the spherical aberration, for the mar- 
ginal rays are brought to a focus sooner than the central. 
Thus the marginal red might fall on the central yellow. 

The second lens is of flint glass. Its first surface is con- 
cave and a little more curved than the second surface of the 
crown lens. Convex and concave surfaces act oppositely on 
rays of light, the latter spreading them out. Flint glass 
refracts light more than crown, and its dispersion is not only 
greater, but it is greater in proportion to its refraction. Now 
the first surface of the flint glass not only tends to spread 
out the light, that is, to bring the rays back parallel, but it 
acts most on the violet end of the spectrum. The result is> 
neglecting the action of the second surface of the flint lens, 
that the focus is the line the focus of the violet being a 
little farther from the objective than that of the red. The 



90 


INTHODUCTIOM TO ASTltONOMY 


liust siirfare is very conv(‘x and sliurtens the focus of 

every color, but the violet the most. The result is tliat., when 
these four surfa(*(^s are proj)erly chosen, all colors come to a 
focus very near to tlie nHjuircal point F, 

The correction just tlismisscd is not perfect, for tlie two 
kinds of glass disperse the different ]){irts of tlie spectrum in 
relatively different amounts. Thus, if the surfaces are such 
as to bring the yellow and green a(*eurately together at it 
is found that the other colors an^ a little inside or outi^ide of 
F. In the best objectives the yellow ami green are brought 
to a focus at very nearly the same point, and tlie other colors 
at slightly greater distances. 

Our eyes are most sensitive to light in the yellow near the 
green, while ordinary photographic plates are most sensitive 
to tlie blue. If the telescope is used for photographic work, 
the objective must have a color correction different from that 
which is required for visual purposes. 

It is easy to show in a general way how the spherical aber- 
ration is corrected, llio spherical aberration depends not 
only upon the focal disiaiuie of the objective, but also upon 
the way the work of refnudion is distributed among the sur- 
faces. As a general rule, the more evenly tlie work of refrac- 
tion is divided among the surfaces, the less the spherical 
aberration; and also, tlie greater the number of surfaces 
which are used, tlie less the spherical aberration, Burfaces 
whieli collect the rays give a positive spherical aberration, 
and those which spread them out a negative spherit^al aberra- 
tion. In the objective represented in the diagram (Fig, .11), 
the work of collecting the rays is distrihuted among the first, 
second, and fourth surfaces, while that of spreading them out 
is all done by the third surface. It follows that, when the 
surfaces are properly chosen, even though the %vlioIe result 
is a gathering of the rays, the positive and negative spherical 
aberrations Just balance each other. 

This discussion has been made for a point source of light. 



TELESCOPES 


91 


When the source is a surface, the light from it must all be 
brought to a focus in the same plane and without distortion. 
It is a somewhat complicated mathematical problem to satisfy 
simultaneously all these conditions, and it must be solved 
separately for every pair of glasses. 

The curvature of the surfaces is much less than one would 
imagine. For a 5 -inch telescope the focal length is generally 
about 80 inches, and the most curved surface is the same as 
that of a sphere 30 or 40 inches in diameter. 

77. Photographic Refractors. — When an objective is con- 
structed for visual purposes, it is not suitable for photographic 
work, because photographic plates are ordinarily most sensi- 
tive to the indigo-blue light instead of the yellow-green. If 
the objective is designed for photographic work alone, it can 
be corrected for the appropriate part of the spectrum by the 
method explained in the last article. A visual objective 
may be corrected so that it will focus the photographic rays 
by placing in front of it another lens having the proper sur- 
faces. Pickering has devised an objective which brings the 
visual rays to a focus when one side is in front, and the pho- 
tographic when it is turned around. 

Another method of using a visual telescope for photographic 
purposes is to cut out the poorly focussed indigo-blue rays by 
a suitable absorbing medium placed in their path near the 
principal focus, and to use plates specially sensitized to the 
visual rays. 

78. Eyepieces. — The eyepiece has been spoken of hereto- 
fore (Arts. 69 and 70) as though it consisted of a single 
double-convex lens. Such an eyepiece is satisfactory for a 
small object in the middle of the field ; but to secure a large 
field and good definition compound eyepieces must be used. 
They are of two kinds : the positive^ in which the focus of 
the objective is outside of the eyepiece, and the negative^, in 
which it is within the eyepiece. The former was invented 
by Ramsden and the latter by Huyghens. 
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'Flic llainsden eyepiece eousists el' two pliuie-convex lenses 
of equal fecal length placed with their convex sides toward 
each other. The distance lietwcen them is ul.out, two-tlurds 
of the W length of either, an<l the one towanl the object 
is distant one-ionrth ol its own focal 
length from the focus of the objective. 
Tdiiis, in Figure 32, F is the focus of 
the objeutive, A the front lens, called 
the field gldiis, and B the one^next to 
the called the eye gluss. The fig- 
ure shows how the converging rays from, 
the objective pass through the eyepiece and emerge parallel. 
When the eye is placed behind the eye}Hec.e, the parallel rays 
fall on the retina at a point whose position depends only on 
their direction. 

The Iluyghenian eyepiece consists of two plano-convex 
lenses with their convex surfaces turned toward the objec- 
tive The field glass has a focal length equal to three times 
that of the eye glass. The distance between the two lenses 
is equal to twice the focal length of the eye glass, and the 
field glass is jilaced between the objec- 
tive and its focus at a distance equal to 
one-half its focal length from the latter. 

Thus, in Fig. 33, F is the focus of the 
objective, but the rays are intercepted 
by the field glass before they reach this 
iioinfe. The figure shows the path of 
the rays through the eyepiece. /> w a diaphragm win 

cuts off all rays which would f ,‘'7® ^ 

In both cases the image is inverted hy the ohjectivo, and 

is not atrain brought upright by the eyepiece. 

79 The Reticle.-- It is often desired to measure short 
distances, such as the angular separation of the 
nents of a double ster. This is accomplished by means ot 
the reticle, which consists of a frame holding spider lines, or 
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something else equivalent, in the plane of the focus of the 
objective. Thus, Fig. 34 represents a cross-section of the 
telescope at the focal plane of the objective. A double star 
is in the field, and the objective makes images of the two 
components in this plane. The reticle frame 
is attached in such a way that it may be 
rotated so as to bring the spider line a in 
line with the two stars. The lines I and c 
are perpendicular to a. The telescope is 
moved so that one of them, as J, falls on one 
of the stars. The other is movable, and is 
shifted by a screw with a graduated head 
until it coincides with the other star. The number of rota- 
tions of the screw and the known angular value of one 
rotation give the angular distance of the two stars from 
each other. 

The spider lines are illuminated from the side, except when 
very bright objects are measured. The lines can be seen 
through the eyepiece, for they are at the plane which is in 
focus for the eyepiece. They are always used with a Rams- 
den, or positive, eyepiece ; with the Huyghenian it would be 
necessary to place them in the eyepiece itself, which would 
involve many difficulties. It is immaterial what power eye- 
piece is used, for the star distances and reticle lines are 
always magnified the same. 

It is apparent from the preceding discussion that eyepieces 
are simple and inexpensive as compared with objectives, 
which must be made with the very greatest care. Eyepieces 
seldom cost more than twenty-five dollars, while objectives 
cost all the way from a few dollars up to many thousands. 

QUESTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS 

]5;roTE. — Every school should be equipped with at least a small tele- 
scope. When work with it is guided by a knowledge of its theory and 
uses, and when observations are made to see something^ it becomes a most 



Fig. 34. 
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faKciuathig msirmriftni. If a availul»l<», Chapter TTl should 

}>e gone over again arid ite .statements voritied as far as i.s pos.sihle. 

L Sii])pose light passes from \vatf*r to a prism ; will it bo refracted 
as mueh us when it passes from air Into the same prism? 

2. Would a fi.sh retpme a more eonvex <ir a flatter eye than a laud 
aniiiial if the lens in liis eyti were of the same material? 

Jh Would a ti.sh rtapiire a <1eiiser or rarer lens in Ins eye than aland 
animal if it were of the same shape? 

d. If you open your eyes under water, you eaii see distinctly only a 
small surface directly iu front {>f them. What is the reason the field of 
view is HO restricted ? 

0 . Are the lenses too convex or too fiat- in tlui eyes of a nearsighted 
i^erson ? 

0. Does a nf*arsight(5d ptu-son ne(*d eonvex or concave glasRe.s? 

7. Are diffraction jdienomena present iu the eye? 

8. Find your di.stanee of most flistinct vision by ob.s(‘rving something 
very fine, as the striie on a crystal. 

0. Is the image on the retina inverted ? 

10. Could you see the image ah, Fig. 20, by looking iu at the side of 
tlie telescope ? 

31. The angular diameter of the moou i.s about one-half a degree. 
What is the ilianuder of it.s image in a ttdescope wliose focal length is 
;]2 inches? What is the diameter of its image in the y<*rke.s telescope 
whose focal length is 02 feet? 

12. How does the brightness of an image in a telescope of 2 inches 
aperture and 32 inches focal length compare with that in one of 1 inches 
a|X3rture and fit inches ft>cal length? 

13. Verify by experimeiits the statements made in Art. 08. For faint 
objects use the moons of Jupiter, the stars within the bowl of the Big 
Dipper, or tln^ .stars next fainter than the first seven in the Pleiades, 
For the test of separation look at the markings on the moon, or at 
Epsilon Lyras or at Mizar and A!cm% 

14. How large would an ohji*ctive have to be iu onler to be as much 
more powerful than a 24nch in gathering light as a 2-inch is mdre 
powtudiil than the eyeV 

ir>. If an objective of a given diameter shows stars of a given magni- 
tude, how much larger an objective will be rttquired to show stars one 
magnitude fainter? 

10. Try low and high powers on the Orion or Andromeda nebula to 
verify the statements of Art. 71. 

17. Look at Algol to verify the statements of Art. 72. 

18. Hold a lighted match a little below the objective and a foot or 
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so in front of it while observing a bright star to see the efieot of air 

19 . If a pencil were held close in front of the objective, could it be 
seen through the telescope ? 


THE KBFLECTING TELESCOPE 

80. The Mirror. — When a ray of light of any color strikes 
a smooth reflecting surface at any angle, it is reflected from 
the surface at the same angle. This law of reflection is at 
the basis of the theory of reflecting telescopes. 

In Fig. 35, Jf is a concave mirror with a S3’stem of parallel 
rays falling on it. When it has the proper shape, they are 
all reflected to the focus 
F, at which there is 
an image of the point 
source of light. The 
required shape of the 
mirror is a surface called 
a paraboloid. For the Fig. 35. 

small section used it is 

nearly the same as a spherical surface, the difference being 
that it is a little flatter toward the margins. 

If one could place an eyepiece at the proper distance to 
the left of F, he would see the star just the same as with a 
refractor. But in this position he would shut off the inci- 
dent rays of light. The three principal artifices which have 
been used to enable one to see the image without cutting 
off the light from the object are illustrated in the diagrams 

of Fig. 36. . j TT i-T, 

In all the diagrams M is the large mirror and F tde eye- 
piece, which is the same as that which is used in a refracting 
telescope. In the Newtonian telescope, the rays are reflected 
back to a small right-angled prism, which is placed so that 
its hypothenuse face makes an angle of 45° with the side of 
the telescope. The light enters the prism, is reflected irom 
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its hyjxjtJifimsc f.ici', aiul Icjivch it nt>arly at right tingles and 
liiilers the eyepieet*. 

In the ('iisHegrainian leleseope, the niys are reflected back 
to a smtill, nearly fhit, eoiivex mirror, which in turn reflects 



tht*m through a small open- 
ing in M int(t the eyepiece. 

In the 1 lerschellian reflect- 
f»r, the mirror is inclined a 
little to the tixis of the tele- 


Ktiwtonian Kt^He^tor. 








Ui‘j'Sclu‘lHau K<*ric<*tor, 
Viu. m. 


scope, s<i that the rays are 
reflected to ii focus at the 
side. This is the simplest 
type and has the least loss of 
light, but there is a .slight 
distortion of the image on 
uceount of the obliquity of 
the axis of the mirror to the 
imudeut rays. 

The oldest type of reflect- 
ing telescope, which was in- 
vented by Jiime.s Gregory 
and ilesiiribed in 1(563, but 


not aiitually const rueteil, is much like Cu.s.segruiu’s instru- 


ment. In the (''assegraiiiiau reflector, the small convfex 
mirror is between the large mirror and its fot!U.s; in the 
Gregorian, a small concave mirror i.s n.se<l beyond tiio focus 
of M. The CasHcgrainiaJi bus two advantages over the Gre- 
gorian ; it is shorter, and it ha.s less spherica! aberration. 

81. Errors in Reflectors. — 'I'here are dilTraction difficulties 
in yeflectora precisely as in refractors. I'lie spherical^ aber- 
ration is also present, and even more diffitnilt to eliminate i 
but there is no chromatic aberration, except the little which 
may be introduced by the eyepiece. If the telescope is 
designed for both visual and pliotographie purposes, this is 
a very important advantage. The irregularities in the 
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affect both kinds of instruments in the same way. One of 
the chief sources of difficulty in the use of large mirrors is 
their change of form with varying temperature and position. 

82. Comparison of Refractors and Reflectors. — h rom ^ the 
preceding discussions of the errors to which the two kinds 
of telescopes are subject, one can get an idea of the way they 
compare in performance ; but a short recapitulation of these 
points and the enumeration of some others will help to bring 
out the similarities and contrasts. 

As far as the construction is concerned, the reflector has 
important advantages. In the first place, there is but one 
surface to work instead of four; in the second place, it is 
easier to get material suitable for a mirror than for a lens, 
for its transparency and homogeneity are not essential. On 
the other hand, the silvering of a mirror deteriorates with 
age, while the polish of a lens is very permanent, and an 
error in the surface of a mirror causes three times the trouble 
in the image that the same error does in a lens. 

As far as the light-gathering power is concerned, the ad- 
vantage is with the refractor, except, possibly, in the best 
examples of silvering while it is fresh. The loss from the 
absorption of light by the lenses and by reflection at their 
surfaces does not now amount to more than 15 per cent of 
the incident rays in small objectives a few inches in diameter, 
while the loss in reflection at the surfaces of the miirois re- 
quired in reflectors generally amounts to from 30 to 60 per 
cent. But in large refractors the loss of light due to the 
greater thickness of the lenses may equal, or even exceed, 
that of reflectors of the same size. 

As far as the aberrations are concerned the advantage lies 
with the reflector, for it is entirely free from chromatic errors. 
This is very important in photographic and spectroscopic 

work. , 

As far as the convenience is concerned, the advantage prob- 
ably lies with the refractor. 
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The general consensus of opinion seems to be that for 
ordinary visual work the refractor is prefeiuble, and that 
for special photographic and spectroscopic work the relloctor 
is preferable. The great observatories are very generally 
miuipped with both kinds of instrmuents. 

83. Size of Telescopes. — Instruments of larger and still 
laro’cr dimensions have been made until one might be led to 
suppose that there is almost no limit to the size and power 
whieh they will eventually attain. Lciss than a century ago 
there was no refractor more than 15 inches in diameter, while 
now there are seven 30 inches or moi’e in diameter, and more 
than fifteen others with apertures greater than 20 inches. 

Reflecting telescopes have attained still greater dimen- 
sions, the large, st being G feet in diameter, while there are 
quite a number 4 feet or more in diameter. Ihere has 
lieen no increase in the size of reflectors in recent times, for 
the one G feet in diameter was erected in 1845 by Lord Rosse 

at Pansonstown, I ndand. . , j, , 

'riiere are reasons for believing that it will not be found 
advantageous to increase much, or even any, the size of either 
refractors or reflectors. In the first place, the cost of a large 
instrument is very great, and the cost of keeping it running 
correspondingly large. For examiile. the disks trom winch 
the 40-inch objective of the great Yerkes telescope was made 
wei"hed in the rough over a ton and cost ''?i.o,U00. I ne 
whole cost of constructing and maintaining so large an in- 
.strument is on a corre.sponding .scale. The tulic is over GO 
feet long, and this causes so much motion in the eye end, us 
the telescope is turned from the zenith to near the horr/,o!i, 
that an observer can not get up to it on any orduuiiy ladder. 
'I'o overcome this difficulty the whole floor, 70 feet in diame- 
ter, is made so that it may be raised and loworeil by electric 
power, 'riiia i*etjuire.s a poiver house, and an engineer must 
be on duty every time the telescoiio is iiseil. An enormous 
amount of time is consumed in the mauipulation of sucli an 
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unwieldy instrument. Probably few astronomers would con- 
sider it wise to expend the money to construct still larger 
refractors and reflectors when it could be put to good uses 
in so many other ways. 

There are, however, other reasons more important than 
the financial for believing that the limit in size has been 
reached. The lenses of refractors must be supported at 
their perimeters. As their size and weight are increased, 
they are subject more to flexure ; and if they are made thick 
enough to withstand distortion, they absorb considerable light 
and are not easily kept at the same temperature throughout. 
But probably the most formidable difficulty which confronts 
astronomers is of atmospheric origin. A large objective or 
mirror gathers light passing through all phases of air waves 
and gives an image made up of all of them. When the air 
is unsteady, the image is very indistinct and even worse than 
in a smaller instrument, as every observer has found by ex- 
perience. The air always produces some irregularities in 
refraction, and the problem is to find what aperture is the 
greatest that can be used to advantage under the best con- 
ditions. Experience seems to show that the limit has already 
been reached. 

The length of the tube of a refractor is generally about 
fifteen to eighteen times the diameter of the objective, and 
in large instruments it is difficult to keep the temperature of 
the air the same throughout its whole length. Wadsworth 
has shown that even a slight variation in the temperature 
has a very serious effect on the image, and he concluded from 
this alone that a limit in size has already been reached, 
beyond which it is not wise to go. 

There are serious mechanical difficulties, but they are 
probably not insuperable. 

84. Historical. — There are indefinite statements that 
Roger Bacon (1214-1294) and Leonard Digges (?-1571) 
both invented instruments enabling them to see distant ob- 
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jects more clearly than they could with the unaided eye, but 
if so their inventions passed unnoticed and were lost. The 
actual invention and construction of the telescope dates from 
Hans Lippersheim (?-lG19), a Dutch spectacle maker, who 
made a telescope in 1608. He applied for a patent on it, 
but his application was refused. This may, perhaps, be 
taken as indicating that the idea was somewhat well known 
at the time. 

In 1609 a report of Lippersheim’s invention reached 
Galileo, who discovered the method of construction for him- 
self, and soon made a telescope magnifying three diameters, 
and then one magnifying tliirty diameters. He tuidoubtedly 
first introduced the telescope into astronomy, and he very 
soon discovered the mountains on the moon, spots on the sun, 
the satellites of Jupiter, star clustei-s, etc. Compared to the 
poorest instruments of the present time, his telescope was 
very imperfect. It was not corrected for either of the aber- 
rations, and its field of view was very small. 

Newton was the great successor of Galileo, lie recognized 
chromatic aberration and, supposing it could not be over- 
come, abandoned refractors and invented a reflector. But an 
Englishman, named Hall, constructed an objective in 1788 
of two lenses in which the chromatic aberration was largely 
overcome. The invention attracted little attention until 
1760, when the method was rediscovei’ed and patented by 
Dolland, a London optician. 

The next important problem was to cast disks of optical 
glass of large size and the required purity and homogeneity. 
The first real advance in this problem wa.s made early in the 
nineteenth eentui’y by the Swiss gliis.H maker Guinand and 
the German physicist Fraunhofer, who together fauistnicted 
a refractor of the unprecedented size of 10 inches in diameter. 
Great improvements were made about 1840 by Foil at Paris, 
and they have been steady and continuoiis ever since. The 
studios and experiments of Abbe and Schott at Jena, resulting 
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in the discovery of many new kinds of glass, and some of 
them of much importance, are jjarticulaiiy worthy of men- 
tion. At the present time most of the optical glass is cast 
either at Jena or at Paris. 

The work of grinding and polishing lenses has correspond- 
ingly advanced. The most remarkable progress was made 
about the middle of the last century by Alvan Clark of Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. He took up the work as a pastime, 
but he became so successful that his instruments soon found 
favor, particularly in England. His first large objective was 
the 18.5-inch of the Dearborn Observatory at Evanston, 
which was finished in 1862. Since that time, with the assist- 
ance of his sons, he has constructed a majority of the great 
instruments, including the two largest equatorially mounted 
refractors in the world, the 36-inch at the Lick Observatory 
and the 40-inch at the Yerkes Observatory. Although noth- 
ing can detract from the splendid successes of the Clarks, 
they have had worthy rivals in Sir Howard Grubb of Dublin, 
Steinheil of Munich, and the Henrys of Paris. The success 
of the Clarks in the mere number of large instruments un- 
doubtedly comes partly from the fact that there are nearly as 
many in the United States as in all the rest of the world. 
Their largest instrument sold abroad is the 30-inch refractor 
of the Russian Imperial Observatory, at Pulkowa. 

Until very recent times reflecting telescopes have been 
constructed largely by the English. The principle of re- 
flectors seems to have been first explained by James Gregory 
(1638-1675) in 1663, but he did not actually construct an 
instrument. Newton made one in 1668, for he despaired of 
overcoming the chromatic aberration to which lenses are 
subject. Nevertheless, owing to mechanical difficulties in 
their construction, they did not equal refractors in efficiency 
until the work of Herschel, about a century later.. 

No observer ever had a more remarkable career than 
William Herschel (1738-1822). He was born in Hanover, 
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and as a young man he was a musician in the German army. 
His health was delicate and, in 1757, in the midst of the 
Seven Years’ War, he emigrated to England. In 1766 he 
settled in Bath as a musician and music teacher, but devoted 
his spare moments to the study of mathematics, optics, and 



FlO. 37. — Sir WUliam Herscbel (17;i8-1822). 


astronomy. Having his interest aroused by a borrowed 
telescope, he resolved to make as large an instrument as 
could be constructed, and to study carefully every object 
within its reach in the whole heiivens. In spite of the 
tedious work of grinding and polishing a mirror, and his 
many failures, he finally succeeded in getting an instrument 
giving fair definition, and with it he made his first recorded 
observation, which was of the Orion nebula, in March, 1774. 
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Then followed larger and still larger instruments, with which 
he swept the whole northern heavens four times. In the 
second of these surveys, which was made with a reflector of 
the Newtonian type seven feet in length, he discovered on 
March 13, 1781, a new planet (Uranus), the first discovery 
of the kind in historic times. He was called to the court 
of George III, appointed Royal Astronomer with a salary of 
£200 a year, and given the chance to spend his whole life in 
astronomical work. His largest reflector, which was finished 
in 1789, was four feet in diameter and forty feet long. On 
the first evening of its use a sixth satellite of Saturn was 
discovered and in less than three weeks a seventh. It was 
last used to observe the Orion nebula in January, 1811. 

In former times reflectors were made of speculum metal, 
an alloy of tin and copper. They are now made of glass, 
highly polished, and coated with a very thin film of silver. 
They reflect much more light than the old mirrors, and 
though easily injured, it is not very difficult to renew the 
silvering. 

As has been said. Lord Rosse has the largest reflector; but 
probably the most efficient one actually in use is the 6-foot 
silvered mirror which Common erected at Ealing, England, 
in 1889. In the United States the largest reflector in actual 
use is a 3-foot instrument at the Lick Observatory, although 
there is one 5 feet in diameter at the Solar Observatory 
of the Carnegie Institution which is practically finished. 
The Lick Observatory reflector was made in England by 
Common, and the 5-foot by Ritchey of the Solar Observatory 
staff. 

THE MOUNTING OF TELESCOPES 

85. The Meridian Circle. — The meridian circle is a tele- 
scope, rarely more than eight inches in diameter, mounted 
on an axis so that it can turn only in the plane of the 
meridian. At the focal plane it is furnished with a reticle 
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consisting of two horizontal spider lines, one of which is 
movable, and an odd number of vertical lines, usually greater 
than five, which are fixed. Attached to the axis on which 


the telescope turns 
is a graduated circle 
whose markings ar-e 
read with fixed mi- 
croscopes. 

In addition to the 
essentials just given, 
there are levels, 
clamps, counter- 
poises, etc., for get- 
ting the instinunent 
in adjustment and 
keeping it there. 
Every device of the 
mechanician’s art is 
used in securing ac- 
curacy in the gradua- 
tion of the circles, 
uniformity of the 
pivots on which the 
telescope turns, free- 
dom fi'om flexure of 
the tube, and stabil- 
ity of the instrument. 
The mounting is so delicate that if one lays liis hand on 
one of the supports a minute the heat imparted will throw 
the whole instrument quite out of adjustment. 

If the meridian circle does not have the accurately gradu- 
ated circle, it is called a transit imtrv;ment. Transit instru- 
ments are constructed so that they may be raised up and 
their east and west ends iutei'cljanged. 

When a transit instrument is mounted so that it moves in 



Fia. 38.— Meridian Circle. 
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the plane of the east and west points and the zenith, it is 
called a prime vertical instrument. 

86. Uses of the Meridian Circle. — As has been seen 
(Art. 23), the whole sky passes the meridian (actually the 
meridian sweeps across the sky) in about four minutes less 
than an ordinary day. Let this interval of time defined by 
the apparent motions of the stars be called a sidereal (star) 
day. Suppose the observer has a clock keeping sidereal 
time, its hours being numbered from 0 to 23, and that it is 
set so that it registers 
zero when the vernal 
equinox crosses the 
meridian. Suppose the 
sidereal time that any 
star crosses the merid- 
ian is found ; this is 
its right ascension, for 
the sky turns uni- 
formly. The exact 
time is found by tak- 
ing the average of the 
times at which it 
crosses the several 
lines of the reticle. 

The time of transit is 
taken to hundredths of seconds of time, and errors greater 
than one-tenth of a second are inadmissible in good work. 

These observations can be used in the converse way. If 
the sidereal time is unknown and the right ascension of any 
star is known, its time of transit may be used to set the 
clock. It is something like a train and an ordinary house- 
hold clock. When the clock is running, the time of the 
passing of the train can be predicted ; if the clock is not 
running, it can be set by the passing of the train. In f^ct, 
it is from the transits of known stars that every observatory 



Fig 39. — Bamberg Transit Instrument in the 
Students’ Observatory of the University of 
Chicago. 
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gets its time ; and when the sidereal time is known it is an 
easy matter to compute the local ordinary time. The rmmino- 
of every railroad train in the country 'is regulated by time 
furnished daily from the Naval 0))servatory at Washino-ton 
or from one of two or three otlier stations. ’ 

For the work so far either a transit instrument or a mer- 
idian circle may be used ; but if the declination is required 
a meridian circle must be used. Suppose the readings of the 
graduated circles are made at both the upper and the lower 
transits of the pole star. The averages, after the proper 
corrections are applied, give the readings of the circles when 
the instrument is pointed at the pole. Suppose now that 
when the star in question crosses the meridian, the telescope 
is^ moved so that it passes along between the horizontal 
wires of the reticle. When the readings of tlie graduated 
circles are made and compared with the readings when the 
telescope was pointed at the ]iole, the polar distance of the 
Sstancf declination is 90“ minus the polar 

These observations can also be use<l in the converse way 
Suppose the declination of the star is knoM-n and that its 
distance from the zenith is measured. 'J'hen the latitude of 
the observer can be found. The distance from the zenith 
to the equator equals the latitude of the observer. Suppose 
the declination of the star is + 20“ and that it is found to 

be 21 south of the zenith. Then tlio observer knows that 
his latitude is 20“ + 21“ = 41“. uiac 

which have been given contain the priii- 
eiples which always are involved, but it must be undenstood 
that there are many variations from the simple methods de- 
scribed. Many artifices have lieen introilneed for the pur- 
obtaining the highest degree of accuracy. These 
' lings belong to practical astronomy and can l>c thoroughly 
^predated only by an extended use of the instrument.. It 
was by these most refined methods that Chandler and Kiist- 
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ner discovered, about 1884-1889, that the latitude of a place 
varies about 0,6", corresponding to a distance of only about 
60 feet on the earth’s surface. 

87. Clock, Chronograph, and Photochronograph. — It is evi- 
dent that in using a meridian circle or transit instrument a 
clock is a necessary accessory. Astronomical clocks are made 
to keep sidereal time, and to run with the greatest possible 
uniformity. It is an unimportant matter if a clock gains or 
loses, provided it does so regularly, for it takes only a minute 
to make the required correction; in fact, it is practically 
impossible to regulate a clock so that it will keep sidereal 
time exactly. 

Uniformity of rate is obtained by eliminating as much as 
possible the things which introduce irregularities. One of 
the most important is a change in length of the pendulum 
with a change in temperature. A very common way of 
counteracting this effect is to take for the pendulum bob 
a cylinder filled with mercury. Suppose the temperature 
decreases; then the rod from which the bob is suspended 
contracts and tends to make the pendulum shorter. On the 
other hand, the mercury contracts and settles down, which 
makes the pendulum longer. When the height and weight 
of the mercury column are properly related to the length and 
weight of the pendulum rod, this relation depending on their 
coefficients of expansion, the effects of slow changes of tem- 
perature are eliminated. Rapid changes affect the rod more 
quickly than the larger cylinder of mercury, and introduce 
irregularities. The clock is placed in a glass case to insulate 
it from sudden changes, and in some cases the atmosphere is 
partially exhausted. 

Every precaution is taken to give the pendulum just enough 
impetus each swing to make up for the motion lost by fric- 
tion. It is almost needless to say that the clock, as well as 
every other instrument of precision, is mounted on a separate 
pier having no connection with other parts of the building. 
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Observatories are also provided with i)ortable clocks, called 
chronometen, which run on the balance wheel and spring prin- 
ciple, like watches. They are mounted in rings turning on 
axes at right angles to each other, so that they keep the 
liorizontal position however the box whicli contains tliem 
may be turned. They are now so well constructed that they 
run with great accu^ac3^ 

In former times the observer listened to the clock beats, 
and, keeping count of the seconds, he estimated the time of 
transits of the star across the spider lines to tenths of seconds. 
For about 50 years the times of transits have been registered 

by means of an instrument 
called the chrono(jra 2 )h. It 
consists of a cylinder a few 
inches in diameter ami about 
18 inches long*, whicli is 
rotated once a minute by 
clockwork. It carries a 
sheet of paper, and a foun- 
tain pen is fixed so that it 
traces on it a spiral line as 
the cylinder turns. The j)en 
is attached to the armature of a small electro-magnet, so that 
when the current is broken it is pulled quickly to one side 
by a coiled spring. Electrical connection through the clock 
breaks the circuit once every second, except at the end of 
each minute, when two breaks are made, or in some instru- 
ments no break at all. The electro-magnet is also in elec- 
trical connection with a key in the hands of the observer at 
the meridian circle. Every time the star crosses a spider 
line he breaks the circuit by pressing the key, and makes an 
extra little jog in the line traced by the pen. When the 
chronograph cylinder is started, the hour and minute are 
written on the sheet after it has passcfil a minnte mark. 
Theia the time of every subsequent jog, in particular those 



Fig. 40. — Chronograph. IJi/ William 
Gaertmr Cb. 
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made by the observer, can be found by counting forward 
and measuring the fraction of the interval between seconds. 



16 HR. 41 M 


Fig. 41. — Portion of Chrono^rraphie Record made at the Students' 
Observatory of the University of Chicago. 

Hough has invented an instrument which records on a tape 
the times when the star is observed to transit the spider lines 
in the reticle. 

Eyery observer has a personal equation ; that is, he is 
habitually a little too quick or too slow in pressing the break- 
circuit key. Several instruments have been designed to make 
the recording of the transit of a star purely automatic. Such 
is the photochronograph, which consists of an apparatus for 
holding a photographic plate at the focus of the objective and 
at intervals of a second making some kind of a break in the 
continuous trail which the star would otherwise leave. One 
device is to give the plate a little north and south motion 
every second by means of electrical connection with the 
clock, and another is to cover it every second with a screen 
by the same means. The spider lines are illuminated and 
photographed on the same plate. When the plate is devel- 
oped, the images of the lines and the broken star trails appear 
on it, and from them the time of transit can easily be found. 

88. The Altazimuth Instrument. — The meridian circle is 
not adapted to general observations, for objects can not be 
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seen through it when they are not in the plane of the merid- 
ian. Suppose, liowever, that the supports of a, meridian 
circle were mounted so that they could be turned around a 
vertical axis. Then the instruineiit c.ould bo made to turn 
in the plane of any vertical circle. If the vertu'-al axis car- 
ries a graduated circle so 
that the distance the in- 
strument lias been turned 
from the plane of the 
meridian can be measured, 
it is called an alt azimuth 
mounting. When the tel- 
escope is pointed at any 
object, the altitude and 
jizimiith are found directly 
by reading the circles. 

The thing to be noticed 
is that the essentials of the 
mounting are a vertical 
axis carrying a graduated 
circle, and another axis at 
right angles to the first, 
also carrying a graduated 
circle. These will be called 

Fig. 43, — Bambei'g Altazimuth Instrument, the and 

axes of tlie instrument. 

89. Following the Stars with an Altazimuth Instrument a 
the Earth's Pole. — If an observer were at the earth’s pok», hi 
would see the stars move in parallels of altitude in thei 
diurnal motions. If he wished to keep his telescope pointef 
at the same object, he would keep its altitude fixetl, and haw^ 
it turned b)'' clockwork around its primary axis at the 
at which the stars mtyve. This would be very important if 
he were taking a long-exposure photograph, or if he wished 
to study the details of such an object as the moon or a 
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nebula, or if be desired to make any sort of micrometer 
measurements. 

90. The Equatorial Mounting. — Suppose a platform could 
be built out from the pole perpendicular to the earth’s axis 
to the point J., Fig. 43. Suppose the observer should take 
his altazimuth instrument from P out to 
Jl, keeping its primary axis parallel to its 
initial direction. Since the distance PA 
is entirely negligible in comparison with 
the distance to any celestial object, the 
motion of A around P would have no effect 
whatever on the apparent motions of the 
^heavens. Consequently, if the telescope 
were rotated around its primary axis in 
the right direction with the angular velocity with which the 
earth turns, it would continually point at the same object 
just as it would if it were at P. 

Suppose, now, the observer should move his instrument 
from Aio B and rotate it around the primary axis, which is 
still parallel to its original direction. It would follow the 
stars just as before. But when it is at B it has quite a dif- 
ferent relation to the horizon. The primary axis is parallel 
to the earth’s axis, as before, and the secondary axis is per- 
pendicular to it, but the primary axis is no longer perpen- 
dicular to the j)lane of the horizon. It is now called the 
equatorial mounting. The primary axis is called the polar 
axis^ and the other the declination axis. The pointing of the 
instrument is changed in right ascension by rotating it around 
the polar axis, and in declination by rotating it around the 
declination axis. 

91. Finding an Object with an Equatorial Telescope. — Sup- 
pose the right ascension and declination of an object, perhaps 
invisible to the unaided eye, are given, and that one wishes 
to view it through an equatorially mounted telescope. The 
first thing is to set the telescope to the proper declination by 
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means of the declination circle. There is a clamp provided 
for the purpose of holding the telescope m this position. 
The next thing is to find the distance of tlie body east or 
west of the meridian, that is, its liour 

angle. 

As was explained in connection with 
the treatment of reference points and 
lines, the hour angle of a body depends 
upon its right ascension, the time of 
day, and the day of the year of the 
observation. An approximate com- 
putation of the right ascension of the 
meridian is made in the two steps pre* 
viously given, but if one has a sidereal 
clock it "is at once known, for it is the 
same as tlie sidereal time. The dif- 
ference between the right ascension 
of the meridian and that of the object 

Fxo. 44 -Eauatorial Tele- is houv angle, which is east or west 
scope by Lohmann Brothers, according as the latter IS gieatei or 
less than the former. 

After the hour angle has been found the telescope is set 
by the circle attached to the polar axis. When it is clamped 
and the driving clock set going, the object will bo con- 
stantly in view. As a matter of fact, the telescope rarely is 
set accurately at first, the final adjustment being made by the 
aid of a little telescope with a large field, called a finder^ 
attached to the large one* 
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THE EARTH 

92. Problems respecting the Earth. — The earth is one of 
the bodies belonging to the field of astronomical investiga- 
tions. It is here that astronomy has its closest contact with 
some of the other sciences. Those problems which can be 
solved for the other planets also, or which are essential for 
the investigation of other astronomical questions, are prop- 
erly considered as belonging especially to the astronomer. 

The astronomical problems respecting the earth are di- 
vided, though not very sharply, into two classes. The first 
class consists of those which can be solved, at least by some 
methods, without regarding the earth as a member of a family 
of planets ; the second class consists of those which involve 
essentially the relations of the earth to other bodies. The 
work will be divided on this basis, this chapter being devoted 
to problems ,of the first class, and the next to problems 
of the second class. Then will follow some of the conse- 
quences of the results of these two chapters. The methods 
of solution will constantly overlap ; nevertheless, the scheme 
of division will serve to direct the attention to some real 
differences, while its partial failures will show the mutual 
interdependence of different theories. 

The problems of the first class are such as the shape of the 
earth, its size, its density, its general constitution, its atmos- 
phere, and its atmospheric phenomena. The problems of the 
second class are such as the motions of the earth and planets, 
the inferences which are drawn from the motions, and the 
interactions of the planets. 
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THE SHAPE OE THE EARTH 

93. Historical. — It is generally supposed that every one 
thought the earth was flat until the time of Columbus, but 
a number of the ancient Greek philosophers believed in its 
sphericity and gave good reasons for their opinions. It is 
difficult for us to find out just how completely tliey convinced 
themselves of the correctness of their scientific doctrines, for 
as a people they were much given to theorizing and arguing, 
oftentimes without appealing to obvious experiments. In 
this respect they failed to follow what is considered now to 
be the correct scientific method. 

The most ancient philosopher who is known certainly to 
have maintained that the earth is round is Pythagoras (about 
669-490 B.C.). Among the others who advocated its sphe- 
ricity, the best-known are Eudoxus (407-356 B.c.), Aristotle, 
(384-322 B.O.), Aristarchus of Samos (310-250 B.o.), and 
Eratosthenes (275-194 b.c.). Eratosthenes seems to have 
had the clearest convictions of any of them, for he laid tlie 
foundations of mathematical geography and attempted to 
measure the size of the earth. Notwithstanding these many 
steps toward the truth, correct ideas perished because of a 
lack of the scientific sj)irit, or were crushed out by the 
mysticism which permeated the thought of antiquity. 

It is an undoubted fact that there whis no general accept- 
ance of the idea of the globular form of the earth until after 
Columbus was supposed to have sailed to India, going west- 
ward from Spain. The epoch of exploration and discovery 
which followed his voyages made the theory well known and 
caused it to be accepted throughout Europe. 

94. The Simplest Proof of the Earth’s Sphericity. — 1’here 
are many reasons given for believing that the earth is not k\ 
plane, and that it is, indeed, some sort of a convex figure 
but there are very few which actually prove that it is reaF 
spherical, or of any other particular form* For example,^ 
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has been sailed around, but it might be the shape of a cucum- 
ber for all that. Vessels disappear below the horizon, hulls 
first and masts last, but this only shows its general con- 
vexity. The shadow of the earth on the moon at the time 
of an eclipse seems to be circular, but the observation is very 
inconclusive because the shadow has no sharp edge (see 
Art. 222) and its radius is very large compared to that of 
the moon. 

The simplest and most conclusive proof of the globular 
form of the earth is that the plane of the horizon (or the 
direction of the plumb-line) changes hy an angle which is 
directly proportional to the distance traveled along the surface^ 
whatever may he the starting point and the direction of travel. 
This statement needs some illustration. Suppose the stars 
were indefinitely remote and that the earth were a plane; 
then, if one should go along its surface, they always would 
appear to be in the same direction. If the stars were nearer, 
like the moon, their directions would apparently change, 
but the amount would not be proportional to the distance 
traveled. For example, if a star were directly overhead, 
a certain distance traveled along the surface of the earth 
would change its apparent direction by one degree, but 
ninety times that distance would not make it appear at the 
horizon. 

Suppose the stars were very remote and that the earth 
were of any convex form other than a sphere. If one should 
travel along its surface, the apparent directions of the stars 
would change, but not proportionally to the distance traveled. 
In fact, the circle is the only oval which is closed and in 
which the arc traveled is proportional to the change of direc- 
tion of the perpendicular to it. If the arc described is pro- 
portional to the change of direction of the perpendicular to 
it for every starting point and for every direction of travel, 
the surface is spherical. 

Eratosthenes noticed that the altitude of the pole star was 
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less when he was in Egypt than it was when he was in 
Greece. He gave the correct interpretation of the differ- 
ence, but he did not verify that it was proportional to 
the distance. Consequently, he had no strict proof that 
the earth is actually round. 

95, The Oblateness of the Earth. — The determination of 
the earth’s form by measuring arcs was not applied at once. 
It seems to have been somewhat axiomatic to the ancient 
mind that surfaces are either flat or spherical. When it 
was found that the surface of the earth is not a plane, it 
seems to have been supposed that it is essentially spherical. 

In 1687 Newton published his great work, the Pnnclpia^ 
and in it he showed from theoretical considerations, to be 
explained in the next article, that the earth is bulged out in 
the equatorial regions. Such a body is said to be oblate * ' 
Newton’s results were not immediately and generally 
accepted. For exan^ple, the Cassinis, who were the leading 
French astronomers, maintained until about 1745 that the 
earth is bulged at the poles and drawn in at the equator. 
Such a body is said to be prolate, Newton thought that it 
is something the shape of an orange, and the Cassinis that 
it is more like that of a lemon. 

In 1671 Picard made a measurement of an arc in France, 
which, by the way, enabled Newton to verify, in 1682, his 
theory of gravitation. In the next century the French took 
hold of the question in earnest. They extended the are 
measured by Picard from the Pyrenees to Dunkirk, an angu- 
lar distance of 9"^, The results were published in 1720. 
They sent an expedition to Peru in 1785 under J3ouguer, 
Condamine, and Godin. By 1745 tliesc men had meaKSured 
an arc of 3®, In the meantime an expedition to Lapland 
under the leadership of Maupertuis had measured an are of 
1*^ near the arctic circle. On comparing these measurements, 
it was found that the length of a degree measured north and 
south is greater the farther it is from the equator. This 
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proves that there is an equatorial bulge, and all later measure- 
ments agree with this conclusion. 

To see clearly that equal arcs, expressed in angular meas- 
ure, are longer on an oblate body near the pole than near the 
equator, consider Fig. 45. 


The curve JE represents a meridian sec- 
tion of the earth, (Of course the flat- 
tening is greatly exaggerated in the 
figure.) The circle 0 coincides with U 
near the equator Q, and the larger circle 
S coincides with it near the pole. A 
degree of arc on E near P is of about 



the same length as one on while one 
on E near Q is of about the same length 
as one on Q, Since the circle S is larger than the circle (7, 
a degree on E near P is longer than one near Q, 


96. Newton’s Proof of the Earth’s Oblateness. — Newton’s 


proof of the oblateness of the earth, which anticipated bv 
nearly sixty years the direct verification from observations, is 
an example of results of one character being obtained from 
those of quite another character. This proof depends upon 
the rotation of the earth, and upon the law of gravitation 
which was derived from the motions of the planets. Hence 
it is essentially involved with the work of the next chapter. 
_Let ABQ (Fig. 46) be a meridian section of the earth, and 


AO its axis of rotation. Imagine that canals are constructed 


from the pole A to the center 0, and from 
the equator B to 0. Suppose they are 
filled with water and that the shape of the 
® earth is such that the two columns bal- 
ance each other. The weight of the water 
is caused by the attraction of the earth, and 
it diminishes from the surface to the center, 
where it is zero. If the earth were stationary, columns of 
equal length would balance each other. 



Fig. 46. 
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The earth is rotating around the axis AG^ ITence the 
gravity of every unit volume of the column BO toward the 
center is diminished by the centrifugal acjceleration due to 
the rotation of the earth, while that in -40 is unchanged. 
Consequently, the column B 0 must be longer than tlie column 
AO in order that equilibrium may result. The difference 
in length of the two columns depends upon the rate of rota- 
tion of the earth. From a skillful treatment of the question, 
Newton reached the approximate result that the difference 
oi BO and AO divided by BO equals 1 -f- 230. 

97. Pendulum Proof of the Earth’s Oblateness. — The time 
of vibration of a pendulum depends upon the forces acting 
upon the bob and the distance from the point of support to 
the center of oscillation. The formula for the time of a 
single swing is 

t = 7r-\/4 

where t is the time, tt = 3.1416 Z the length of the pendu- 
lum, and g the resultant of the earth’s attraction and the 
centrifugal acceleration ’due to the earth’s rotation. If I is 
measured and t is observed, then the value of g is given by 
the equation 



If the earth were a sphere, g would vary only because of 
the centrifugal acceleration, and in a way which could be 
easily computed ; but if the earth were oblate, tlie decrease 
of g would be greater near the equator than it would be if 
the earth were a sphere, both because the attraction would be 
less and also because the centrifugal acceleration would be 
greater. Experiments show that g decreases faster toward 
the equator than it would if the earth were a sphere, and 
it follows that the earth is oblate. 

The attraction of the earth varies with its shape in a very 
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complicated manner, and the problem of determining its 
precise form from pendulum observations alone can not 
be explained here. The method is even more powerful 
than one would suppose possible, for from pendulum obser- 
vations alone both the shape and the size of the earth can be 
found. 

98. A Method of measuring Small Quantities. — The varia- 
tions in g are determined from pendulum experiments instead 
of by such direct means as the spring balances. Since the 
principle involved is very important in astronomy, it will be 
given in some detail. 

The variation in g at different parts of the earth’s surface 
is very small, the extreme being about one-half of 1 per cent. 
If two bodies differed in weight by even a small part of this 
amount, the difference could be detected and measured with 
perfect ease with balance scales. But balance scales, which 
are far more accurate than any others, can not be used in this 
problem, for the balancing weights and the object weighed 
are subject to the same relative change of gravity. 

The problem is to measure something which is near the 
limits of observation, and it is solved by devising a convenient 
method for obtaining the cumulative effects of the quantity 
in question. In the present case g varies very slightly, but 
it affects the interval of time of every oscillation of the pen- 
dulum. For example, suppose a pendulum will oscillate at 
one place in a second and in another in i o o!o b o time. 

The difference in one oscillation could not be detected in 
any way, but in a day (86,400 seconds) the accumulated 
difference would be of a second, a quantity which is 
easily measured; and in 10 days it would be more than 
8 seconds. 

These statements imply that there is some way of measur- 
ing time independent of the pendulum. The gain or loss of 
the pendulum is determined by observations of the transits 
of stars with a meridian circle or transit instrument. 
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99 . Other Proofs of the Earth’s Oblateness. — There are 
some other proofs that the earth is oblate which are deeply 
involved in astronomical doctrines and depend upon difficult 
mathematical processes, but which can be readily appreci- 
ated in a general way. As has been said, the oblateness of 
the earth affects its attraction for other bodies, and con- 
versely their attraction for it. 

Consider the motion of the moon around the earth. Let 
JE (Fig. 47) represent the largest sphere that can be cut 

out of the oblate earth. 
Now, a sphere attracts an 
exterior body as though 
its mass were all at its cen- 
ter of gravity. The equa- 
torial bulge remains to be 
considered. This is a diffi- 
cult problem to treat rig- 
orously, but it can be seen 
that the sum of the attractions of the nearest and farthest 
parts, A and JB, is greater than it would be if they were at the 
center of th e ea rth. To illustrate it, suppose MA = 1, 
ME^ 2, and MB^ 3. Suppose A and B are unit particles. 
Then, since the attraction (Art. 160) varies as the product of 
the masses and inversely as the square of the distance, it 
follows that ; 

attraction of A = — 
attraction of B = 1-^^= 

32 9 



sum of attractions of A and B = 1/+ — Jf 

9 9 

attractions of A and B when at 
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It follows that the parts A and B attract the moon more 
than they would if they were at the center B, Similarly, 
the appropriate mathematical discussion shows that an oblate 
body attracts another body in the plane of its equator more 
than it would if it were spherical. 

The moon moves around the earth because of the earth’s 
attraction for it. The fact that the earth is oblate causes 
certain irregularities in the motion of the moon which have 
been detected by actual observations. But the oblateness of 
the earth is so small, and the moon is so far away, that the 
irregularities produced are very slight. The most striking 
example of the kind in the solar system is in the motion of 
Jupiter’s smallest satellite, which is near to the very oblate 
planet Jupiter. 

The converse action is more important. The moon’s orbit is 
not in the plane of the earth’s equator, and its attraction on the 
equatorial bulge causes what is called precession of tJi.e equi- 
noxes^ which will be discussed in the next chapter (Art. 
147). It is the cause of the wandering of the celestial pole 
referred to in Art. 47. Theory and observation agree, 
and the connection was first established by Newton in the 
Principia, 

100. Spheroids. — Before discussing the form of the earth, 
it is necessary to define some geometrical figures. 

An ellipse is a plane, closed, oval surface, such that the sum 
of the distances from any point on its circumference to two 
fixed points within is constant. 

Thus, in Fig . 48, ABA^B’ is an ellipse, 
and PF-\- PP is the same wherever on 
the curve P may be. The points F ^ 
and F^ are called the foci^ and 0 the 
center. The line AA! is the major axis 

of the ellipse, and WE^ is its minor axis. 

The elliptieity is AA^ — BP divided by The eccen- 
tricity is Suppose P is at B. Then it follows 
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from the definition of the ellipse that BF=AO. From the 
triangle FOB it follows that 

FC= ^WP-BW‘ = 

Let AC=a, BO=b, then the ellipticity is , and the 

j. ./ ^ 

eccentricity is 

a 

If an ellipse is rotated around its minor axis, it generates a 
solid called an ohlate spheroid. If it is rotated around its 
major axis, it generates a solid called a prolate spheroid. If 
the figure is like an oblate spheroid, except that the equator 
is an ellipse instead of a circle, the solid is called an ellipsoid. 

101. The Actual Shape of the Earth. — Four proofs of the 
oblateness of the earth have been given. The first, which 
involves the measurement of arcs, is independent of any 
theory respecting its motions, mass, or relations to other 
bodies. The second, which involves the rotation of the 
earth and the mutual attractions of its parts, is independent 
of its relations to other bodies, but depends upon the laws 
of motion. The third depends upon the same things as the 
second. The fourth, which involves the mutual interactions 
of the earth and moon, depends, therefore, upon the law of 
gravitation. 

The first proof gives the shape with the accuracy of the 
observations; the second is not complete without some 
assumption respecting the variation af density in the earth’s 
interior ; the third is rigorous, though' mathematically diffi- 
cult ; the fourth simply shows that the earth is oblate and' 
the amount of mass in its bulge. Some theoretical rfe^lts 
which are related to Newton’s method of proof will be given, 
and then the results which have been derived from all avail- 
able data. 

In his proof Newton assumed that the figure of the earth is 
an oblate spheroid, and he calculated that the ellipticity of a 
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meridian section is It was first proved in 1740, by 

Maclaurin, that, if a body is a rotating homogenous fluid 
subject to no forces but the mutual gravitation of its parts, 
an oblate spheroid is one of its figures of equilibrium. 
When the rotation is not too rapid, there are indeed two oblate 
spheroids which satisfy the conditions of equilibrium. One 
is nearly spherical like the earth, and the other is much more 
flattened at the poles. Thus, A and B (Fig. 49) represent 
the forms for a certain 
density and rate of rota- 
tion. When the rota- 
tion is faster, A is more, 
and B is less, nearly 
spherical. For a certain 
rate of rotation they co- 
incide, and for a greater 
rate they do not exist. Jacobi showed later that an ellipsoid 
is also a figure of equilibrium for certain rates of rotation; 
and, more recently, Poincare has proved that the number of 
figures is unlimited, though they are of very special forms. 
The form nearest a sphere seems to have the greatest sta- 
bility, and is that which one would expect to find in nature. 
If the body is made up of a number of separate fluids of 
different densities, its form can not be exactly an oblate 
spheroid. The demonstration of this theorem was given by 
Hamy in 1887. 

It follows from the preceding discussion that we should 
expect to find that the earth is nearly, though not exactly, 
^n oblate spheroid, and observations of all sorts support this 
conclusion. Its deviations from an oblate spheroid are so 
small compared to its size that the observations have not 
shown with certainty just what they are, except, of course, 
the continental elevations. At present the slight errors in 
the observations mask these small differences, though some 
of the measurements seem to indicate that the equator is not 




Fig 49. 
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a circle, but an ellipse with one diameter about half a mile 
creater than the other. The ordinary method is to treat the 
earth as an oblate spheroid, and to count all irregularities as 
deviations from this standard. The spheroid which best 
satisfies the various observations has, according to Harkness, 
an ellipticity of ^^ 5 -. In 1866 Colonel Clarke of the English 
Ordnance Survey found an ellipticity of ^1--^. This is the 
value generally used, notwithstanding the fact that he found 
jgL in 1878, and Harkness in 1891. 

i02. Triangulation and Latitude Determinations. — Two 
classes of observations are necessary to determine the shape 
of the earth by measurements of arcs. The first class con- 
sists of those necessary to find the distance between the two 
end stations ; the second consists of the determination of the 
latitudes and longitudes of the end stations. 

The accurate measurement of a long distance on the sur- 
face of the earth is by no means an easy matter. The errors 
in the measurements down to the time of Picard were very 
serious, and led to the erroneous conclusion that the earth is 
a prolate spheroid. The method of obtaining the distances 
between points which are far apart is a little indirect, but is 
so characteristic of astronomical processes, 
and at the same time the results are so far- 
reaching, that it is worthyof some considera- 
tion. 

Suppose it is desired to find very accu- 
/ rately the distance from A to J* (Fig* 50), 
\ which is perhaiJS several hmidreds of miles, 

V First, some short distance AB, say 10 miles, 

is mea.sured with the very greatest oare. The 
\ measurement is made along the horizontal 
whether the surface is smooth and level or not. 

Tin. 00 . (ligtance must be found with an 6 rror not 

exceeding an inch or two. Then a station G is^ selected which 
is vMVle feom both A and B, which also must be visible from 




THE EARTH 


125 


each other. The angles JBA.Q and OS A are measured with 
high-grade surveyors’ instruments ; and, the two angles and 
ii^uded side of the triangle being known, the sides BC and 
AQ are computed by plane trigonometry. The work is ex- 
tended to 1) in the same way, and continued on to the point 
-P, after which the distance AP can be computed. 

The importance of measuring AB accurately can be inferred 
from the fact that it finally leads us to the size of the earth. 
This, in turn, enters directly in the measurement of the dis- 
tances to the moon, sun, and planets ; and the distance from 
the earth to the sun is the base line which is used for meas- 
uring the distances to the stars. 

Suppose for simplicity that the stations A and P are on 
the same meridian ; then their angular distance apart is the 
difference of their latitudes. The latitudes are determined 
by measuring the altitude of the pole, or something equiva- 
lent. As has been explained (Art, 26), the zenith distances 
instead of the altitudes are always measured except on ships 
at sea. The zenith is defined by the direction of the plumb 
line, or the perpendicular to the surface of a basin of mercury, 
and depends both upon the attraction of the earth and upon 
the centrifugal acceleration due to its rotation. 

If the earth s crust at one of the stations were irregular 
either in form or density, the direction of the plumb line 
^^§bt be effected so that very discordant results would be 
found when applied to the whole eai*th. For example, sup- 
pose three short arcs on the same meridian were measured, 
and that it was found that the middle one was longer in pro- 
portion to its angular dimensions than the others ; the con- 
clusion would be that, at one of the stations at least, there were 
local irregularities in the direction of gravity. A more ex- 
treme case might arise. The direction of gravity might be 
changed so much by unusual local conditions that when two 
stations were near together the one which was farther north 
actually might have the lesser latitude according to astro- 
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nomical observations. These local deviations, which are 
usually to 2", but which may be sometimes as great as 
30^', are rendered relatively harmless by measuring very long 
arcs, for the error becomes relatively less the larger the arc 
measured. 

103. The Size of the Earth. — The measurements of arcs give 
the size of the earth as well as its shape. The earliest-known 
attempt to measure an arc was made by Eratosthenes, who 
found 250,000 stadia for the circumference. The length of 
the stadium which he used is not exactly known, but ac- 
cording to M. Paul Tannery it is probable that his results 
were not in error by more than 1 per cent. If he used 
the common Olympic stadium, the error was about 20 per 
cent. The only other attempt in antiquity to measure 
the size of the earth was made by Posidonius (about 136- 
61 B.C.), who found 180,000 stadia for the circumference. 
No improvements on these results were obtained until Wille- 
brord Snell made a series of measurements in Holland in 
1617, which gave the value of a degree as 67 miles.^ Then 
followed Norwood, in 1636, in England, and Picard, in 1671, 
in France, and the measurements of the French in Peru and 
Lapland previously mentioned (Art. 95). 

During the past century the principal governments have 
carried out extensive surveys of their possessions, especially 
the coast lines, in various parts of the earth. The longest 
arcs so far measured are the one stretching from Hammer- 
fest, in Norway, to the mouth of the Danube, and the nearly 
equal one extending from the Himalayas to the southern 
end of the Indian peninsula. According to Colonel Clarke’s 
computation of 1866, the equatorial and polar radii are re- 
spectively 3908,307 miles and 3949. 871 miles ; his computation 
of 1878 gave 3963.296 miles and 3949.790 miles. The dif- 
ferences in these numbers are a fair measure of the possible 

1 This is not an improvement on the results found by Eratosthenes if his 
woarlfe was as accurate as Tannery believes it was. 
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inaccuracy of the results. The measurements show that the 
equatorial diameter is nearly 27 miles greater than the 
polar diameter, and that the total area of the surface is 
nearly 200,000,000 square, miles. 

From Clarke s spheroid of 1866, which is generally adopted 
as a basis for computations, it follows from methods of 
calculation which can not be explained here that: 

At latitude 0“ one degree in latitude equals 68.704 miles. 

At latitude 80° one degree in latitude equals 68.881 miles. 

At latitude 60° one degree in latitude equals 69.230 miles. 

At latitude 90° one degree in latitude equals 69.407 miles. 


The parallels of latitude are small circles, and the length 
of a degree in longitude decreases from the equator to the 
pole. The appropriate computation shows that : 

At latitude 0° one degree in longitude equals 69 662 miles. 

At latitude 30° one degree in longitude equals 59.966 miles. 

At latitude 40° one degree in longitude equals 53.431 miles. 

At latitude 60° one degree in longitude equals 34.914 miles. 

At latitude 90° one degree in longitude equals 0.000 miles. 

104. Different Kinds of Latitude. Since the earth is not 
a sphere, a perpendicular to its surface (i.e. water-level 
surface) at any point, except on the equator or at the poles, 
will not pass through its center. This leads to three differ- 
ent kinds of latitude ; 

(a) The astronomical latitude is that determined by observ- 
ing the altitude of the pole, or something equivalent. 

(5) The geographical latitude is the angle between the 
plane of the equator and the perpendicular to the standard 
spheroid at the place of observation. 

(c) The geocentric latitude is the angle between the plane 
of the equator and the line from the center of the earth to 
the place of observation. 



128 


INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 


Thus, in 


Fig. 


r c 





Fig. 51. 


51, in which the differences are much 
exaggerated, the full line represents 
the actual earth, the broken line the 
standard spheroid, and Zj, Zg, and Zg the 
three kinds of latitude of the place of 
observation A. 

The latitudes Z^ and usually differ 
but slightly from each other, while Zg 
may differ from them by 10', or a little 
more. 


QUESTIONS 

1. With ■what other sciences is the astronomical work of this chapter 
most closely related? 

2. What are the foundations of mathematical geography which 
Eratosthenes must have laid? 

8. Enumerate all possible reasons for believing the earth is globular. 
Which of them may be used to find its true shape? 

4. The diameter of the earth’s shadow at the distance of the moon is 
nearly three times that of the moon. Draw circles showing how the 
earth’s shadow on the moon shows the shape of the earth. 

5. Suppose one always measured arcs of latitude and found that they 
were proportional to their angular values ; would he be justified in 
inferring that the earth is spherical? 

6. Are oblate and prolate bodies essentially different in shape, or 
simply differently placed? 

7. Does every body attract an exterior particle as though its mass were 
all at its center of gravity? As a special example, suppose the body 
consists of two unit masses at unit distance apart and consider their 
attraction on a particle anywhere in their line. 

S. The acceleration g in our latitude is about 32.16 feet per second; 
how long would a pendulum have to be to make a swing in one 
second ? 

9. Suppose g changes by .005 its value; what is the change in time 
of one swing ? 

10. Suppose a change of one second in 10 days can be detected; 
how slight a variation in g can be found in 10 days? 

11. How will an increase of temperature affect the time of swing of 
the pendulum unless it is in some way compensated? 
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12. What is the character of the effect of an increase in the atmos- 
pheric pressure on the time of the swing of a pendulum? 

13. If the observations are not made at the sea level, is it necessary to 
apply any corrections for altitude ? 

14. Suppose one should buy goods in San Francisco by weight and 
sell them in the Klondike region by weight ; would he gain or lose if 
he both bought and sold by balance scales? By spring scales? By spring 
scales if he received his pay in gold also weighed on spring scales? 

15. If the ellipticity of a meridian section of the earth is what is 
its eccentricity? Suppose one makes a drawing to scale such that the 
major axis of the ellipse is 8 inches; what is its minor axis? What is 
the height of the highest mountain on the same scale ? 

16. What is the equatorial circumference of the earth ? 


THE DENSITY OF THE EABTH 

105. The Density of the Earth. — Since the volume of the 
earth is known, its mass can be found when its density has 
been determined ; or, conversely, when the mass is known, 
the density can be found. This is a fairly difficult problem 
to solve, for, since no direct observations of the earth’s in- 
terior can be made, it involves the relation between mass and 
the acceleration of gravitation. It is more difficult than 
finding the density of nearly any other planet after the 
density of the earth has been found. 

The density of the rock which constitutes that part of the 
earth’s crust which can be examined generally lies between 
two and three times that of water at its greatest density 
(water is densest when its temperature is about 39° Fahren- 
heit), The material in the earth’s interior is subject to an 
inconceivably great pressure, and one naturally would expect 
that its density would be greater than that of the surface 
layers. The method of finding the average density of the 
whole earth consists in first finding its mass by comparing its 
attraction with that of a body of known volume and density. 
It is clear that the results depend upon the law of gravita- 
tion, which is derived from the motions of the planets. Here 
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again the work of this chapter is intimately connected with 
that of the next. The difficult part of the problem from a 
practical point of view has its source in the fact that the 
gravitational force is very feeble except when large masses 
are involved. The observations and measurements which 
have so far been made indicate that tlie average density of 
the earth is about 5.5, or perhaps a little more, on the water 
standard. The two chief methods of making the measure- 
ment will be described briefly. 

106. Determination of the Density of the Earth by the Tor- 
sion Balance. — Suppose a rod with two small balls at its 
ends is suspended in a horizontal position by a fine wire, or 
quartz fiber, as in recent experiments, attached 
at its middle point. The wire or fiber, exerts 
a certain resistance to twisting, or tornon^ which 
is measured by displacing the balls, h and J, 
^ Fig. 52, a little from their position of equilib- 

j) rium and observing the period of their oscilla- 
tion. The greater the resistance to torsion 
the shorter the period, and from the period 

Fig. 52. possible to calculate the resistance very 

accurately. 

The whole apparatus is put in an air-tight chamber and 
the oscillations are viewed from the outside through a tele- 
scope. When the coefficient of torsion has been found, the 
apparatus is allowed to come to rest. Then some heavy 
balls are raised so as to be near the balls h and S, but on 
opposite sides of the connecting rod. Their attraction for 
the small balls will cause a slight displacement in the posi- 
tions of the latter, though the forces are so feeble that it 
requires several hours for the full effects, which are always 
very small, to be realized. From the amount of the turning 
it is possible to compute the attraction which has been exerted. 
The attraction of the earth is measured by the distance a 
body will fall in a unit of time. Comparing the two forces 
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and making allowance for the differences in the distance of 
the balls h and I from the centers of the large balls and from 
the center of the earth, the masses of the large balls com- 
pared to that of the earth can be found. Thek the density 
of the earth is given by the relation that the mass equals the 
volume times the density. 

The most successful recent experimenter is Boys, Avho 
found, in 1894, a mean density of 5.527. The earliest ex- 
periment of this kind was by Lord Cavendish in 1798, who 
reached the conclusion that the earth’s average density is 5.5. 

107. Determination of the Density of the Earth by the 
Mountain Method. —The difficulty of the torsion-balance 
method has its source in the fact that the forces to be 
measured are exceedingly feeble. There are practical diffi- 
culties which prevent the use of large balls having a diam- 
eter of more than a few inches. The mountain method 
consists in getting a greater force by using the attraction 
of a whole mountain, but other difficulties enter which make 
this method no better than the other one. 


Suppose a single mountain rises abruptly from a fairly 
level plain, as in Fig. 53. (For purposes of illustration the 
figure is, of course, greatly out of true 
proportions.) Consider two stations on 
opposite sides of the mountain, as and 
A^. If it were not for the mountain, a 
plumb line at would hang in the line 

but the attraction of the mountain deflects it to J[X. 
A similar deviation takes place at A^. The problem is to 
find these deviations. 



Fig. 53, 


Suppose, for simplicity, in the present discussion that A{ 
and A^ are_on the same meridian. Then the angle between 
the lines A^a^ and A^a^ is the actual difference in latitude 
of the^ two stations, which can be found, since the size of the 
earth is known, from the measurement of the distance from 
A^ to J .2 by triangulation around the mountain. Now sup- 
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pose the difference in latitude of the two stations is found 
by astronomical observations of the elevation of the pole. 
These observations depend jy>on the actual directions 
of the plumb lines A-^i and and the angle found will 
be the one between these two lines. The difference in the 
astronomical latitudes minus the difference in the geo- 
graphical latitudes is the sum of the angles of deviation, 

From the relations of the two stations to the mountain it 
can be found how the sum of the deviations is distributed 
between the two parts. Therefore, suppose the angle aiA-J)^ 
is known. The plumb line hangs in the direction A-J)^ as a 
result of the earth’s attraction in the direction A^a^ and of 
the mountain’s attraction in the direction The forces 

are to each other, according to the law of parallelogram of 
forces^ as the line A^a^ is to The attraction of the 

whole earth depends upon its mass (density times volume) 
and the distance of A^ from its center. The attraction of the 
mountain depends upon its mass and shape, and the distance 
of A-^ from it. Its volume can be found from measurements, 
and its density from surface and tunnel samples. Therefore, 
in the equation which expresses that the attractions are to 
each other as A^a-j^ is to everything is known except the 
density of the earth, which this equation furnishes when 
the deviation has been found from the observations.^ 

There are several weak points in the mountain method. 
One is that mountains are so irregular in contour and den- 
sity that it is not easy to compute their masses. Another 
is that the observations must be made in a rough country 

1 The formula for the deviation of a plumh line suspended at the base of a 
hemispherieal mountain is approximately 

jD''= 100000 ^* 

where is the deviation in seconds of arc, is the density of the mountain, r 
its radius, dg the density of the earth, and R the radius of the earth. See Intro* 
auction to Cekctial Mechunic»i p. 109. 
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where the earth’s crust has been folded, and where rapid 
variations in density to great depths may considerably change 
the direction of the plumb line, independently of the direct 
action of the mountain. 

The mountain method of finding the density of the earth 
was first tried in 1774 by the English Astronomer Royal, 
Nevil Maskelyne, who selected for his purpose Schehallien, 
in Scotland, a narrow ridge running east and west. He 
found a deviation of 12^^. The amount of deviation was 
discussed in connection with the data of the ridge by Charles 
Hutton, who came to the conclusion that the earth’s density 
is about 4.5. Newton had estimated a century earlier that 
it is between 5 and 6. 

108 . The Condition of the Interior of the Earth. — Almost 
all that is known concerning the condition of the interior of 
the earth has been found by indirect processes involving the 
motions of the earth and related phenomena. 

There are many reasons for believing that the interior of 
the earth is very hot, and geologists generally have supposed 
until recently that it is in a molten condition except for a 
relatively thin crust. Astronomers and physicists now 
believe that it is solid throughout, except possibly for small 
pockets where the pressure is below the normal, and most 
geologists are accepting this view and are finding that it 
does not contradict geological phenomena. The temperature 
is undoubtedly above the melting point of all ordinary 
material at pressures such as prevail at the earth’s surface. 
But the melting point increases with the pressure, and it is 
now believed that the pressure increases so fast in the interior 
compared to the increase of temperature that the point of 
fusion is never reached. Some of the principal reasons for 
believing that the earth is solid will be enumerated, without 
entering into the details of the discussions, which can be 
given more conveniently in other connections. 

(a) It has been mentioned (Art. 99) that the attraction 
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of the moon on the earth’s equatorial bulge changes the 
plane of its equator. This change takes place precisely as 
though the earth were a solid body ; if it had only a thin 
shell surrounding a fluid interior, the shell would be made to 
slide on the fluid part. 

(5) The moon raises tides on the fluid surface of the 
earth. If the crust were thin {i,e, a hundred miles or so 
thick), it would yield to the tidal forces, and tlie water tides 
with respect to the land surface would be much less than are 
observed. 

(c) The axis around which the earth rotates is not quite 
fixed, but varies with a known period. The period is that 
which theory requires on the hypothesis that the earth is 
solid and on the average a little more rigid than steel. 

(d') Earthquakes produce waves in the earth which go 
out from the place of disturbance in every direction like 
sound waves in air. Scientists now have instruments which 
enable them to measure extremely minute waves, sometimes 
after they have traveled halfway around, or straight 
through, the earth. The velocity of a wave depends upon 
the density and rigidity of the medium through which it 
travels. From the time it takes a wave to pass through 
the earth it is found that the interior of the earth is very 
rigid. 

It must not occasion any surprise that the shape of the 
earth is very nearly that which is needed in order that it 
may be a figure of equilibrium. For, if it differed very 
greatly from this form, the strains would be so great that it 
could not withstand them even with its high rigidity. Our 
opinions are formed on the basis of experience with small 
objects, but the leverage for strain increases so much faster 
than the resisting power in large bodies that matters are 
quite altered. B'or example, a glass marble will lie on a 
rigid plane with very little distortion of figure, but if it were 
,20 miles in diameter it would flow out at the bottom like 
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pitch. Or, simpler still, small masses of ice 
while glaciers flow much like streams. 


are quite rigid, 


THE earth’s atmosphere 

1^. Nature of the Atmosphere. - The atmosphere is the 
gaseous envelope winch surrounds the earth. Its main con- 
stituents are about 79 per cent of nitrogen, about 21 per 
cent of oxygen, and about .0003 per cent of carbon dioxide. 
Quite a number of other elements, as argon, neon, and helium, 
have been found m very minute quantities. Then there is 
water vapor, vvhich varies greatly in amount at different 
times. Such things as dust particles and smoke are regarded 
as impurities rather than true constituents of the atmosphere 
no. Kinetic Theory of Gases. -It will be essential for 
much which follows to obtain a clear idea of what a gas is. 

All of the thousands of substances of which the earth is 
composed are made up of about 75 different elements, or 
unit materials. Each of these elements is composed of ex- 
oee ingly minute particles called atoms, which are so nearly 
mike that they can not be distinguished from each other. 
The atoms have the property of uniting with each other in 
various ways, and most substances are the combinations of 
two or more elements. Thus, water is formed by the union 
of two atoms of hydrogen and one of oxygen. Water is not 
hydrogen or oxygen, but a new substance, most of whose 
properties are entirely different from that of either of the 
elements out of which it is composed. Hydrocyanic gas is 
one of the deadliest poisons, yet it is composed of hydrogen, 
carbon, and nitrogen, which enter very largely into all our 
food. 

A substance is made by the union of atoms in a very 
intimate way. The atoms form little bodies called molecules, 
which are the smallest amounts of a substance that can exist, 
for if they are broken up, it becomes something else. It is not 
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known just how small molecules are, and different kinds 
probably differ much in size ; but the question of their size 
has been raised by l^ord Kelvin and others, and such data as 
liave been obtained indicate that it would take something 
like five hundred millions of them laid side by side to make 
a row an inch long. 

When a substance is the element itself, two or more atoms 
(with a few exceptions) are united together to form a mole- 
cule of the element. Thus the molecules of oxygen gas are 
composed of two oxj^gen atoms. A gas or mixture of gases, 
and in particular the atmosphere, is made of an inconceiv- 
ably large number of molecules which are very close together, 
yet far apart compared with their dimensions. They are 
free to move around among each other except for collisions, 
and they do actually move with great velocities, depending 
upon the weight of the molecule, the temperature, and the 
pressure. Thus, hydrogen molecules under atmospheric 
pressure and at the freezing point move, on the average^ with 
a velocity of more than a mile per second, and a large per- 
centage move with greater velocities. The higher the pressure 
and temperature the greater the velocities, but the heavier 
the molecules the smaller the velocities. 

A gas exerts pressure on everything with which it conies 
in contact. For example, if the air were exhausted from a 
vessel, the atmospheric pressui'e on the outside would be so 
great that it would be crushed unless it were made of very 
strong material. The pressure of the atmosphere at sea level 
is about 15 pounds to the square inch, though it varies about 
half a pound with the condition of the weather. The pres- 
sure is the result of the impact of millions of molecules per 
second on every square inch of surface. This velocity and 
impact theory of gases is known as the hinetie theory of 
gme%. 

Ill* The Escape of Atmospheres. — The height to which a 
bq4f^will rise from the eai^th depends upon the velocity with 
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which it starts. If a body were started with sufficiently 
great velocity, it would pass away to the distance of the 
moon, or sun, or even to the stars. For an attracting body 
of any mass and size there is a velocity of permanent escape 
from it, which is given by the formula ^ 

V=V2jR, 

where V is the velocity, g the acceleration at the surface, and 
M the radius. For convenience of reference the velocities 
of escape for the principal bodies of the solar system are 
given in the following table : 

The velocity of escape for the earth is 6 95 miles per second. 

The velocity of escape for the moon is 1.48 miles per second. 

The velocity of -escape for the sun is 380.00 miles i 3 er second. 

The velocity of escape for Mercury is 2.45 miles per second. 

The velocity of escape for Venus is 6.37 miles per second. 

The velocity of escape for Mars is 3.13 miles per second. 

The velocity of escape for Jupiter is 37.16 miles per second. 

The velocity of escape for Saturn is 22.97 miles per second. 

The velocity of escape for Uranus is 13.13 miles per second. 

The velocity of escape for Neptune is 13.64 miles per second. 

From this table it follows that the earth will lose its 
atmosphere very slowly, if at all, by the escape of its sepa- 
rate molecules in accordance with the kinetic theory of gases ; 
but the case may be somewhat different with the moon and 
Mercury* 

112. The Height and Mass of the Atmosphere. — The at- 
mosphere extends at least as high as the clouds and highest 
mountains. The question of where it terminates can' be 
approached either theoretically, or from observations of 
phenomena which depend upon its existence. 

The theoretical discussions show that the atmosphere 
becomes thinner and thinner until it no longer obeys the 
law of gases. It probably becomes inappreciable at a dis- 
tance of 100 miles from the earth’s surface. 

1 Introduction to Celestial Mechanics^ p. 43. 
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Twilight phenomena furnish a means of finding something 
about the height of the atmosphere. After the sun sets in 
the evening, and before it rises in the morning, the sky in its 
direction is illuminated for a considerable time. It is diffi- 
cult to tell just when the dawn begins or the twilight ceases, 
but it is when the sun is not far from 18® below the horizon. 
The twilight illumination is due to the reflection of the sun- 
light to the observer, from the upper air, or perhaps from 
solid particles in the upper air, and it follows from the fact 
that it is visible until the sun is 18® below the horizon that 
the atmosphere is at least 40 or 60 miles high. 

The duration of twilight depends upon the angle the sun’s 
diurnal path makes with the horizon. When it goes straight 
down, the twilight lasts an hour and twelve minutes, for the 
earth turns 15® hourly. If the sun’s diurnal path meets the 
horizon obliquely, the twilight is longer, extending to three 
or four months near the pole. In our latitude it is about two 


hours long in the summer and an hour and a half in the winter. 

The phenomena of meteors furnish an independent means 
of finding the height to which the atmosphere extends in 
sensible quantities. Meteors are small particles of matter 
which dash into the earth’s atmosphere from interplanetary 
space with high velocities, such as 12 to 45 miles per second. 
They are invisible until they are made incandescent by 



friction with the upper air. The 
heights at which they become visible 
can be found by two observers at dif- 
ferent stations, as A and B (Fig. 64). 

They both measure the ajjparezit direc- 
tion of the meteor m, when it first 


becomes visible. This furnishes the data for solving the 
triangle and finding the height of m above the earth. Obser- 
vations of this sort show that the atmosphere is dense enough 
up to an altitude of 100 miles to make at least some meteors 
incandescent as they pass through it. 
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The aurora is very probably an electrical phenomenon of 
the rare upper atmosphere, though it is not yet very well 
understood. From simultaneous observations by observers 
at different stations, like those made for meteors, its altitude 
above the earth can be computed. The southern ends of 
the streamers are usually over 100 miles high and sometimes 
as much as 400 miles high. At an altitude of 100 miles the 
density of the atmosphere can not be much more than one- 
billionth as great as it is at the sea level. 

The atmosphere is nearly all within 'the first few miles of 
the earth’s surface (half of it is within the first miles), 
and forms a relatively thin layer over it. Its total mass is 
172 0 0,0 0 0 of the remainder of the earth. 

113. The Climatic Influences of the Atmosphere. — Next to 
the sun, the atmosphere has the greatest influence on the 
climate. One of its most important effects is in equalizing 
the temperature. In the first place, the direct rays from the 
sun are absorbed to a considerable extent before they reach 
the surface, especially if the air is saturated with water vapor. 
This diminution of the intensity of sunlight is very noticeable 
in going from a low, moist region to a high, dry one. 

The rays which pass through the atmosphere heat up the 
land and water surface, and at night part of this heat is 
radiated into space. But the loss is not as great as it would 
be except for a very interesting circumstance. When the 
rays come to us from the sun, they occupy a part of the 
spectrum near the light rays ; in fact, the light rays act so 
much like the heat rays that it is not necessary to distinguish 
between them in this discussion. But when they are radiated 
back from the warm (not hot) earth, they are very far below 
the light rays in the spectrum. Now, the atmosphere is quite 
transparent to light rays and heat rays near them, but nearly 
opaque to radiations from cooler bodies like the earth. The 
result is that the air retains much of the heat which is caught 
by the earth. It acts much like the glass cover to the gar- 
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clener’s hotbed which admits the rays of the sun almost 
without sensible absorption, while it keeps the lower spectrum 
radiations of tlie soil from escaping. 

The water vapor and water particles in the air aid very 
much in this blanketing process. Gardeners fear frosts 
only on clear nights after a rain when there is but little water 
vapor in the air. In high and arid regions the radiation is 
so rapid tliat the nights are always cool, liowever hot the 
days may be. 

The atmosphere equalizes the temperature in another very 
important way. The air currents carry incalculably large 
quantities of heat from hotter to cooler regions. The effects 
can be seen on the western shores of the continents, which 
are under the influences of almost constant winds from the 
southwest. If it were not for air currents, both the equa- 
torial and polar regions would be uninhabitable. 

114. Effects of the Constitution of Atmosphere. — The 
effects which have been discussed are not independent of the 
constitution of the air, as has been mentioned in the case of 
water vapor. Arrhenius has recently shown that the carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere has very important climatic influ- 
ences. As small as the amount is, he shows that if it were 
doubled the temperature would be both more uniform and 
notably higher. If it were lessened, the climate would be 
more varied and colder. Chamberlin believes that a periodic 
increase and depletion of the atmospheric carbon dioxide is 
the primary cause of the great variations which the climate 
of the earth has undergone. There is abundant evidence 
that our latitudes have been periodically covered alternately 
with vast sheets of ice and semi-tropical vegetation. This 
shows how useless it is to speculate on the climatic condi- 
tions of other planets without knowing anything about the 
constitutions of their atmospheres. 

115. R6le of the Atmosphere in Life Processes. — Life pro- 
oes^ are of two kinds, vegetable and animal. Vegetable 
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substances are largely carbon compounds and water Since if 
IS the carbon which burns ifo i • * Mince it 

li-hed. Pta« obMn 

Of the atmospliere. In the celk J ?! ^ 

derived from the sun’s radiations in ®»ergy 

carbon and oxygen of SrtonX” tH 

p,a., .Ml, Ibe “"t 

possessed by an animal is very interestino- An nr»* 

into hi, ,yste™ plant ,,11, wU ZSftht „„"b” 

from thet^!^ “ ““ »“ “‘ivity com„ 

In discussing the habitability of other nlanpts of + u 
any such creatures as are on the earth, the character of the 

atmospheric^ and to waVes^of S'^Squafdf 

Po^er sweeping across the line ^of righf 
When a star is viewed throus*!! a tele< 5 Pm"»^l f T-. + • i f* * 
is magnified into actual “dancfno- » u Zl 
star cross the field of a_tranS;umeL,Ts I^ring^L! 
eres very much with his estimating the time of its passinff 
the spider lines. Sometimes a star will apparently ^pass a 

nights, when the stars “sparkle” and ex- 

th?:itrn”^*^''^^* of ordinary spectators, are of little value to 
the astronomer. As was stated in connection with the ^s- 
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cussion of telescopes (Art. 83), the unsteadiness of the air 
is_ the worst foe the observer has. The twinkling increases 
with the distance from the zenith, and it is with much dif- 
ficulty that valuable observations can be made near the 
horizon. 


117. Refraction of Light by the Atmosphere. — When lio-ht 
passes obliquely from the air into a denser medium, such*’ as 
glass or water, it is refracted toward the perpendicular to 
the surface separating the two media. Similarly, when lio-ht 
comes from space into the earth’s atmosphere, it is refracted 
toward the perpendicular ; but the density of the air increases 
irom its outer limits to the surface of the earth, and the 
light is continually bent so that its path is a curve. Thus, 

in Fig. 55, let L be the light 
fiom the star which reaches 
the observer at A. If it were 
not for the refraction, he would 
see it in the direction AB. But 
it appears to be in the direc- 
tion from which the light comes 
when it enters his eye, and 
^^5 sees it in the direction 



^ ^ • -liie angle AAA' is called 

the angle of refraction, and the correction for it must be ap- 
plied to all observations of position, such as those for obtain- 
mg the altitude of the pole and the latitude of the observer. 

he refraction is zero at the zenith and increases in a rather 
complicated manner to the horizon, where it averages about 
of refraction depends upon the pressure 
01 the air, its temperature, and the amount of water vapor it 
contains. ^ 


1 j refraction is to increase the apparent 

altitude of every object not at the zenith. The apparent 
diameter of the sun is about 32' ; consequently, when its 
lo\^ 5 er edge is apparently at the horizon, it is really entirely 
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^below the horizon. Thus refraction lengthens the period of 
sunshine daily by the time it takes the sun to move twice 
its . diameter, or about 1°. If it moved perpendicularly to 
the horizon, the increase in sunshine would amount to about 
4 minutes, but where it rises and sets obliquely, as in our 
latitudes, the time is considerably longer. 

The light from the lower edge of the sun is refracted more 
than that from the upper. That is, the lower edge is raised 
apparently more than the upper, and when the sun is near 
the horizon, it appears flattened in the vertical direction, as 
any one can verify. Precisely similar remarks apply to the 
moon. 


QUESTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS 


determining the mass of the 

earth than by its attraction for some mass? 

2. Can the earth’s attraction for the moon be used for this purpose ? 

3. The pressure on matter in the earth’s interior equals the weight 
of the material above it. The weight of a cubic foot of water is about 
62 J pounds. What is the pressure per square inch on a body at the bottom 
of an ocean 5 miles deep? What is the pressure per square inch on a 
body under 100 miles of matter three times as dense as water? 

4. The earth’s attraction will cause a body at its surface to fall 16 
feet in the first second ; how far will a body a mile in diameter' cause 
a body at its surface to fall in the first second ? A ns, of an inch. 

• great a deviation will a hemispherical mountain one mile 

in diameter and of density 3 produce in a plumb line hung at its base ? 

6. Will the attraction of the mountain introduce any errors in the 
triangulation which must be made around the mountain in the mountain 
method of finding the earth’s density? 

7. What is the law of the parallelogram of forces? 

5. If the earth’s crust were thin and capable of sliding on a fluid 
interior, would precession be faster or slower than it is? 

9. Do the molecules of a liquid pass around among each other ? Do 
they in case of a solid ? 


10. Select a place free from artificial lights and see how long the twi- 
light lasts. 

Ilf Suppose the earth’s atmosphere is 100 miles deep j draw the earth 
a»nd atmosphere to scale. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE MOTIONS OF THE EARTH 

The rotates on its axis and revolves around the sun. 
These facts have been obtained by an enormous amount of 
work, and after many bitter discussions. A laige part of 
the theories of astronomy depend either directly or indirectly 
upon them, and no other facts are of more fundamental 
hnportance. This chapter will be devoted to the reasons 
astronomers have for believing in the motions of the eaith, 
and to a discussion of some of the consequences of the 
motions. 

118. The Relative Rotation of the Earth. — ihe stars have 
diurnal motions. This shows that either the eaith rotates 
on its axis from west to east, or that all the stars revolve 
around the earth from east to west in the same period. That 
is, there is a relative motion which is never denied, and the 
only problem is whether it is tlie earth or the stars which 
move. The ancients generally believed that the earth was 
stationary and that the stars revolved, though some took 
the opposite view. It will be seen from what follows that 
they had no certain means of determining which theory is 

correct. , , i n 

119. Historical. — The Greeks were the only people or 

antiquity who gave much thought to the causes of phenom- 
ena, such as the diurnal motions of the heavens. Although 
Pythagoras believed in the sphericity of the earth (Art. 
yet he thought it was the fixed center of the universe. The 
earliest philosopher who is known to have taught that the 
earth moves was the Pythagorean, Philolaus, who lived 



THE MOTIONS OF THE EARTH 


145 


about a century later than Pythagoras (i.e. in the fifth cen- 
tury B.C.)- His theory was, on the whole, fanciful and 
permeated with the mysticism of his school of philosophy, 
yet the conception that the earth may move was a great 
contribution to thought on the subject, and it never fully 
perished. Several other Pythagoreans are mentioned as hav- 
ing believed in the motions of the earth. The authority of 
Philolaus and others was quoted by Copernicus (1473-1543) 
in liis great work on the theory of the solar system. But 
the clearest statement of the motions of the earth made in 
antiquity was by Aristarchus of Samos (310-250 b.c.), who 
believed both in the rotation of the earth and in its revolu- 
tion around the sun. 

Aristotle (384-322 b.c.) recognized the fact that the 
apparent motions of the stars can be explained either by 
their revolution around the earth, or by its rotation on its 
axis. He accepted the former hypothesis as being the true 
one. 

Hipparchus (180-110 b.c.), who was the greatest astrono- 
mer of antiquity, and whose valuable discoveries were very 
numerous, believed in the fixitj?" of the earth. He was fol- 
lowed in this opinion by Ptolemy (100-170 A.D.) and every 
other astronomer of note down to Copernicus. Copernicus 
developed the heliocentric theory in detail, and it found 
quite general acceptance among scientific men. It has been 
regarded as thoroughly established since the time of Newton 
(1643-1727), although the direct proofs of its correctness 
are all more recent. 

120. The Laws of Motions. — The natural way of discussing 
whether any particular body, as the earth, moves or not, is 
first to set down the laws of motions of bodies in general. 
Then, supposing the laws are correct, the theory which is 
finally adopted must agree with them, 

A word needs to be said respecting the character of natural 
laws. A law of conduct prescribed by a state makes it 
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obligatory for the individual to conform to it. He may, 
indeed, violate it ; but if he does, he is subject to a certain 
penalty. On the other hand, a law of nature is simply a 
statement of the way in which natural phenomena succeed 
each other. A natural law is a descriptive product of the 
mind and has no influence on events. 

The laws of motion, or the statements of the way bodies 
move, were first given in their completeness by Newton in 
the Principia^ although they were partially understood by 
his predecessor, Galileo. 

Law I. Every body continues in its state of rest^ or of uni- 
form motion in a straight line^ unless it is compelled to change 
that state hy exterior forces acting upon it. 

Law II. The rate of change of motion is proportional to the 
force impressed^ and the change takes place in the direction of 
the straight line in which the force acts. 

Law III. To every action there is an equal and opposite 
reaction; or^ the mutual actions of two bodies are always equal 
and oppositely directed. 

Newton called these laws axioms., px'obably because he 
could not prove them from any simpler principles, although 
they were certainly suggested to him by experience. They 
are not axioms in quite the same sense that the whole is 
equal to the sum of its parts is an axiom, for no normal mind 
can deny this proposition. But the best thinkers down to 
Galileo believed something different from Newton’s laws, 
such as that bodies fall without forces being applied to them, 
or that they tend to move in circles instead of in straight 
lines. The importance of the laws of motion can be seen 
from the fact that every astronomical and physical phenom- 
enon involving motion of matter now is interpreted on them 
as a basis. 

The first law of motion is clear as it stands, and involves 
only the difficulties of defining a straight line and equal 
intervals of time. In the second law, ‘Hhe rate of 
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change of motion ” means the product of the mass and the 
rate of change in velocity. The law might be made to read : 
The rate of change of velocity is proportional to the force 
impressed and inversely proportional to the mass moved^ etc. 
The remainder of the law is perfectly clear. 

The first two laws relate to the motion of a single body 
when subject to any forces ; the third states how two bodies 
act upon each other. It means essentially that no body can 
change the motion of another body, whether they are con- 
nected by visible bonds or by forces which act across vacant 
space, without having its own motion (mass times velocity) 
changed by the same amount but in the opposite direction. 
This is a little hard to realize, because it is not possible to 
get two bodies which are subject to no foi’ces but their mu- 
tual interactions. If a man stands on the ground and by a 
rope pulls a weight across its surface, he sees the weight move 
while he ^apparently remains still. This is not at all a viola- 
tion of the law, for the friction of his feet with the ground 
makes him a part of the earth in the experiment. The body 
moves, and he and the whole earth together move in the oppo- 
site direction to meet it. If he tried the experiment while 
in a boat, or on smooth ice, the law would be apparently, as 
well as actually, verified. 

The laws of motion have been verified in millions of direct 
and indirect ways, and there is yet no reason for doubting 
their correctness. However, it is possible to state them quite 
differently, and many have preferred these different forms. 

THE BOTATIOK OF THE EARTH 

121. Rotation of the Earth proved by its Shape. — Every 
proof of the rotation of the earth, and of everything else as 
well, is made on the basis of certain axioms and principles. 
This is very clearly seen in ordinary geometry, where the 
axioms are very few and simple, and are set down at the 
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beginning of the work* It is well to state what axioms are 
involved in every proof, for tlien we learn what demonstra- 
tions are really of an independent character ; and besides, 
when results obtained from axioms agree witli experience, 
the axioms are themselves verified to the extent lliey were 
involved. Therefore, in enumerating the proofs of the 
earth’s rotation, the principles upon wliich they depend will 
be pointed out. 

The earth is bulged at the equator because the particles 
of which it is composed tend to fly away in straight lines in 
accordance with the first law of motion. The particles are 
held from flying away by their mutual gravitation, the law 
of which has been derived from tlie motions of the planets on 
the basis of all the laws of motion. It was first shown by 
Clairaut that the theory and actual measurements are in close 
agreement. Consequently, we must either accept the rota- 
tion of the earth as an established fact, or else deny the truth 
of at least some one of the laws of motion. 

122. Rotation of the Earth proved by the Deviations of 
Falling Bodies. — If the earth rotates, then the farther a 
body is from its axis the faster it goes. l^et Fig. 56 
represent a section of the earth perpen- 

t dicular to its axis. Let A be the point 
on the axis and Fm a high tower (of 
course greatly exaggerated in the figure). 
Suppose the mass m is dropped from the 
top. If the earth were not rotating, it 
would fall in the direction of the plumb 
line in the direction of the resultant 
Fio m forces) according to the second law of mo- 

tion, and would strike the surface at F. 
Suppose, however, the earth is rotating at such a rate that FA 
turns to FA while m is falling to the surface. If it were 
not for the attraction of the earth, m would go in a straight 
line to wL The resultant attraction is at right angles to this 
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line and does not change the motion of m in this direction, 
but impresses upon it a new one toward the earth. The re- 
sult is that it describes the curved line mP and strikes the 
earth at a little east of the foot of the perpendicular. 

The deviation is zero at the poles and greatest at the 
equator for a given height. The deviation is small, being 
in our latitude only about an inch for a fall of 500 feet. 
Air currents or any little irregularities in the shape of the 
falling body are sufficient to mask the quantity to be meas- 
ured. The most successful experiments have been performed 
in mine shafts and have given quite satisfactory results. 
They are at least sufficient to compel one to admit either 
that the earth rotates or that at least one of the first two % 
laws of motion is wrong. 

123. Rotation of the Earth proved by Foucault’s Pendulum 
Experiment. — In 1851 a very ingenious and convincing 
experiment was devised and carried out by Foucault. It 
depends upon the fact that a pendulum tends to swing con- 
stantly in the same plane. 

Suppose a pendulum is suspended on a pivot at A (Pig. 
57) directly over the earth’s pole P, and that it is started 
swinging in the plane of the meridian 
m. If the earth were stationary, it 
would not only continue to swing in 
the same plane, but also over the same 
meridian. But since the earth rotates, 
it will turn around under the pendu- 
lum, and the plane in which the pen- 
dulum swings will apparently rotate in 
the opposite direction. At the equator 
there will be no rotation ; or, as we may say, the period of 
rotation will be infinite. At intermediate latitudes there will 
be a rotation and the period will be between a day and infin- 
ity. The way the period depends upon the latitude can not 
be explained here, although it is perfectly well understood. 
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Precaution must be taken to avoid external disturbances 
but the pendulum experiment is not very difficult to per’ 
foim, and very often has been successfully carried out Th^ 
theory of the pendulum depends upon the first t; lawJ o 
motion and because of this experiment one must ato 

either that the earth rotates or that at least one of the laws 
IS wrong. 

124. Other Proofs of the Earth's Rotation. _ There are 
many other more or less complete proofs that the earffi 
rotates, nearly all of which depend upon the same laws of 
sufficient to enumerate them. 

C ) I he rotation of the earth may be proved bv tbA 
. gyroscope experiment, which was devised by Foucault The 

gyroscope consists of a 
heavy wlieel mounted in 
gimbals so that it can 
turn freely in any di» 
petion. When the wheel 
is started spinning it 
keeps the same plane 
while the earth turns 
under it. The heavy 
wheel plays the same 
role as the pendulum in 
the pendulum experi- 
ment. 

(2) In the northern 
hemisphere projectiles 
deviate to the right and 
in the soutliern hemi- 
sphere to the left (Fer- 
rells law"^ 

of 

the term ra used here, are not tornadoes, but the 



Wxo, 58, — Gyroscope. 
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motions of the atmosphere which take place around the storm 
centers as they sweep along the earth’s surface.) 

(5) Analogy with the moon, sun, and a number of the 
planets which are situated so that their surface markings 
can be observed. While an analogy is often very convincing, 
perhaps as a matter of logic it should not be classified as a 
proof. 

125. Rotation of the Earth proved by the Spectroscope. — 

The spectroscope is an instrument by means of which radial 
velocities (i.e. the relative components of velocity of the 
observer and object observed in the line joining them) can be 
measured. 

Suppose a star is rising in the east. Then the surface of the ^ 
earth in the observer’s longitude is turning toward it at the 
rate of 1000 miles an hour at the equator, but with constantly 
diminishing velocity as the poles are approached. When 
the star is setting, the same meridian is turning from the 
star at the same rate. Suppose the radial velocities are 
measured at the two times, and that the corrections are 
applied for the motion of the earth around the sun. Then 
the difference will be twice the velocity of the observer due 
to the earth’s rotation. 

The amount to be measured is rather small for spectro- 
scopic processes, yet it is not beyond the power of modern 
instruments. In measuring the radial velocities of the stars, 
corrections for the rotation of the earth are regularly applied, 
and no systematic inconsistencies are introduced, as they 
would be if the earth did not rotate. 

It \vill be observed that this proof does not in any way 
depend upon the laws of motion, although it does involve 
the validity of certain spectroscopic principles which can 
more profitably be discussed at another place (Art. 327). 

It is clear from the preceding discussion that the rotation 
of the earth is no longer open to question. That the earth 
rotates is not only suppoi:ted by many individually strong 
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and very certain proofs, but the fact that this conclusion 
forms a link in a chain of scientific doctrine which has con- 
nections with nearly every physical theory establishes it as 
firmly as any fact we accejit. 

126. The Uniformity of the Earth’s Rotation. — It follows 
from the laws of motion, as the appropriate mathematical 
discussion shows, that if the rotation of the earth is not 
influenced by exterior forces, or by any change of form and 
size, it will forever continue to turn at a perfectly uniform 
rate. One way of answering the question whether the rota- 
tion is uniform or not is by investigating what forces there 
are which can change the rotation. Another is by compar- 
ing it with something which is known to keep time perfectly. 
No clock can be made to run accurately enough for any such 
tests. The only alternative is to use the motion of some 
other body as a standard. But the motion of this body 
would conform to the laws of motion, and the question of its 
uniformity would be the same as that of the rotation of the 
earth. Therefore no better answer can be obtained than 
that found by discussing the forces which may change the 
earth’s rotation. 

The earth is rotating in the luminiferous ether and a con- 
siderable quantity of meteoric matter. The latter, if not the 
former, offers some resistance to its motion, and causes it 
to rotate more slowly, just as friction of the air slowly 
diminishes the rotation of a top. But this resistance is exceed- 
ingly slight and will produce no measurable results in thou- 
sands of years. Probably this cause does not change tlie 
length of the day a second in 1,000,000 years. 

The sun and moon generate tides in the earth which 
move around it in the westward direction. Since the earth 
rotates eastward, the impact of these waves on the shores and 
the friction they encounter in passing along the oceans retard 
the rotation of the earth. The earth is not perfectly rigid 
(no body is), and there are body tides in it, apart from 
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those in the water and atmosphere, which also retard its 
rotation. These tidal effects are very minute, especially if 
the earth is very elastic. Although it is not possible to 
calculate just how effective they are, yet it seems safe to 
say that they will not change the length of the day a second 
in many thousands of years. 

T-he earth gradually loses its interior heat and this allows 
it to shrink a little. Earthquakes generally are caused by 
some large mass of matter settling, and the rocks furnish 
abundant evidence of shrinkage of the earth and wrinkling 
of its surface layers. If the size of the earth decreases, its 
rotation increases ; for it follows from the laws of motion 
that the moment of momentum of a body, which is the sum 
of the products of the masses, distances, and angular veloci- 
ties of its parts, is a constant whatever changes it may un- 
dergo as a consequence of internal reactions. The angular 
velocities of all parts of the earth are the same. The masses 
of the different parts do not change ; therefore, if the earth 
contracts, every particle is nearer the axis (except those origi- 
nally in the axis), and the angular velocity must increase to 
keep the sum a constant. It is not known just how fast the 
earth is contracting, but it certainly contracts slowly, and ac- 
cording to Woodward’s investigations, the influence of its 
shrinking on the length of the day does not amount to so 
much as a second in 20,000,000 years. 

The attractions of the other bodies for the earth do not 
change its rate of rotation. It is something like the attrac- 
tion of the earth for a balance wheel, which spins as though 
the earth did not attract it. 

Thus there are two known causes operating to increase the 
length of the day and one to shorten it. Their effects are 
very small, and can not be computed with any considerable 
degree of accuracy. It is not certainly known whether the ^ 
day is increasing or decreasing in length, but it is probably 
increasing exceedingly slowly. 
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There are many temporary and nearly balancing influences 
which slightly affect tlie rotation of the earth. Among 
these may be mentioned the evaporation of vast quantities of 
water and its precipitation in other latitudes, the elevation 
and subsidence of portions of continents, and the alterations 
of surface produced by erosion. In fact, anything which 
changes the distance of any mass from the earth’s axis affects 
the rotation. ’ But the masses moved are so insignificant 
when compared to the whole earth that the results of their 
influences are entirely negligible. 

127. The Variation of Latitude. — It was mentioned in con- 
nection with the discussion of the condition of the interior of 
the earth, in Art. 108, that the earth’s axis of rotation is not 
quite fixed. There is no particular reason why it should not 
oscillate around its axis of figure, if it is given the proper 
disturbance, something as a top wabbles when it spins. But 
if there is such an oscillation, it has a perfectly definite 
period, depending upon the size, mass, distribution of density, 
and rigidity of the earth, just as the wabbling of a top has a 
perfectly definite period. On the hypothesis that the earth 
rotates as though it were a rigid body, Euler (1707-1783) 
long ago showed that the period of oscillation of the axis, 
if it oscillates, must be 305 days. The German astronomer, 
Peters, sought evidence from observations of an oscillation of 
this period, but found none. 

About 1884-1886 observations of extraordinary precision 
by Chandler, at Cambridge, and by Kiistner, at Berlin, gave 
unmistakable evidence that the latitude does vary to the 
extent of nearly 0.(5", which corresponds to a wandering 
of the terrestrial pole in a curve having a diameter of nearly 
60 feet. Other observers in various parts of the world soon 
verified these results. The subject has been deemed of so 
much importance by astronomers that observatories have 
been estabUshed in various parts of the world, as Maryland, 
California, the Sandwich Islands, and Japan, by interna- 
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It would have a motion with a period of two-thirds of a 
second, and also another with its natural period of one 
second, and the combined effect would be very complicated. 

Euler showed that the natural period of oscillation of 
tlie earth around its axis of rotation, on the hypothesis that 
it is rigid^ is 305 days. He supposed it would not make 
much difference if it were not rigid. To test the matter 
Newcomb assumed, instead of perfect rigidity, that the earth 
has the rigidity of steel and computed the period of oscil- 
lation. He found the surprising result that in admitting 
this degree of elasticity, which in small spheres such as 
we are familiar with seems very slight, the period of the 
variation is increased to 441 days, which is a little too long. 
He concluded, therefore, that the average rigidity of the 
earth as a whole lies between perfect rigidity and that of 
steel ; or, that the earth is a little more rigid than steel. The 
same results Avere reached independently by S. S. Hough. 
Woodward has shown that any yielding of the earth to the 
strains which result when the axis of rotation differs from 
the axis of figure will increase the period of oscillation. 


QUESTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS 

1. Copernicus believed in the rotation of the earth. Which of the 
proofs of it enumerated in the text could he have given ? 

2. What is an axiom? Is an axiom ever wrong? 

3. Are the laws of motion ordinary axioms, or direct inferences 
from experience ? 

4. In what way does the construction of a railway around a curve 
depend upon the laws of motion ? 

5. What is a force ? Can you use your definition consistently in the 
laws of motion ? 

6. Fill a, pail about half full of water, tie a small rope to the bail, 
twist it u|j, and observe the bulging effects of centrifugal acceleration 
when it untwists. 

7. IIow would it be possible to determine one^s latitude by the 
gyroscope experiment? 
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8. Suppose a gyioscope could be kept ruiuiin 2 f indefinitelv 

c.‘. «a“; p'™ ■» 

leases a poit on the equator. It it tiavels along the equator can the 
angular distance traveled be determined from the gyroscope ? 

current? ® deviation of projectiles and wind and ocean 

10. In proving the rotation of the earth by means of the snectroscooe 

11. hat effect does the evaporation of water in the eauatorial 

?me eartJv the mtatto 

i'*™ •?»■> th. 

13. Does it change the rotation of the eaith to take stone from a 
quarry and make it into a high building ? If so, how? 

THE EEVOLUTIOK OP THE EARTH 

‘ Sun. - It was stated in con- 

nection with the discussion of the ecliptic (Art. 24 ) that the 
sun apparently moves eastward among the stars in a great 
circle. But the motion is not quite uniform, as was known 
even as early as the time of Hipparchus. The sun’s apparent 
diameter vanes a little, and in such a way that it is the 
greatest when its angular motion is the fastest, and the small- 
est when Its angular motio'n is the slowest. 

j motion implies eitlier that the sun goes 

around the earth, or that the earth goes around the sun: 
and as far as mere appearances go, one hypothesis is quite 
as satisfactory as the other. From the changes in the appar- 
ent size of the sun it follows either that the sun’s diamLr 
actually changes, or that its distance from the earth changes 

If Its diameter is constant, it appears larger the nearer it is 
to the earth. 
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129. Apparent Motions of the Planets. — When defined by 
their motions, the i)lanets are the bodies which travel among 
the stars, generally eastward and within a few degrees 
of the sun’s apparent path, the ecliptic. They are divided 
into two classes by their motions. One class consists of those 
which are apparently never very far from the sun. They are 
Mercury and Venus. The other class consists of those which 
may be anywhere along the ecliptic, wherever the sun may 
be. The apparent motions of the two classes of planets are 
somewhat different and will be discussed separately. The 
bodies of the first class are called the inferior planets^ and 
those of the second class the superior planets. 

The appai'ent motions of the inferior planets with respect 
to the sun are vibrations back and forth past it near the 
ecliptic, but very rarely being so near to the sun’s path 
that they pass in front of or behind it. The motion 
westward is made more quickly than that eastward. The 
difference is relatively greater in the case of Venus, which 
has the larger motion, than it is in the case of Mercury, The 
motion is not uniform, but is fastest when the planet is near 
the sun. It is very slow near the ends of the oscillations, 
and for a few days just at the ends there is almost no appar- 
ent motion with respect to the sun. 

With respect to the stars the motion is also eastward and 
westward, but the westward component is much smaller than 
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the eastward. For example, Mercury goes eastward about 
125*^ and then westward about 10®. The northward and 
southward motions sometimes cause them to make loops 
daring their westward motion. 
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It is not necessary to discuss the motions of the superior 
planets directly with respect to the sun. Their motions with 
lespect to the stars are very much slower than those of 
the inferior planets, and they go in an eastward direction 
among the stars except when they are opposite to the 
sun, when they move westward for a tune. Those planets 
which have the greatest motion eastward also have the 
greatest motion westward. On account of the northward and 
southward motions the apparent motions among the stars 
are often loops during the westward excursions. 



Fig. 61 —Apparent Motion of Mars during 1903 . 


• T^j- of the actual motions of the planets, 

me uding the earth, is a question of the highest importance, 
and one which has been settled only on the basis of a vast 
amount of observational data and after a long evolution of 
ideas on the subject. The vital relations of these questions 
to astronomical doctrines demand their careful consideration 
130 . Historical. The Ideas of the Pythagoreans. -Astron- 

omy was cultivated by the Chaldeans and Egyptians, but 
little IS known of the progress made in it until after the 
Mute and imaginative Greeks turned their attention to it. 
Thales (seventh century b.c.) is credited with having intro- 
duced the Eg^tian astronomyinto Greece, but so far as known 
his own contributions lyere entirely unimportant. Then fol- 
lowed a school of philosophers known as the Pythagoreans, 
after its founder Pythagoras (sixth century b.c.), who made 
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many and important contribniions to the pJiilosopliy of the 
science, bat very few ti) its data. 

Pythagoras believed tliat the eartli is round, but that it 
is immovable and at the center of tlie universe. He sup- 
posed the stars, moon, sun, and phuxets move around tlie 
earth on crystaJlijie spheres. One of Ins followers, Philolaiis 
(fifth century a.scribed to tlie earth a motion of rota- 

tion and a revolution around a central fire. The sun was 
supposed to reflect light from this central lire. The tlieoiy 
was altogether fanciful and in accord neitlier with any obser- 
vations nor witli what would now be called common sense. 

The great contribution of the Pythagoreans came from tlie 
very weakness of their method. By giving free scope to the 
imaginatioii without being liamjiered too much by known 
phenomena, they introduced ideas which have l>een the most 
important siimuli in the investigations wliich Ixave led to the 
trutJi. It was a Ijohl thing for tliem to advance tlxe tlieory 
that the earlli is a sphi're resting on nothing, and tliat it 
moves. Siuili idt^as (‘onld be originated by men having 
keen imaginations and the ability for abstract reasoning. 
These conceptions seem simple to us only because we have 
been langlit tliem from earliest childhood. 

131. Eudoxus, Aristotle, Aristarchus. — After the Pytliago- 
rean school, (ireek astronomy became less purely speculative 
and more scientific. Eudoxus (409-3r)6 b.o.) was the first 
astronomer of note in this transition period, and the new 
=?jnrit had become dominant in the work of Axnstandms (310- 
250 me.). This revolution of method was one of the great 
lontribniions of tiu^ (h*e<*ks to scientific, inquiry. 

Eudoxus tried to eonstrnci a theory of celestial motions 
mt of uniform circular motions whicdi slmuld agree %vi1h 
>bservations. Tim details of his scheme will be omitted, for 
hey gnidnally evolved into the great work of Ptolemy, to be 
iscussed presently. Aristotle btdieved in the sphericity of 
he earth, but that it did not move. He a<lvanoed the very 
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conclusiye argument against its revolution that there are no 
apparent displacements of the stars as should result from it. 
He discussed the causes of tlie phases of the moon and sev- 
eral other phenomena with great keenness. 

Aristarchus was one of the first astronomers of the cele- 
brated school founded at Alexandria by Alexander the 
Great. He is the first astronomer who worked out on sci- 
entific lines the fact that the apparent motions of the stars 
and sun could be explained by supposing that the earth 
rotates and revolves. He overcame the objection of Aris- 
totle by supposing that the fixed stars are indefinitely remote. 

Apollonius, Hipparchus, Ptolemy. — The Alexandrian 
’ ol was famous for the deA'elopment of mathematics as 
■. as of astronomy. It was in it, about 300 B.c,, that Eu- 
0^1 developed the science of geometry. Nothing was more 
natural than that the astronomy of this school should become 
less physical and more mathematical. Eudoxus and his fol- 
lowers supposed that the stars, moon,’ sun, and planets were 
set in rotating crystalline spheres. Apollonius (latter part 
of third century B.c.), a famous mathematician, started a new 
era by proposing to consider the motions of the heavenly 
bodies as being purely geometrical, instead of trying to ex- 
plain them by introducing all sorts of physical devices. In 
this way the problem became stripped of much of the dead 
material which had previously cumbered it, but it does not 
appear that Apollonius made any great progress in applying 
his ideas. 

Hipparchus (180-110 B.c.) is universally conceded to have 
been the greatest astronomer of antiquity. Almost all we 
know of his work is through that of his disciple and admirer, 
Ptolemy, who lived nearly three centuries later. His main 
lines of activity lay in four directions. (1) He developed 
trigonometry, without which precise astronomical calcula- 
tions can not be made. (2) He made a more extensive and 
more accurate series of observ’ations than any other astrono- 
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mer until the time of the Arab, Albateguius (850-929 a.d.). 
(3) He systematically and critically compared liis observa- 
tions with earlier ones in order to discover any clianges that 
might have taken place. (4) He emplo3^ed a geometric 
scheme of eccentrics and epicjmles to represent the motions 
of the heavenlj^ bodies. 

Ptolemy (100-170 a.d.) was the first astronomer of note 
after Hipparchus and the last great astronomer of the Alex- 
andrian period. From his time till that of Copernicus not a 
single important advance was made in the science of astron- 
omy. From Pythagoras to Ptolemy was 700 years, from 
Ptolemy to Copernicus 1400, and from Copernicus to the 
present time 400 years. Ptolemy’s was the crowning Avork 
of the first period, and that of (Copernicus the first of the 
new ; or, perhaps better, that uniting the old with the new, 
which may be considered to have begun with Kepler (1571- 
1630). The work of Ptolemy is preserved in the Almagest 
(The (xTeate^t Composition'), Only those parts of its thir- 
teen books which refer to the explanation of the motions of 
the moon, sun, and planets will be mentioned here. 

133. The Ptolemaic Theory. — Ptolemy supposed that the 
earth is a fixed sphere situated at tlie center of the universe. 
He supposed that the sun and moon move around the earth 
in circles, but that the earth is not exactly at their centers. 
Thus, suppose (7, Fig. 62, represents the circle described by 

© the moon or sun. The earth is at a little 
distance from the center, the amount being de- 
termined by the observations. Such motion is 
called eeeentria motion, Hipi)archus explained 
the motions of the sun and moon by supposing 
they move in eccentrics with uniform speed. 

Wt/l 

■ ' Ptolemy improved the theory by supposing that 
the angular motion is uniform with respect to P, a point 
symmetrically opposite to E with respect to 0. It can be 
shown mathematically that the motion can be much more ac« 
trarately represented in this way than by a simple eccentric.' 
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The greatest contribution of Ptolemy was the theory of 
the motions of the planets. The motions of the inferior 
ganets were explained by supposing that they revolve uni- 

the 

joining the earth and sun. Thus, in Pier 63 ]F 
represents the earth, supposed to 

be fixed, S the sun, which was \ 

supposed to travel along its circle | 

in the manner described above, ^ _Js 
and 0 a point on the line be- 
tween the earth and the sun, and 

at the center of the circle O around which the planet was 
supposed to move uniformly. The circle G was supposed to 
be slightly inclined to the plane of the sun’s motion. The 
point 0, the size of G, the inclination of (7, and the rate 
of motion abng (7 were selected so that the apparent motions 
of the inferior planets were very satisfactorily represented. 

ihe motions of the superior planets were explained by 
supposing that they revolve uniformly in small circles whose 
^nters travel uniformly in large circles around the earth 
The large circles were supposed not to he exactly in the 
plane of the sun’s motion, and the plane of the small circle 
was supposed to be appropriately inclined to that of the large 
\ circle.^ The small circle was called 
^ an epicycle, and the large circle a 
^ /"T^c deferent. 

« f °| J Thus, in Fig. 64, S is the fixed 

\J_y earth, ]) the deferent, and G the epi- 
j cycle, whose center 0 moves along 
Fro. 64 . choosing G of the proper 
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alono. 7) ry .i, “otion 

weTe^vTtf% t 0^ *he superior planets 

were very satisfactorily represented. 

134, CopmilcM. - After Ptolemy aetronomy wee culti- 
rated ooly by the Arabs until about the fifteenth oentM^ 
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wlicn great interest in the subject sprang up in Germany. 
The first great astronomer after this long stationary period 
was Copernicus (1478-1548). The invention of printing 
(about 1440) had made the work of the (ireek philosophers 
much more accessible, and independent thinkers found that 
there were reasons for doubting the ultimate authority of 
Aristotle. Especially were the suggestions that the earth 
might be in motion becoming known. Copernicus was not 
a great, or even a skillful, observer, but he devoted years of 
his life to a contemplation of the apparent motions of the 
heavenly bodies with a view to discovering their real motions. 
He gradually became convinced tliat the simplest explanation 
is that the sun and stars are fixed, and that the earth both 
rotates on its axis and revolves around the sun. It must be 
understood that he did not prove the correctness of this 
view, but that he showed that it would account for all the 
apparent motions more simply than the hypothesis that the 
earth is fixed. 

The chief merit in the work of Copernicus consists in 
the faithfulness and minute care \vitli which he showed that 
the heliocentric theoi^y would satisfy observations as well 
as the geocentric theory. 

135. Tycho Brahe, — The immediate follower of Coperni- 
cus was Tyelio Bralie f I54r>-1601), who rejected the Coper- 
nican system for theological reasons, and because he could 
observe no apparent annual motions of tbe stars due to tlie 
motion of the earth. He was a very energtdic and pains- 
taking observ^er, and his great contribatimi to astronomy 
consisted of the excellent stnaes of ol)servaiions which he 
made. For example, he found i\u) length of the year with 
an error less than oiui seeoml of time. 

Tycho Brahe adopted a system in which the eartli was 
placed at the center of the universe. Tho moon and sun 
ware supposed to revolve ai'ound the earth, and the other 
p^nats around the sum 
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136. Galileo. — Between Tycho Brahe and Newton (1643- 
1727) there were two great astronomers, Galileo (1564-1642) 
and Kepler (1571-1630), who, to a remarkable extent, but 
in quite different directions, led to the complete overthrow 
of the Ptolemaic system and prepared the way for the Pnn- 
cipia. Galileo was the first distinguished Italian astronomer. 
He performed two services of great importance for astronomy. 
The first was his vigorous and unanswerable defense of the 
Copernican system (though he did not rigorously prove its 
correctness), which was much aided by his discoveries wit i 
the telescope. His great work. Dialogue on the Two Ohief 
Sueteme of the World, the Ptolemaic and Copernican, pub- 
lished in 1632, was written in a most ingenious fashion. It 
represented a discussion between a follower of the Ptolemaic 
system and one of the Copernican system, in the presence of 
a neutral third person, Simplicio. At every point the Coper- 
nican won, and Simplicio was compelled to agree that he was 
rio-ht. In this way the relative merits of the rival doctrines 
were brought into sharp contrast in a way that every one 

could appreciate. . x.j. ^ 

Galileo’s other contribution to astronomy did not attract 
so much of popular interest, but it was equally important. 
He made the first serious start in experimental dynamics, 
and discovered such facts as that the time of oscillation of a 
pendulum is independent (nearly) of the arc j 

it swings, that bodies of all weights fall a given distance in 
the same time, and that the first law of 
bodies move when they are not acted 

He put into constant practice those principles of scientmc 
investigation which were only advocated by his great English 
contemporary, Francis Bacon (1561-162 0- 

137. Kepler.— Kepler (1571-1630) is one of 
interesting characters in the whole history of science. H 
most noteworthy mental characteristics were his 

Srunwearying industry in the face of many troubles and 
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Imost universal failure of his theories, and his absolute 
implicity and honesty. 

Kepler was a pupil of Tycho Brahe, who assigned to 
lim the task of working out the theory of the motion of 
Mars. Tycho Bralie had made a very accurate series of 
observations of this ^jlanet and shortly after his death the 
records were turned over to Kepler. The latter tried com- 
bination after combination of eccentric and epicycle in his 
attempts to explain them, and succeeded in reducing the 
differences between theory and observation to less than 8', 
which is only about two-thirds the distance between Mizar 
and Alcor. The discrepancies were very small, yet he did 
not believe that they were due to errors by Tycho Brahe, 
although his measurements of position were necessarily all 
made without the aid of a telescope. Accordingly he took 
up the subject again, trying one system of epicjmles _ after 
another, but always failing to secure satisfactory results. 
Finally he made tlie happy guess that the orbit of Mars is 
an ellipse, and he found that this curve answered the re- 
quirements when the sun was supposed to be at one of its 
foci. Without strictly proving it, he stated that the orbits 
of all the planets are ellipses with the sun at a focus of each, 
and that the orbit of the moon is an ellipse with the ear'th 
at one of its foci. 

The next problem was to find how Mars moves in its 
ellipse, and after an immense amount of computation he 
showed that it moves so that the radius 

e from it to the sun sweeps over etiual 
areas in equal intervals of time, wliat- 
ever their length. Thus, in Fig. 66 
the shaded sectors are all of the same 
area, and a planet describing this orbit 
would move over the arcs which sub- 
■ ■ tend tliem in equal intervals of time. 

The laws of the motion of Mars, the fruits of eight years’ 
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computation, were published in 1609 in a book of consider- 
able dimensions. In this work, with childlike candor, 
lepler explained how he had taken up hypothesis after 
nypothesis with hope and enthusiasm, and how his computa- 
tions, which were given in considerable detail, had compelled 
him to abandon them, apparently without regret. There is 
no other example in which a discoverer has exposed with 
equal freedom both his successes and his failures. 

In 1618 Kepler discovered a third law, called the harmonic 
law, v^ich relates the distances and periods of the planets. 

IS that the squares of the periods of any two planets are 
to each other as the cubes of their respective mean distances 
from the sun. 

138. Kepler’s Laws of the Planetary Motions. — The really 
valuable results obtained by Kepler are contained in his 
following three laws of planetary motions : 

Law I. The orbit of every planet is an ellipse with the sun 
at one of its foci. 

Law II. Every planet moves so that the radius from the 
sun to^ it sweeps over equal areas in equal intervals of time, 
whatever their length. 

Law III. The squares of the periods of any two planets 
are to each other as the cubes of their respective mean distances 
from the sun. 


One thing must be pointed out which is generally over- 
looked, and that is that Kepler’s work was entirely devoted 
to the explanation of relative motion. His theory would 
have satisfied observations in precisely the same way if he 
had supposed that the earth is stationary, that the sun 
revolves around it in an ellipse, and that all the other planets 
revolve around the sun in ellipses. The shape of the orbit 
depends simply upon the distances and directions of the sun 
and earth from each other, whichever is regarded as fixed. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Show by a that Uio a]>])ai*ont motion of the sun is satislied 

as well l^y the ]iy])othesis that Ukj eaitli goes aroiual the sun as that the 
sun goes around tlio eaith. 

2. Euumeiate the sb^ps in tlu‘ (‘volution of lli(‘ Gi(*ek astronomy. 
Which recpiiicd tlie gi(‘atest imagmativ(‘ ])OWens? Whicli th(‘ greatest 
nuithematieal poweis*^ AVliich agiees most nt*arly witli our id(*as of the 
scientific method? 

;i. Show by diagrams that the scheme of eccaml i ics of H ii>pare]ius and 
Ptolemy ill give results m general agreement with the motion of tlie 
sun as described in Art 128. 

d. Show by diagiams that Ptolemy’s scheme of e])ic;Neles for the 
inferior planets will give lesiilts iu general agreeimmt with tludr motions 
as des{*iibe(I in Art. 129. 

d. ShoAv the corresponding thing for the snp(‘rioi jjlaiKds, 

(1. On these plans do(*s it make anv ddference how far away tin* 
planets are sutt[>osed to lie, provided tlieir orbits are on tin* same ielati\{‘, 
scale 

7. Under the CopcMiiicaii theory that the jdaiuds all revoiv(‘ around 
the sun in oircl(*s, can the gen<*rul phenomena of their motions he repn*- 
sented without using e])ieyeh‘sV Discuss th<‘ tpu'siiou in detail vvitii 
diagrams for ]>oth inferior and sn]>enor planets. 

8. Was d’ycho Brahe’s seientilic objection to the Co]>enucan tht*ory 
logically valid? 

9. Prov'e trom the law's of motion that bodies of all wtdglds will fall 
the same distance in tlie same time. 

10. What is an ellipse? 

11. Sliow that all apiiarent motions an* satisfied hy supposing tin* sun 
inov(\s around tlie earth in an ellipse*, and that the other planets rev<»he 
around the sun in ellipses, as w’(*]l as by Kepler’s theory. 

12. In wimt respects would such a th«*ory seimi lt*ss reasonable than 
that of Ivejiier? 

139. Revolution of the Earth proved by the Laws of 
Motion. — It can be hIiowii by imNisurenuMits, which win not lie 
explained at pre.sent, that, the volume of the sun i« more than 
a million times that of the earth. It Ls ujipareiit at once 
that, unless the sun i.s ineonceivably rare, its mass is vastly 
greater than the earth's. AeeortUng to tlie hiws of inolion. 
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which can be verified by laboratory experiments, two bodies 
which are both free to move, revolve around their common 
center of gravity. Therefore if the earth and the sun move 
in accordance with these laws, they will revolve around their 
center of gravity, which is a point very near the center of 
the sun. 

Newton made the assumption that the laws of motion are 
universally true, he derived the law of gravitation, and 
he showed that every motion of the whole system could 
be consistently explained. Hence it follows that the earth 
moves or that at least some one of the laws of motion 
is wrong. The Newtonian theory correlated such a vast 
body of phenomena that it was universally accepted long 
before there were any conclusive independent proofs of the 
motion of the earth. 

140. Revolution of the Earth proved by the Aberration of 
Light. “—After the development of the Copernican theory, 
astronomers, beginning with Tycho Brahe, made continual 
attempts to detect an annual apparent displacement of the 
stars due to the motion of the earth. In 1725 James Bradley, 
later third Astronomer Royal of England, took up the 
problem. He failed to find the quantity sought, but his 
observations sho^ved another annual motion whose explana- 
tion he discovered in 1728. This phenomenon is known as 
the aberration of light. 

In Fig. 66, let AB be 
the direction of the earth’s 
motion, and suppose, for 
simplicity, that the light 
from the star, represented 
by full lines, strikes it per- 
pendicularly. The velocity of light is very great, but not 
infinite ; consequently it seems to come to the observer slant- 
ingly, as represented by the broken lines. The reason is 
nearly the same as that which causes rain falling vertically 
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to appear to descend obliquely when one rides tlirough it* 
The displacement of aberration is in the direction in which 
the observer is going, and depends both upon his own vidoc- 
ity and that of light. It is said that the true explanation 
was suggested to Bradley by his observing, wliile sailing on 
the Thames, the changes in the direction of the wind vane 
as the direction of the boat was changed. I'he sailors 
informed him that the direction of the vane depended upon 
the motion of the boat as well as upon tlie direction of the 
wind. 

The most recent and best observations show that the 
aberrational constant is 20.47", with a possible error of 
0.01" or 0.02". This is the value of the angular displace- 
ment of a star when its light comes perpendicularly to the 
direction of the earth’s motion. A star at the pole of the 
ecliptic apparently describes a circle with this radius ; a star 
on the ecliptic is displaced in a straight line by tliis amount 
each side of its mean position; a star between the (‘cliptic 
and its pole describes an ellipse whose length is twice the 
aberrational constant. The velocity of liglit can l)e meas- 
ured in many ways, and it turns out that the aberrulicuial 
constant is just what it should be on the tiieory that the 
earth moves around the sun. 

Consequently it must be admitted either that the earth 
revolves around the sun, or that every star, irrespective of 
its distance, has such an actual motion that its apparcnii 
motion is the same as it would be if the eartli movetl, ami 
besides, that the theory of aberration is wroisg. 

The rotation of the earth also produces a very slight aber- 
ration, amounting to 0.8B' at the earth’s equator* This 
nay be considered as being an independent proof of 
iarth\s rotation, 

141. The Relation of the Aberrational Constant to the Ve- 
rity of Ifight and the Velocity of the Earth, — Let line 
% Fig, 67, represent the velocity of light, and v the velocity 
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of the earth. Then the angle a is the angle of aberration. 
From the triangle it follows that 


a" = 206,265 ~ 

If the earth moves around the sun, it follows from 
its size and the length of the year, that its average 
velocity must be about 18.5 miles per second, and 
physical experiments show that the velocity of light 
is 186,330 miles per second. Hence the formula 
gives 

a" = 20.47". 


The agreement of this result with that found by observa- 
tion proves conclusively the revolution of the earth around 
the sun. 

The relation may be used in quite a different way. The 
problem of measuring the distance to the sun, upon which 
the theoretical velocity of the earth depends, is one present- 
ing many practical difficulties of a formidable character. 
As a matter of fact a" and V can be measured at least as 
accurately as v. Consequently, by transposing V and the 
numerical factor, the value of v can be found, and from it 
the distance to the sun. 

142. Revolution of the Earth proved by the Parallax of the 
Stars. — If an object which is not indefinitely remote is viewed 
from two points which are not on a line passing through 
it, its apparent direction from the two places is different. 
This difference in direction with respect to a specified dis- 
tence apart of the points of observation is called the ‘parallax. 
ahe difference in direction of a star as seen from two places 
m the earth’s orbit, separated by the distance from the earth 
p the sun, is the parallax of the star. Or, in other words, 
pis the angle subtended by the radius of the earth’s orbit at 
^e distance of the star. 

Notwithstanding a great many attempts to find parallaxes 
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of the stars no one succeeded, because of their inconceivably 
great distances, until between 1830 and 1840. It should be 
mentioned, however, that errors had misled several earlier 
observers to suppose that they had succeeded in the (luest. 
There are now about 40 stars known whose parallaxes are 
so large that it has been found possible to measure them. 
It follows, therefore, either that the earth revolves around 
the sun, or that 40 stars have small actual motions which 
give them the sain^ apparent motions as they would have if 
the earth did move. 

143. Revolution of the Earth proved by the Spectroscope. — 

If the earth revolves around the sun, its radial velocity with 
respect to any star not at the pole of the ecliptic varies dur- 
ing the j’^ear. For simplicity, consider a star in the plane of 
the ecliptic. At one time of the year the earth is moving 
toward it ; six months later it is receding from it at nearly 
the same rate. If the radial velocities at the two ei)ochs are 
measured by the spectroscope, they will differ by twice the 
■ velocity of the earth, whether the star has a radial velocity 
or not. 

Observations of radial velocities, particularly in the last 
ten years, have abundantly verified the motion of the earth. 
They are made, however, for more important reasons, which 
will be discussed at the proper place. They do not dej^end 
upon the laws of motion or the parallaxes of the stars, but 
they are related to the aberration, because, like it, they de- 
pend upon the velocity and character of light waves. 

It follows that no scientific theory is more firmly estab- 
lished than that the earth revolves around the sum and it 
must be regarded as one of the permanent acquisitions of 
science. 

144. The Shape of the Earth’s Orbit. — Kepler found that 
the orbit of Mars is an ellipse, and he sui)posed that all 
the other orbits are of the same character. It can be 
proved very simply for the earth by observing the apparent 
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angular motion of the sun from day to day and its apparent 
angular diameter. Since the apparent diameter of a body 
vanes inversely as its distance, the orbit may be plotted to 
any desired scale by first laying down lines making angles 
with each preceding one equal to the corresponding angular 
motion of the sun, and then laying off on these lines distances 
which are inversely proportional to the apparent diameter of 
the sun. This could not have been done with sufficient ac- 
curacy to prove anything before telescopes came into use. 
It must be understood that the method is not now of any 

particular importance. It simply illustrates the principles 
involved. 


The earth’s orbit is very nearly round, the eccentricity 

oo'ofoTn/ its axis is 

9o, 000,000 miles, and is called the 

mean distance of the earth from 

the sun, but it is not the average ^ 

distance. The average distance f c \ 

depends upon the eccentricity, and ^ ^ ^ 

is always a little greater than the \ / 

mean distance. ' X. 

__Since the eccentricity e= CS-i- 
-4(7, it follows that OS = 1,560,000 

miles. The point A is called the perihelion (Greek for 
“around the sun”), and B the aphelion (Greek for “away 
from the sun”). When the earth is at perihelion it is 
more than 3,000,000 miles nearer the sun than it is when it 
IS at aphelion. The eccentricity of the ellipse shown in the 
figure is greatly exaggerated. 

145. The Obliquity of the Ecliptic. — The angle between 
t e plane of tlie equator and the plane of the ecliptic is 
called the obliquity of the ecliptic. The celestial equator is 
depned by its being 90° from the celestial pole, and the 
ecliptic is defined by the apparent path of the sun. Suppose 
the .declination of the. sun is observed daily. Its greatest 
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Fig. 69. 


declination north or south, wliich it has wlien it is 90“ f, 
the equinoxes, is the obliquity of the ecliptic 

Thus, in Fig. 69 tlie arc m or m, measures the ano-Ie 
between the two planes when and JV are 90“ from « ^ 

vernal equinox, T. 

Eratosthenes was one of the first 
to attempt to measure the obliquity 

tbe 

value 23“ 51'. Modern observations 
have shown that it is about 23“ 27' 
146. Precession of the Equinoxes.' 

^ Ihe precession of the equinoxes 
IS a phenomenon dependinff unon 
the earth’s rotation, but it is more 
conveniently discussed at this place because of its connre! 
tion with the topics now under consideration. 

When Hipparchus compared his observations of some of 
the stars with those which had been made more tlian a cen- 
tury earlier by Aristyllus and Timocharis, he found Zt 
their latitudes were unchanged, but that their declinations 
had varied. He interpreted this as meaning that the S 
equator had changed, and from a discussion of 
the differences in the declinations and right ascensions and 
observations of the sun, he inferred that the obliquity of tlie 
ecliptic remains practically constant, while there is a nre- 
cession, or retrograde motion, of the equinoxes alone ^the 
echptic at the rate of 86" ayear. This can easily be seen^from 

t ig. 1 0. Let S be the position of a 
star, the position of the equator 
at the first epoch, and its posi- 
tion at a later epoch. The longi- 

a change in the point from which it is counted, while the 
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latitude remains constant. The right ascensions and decli- 
nations at the two epochs are respectively tTAT, and 

The precession of the equinoxes is justly considered as 
being one of the great discoveries of Hipparchus, although 
the rate he found was wrong. Modern observations show 
that precession is at the rate of 50‘.2" annually, from which 
it follows that the equinoxes will make a complete revolu- 
tion in 25,800 years. 

It can be seen from Fig. 69 that the precession arises from 
the fact that the plane of the equator revolves westward 
while keeping the same inclination to the ecliptic. Other- 
wise stated, the pole of the equator describes a circle with a 
radius of 23° 27' around the pole of the ecliptic as a center. 
But the pole of the equator is defined by the axis of the 
earth. Therefore the earth’s axis describes a double circular 
cone whose angle is twice 23° 27' . At the time of Hipparchus 
the pole of the equator was about 12° from Polaris, while now 
it is within 1.25° of this star. As was stated in Art. 47, 
in 12,000 years it will be very near Vega (Alpha Lyrje). 

147. Cause of Precession of the Equinoxes. — As was seen 
in the last article, the precession is due to a rotation of the 
earth’s axis around a mean position ; or, that which is equiva- 
lent, to a backward rotation of the plane of the earth’s equator 
in such a way as to make a constant angle with the plane of 
the ecliptic. The cause of this change was first explained 
by Newton in the jPrincipia. 

, The precession of the equinoxes is produced by the attrac- 
^tion of the moon and sun on the earth’s equatorial bulge, 
bbout four-fifths of the result being due to the action of the 
Imoon. For simplicity, consider the effects of the moon’s 
^attraction alone. Let Fig. 71 represent the earth, with the 
equatorial bulge much exaggerated. Let JE be the largest 
sphere which can be cut out of the oblate earth. The moon’s 
iattraction has no direct effect on the rotation of this part. 
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For simplicity, consider only those parts of the equatorial 
bulge which are on the side of the earth toward the moon 
and on the opposite, and call them A and B respectively. It 
^ is easy to see that the moon tends 

^ (lown into the line join- 
ing the moon and the center of the 
earth. It can be shown that the 
moon also tends to pull B up into 
the same line produced. If the earth were not rotating, it 
would be tilted over into a position of equilibrium. Suppose, 
however, it is rotating so that J. moves from the reader as he 
looks at the diagram perpendicularly to the paper. Noav a 
particle at A has a velocity perpendicular to the plane of the 
paper, and it is also subject to a force toward the line EM. 
The result is that it tends to move a little to the right of the 
perpendicular to the paper. But the line of motion of this 
point and the center of the earth define the plane of the 
equator, which therefore has a tendency to revolve in the 
retrograde direction. The force acting on B and its motion 
give a tendency to rotation of the equatorial plane in the 
same direction.^ 

The equatorial bulge is so small, the earth is so large and 
rotates so fast, and the forces involved are so feeble that the 
precession is very slow. Besides, it is very irregular, for it 
is zero when the sun and moon are on the celestial equator, 
and is greater the farther they are from it. The moon crosses 
the equator twice every month and the sun crosses it twice a 
year. The disturbances due to the moon and sun vary and 
combine in a very complicated way, and depend also upon 
the varying distance of these bodies. 

148. Nutation. — The moon's orbit is inclined to the plane 
of the ecliptic about 5®, and the precession of the equinoxes 
which the moon produces is with respect to its orbit instead' 

iFor a more complete, though quite. elementary, explanation see 
4uctipn to Celestial Mechanics^ -p. 237. 
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of with respect to the ecliptic. The line of the intersection 
of the plane of the moon’s orbit with that of the ecliptic 
rotates backward on the ecliptic, completing a revolution 
in 18.6 years. The inclination of the planes to each other 
remains constant except for short periodic changes. The 
amount of the precession of the equinoxes depends upon the 
position of the plane of the moon’s orbit, and this introduces 
a variation in the precession with a period of 18.6 years, 
called the nutation. It causes a sort of nodding (nutation) 
of the position of the pole with respect to its mean path 
through an arc whose maximum value is about 9.2". 

Nutation w^as discovered by Bradley from the same observa- 
tions that led him to the knowdedge of aberration. However, 
he did not publish his conclusions until he had extended his 
observations over the full 18.6-year period from 1727 to 1747. 
D’Alembert, a famous French mathematician, gave an expo- 
sition of the theory in a treatise on precession and nutation 
which he published in 1749. 

The motion of the plane of the moon’s orbit is due to the 
sun’s attraction. Thus, the sun affects the earth’s axis of ro- 
tation directly, and also indirectly, through its first disturbing 
the orbit of the moon, which produces a direct precession. 
The coordination and explanation of such complicated phe- 
nomena as these illustrate the value and far-reaching connec- 
tions of the law's of motion and Newton’s law of gravitation. 

149. The Seasons. — The seasons are due to the varying 
amounts of light and heat received from the sun at different 
times of the year. Every one has observed that the days are 
longer, and that the sun’s rays strike the earth more nearly 
perpendicularly, in the summer than in the winter. The 
problem here is to explain the law of these changes from the 
motions of the earth which have been discussed. 

The sun travels (apparently) very slowly along the ecliptic, 
on the average a little less than a degree a day, or SeO"* in 
365.25 days. Consequently its diurnal motion, which is due 
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to the rotation of the earth, is for a day very nearly in a 
declination circle. In Fig. 72, NESW is the plane of the 
horizon, and these four points are the cardinal points. The 


X \b\ \ \ 


curve B is the equator, 
half of which is above the 
horizon, which it intersects 
in the east and west points. 
The earth is at <9, and the line 
OP is in the direction of its 
axis. When the sun is at one 
of the equinoxes, its diurnal 
motion is in -B, and the days 
and nights are of equal length 
whatever the latitude of the 
observer. When the sun is 


north of the celestial equator, 
its diurnal motion is in a circle parallel to 5, as Q. In this 
case it is above the horizon more than half of the 24 hours. 


Similarly, when it is south of the equator, it moves in a 
circle parallel to as A, and is less than half of the 24 hours 


above the horizon. This figure shows clearly why the daily 
periods of sunshine vary in length. 

The variation of the angle at which the sun’s rays strike 
the surface is illustrated in Fig. 73. Fox the northern hemi- 


sphere the seasons summer, autumn, 
winter, and spring are when the earth 
is at J., 5, (7, and 1) respectively. 
When the earth is at A the rays fall 
perpendicularly on the circle 23° 27' 
north of the earth’s equator. This 
is called the Tropic of Cancer, because 
the sun is at this time in the sign of 
the zodiac called Cancer. There is an 



B 


Fig 73. 


area whose radius is 23° 27', bounded by the Antarctic circle, 
on which the sun does not shine. 
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When the earth is at (7, conditions are reversed with respect 
to the northern and southern hemispheres. The circle on 
which the sun’s rays fall perpendicularly is the tropic of 
Capricorn, and the unilluminated part of the earth is the 
Arctic zone. 

When the earth is at B or J9, the sun is on the celestial 
equator and the days and nights are of equal length all over 
the earth. 

The sun’s motion northward and southward is not uni- 


form. Suppose that part of the celestial sphere containing 
the equator and the ecliptic is represented on a plane, 
Fig. 74. Let V be the s 

vernal equinox and A a 

the autumnal equinox, ^ 

and suppose for simplic- w 

ity that the sun travels 

uniformly along the ecliptic. Consider the northward and 
southward motions. It is evident from the figure that the 
change in declination is most rapid when the sun is at one of 
the equinoxes. There are two points, S and W, at which the 
declination does not change, and near which it is for some 
time nearly stationary. These points are called the summer 
and winter solstices (places where the sun stands still). 

The chief reason why the sun’s rays are less effective when 
they strike the surface obliquely is that those filling a given 
prism are spread out over a larger sur- 
face. Thus, the prism of rays in Fig. 

UAt \/I\ ^ would cover the surface AB GB strik- 

N. \ / Nv perpendicularly, and the greater 

surface aJccZ 'striking obliquely. The 
XlX Xl h more they are spread out the less effec- 
Fio. 76 . Ideating the surface. 

This is illustrated by the difference 
in the intensity of the sun’s rays at midday and near 
sunset. 
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Of course, when the rays descend obliquely they pass 
through a greater thickness of atmosphere and are more 
absorbed, but this is not very important until they become 
quite oblique, for most of the heat absorbed by the atmos- 
phere is near the place where it otherwise would have 
struck the surface. 

150. Relative Amount of Sunlight in Different Latitudes. — 

For an observer at the earth’s equator the celestial equator 
jB, Fig. 72, cuts the horizon perpendicularly, and every circle 
parallel to it, as A or (7, is bisected by the horizon. The 
result is that, neglecting refraction, any point on the equator 
receives 12 hours of sunlight every day in the year. At the 
earth’s poles the sun shines half the year, but in this case 
uninterruptedly. The result is that the equator and poles 
receive the same number of hours of sunlight in a year. It 
can be shown that the same thing is true for every inter- 
mediate latitude, that what is gained daily at one time is lost 
at another. It follows that as far as the length of sunlight 
in a year is concerned, the result is the same as though the 
equator and ecliptic coincided. ' 

One might be led to suspect that every place receives the 
same amount of light and heat it would if the equator and 
ecliptic coincided, but such is not the case. To show that 
this statement is true, consider, first, points on the equator. 
Since the period of sunshine is every day the same, the most 
light and heat are received daily per unit area when the sun 
passes directly overhead. But when the equator and ecliptic 
are inclined to each other this happens only twice a year, 
while it would happen every day if they coincided. Con- 
sequently, the earth’s equator receives less heat than it would 
if the obliquity of the ecliptic were zero. Since the angle 
between the equator and the ecliptic does not diminish the 
amount that the whole earth receives annually, it follows 
that some latitude receives more heat than it would if the 
obliquity of the ecliptic were zero. 
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Consider a point at the earth’s pole. If the ecliptic and 
the equator were coincident, the sun would be always on the 
horizon and the level surface would receive infinitely little 
light and heat. But with the present obliquity the pole 
receives a very appreciable amount when the altitude of the 
sun is near 23*^ 27C In intermediate latitudes the subject 
becomes very complicated because of the varying altitudes 
of the sun and lengths of the days. But the result is that 
the obliquity of the ecliptic causes the polar regions to receive 
more heat, and the equatorial regions less, than they would 
otherwise. 

Another interesting fact is that, other things being equal, 
the highest temperatures do not occur at the equator. For, 
compare the conditions at the equator with those at a point 
in the equatorial zone, but near one of the tropics. At the 
equator every day has 12 hours of sunshine, and the sun 
passes near the zenith only a few times. On the other hand, 
near the tropics every day is longer than 12 hours for six 
months, and the sun passes near the zenith many days in 
succession, because the sun’s motion in declination is slow 
when it is near the solstices. 

The obliquity of the ecliptic has two general effects. The 
first is to cause variations in the climate at any one place^ and 
the second is to decrease the differences in climate in different 
latitudes. 

151. The Lag of the Seasons. — From the astronomical 
point of view, March 21 and September 23, the times at 
which the sun passes the two equinoxes, are corresponding 
seasons. The middle of the summer is when the sun is at 
the summer solstice, June 21, and the middle of the winter 
when it is at the winter solstice, December 21. But from 
the climatic standpoint March 21 and September 23 are not 
corresponding seasons, and June 21 and December 21 are not 
the middle of summer and winter respectively. The climatic 
seasons lag behind the astronomical. 
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The cause of the lag of the seasons is very simple. On 
June 21 any place north of the tropic of Cancer is receiving 
the most heat daily that it gets any time in the year. On 
account of the blanketing effect of the atmosphere, less is 
radiated than is received; consequently the temperature 
continues to rise. But after that date less heat is received 
daily; on the other hand, more is radiated daily, for the 
hotter a body gets the faster it radiates. In a few weeks 
the loss equals, and then exceeds, that which is received, 
after which the temperature begins to decrease. The reasons 
are corresponding for all the other seasons. 

If there were no atmosphere and if the earth radiated heat 
as fast as it acquired it, there would be no lag in the seasons. 
In high altitudes, where the air is thin and dry, this condition 
is partially realized and the lag of the seasons is less, though 
the phenomenon is very much disturbed by the great air cur- 
rents which do so much to equalize temperatures. 

152. Effect of the Eccentricity of the Earth’s Orbit on the 
Seasons. — The earth moves around the sun in an ellipse in 
such a way that Kepler’s first two laws are fulfilled. It fol- 
lows that it makes the half revolution including the perihel- 
ion in less time than it does the remainder. It is found 
from observations that the earth is at the perihelion point on 
December 31, though the date may vary a day because of the 
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leap year. 

Thus, in Fig. 76, P is the perihel- 
iqn_point, Q the aphelion point, and 
AV the line of intersection of the 
plane of the equator and the plane 
of the ecliptic. The sun is appar- 
ently at the vernal equinox when the 
earth is at F, and at the autumnal 
equinox when the earth is at A, The 


angle JPSVis about 80'’, and A/SJP 100®. Since the area of 


the sector AJPV is less than that of the sector VQA, it fol- 
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lows from Kepler’s law of areas that the earth passes over 
the arc APVin a shorter time than it does over VQA. 

Consider the actual seasons. The earth is at V on March 
21 and at A on September 23 (the dates may vary a day 
because of the leap year). The interval from March 21 to 
September 23 is 186 days, and the interval from September 
23 to March 21 is 179 days.^ Therefore in the northern 
hemisphere the summer is over seven days longer than the 
winter, while the opposite is true in the southern hemisphere. 
But to counterbalance this the distance to the sun is greater 
during the summers of the northern hemisphere than it is 
during those of the southern hemisphere. Likewise the 
winters in the northern hemisphere are shorter than those in 
the southern hemisphere, but the greater amount of heat 
received daily, because of the nearness to the sun, makes up 
for the deficiency in length of the season. It is a fact, 
although it can not be proved by elementary processes, that 
corresponding latitudes in the northern and southern hemi- 
spheres receive the same total amount of heat annually, and 
also during any corresponding seasons or parts of seasons. 

Although the eccentricity of the earth’s orbit does not 
cause a difference in the whole amount of heat received in 
corresponding latitudes in the two hemispheres, yet it does 
make a difference in the way the heat is distributed through- 
out the year. A place at a given latitude in the northern 
hemisphere receives less heat daily during its summer than 
is I’eceived by a place of the same southern latitude during 
its summer. In the winters the northern latitude receives 
more heat daily than is received by corresponding southern 
latitudes. The result is that the variation in the daily 
amount of heat received is less in the northern hemisphere 
than it is in the southern. 

Consider a point on the earth north of the tropic of Cancer 
and another having an equal southern latitude. The northern 
1 The two intervals are very nearly ISSJ and 179 days respectively. 
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one receives the greatest amount of heat daily at the summer 
solstice and the southern one at the winter solstice. Bat the 
amount of heat received varies inversely as the square of the 
earth’s distance from the sun. The earth is near its aphelion 
at the summer solstice and near its perihelion at its winter 
solstice. Using the numbers previously given (Art. 144), 
it is found that the greatest amount of heat daily received 
at the southern station is nearly 7 per cent greater than the 
greatest amount daily received at the northern station. 

Thus, other things being equal, the climate of the southern 
hemisphere would have greater extremes than that of the 
northern. But, unless tjie unequal distribution of heat has 
some effect on the loss of heat by radiation into space, 
the average temperatures in the two hemispheres would be the 
same. One can not expect to find these theoretical results 
very exactly verified, for the climate is greatly affected by 
local conditions such as ocean currents and mountain ranges. 
Since the southern hemisphere is much more largely covered 
with water than the northern, the temperature would be more 
uniform, other things being equal. Probably the effects of 
the large water surface more than offset those resulting from 
the varying distance of the earth from the sun. 

153. Effect of a Change in the Eccentricity of the Earth’s 
Orbit. — As will be explained in the next chapter (Art. 169), 
the attractions of the other planets for the earth change the 
eccentricity of its orbit for many thousands of years in one 
direction, and then for many thousands of years in the other. 
While this is going on the length of the major axis remains 
constant except for small short-period variations. The 
effects that these changes have on the amount of heat re- 
ceived by the earth is a question which can be solved only 
by a mathematical discussion. 

It can be shown ^ that the amount of heat and light re- 
ceived per unit area by any planet is proportional to the recip- 
1 See Introduction to Celestial Mechanics^ p. 143, problem 8. 
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rocal of the product of the major and minor axes of its orbit. 
If the major axis remains constant while the eccentricity 
increases, then the minor axis decreases, for the ellipse be- 
comes more flattened. Hence, when the eccentricity of the 
earth’s orbit increases, the amount of heat received becomes 
greater ; and, in agreement with the discussion of the pre- 
ceding article, the seasons in one hemisphere become more 
uniform and in the other more extreme. The attractions of 
the other planets cause the major axis of the earth’s orbit to 
rotate (Art. 169), and it follows from this that in the course 
of time the earth will pass its perihelion at all the various 
seasons. Consequently, in the long run, both hemispheres 
have the extreme seasons. 

Geologists have not come to any general agreement respect- 
ing the cause of the ice ages. The English geologist Croll 
advanced the theory, and supported it in a book devoted to 
the discussion, that they have been due to the very unequal 
distribution of heat throughout the year at the epochs of 
great eccentricity of the earth’s orbit. He held this view 
notwithstanding the fact that the total amount of heat re- 
ceived would have been greater at such times, as has been 
explained above. A fatal objection to the theory is that the 
intervals between the successive ice ages would have been, if 
this were the cause, very much longer than the geological 
data indicate. 

QUESTIONS 

1. Is the apparent position of the sun affected by abei'ration? 

2. AVould sound fiom a distant source suffer an aberration if the 
hearer were riding rapidly on a train ? Sound travels at the rate of 
about 1000 feet per second. If there is an aberration of sound, what 
would be its amount for a hearer riding perpendicularly to its direction 
at the rate of 30 miles per hour ? 

3. Does the motion of the star observed also produce an aberration ? 

4. The parallax of the nearest known star (Alpha Centauri) is 0.75". 
How far away would an object an inch in diameter have to be put to 
subtend this angle ? 
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5. When the parallax of a star is less than 0,1”, it can not be measured 
with certainty. What is the lower limit to the distances of the stars 
whose parallaxes can not be measured ? 

6. The effect of parallax is to make a star apparently describe a small 
orbit. How do the apparent motion and position m this orbit compare 
with those in its aberrational orbit ? 

7. Could a star be selected in such a position that the aberrational 
and parallactic displacements would be entirely distinct from each other 
even if they were of equal amounts 

8. Show that in proving the motion of the earth by means of the 
spectroscope it makes no difference whether the star observed is moving 
or not. 

9. Are the longitudes of all stars affected in the same way by preces- 
sion ? Are the right ascensions and declinations of all affected in the 
same way ? 

10. Draw three figures corresponding to Fig. 72 showing the effects 
of a change of the observer’s latitude on the diurnal circles of the sun 

11. Does the oblateness of the earth have any effect at all on the 
width of the Arctic and Antarctic zones ? 

12. What effect would an increase in the amount of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere have on the amount of lagging of the seasons? 

154. The Period of an Inferior Planet. — The period of a 
planet meij be defined in two ways. One is the time it takes 
the planet to move from any relative position with respect 
to the sun as seen from the earth to the same relative posi- 
tion again. The simplest case would be from conjunction 
with the sun to conjunction again, with motion in the same 
direction ; or, if the moon were considered, from new moon 
until new moon again. Such a period is called a synodic 
period (Greek with ” and “ way,” meaning in the same 
way, or direction). Another period is the actual time it 
takes the planet to revolve around the sun ; or, that which 
would be an apparent revolution with respect to the stars as 
seen from the sun. Such a period is called a aidereal period 
(stars, or constellation, period). 

Since the synodical period depends upon the motion of the 
earth as well as that of the planet, while the sidereal period 
depends upon the motion of the planet alone, it is clear that 
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the latter is what one would use ordinarily in speaking of 
the time of revolution. Of the two, the synodical period can 
be more easily found from observations, and from it the 
sidereal period can be computed, as will be shown. 

Let Fig. 77 represent the orbits of an inferior planet and the 
^arth. Suppose the sun, the planet, and the earth are in the 
same line, with the planet between 
the earth and the sun, as 
The planet is then said to be in 
inferior conjunction. It moves 
faster than the earth and appar- 
ently passes by the sun from east 
to west. After a certain interval 
of time the earth will have moved 
on to and the planet around to 
Pj. The planet is now said to be 
in superior conjunction. In this 
case it apparently passes the sun 
from west to east. After a still longer interval the earth 
and planet are at Pg and Pg, and the planet is in infe- 
rior conjunction again. The time that it has taken the 
earth to go from Pj to Pg is the synodic period of the 
planet. 

Let P represent the period of the earth expressed, say, in 
days. Let 8 and P be the synodic and sidereal periods of 



the planet expressed in the same units. 


Then -i- is the frac- 
P 


tion of a whole revolution that the earth moves in one day. 
Similarly, is the fraction of a whole revolution that the 

planet moves in one day. The difference — r=: is the frac- 

Jr M 


tion of a revolution gained by the planet on the earth in one 
day. But the planet gains a whole revolution on the earth 
in the synodical period of S days. Therefore the fraction 
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of a revolution, gained in one day is — Equating this to the 
previous expression for the same thing, we have 

i=i_i 

S P n' 

This is the relation connecting the synodic period, the side- 
real period, and the year. When two of these quantities 
are known, the third can be found. Tlius, when S and E are 
known, it is found, by clearing of fractions, that P is given 
by the equation S x E 

^^W+E' 


There is a simple and direct way of finding the sidereal 
period, but it is not of much value. The orbits of all the 
planets are inclined to the plane of the ecliptic. The inter- 
val of time between the instant at which the planet crosses 
the plane of the ecliptic, say, from south to north, until it 
crosses the same way again is a sidereal period. This is not, 
however, absolutely exact, for the places where the planet 
crosses very slowly change. 

155. The Period of a Superior Planet. — A superior planet 
has both a synodical and a sidereal period, defined the same 
as in the case of an inferior planet. It has but one conjunc- 
tion with the sun, which is called simply “conjunction,” 
although it is a superior conjunction. When it is directly 
opposite to the sun, it is said to be in opposition. Then the 
earth and the planet are the nearest together that they ever 
get. 

Let the same notation as before he used for the periods* 
But in this case the earth moves faster than the planet, so 



1 

P 


is the fraction of a revolution gained by the earth 


in one day. Hence the equation connecting the length of 
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the year, the synodical period, and the sidereal period is 

^ U JP' 

When iS and ^ are known, P is given by the equation 

p_S X H 
S-H' 

Since the sidereal periods of the distant superior planets 
are very long, it is not easy to find them by direct observa- 
tions. But the greatest synodical period is only a little over 
two years in length, and therefore the indirect process of 
finding the sidereal period from the synodic is more conven- 
ient. It should not be inferred that astronomers have to 
w'ait a whole synodical period in order to find the sidereal 
period of a planet. The powerful mathematical processes 
now in use enable them to solve the problem with consider- 
able accuracy from three observations of apparent direction 
separated by intervals of a few days. 

156. The Relative Distance of an Inferior Planet. — The 
relative distances from the sun of all the planets of the solar 
system can be found without knowing any actual distance. 
This enables us to draw a map of the whole system in the 
correct proportions. Hence, when one 
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one side were known, the others could be computed by trigo- 
nometry. To get the relative distance assume that SM has 
an arbitrary value, as 1. Then SP will be a certain fraction 
of it which can easily be computed. For example, if the 
angle at JE were 30°, the distance BP would be Without 
the use of trigonometry one can draw a triangle having the " 
proper angles and find the relative distances by measurement. 

157. The Relative Distance of a Superior Planet. — The 
relative distance of an inferior planet was found from its 
greatest elongation ; the relative distance of a superior planet 
can be found from the same principle a little differently 
applied. 

Suppose the planet is in opposition at a certain epoch, as 
at P^ with the earth at JE-^ (Fig. 79). After a certain inter- 
val of time the earth will have its 
greatest elongation as seen from the 
planet. As seen from the earth 
the planet will be apparently 90° 
from the sun, which determines the 
time when the relations are ful- 
filled. Suppose the planet is at P^ 
and the earth at Suppose the 
period of the planet has been deter- 
mined previously; then the angle 
P-^SP^ through which the planet has traveled is known. 
The angular motion of the planet as seen from the earth 
is which equals the angle at A. Now, the angle 

at Pg e<iuals the angle P^SP^ minus the angle at A, and is 

therefore known. Havin g co mputed the angle at Pgi 

relation between SP^ and can be found by trigonome- 
try precisely as in the case of the inferior planets. 

The earth has its greatest elongation from the sun as seen 
from the planet when the planet as seen from the earth is 
90° from the sun, or m quadrature. This determines the 
time to make the observations upon which the computation 
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is based. At this time the apparent position of the planet is 
farthest behind that which it would have as seen from the 
sun, the angle being precisely that at P^- 

158. The Elements of an Orbit. — The position of a planet 
in space at any time depends upon the position, shape, and 
size of its orbit, and the time it was at some position in its 
orbit, as at the perihelion point. These quantities, which 
enable one to compute the position of a planet at any time, 
are called the elemenU of its orbit. 

If a planet were started in the vicinity of the sun (i.e. in 
the solar system), its path would depend upon the point at 
which it was started and the velocity and direction of projec- 
tion ; for, if any one of these things were changed, the orbit 
would be different. Let us see how many things the orbit 
depends upon as defined in this way. The point from which 
the body is projected depends upon three things; for example, 
the right ascension and declination as seen from the sun and 
the distance from the sun. The direction of projection de- 
pends upon two things, just as the direction to a star involves 
two coordinates. The velocity of projection is a single 
thing. There are, therefore, six things upon which the path 
of the body depends ; and, since any point in an orbit may 
I be thought of as being a starting point, the position always 
f depends upon six distinct things. Consequently an orbit 
has six elements. 

The plane of a planet’s orbit is defined by its position with 
respect to the plane of the ecliptic, and it takes two things 
to express this relation. One is the line in which the two 
planes intersect, called the line of nodes^ and the other is the 
angle between the two planes, called the inclination of the 
^orbit. The place, or node, at which the planet crosses the 
plane of the ecliptic from south to north is called the ascend- 
^ing node (symbol, and the other, the descending node 
(symbol, y). The elements given are the longitude of the 
ascending node, which is the angular distance along the 


192 


INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 


ecliptic from the vernal equinox to the ascending node, and 
the inclination of the orbit. The symbols are SI and i 
respectively. 

The next element to be defined is the direction that the^ 
major axis of the ellipse has in the plane of the orbit. It is^ 
defined by the angle obtained in starting from the ascending 
node and counting forward in the direction of motion of the 
planet in the plane of motion to the perihelion point. The 
angular distance is called the loyigitude of the perihelion from 
the node, and its symbol is cd (Greek letter omega). 

In Fig. 80, AB is the line of nodes, and SV the line to the 
vernal equinox. The elements i, and co are shown in the 

diagram. It must be re- 
membered that SI is 
counted in the plane of 
the ecliptic, and co in the 
plane of the orbit. Some- 
times in place of g) the 
element tt (Greek letter 
pi) is used, which is de- 
fined by the equation 

TT = Si -h G>. 

The next element is the half major axis, denoted by a, 
which defines the size of the orbit. 

The shape of the orbit is defined by its eccentricity, 
denoted by e. 

The position of the body in its orbit is defined in two 
ways. One is to give the time at which it is at the perihel- 
ion point. This time is denoted by T. The other is to 
give its longitude at an arbitrary epoch. This is denoted by 
e (Greek letter epsilon). 

The six elements of a planet’s orbit are, therefore, S2j h 
a, T (or e). 

One remark remains to be added. The motion of a planet 



Fig. 80. 
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depends to some slight extent upon its mass, for its attrac- 
tion moves the sun. Therefore, to get the motion of the 
planet with respect to the sun with great accuracy, the mass 
of the planet (or something else equivalent) must also be 
known. 


QUESTIONS 

1. Is the synodic period of an inferior planet as seen from the earth 
the same as the synodic period of the earth as seen from the planet ? 

2. The sidereal periods of all the planets are longer the farther they 
are from the sun ; how do the synodic periods of the inferior planets de- 
pend upon their distance from the sun How is it in the case of the 
superior planets ? 

3. Suppose the synodic period and the year are of the same length. 
What is the sidereal period in the case of an inferior planet? In the 
case of a superior planet 

4. Suppose there is a superior planet whose sidereal period is 5 times 
that of an inferior planet and whose synodical period equals that of the 
inferior planet. What is their common synodical period and what are 
their sidereal periods ? 

0 . In applying the method of Art. 157, is it necessary to make the 
observations when the planet is in quadrature? 

6. Suppose the periods of the earth and an inferior planet are known. 
Show that their relative distances are defined by a triangle whose angles 
can be found from observing the time of conjunction and the elongation 
at any other time. 

7. If a body moves subject to no forces (i.e, in a straight line), how 
many elements has its orbit? 
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THE LAW OF GRAYITATIOlSr 

159. Necessary Preliminary Work. — Since a law of nature 
is a description of the way certain natural phenomena succeed 
each other, it follows that it must he based upon preliminary 
experiments and observations. The law of gravitation was 
deduced from two distinct classes of results, both of which 
have been to some extent discussed. In the first place, it 
was derived from the planetary motions, which were dis- 
covered by Kepler. They were the final results of observa- 
tions and discussions which were begun in prehistoric times, 
and whose history has been sketched. In the second place, 
it depended essentially upon the laws of motion (Art. 120), 
which seem to have been unknown until the time of Leonardo 
da Vinci and Galileo, and which were first stated in their 
generality by Newton. The results of the first class were 
obtained from an immense number of observations of the 
heavenly bodies and most laborious computations ; those of 
the second class, from experiments on the motions of bodies 
at the surface of the earth, and from a rare insight into 
physical phenomena. 

The work which led to results of the first class demanded 
especially patience and skill in observing, while that which 
secured the results of the second class depended more upon 
the imagination and intuition. The proof of the law of 
gravitation from them involved the rarest powers both of 
invention and of mathematical deduction. In fact, every 
discovery in ^science depends upon two things, observation 
and intuition. Unless based upon observations, a theory 
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lias no value. Unless the results of observations are unified 
by a theory, they are of little value. 

160. Discovery of the Law of Gravitation. — Isaac Newton 
(1643^-1727), the discoverer of the law of gravitation, was 
born the year after Galileo died. In 1665 he graduated 
from Cambridge, having shown in the last years of his uni- 
versity course extraordinary talent in mathematics and 
natural science. He at once entered upon a period of un- 
paralleled intellectual activity. In the first two years he 
had discovered the binomial theorem, laid the basis of his 
work on fluxions, which has grown into the modern calcu- 
lus, developed his theory of colors, and conceived the idea 
that the moon is held in its orbit by forces of the same 
nature as those which cause bodies to fall at the surface of 
the earth. During these years he was in retirement at his 
home in Woolsthorpe, because of the plague which was 
raging in England. He afterward described this as being 
the most productive period of his life. 

At the very beginning of his work Newton must have 
been in possession of the first law of motion, which he very 
probably discovered independently for himself, and which 
constituted the first step in his discovery of the law of 
gravitation. In accordance with it the moon must be acted 
upon by exterior forces, for it does not 
describe a straight line. Its motion is 
like that of a projectile, only the velocity 
is so great that it goes entirely around 
the earth without hitting it. This is illus- 
trated in Fig. 81, where JE represents the 
earth, and P a high elevation on it. Sup- 
pose a body is projected horizontally. 

For a certain initial velocity it will strike 
the surface at A i for greater velocities, at B and O \ and 

^ Dec. 25, 1642, Old Style, or Jan. 4, 1643, according to the present 
calendar. 
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for a sufficiently great velocity it will go entirely around the 
earth in the curve i>. The orbit of the moon is like the 
curve D, except it is very far from the earth. 

It is said that the young man Newton was one day lying 
under an apple tree when an apple fell, and that it then 
occurred to him that the moon, which was visible in the sky 
beyond, fell from the straight line in which it tended to 
move because of the same force as that which made the 
apple descend. This second step was a distinct addition 
to the idea that the moon revolved around the earth because 
it was acted on by some force, for the unity of the forces was 
perceived. The third step in the discovery was to find how 
the force varies with the distance. 

If the moon is held in its orbit by a force directed toward 
the earth, it is reasonable to suppose that the planets describe 
their orbits under the influence of forces directed toward 
the sun. Assuming that their orbits were circles, Newton 
proved, from Kepler’s third law of motion (Art. 138), that 
the forces which act upon them vary inversely as the 
squares of their distances from the sun. He then applied 
the same theory to the moon. He knew that the accelera- 
tion of gravity at the earth’s surface is about 32 feet per 
second, and that the distance of the moon is about 240,000 
miles. It was not a difficult problem to find from these 
data and the size of the earth and period of the moon, 
whether the earth’s attraction at its surface and at the moon 
vary inversely as the squares of the distances. At the time 
Newton carried out this computation the size of the earth 
was not very accurately known, and he found considerable 
disagreement in the results. Accordingly, he laid the sub- 
ject aside for 14 years, when, learning of Picard’s measures 
in France, he retiumed to the question and verified the rela- 
tion for the earth axid moon. 

The next stage in Newton’s work on the law of gravita- 
tion began in 1679, when he proved that if a lody moves sub- 
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ject to any force constantly directed toward a fixed pointy then 
the radius vector from that point to the body describes equal 
areas in equal intervals of time. And conversely, if a body 
'moves so that the law of areas is fulfilled for any point taken 
as an origin^ then it 'moves subject to a force 'which is constantly 
directed toward that point. Consequently, it follows from 
Kepler's second law of planetary motions that the forces to 
which the planets are subject are constantly directed toward 
the sun. 

At the same time Newton proved the important result 
that if a body moves in an ellipse around a central force situ- 
ated at one of its foci., then the force in dijferent parts of the 
orbit varies inversely as the square of the distances from the 
focus. Hence it follows from Kepler’s first law that 
the force to which any planet is subject varies inversely 
as the square of its distance from the sun. Kepler’s third 
law shows that the accelerations of all the planets would be 
the same if they were at the same distance from the sun. 

Newton was very indifferent about gaining a reputation 
and feared being drawn into controversies, so he did not 
publish immediately any of his results. In the meantime 
Hooke, Wren, and Halley had been struggling with the 
problems of central forces, and Halley, at least, had proved 
from Kepler’s third law, regarding the orbits as circles, that 
the forces toward the sun vary from planet to planet in- 
versely as the squares of their distances. He discussed with 
Hooke and Wren what the orbit of a body moving under 
such a force necessarily would be, but none of them could 
solve the problem. Later in the same year (1684) he 
visited Newton, obtained from him the correct results, 
recognized the brilliancy of his genius, and became the 
sincere and devoted follower of the great astronomer to 
the end of his life. He prevailed upon Newton to prepare 
his results for publication in book form. The great work, 
Philosophice Naturalis Principia Mathematica {The Mathe- 
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matical Principles of Natural Philosophy)^ commonly called 
simply the Principia^ was composed in 1685 and 1686, and 
appeared in July, 1687. • * 

It is impossible to give in a single paragraph any adequate 
conception of the great discoveries contained in the Principia^ 
or of the exceptional talents required to develop them. In 
an introduction of about twenty pages Newton defined mass, 
momentum, inertia, forces, the laws of motion, and referred 
to his experiments in support of them. Then in Book I 
he treated of the motions of bodies in general on the basis 
of his general principles. In the eleventh section he gave 
the basis for his treatment of the motion of the moon, which 
is one of the most difficult problems in celestial mechanics. 
Airy has said that it is the greatest chapter on physical 
science ever written. However that may be, it is certain 
that his results have scarcely been extended by the geo- 
metrical methods which he employed in the more than 
200 years which have elapsed since their publication. The 
reason is due, at least partly, to the fact that investigators 
have universally adopted the more powerful methods of 
analysis introduced by the French, but whose foundations 
Newton himself laid. In Book II he treated of the motions 
of bodies in resisting media and related problems. In Book 
III he applied his mathematical results to the phenomena 
of the solar system. After showing that the moon is at- 
tracted by the earth, the planets by the sun, and the moons 
of Jupiter by Jupiter, he proceeded in Proposition VII to 
the general law of gravitation that every particle in the solar 
system attracts every other particle with a force which is pro- 
portional to the product of their masses and which varies 
inversely as the square of their distance apart Newton con- 
fessed his ignorance as to the cause of this attraction, and it 
is not yet known. 

161. Value of the Law of Gravitation. — The value of a 
general principle depends upon the number of known phe- 
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nomena it coordinates, and upon the ability it gives one to 
make pi’edictions. Let us consider the law of gravitation in 
these respects. Newton showed in the Principiu how every 
known phenomenon of the motions, shapes, and tides of the 
bodies of the solar system could be derived from it. It became 
in the hands of his successors one of the most valuable means 
of discovery ; and, if we are ever able to find out wi^h cer- 
tainty what has been the evolution of the solar system and 
what it will be in the future, we shall use the law of gravita- 
tion as an essential principle in the discussion. The full 
meaning of such statements can be completely understood 
only with a thorough knowledge of the problems of physical 
science. 

The law of gravitation was undoubtedly Newton’s greatest 
discovery, and the importance of his investigations can be 
inferred from the statements of competent judges. The 
brilliant German scholar, Leibnitz (1646-1716), who was 
Newton’s bitterest rival, said, “ Taking mathematics from 
the beginning of the world to the time when Newton lived, 
what he had done was much the better half.” The great 
French mathematician, Lagrange (1736-1813), one of the 
masters of celestial mechanics, wrote, “Newton was the 
greatest genius that ever existed, and the most fortunate, 
for we can not find more than once a system of the world to 
establish.” The English scientist and writer on the history 
of science, Whewell (1794-1866), wrote in his History of the 
Tnd/uctwe Scienees^ It ^the law of gravitation^ is indis- 
putably and incomparably the greatest scientific discovery 
ever made, whether we look at the advance which it in- 
volved, the extent of the truth disclosed, or the fundamental 
and satisfactory nature of this truth.” Let us compare with 
these magnificent and deserved eulogies Newton’s own esti- 
mate of his efforts to attain to the truth ! I do not know 
what I may appear to the world ; but to myself I seem to 
have been only like a boy playing on the seashore, and divert- 
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ing myself in now and then finding a smoother pebble or 
a prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth 
lay all undiscovered before me.” There is every reason to 
believe that this is the sincere and unaffected expression of 
a great mind which realized the magnitude of the unknown 
as compared to the known. 

YEKIFIOATION OF THE LAW OF GEAYITATION 

162. Character of Orbits described by Bodies moving accord- 
ing to the Law of Gravitation. — General principles are dis- 
covered by inductions ; they are verified by deducing their 
consequences and comparing them with observations. The 
consequences which flow from the law of gravitation are 
obtained by such difficult mathematical processes that they 
can be explained here only in general terms. 

The first problem, which was solved by Newton in the 
Prineipia, is to find what the character of the curve must 
be if the force to which the body is subject varies inversely 
as the square of the distance. The answer is that the orbit 
always will be a conic section, however the body may be 
started. The curves are called conic sections because they 
may all be obtained by plane sections of circular cones. 

163. The Conic Sections. — The simplest conic section is 
the circle, which is the intersection of a cone and a plane 
perpendicular to its axis. When the plane is inclined a 
little from the perpendicular to the axis, an ellipse^ whose 
properties have been described (Art. 100), is obtained. If 
the intersecting plane is parallel to one side (an element) of 
the cone, a curve, called a parabola^ is obtained. If the 
intersecting plane is inclined to the axis less than an ele- 
ment, so that it intersects both branches of the double cone, 
the hyperbola is obtained. 

A parabola is a curve such that the distances of every 
^nois^t on it from the point (focus) F and the line L are 
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equal. It extends to infinity in the direction oppo- 
site to L. One may think of a circle as being an 
ellipse whose foci have united at the center; 
a parabola may be thought of as being an ^ 
ellipse one of wdiose foci has been removed 
to infinit}’. Its two arms become ultimately 
parallel. 

The hyperbola consists of two sets of sym- 
metrical branches extending to infinity. It is 

defined by the property that the dif- 
ference of the distances from any 
point on it to two fixed points (foci) 
jP and F' is constant. One may 
think of it as being an ellipse, one of 
whose foci has been removed to infin- 
ity along the major axis and brought 
back from the opposite direction. 

164. Character of the Orbit depending on the Initial Condi- 
tions. — The conic that a body moves in when subject to a 
given force depends entirely upon its initial position, direc- 
tion of motion, and velocity. Suppose, for example, that a 
number of bodies are started with a 
series of velocities at a given distance 
from the sun, and at right angles to the 
line joining their initial position with 
the sun. 

In Fig. 84, S represents the sun, which 
is the center of force, and A the point 
of projection. For a certain velocity 
the body will describe an ellipse 
for a single greater velocity, the circle 
O; for a still greater velocity, an el- 
lipse ; for a particular greater veloc- 
ity, the parabola P ; and for a still 
greater velocity, an hyperbola E. There are besides two 
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limiting cases. First, if there were no initial velocity, the 
body would fall straight to the sun. The orbit would be 
considered as being an ellipse in which the minor axis had 
shrunk to zero. Second, if the initial velocity were infinite, 
the motion would be in a straight line perpendicular to the 
line BA. This would be considered as being the limit as 
the branches of the hyperbola became straighter. If the 
body were started in any other direction than at a right 
angle to the line joining its initial position and the sun, the 
orbit would also be a conic section, its character depending 
upon the initial velocity as before. 

The orbits of all the bodies of the solar system are conics. 
The planets’ orbits are all ellipses, and the orbits of all their 
satellites are either ellipses or circles. The orbits of the 
comets are either elongated ellipses, parabolas, or in some 
cases barely possibly hyperbolas. Consequently there is thus 
far perfect agreement between observations and the New- 
tonian law of gravitation. 

The erroneous opinion often is held that the orbits of the 
planets would be circles except for their mutual disturbances. 
The statements made above show the fallacy of this idea. 
It would be most remarkable if their orbits were circles, for 
there is but a single initial condition which will give a cir- 
cular orbit through a given point, while an infinity of veloci- 
ties will give ellipses through the point. One might as well 
expect to find all the trees in a natural forest growing in 
rows running north and south. 

Sometimes it is thought that the mutual attractions of 
bhe planets keep the system in a sort of balance, and that 
t one planet were removed, the remainder would fall into 
}he sun. Although they do influence the motions of each 
>ther to some extent, the idea is entirely false. If all the 
)lanets except the earth were in some way destroyed, no one 
mt, an astronomer or a somewhat attentive observer of the 
fcy would notice any difference. 
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165. Motion in Orbits. — The law of areas completely 
describes how the planets move in their orbits, but it does 
not show how the motion in a conic depends upon the law of 
gravitation. In fact, this dependence can not be completely 
explained by eleinentai'y processes, but the general reasons 
can be easily exhibited. 

It follows from the law of areas that the nearer a planet is 
to the sun the faster it goes, and that the velocity at any 
point is inversely proportional to the perpendicular from the 
sun to the tangent at that point. Since the actual velocity 
is greater while the body is nearer, it follows that the angu- 
lar velocity is also greater. The mathematical treatment 
shows that it varies inversely as the square of the radius. 

Let us see in a general way how the motion takes place. 
At the point A, Fig. 85, the planet is moving at right 
angles to the radius from the sun ; con- 
sequently, its direction of motion is 
changed by the attraction of the sun, 
while its instantaneous velocity remains * 
the same. When A is the aphelion 
point, as represented in the figure, the 
acceleration produced by the attraction 
of the sun is greater than the centrifugal acceleration 
due to the motion of the planet in this part of its orbit. 
Hence the planet is drawn inside of the circle through 
A. After this, as at the motion is not perpendicular 
to the radius, and the sun’s attraction has two effects. 
One is to change the direction of motion as before, and 
the other is to .increase the velocity. The sun’s effective- 
ness in changing the direction of motion is decreased, both 
beea,use the attraction is not perpendicular to the line of 
motion,^ and also because the centrifugal acceleration due 
to the increased velocity is greater. On the other hand 
its attraction, and, therefore, its effectiveness in chang- 
mg the direction of motion, is increased because the dis- 
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tance to the planet has decreased. For a time the last 
influence predominates and the radius makes a more and 
more acute angle with the tangent ; and then the smallness 
of the angle and the centrifugal acceleration conspire, not- 
withstanding the increased attraction of the sun, to make 
the angle greater. The velocity is constantly increased, and 
the angle between the radius and tangent increases until it 
is 90® again at the perihelion point P. The velocity is so 
great at this point that the centrifugal acceleration is greater 
than the acceleration of the sun’s attraction. Consequently, 
the body goes outside of the circle through P, and the radius 
makes an angle greater than 90° with the tangent. The 
velocity is decreased; the angle between the radius vector 
and the tangent to the orbit increases for a while, then it 
decreases and approaches 90° as the body approaches A, A 
rigorous discussion shows that the planet will pass through 
A again with the same velocity and direction of motion as it 
had at the preceding revolution. The motion in the second 
half revolution is precisely the opposite of that in the first 
half. 

Suppose the orbit is a parabola and that P is the perihelion 
point. The velocity of the body at P is greater than it 
would be if it were moving in an ellipse. In fact, the 
velocity at a given perihelion is least in the circle, and 
increases with the eccentricity of the ellipse. It is greater 
'Still in a parabola, being 1.4 ••• times that in a circle, and 
this velocity is exceeded by that in the hyperbola, where it 
increases indefinitely as the curve approaches a straight line. 
Thus, in the case of the parabola the attraction of the sun 
is not sufficient to destroy the motion of the body away 
from it. The direction of motion is changed until it ulti- 
mately coincides with that from which it came, and the 
velocity theoretically becomes zero at infinity. In the case 
of the hyperbola the velocity at P is still greater, the attrac- 
tion of the sun does not change the direction of motion to 
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that from which it came, and theoretically the body 
apj)roaches infinity with a finite velocity. 

166 . Other Laws of Force. — We can not avoid asking 
whether the system would not be just as satisfactory if the 
law of gravitation were different. For example, the attrac- 
tion might vary inversely as the third, or any other power of 
the distance. The appropriate mathematical investigation 
shows that the motion under every other law of this kind 
(except one} would be in spirals except for very special con- 
ditions which the mutual attractions would at once destroy. 
Every planet would wind its way either in to the sun and be 
melted, or out to the regions of perpetual night and 
frigidity. The exception would occur if the force varied 
directly as the distance. In this case the orbits of all the 
planets would be ellipses, with the sun at their centers in- 
stead of at their foci, and they would all have the same 
period. The moon would not belong to the earth in the 
sense that it does now, for the sun’s attraction for it would 
be greater than that of the earth and would largely deter- 
mine its motion. The earth’s gravitation could not con- 
trol the loose material on its surface, and it would move 
away in response to the greater forces exerted by the sun, 
while the distant stars would be even more dangerous. 
This law, therefore, from our present point of view would 
be a failure. 

It is not known why the attraction varies inversely as the 
square of the distance. Perhaps it will be found sometime 
that gravitation is due to a wave motion of some sort through 
the ether, or a more subtile medium, and that its velocity ex- 
ceeds that of light as the velocity of light exceeds that of 
sound. If such a thing were the cause, its intensity would 
vary inversely as the square of the distance, just as the inten- 
sity of light or sound varies inversely as the square of the 
distance from its source. An investigation by Laplace showed 
that if gravitation is propagated with a finite velocity it must 
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be at least six million times that of light, and a more recent 
discussion by Lehmann-Filhes has confirmed these conclusions. 

167. Gravitation among the Stars. — The Newtonian law 
of gravitation is usually stated as holding throughout the 
universe, and it probably does; but the proof is of no such 
absolutely certain character as that which is given for the 
solar system. 

At the time of Newton the law of gravitation was believed 
to prevail among the stars because it was thought they were 
suns much like ours. The spectroscope has greatly strength- 
ened this opinion by showing that the stars contain a number 
of familiar elements. 

The law was proved for the solar system from the motions 
of the planets. In the last 100 years, and particularly in 
the last 25 years, many cases of two stars revolving around 
their center of gravity have been found. It is impossible 
to determine the relative orbits with precision, but the results 
so far obtained show that the attraction is either the New- 
tonian law or one in which the intensity of the force varies 
with the direction of the bodies from each other as well as 
with their distances apart. It seems entirely unreasonable 
to suppose that the attraction depends upon the direction, 
and if it does not the Newtonian law must prevail. Although 
the proof is not absolutely conclusive, astronomers unhesi- 
tatingly adopt the theory that the law of gravitation is 
universal in its application. 

168. Perturbations. — If the planets were subject to no 
forces except the attraction of the sun, their orbits would be 
strictly ellipses, but they attract each other just as they are 
attracted by the sun. These mutual attractions cause them 
to depart sensibly from elliptic motion, and these deviations 
are called perturbations. The moon’s orbit around the earth 
is much more greatly perturbed by the sun than the orbits of 
the planets are by each other. 

The problems of the mutual perturbations of the planets 
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and of the perturbations of the moon are of the most difficult 
character, and have taxed to the utmost the powers of mathe- 
maticians. One source of the difficulty can be quite easily 
understood. Suppose P and Q are two planets whose orbits 
would be as shown in Fig. 86 if they did not disturb each 
other’s motion. But the planet Q pulls P out of the elliptic 
orbit, the direction and amount depend- 
ing upon the distance of the two bodies 
apart, their direction from each other, 
and the position of P in its orbit. All 
these quantities vary in a most compli- 
cated way, and it is necessary to find 
the result of these continuous and vary- 
ing influences. In a similar way P 
pulls Q out of its elliptic orbit. The 
problem could be solved if it ended here, but these perturba- 
tions produce more complicated secondary results, which are 
particularly exemplified in the case of the moon. Since P 
and Q have departed from their orbits, it follows that their 
distances and mutual relations have changed ; consequently 
the perturbing forces have changed. The result is that the 
perturbations first considered become the source of new 
perturbations, and so on indefinitely. 

The problem is considerably simplified in the solar system 
because the masses of the planets are very small compared 
to that of the sun. The sun is so much greater than any 
planet that it almost absolutely controls the planetary mo- 
tions. The first perturbations are small and the secondary 
perturbations are generally negligible, except in the case of 
.the moon, where the work must be carried much further. If 
the masses of the planets had been large, say one-twentieth 
that of the sun, the perturbations would have been so great 
that Kepler’s laws would not have been approximately true. 
With this foundation for the discovery of the law of gravi- 
tation removed, it is doubtful if the great Newton, or any of 
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the illustrious mathematicians who have thus far appeared, 
could have extracted from the intricate tangle of phenomena 
this master principle of celestial motions. 

The planets do not move exactly in ellipses, or in any 
simple curves. In fact, they probably never revolve twice in 
precisely the same orbits, yet it has been found convenient 
both ill the mathematical,analysis and in popular description 
to speak of them as always moving in elliptical orbits, 
but in ones whose positions, shapes, and dimensions con- 
stantly change. It is something like considering motion 
in a circle as always being in a straight line whose direction 
changes continually in the same way. The problem of per- 
turbations is to determine how the elements of the variable 
elliptic orbits change with the time. 

169. Variations of the Elements of the Planetary Orbits. — ^ 
The planets are occasionally near each other in their orbits 
for short times, and then very far separated for longer in- 
tervals. When they are near each other, their mutual per- 
turbations are greatest. This approach and recession gives 
rise to perturbations which oscillate one way and then the 
other after a few revolutions of the planets at most, and they 
are called short-period perturbations^ or inequalities. They 
are always small, and because of their oscillating character 
their effects on the system are not important. They affect 
all the elements of the orbits. The law of gravitation is 
verified by the fact that observations agree with the hun- 
dreds of short-period perturbations which theory shows 
should exist. 

There is another class of perturbations called long-period 
inequalities. They are like the short-period inequalities 
except that in this case the elements vary in one direction 
for hundreds, and in some cases even for thousands, of years. 
.They arise when the planets are in conjunction at intervals 
of only a few revolutions in almost the same parts of their 
orbits. The most remarkable case of this kind in the solar 
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system is that of J upiter and Saturn, which have a long 
inequality of about 900 years. The irregularity had been 
noted by Halley (who, of course, did not know its period), 
but it was first explained by Laplace in 1784. The whole 
deviation of Jupiter is less than half a degree, and that of 
Saturn about three-quarters of a degree. 

There is a third class of disturbances known as secular per- 
tiirhations. because they continue indefinitely in one direction. 
This is not strictly true, for, notwithstanding the form in 
which they appear in the ordinary analysis, part of them are 
only certain phases of extremely long oscillations, as 
Laplace and Lagrange showed at the end of the eighteenth 
century. The result of greatest importance is that the 
major axes of the planets’ orbits have no direct nor second- 
ary secular perturbations, from which it can be shown that 
the periods of revolution around the sun have no secular 
variations. 

The eccentricities of the planetary orbits change in one 
way very slowly for immense periods of time, and then in 
the other. The periods of these oscillations for the various 
planets differ greatly, and the eccentricities of some orbits 
are increasing while those of others are decreasing. At 
present the eccentricity of the earth’s orbit is decreasing, and 
it will reduce to about 0.008 in 24,000 years. Then it will 
increase for 40,000 years, when it will be about 0.02. 

The inclinations of the orbits of the planets to the plane 
of the ecliptic oscillate in the same general way as the eccen- 
tricities. The variations are small and take place in very 
long periods. 

The nodes and perihelia change continuously in one direc- 
tion. The nodes of the orbits of all the planets move in the 
retrograde direction, and all the perihelia advance except 
that of Venus. Their periods of revolution are counted by 
tens and hundreds of thousands of years. 

On looking over these results one is struck by the fact that 
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all those elements whose substantial constancy is necessary 
in order that the system may maintain its general character- 
istics oscillate through narrow limits, while those whose 
variations make only unimportant changes in the system 
proceed in one direction indefinitely. Clearly if the major 
axes continually increased or decreased, the changes would be 
disastrous to the earth. If the eccentricities increased in- 
definitely, the perihelia would approach nearer and nearer to 
the sun ; the orbits would cross and collisions might ensue. 
If the inclinations were to change greatly, the mutual inter- 
actions of the planets would be entirely altered, although one 
would not say that there would be any direct effects which 
would be disastrous to any planet. The positions of the 
nodes and perihelia are of little consequence for the general 
characteristics of the system, and they are the two elements 
which change continually in one direction. 

170. Variation of the Elements of the Moon’s Orbit. — 
The perturbations of the moon’s orbit are in a general way 
much like those of the planetary orbits, but the disturbances 
are much greater. In addition to this the moon is so near 
to us that much smaller inequalities can be observed. 

In the orbits of the planets the perturbations are small 
because the disturbing masses are small compared to that of 
the sun; in the moon’s orbit the perturbations are fairly 
small because the disturbing body, the sun, is so remote com- 
pared to the moon’s distance from the earth. But these two 
simplifying circumstances operate quite differently. While 
the secondary perturbations of the planetary orbits are gen- 
erally insensible, it is not at all the case in the orbit of the 
moon, where perturbations of many orders must be computed. 

The sun’s attraction makes the length of the month nearly 
an hour longer than it would otherwise be. All the elements 
undergo short-period perturbations, but none of them has 
secular inequalities except the perigee (corresponding to the 
perihelion), Avhich continually advances, and the nodes, which 
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continually regress. The perigee makes a revolution in 
8.855 years, and the nodes in 18.600 years. 

There are a number of important perturbations which are 
not described in terms of varying elliptic elements. The 
simplest of these is the variation^ which was discovered from 
observations by Tycho Brahe about 1590. It is a sort of 
elongation of the moon’s orbit in a line at right angles to 
that joining the earth and sun. Its period is one month and 
it displaces the moon nearly 40^, which is considerably more 
than its diameter. The greatest inequality of all, known as 
the evection, depends upon the eccentricity of the moon’s 
orbit, and has a period of 31.8 days. At its maximum eflPect 
it displaces the moon in geocentric longitude through an 
angle of about 1.27°. It was discovered by Hipparchus and 
was carefully observed by Ptolemy. In all these perturba- 
tions, theory and observations agree. 

171. The Annual Equation. — There are a number of per- 
turbations, most of which are secondary, which prove the 
validity of the law of gravitation in the most certain manner. 

It was stated in the last article that the sun increases the 
moon’s period of revolution round the earth. This effect is 
greatest when the earth is near perihelion, and its variation 
as the earth’s distance from the sun varies, makes a slight 
change in the lengths of the months throughout the year. 
Theory and observation in this complicated interaction are 
in perfect accord. 

172. Lunar Perturbations due to the Attractions of the Planets. 
— It is perfectly clear that the planets disturb the moon 
just as the sun disturbs it, but to a much smaller extent. 
Indeed, the only direct perturbation of sensible magnitude is 
due to Venus, and has a period of 273 years. 

There are, however, indirect effects of the greatest interest. 
As seen from the planets the earth and moon appear very 
near together, and the principal effects of the attractions of 
the planets are in disturbing them in their common motion 
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around the sun. Now, when the earth's distance from the 
sun is changed in this way, the sun’s disturbing effects on the 
moon are changed also. This gives rise to perturbations of 
the motion of the moon which are due in an indirect way to 
the attractions of the planets first changing the motion of the 
earth. A law which correlates and explains such compli- 
cated phenomena as these must be considered as having been 
most firmly established. 

173. The Secular Acceleration of the Moon’s Motion. — The 

perturbation here considered is of the same general character 
as those treated in the last article, though it is somewhat 
more involved. 

In the early part of the eighteenth century Halley found 
from a comparison of ancient andmodern eclipses that the mean 
motion of the moon is gradually increasing. It was not ex- 
plained by the theory of gravitation until 1787, when Laplace 
showed that it is due to the fact that the attractions of the 
planets for the earth are causing the eccentricity of its^orbit 
gradually to decrease ; this diminishes the average dis- 
turbing effects of the sun. The perturbations by the sun 
increase the month (Art. 170). When they become less the 
month becomes shorter and the moon’s motion is accelerated. 

See how complicated the question is. The small unbal- 
anced effects of the attractions of the planets for the earth 
cause the eccentricity of its orbit to oscillate with a period 
counted by tens of thousands of years. While the eccen- 
tricity is decreasing, the disturbing effects of the sun are 
changed so that the moon’s motion increases ; when the ec- 
centricity begins to increase, the moon’s motion will become 
slower. These questions are involved in the theory of 
eclipses, and it is only by means of the law of gravitation 
that such phenomena can be predicted for long periods. 

174. Unexplained Phenomena. — N otwithstanding the thou- 
sands of triumphs of the law of gravitation, there are two or 
three small irregularities of motions which have not yet been 
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shown to follow from it. The most remarkable example is 
that of the motion of the perihelion of Mercury’s orbit, which 
tlie observations show is about 41" per century greater tbj^-n 
that found from the mathematical discussions. The cause 
of this disagreement is not known. It may have its source 
in the imperfections which still exist in the theory of pertur- 
bations, though this does not seem at all probable. There 
may be some disturbing cause yet unknown. If there were 
a series of small planets nearer to the sun than Mercury is, 
or a dense ring of meteors, the motion could be explained ; 
but then theory shows that there should be other irregulari- 
ties of motion which have not been observed. It may be 
that the law of gravitation is not exactly true. For example, 
it may depend upon the velocities of the attracting bodies. 
Since Mercury moves the fastest, the effects would first be- 
come sensible in the case of this planet. Possibly this very 
slight residual will lead to an important discovery, just as 
the discrepancy of 8' between theory and observation led 
Kepler to the discovery of the elliptical form of the orbits of 
the planets. However, the history of such disagreements 
points away from this hypothesis. Time after time astrono- 
mers have suspected that thS law of gravitation is not 
perfectly exact, only to find later that the fault was in the 
imperfections of their methods. 

The next most interesting case is the secular acceleration of 
the moon’s motion described in Art. 173. Laplace made a mis- 
take in his calculations and his theory agreed with the obser- 
vations. It was first corrected by Adams. As corrected, 
the theoretical acceleration is about per century while the 
observations show that it is from 8" to 12" per century. The 
observational amount depends upon ancient eclipses, the 
records of which are very imperfect, and it may very well be 
that most of the disagreements arise from the errors in the 
early observations, or in an "incorrect identification of the 
eclipses mentioned in the ancient chronicles. Another expla- 
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nation is that the extra 2" to 6" is only an apparent accelera- 
tion due to a slackening of the rotation of the earth from 
tidal retardation (see Art. 350), 

The lunar theory as a whole is not quite satisfactory, for if 
the constants are determined so that it satisfies the observa- 
tions for one period, it will fail to a sensible extent for both 
earlier and later dates. The disagreements undoubtedly 
have their origin largely in imperfections in the mathemati- 
cal treatment of this most difficult problem. 

175. The Stability of the Solar System. — A question of 
the highest interest is whether the solar system will preserve 
indefinitely its present general form. If it does, it will be 
called stable. 

This is a question for mathematical treatment, and it fol- 
lows from the discussion given in Art. 169 that so far as 
the theory goes it indicates that the planetary motions are 
stable. It is generally, though quite erroneously, stated 
that it has been rigorously proved that the orbits of the 
planets will never change greatly. The weakness lies in the 
fact that the expressions for the perturbations are known to 
be valid only for comparatively short periods of time ; they 
may be quite misleading when applied for indefinite ages. 
Besides, the conclusions are based on primary and secondary 
effects, and it is not known with certainty that the per- 
turbations of higher orders do not contain the evidences of 
very remote but sure disaster. 

It is very probable that the best planetary theories will 
fail in time, just as there are disagreements in the lunar 
theory after comparatively short intervals. The correct 
statement is that the mathematical theory shows with cer- 
tainty that the system will not be greatly changed by the 
mutual attractions of its members for many thousands of 
years, and there is nothing whatever to prove that it is not 
permanently stable. But the geological and biological evi- 
dences of the great age of the earth are just as good as the 
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mathematical, though they do not, of course, give any infor- 
mation about the way in which the elements of its orbit 
change. 

The theorj' which has just been discussed is developed on 
the hypothesis that the planets are homogeneous spheres, 
subject to no forces whatever except their mutual attractions. 
The facts are that they are of irregular density and oblate, 
and are subject to a multitude of smaller influences, among 
which may be mentioned growth by addition of meteors, re- 
sistance due to meteors, and complex tidal interactions. 

It is not certain that ordinary matter endures forever. In 
fact, some of the recent discoveries respecting the divisibility 
of atoms and the properties of the element radium, and 
other substances giving similar phenomena, suggest that it is 
perhaps in a state of transition, though at an extremely slow 
rate, just as the mountains are dissolved by air and water 
and carried down into the sea. 

No positive statement can be made respecting the stability 
of the solar system, but it seems to accord best with all we 
know to suppose that it is undergoing what seems in the 
light of our limited experience a very slow evolution, and 
that its present condition is tra*nsitory and but one stage in 
a great sequence of events. 

176. Historical. — Newton discovered the law of gravita- 
tion and was the first one to apply it to the interpretation of 
the phenomena of the solar system. His first problem was 
to treat of the motion of one body around the sun when dis- 
turbed by no other forces. This is called the problem of 
two bodies. The geometrical processes he employed have 
been superseded by those of analysis. 

Newton next treated the case where there are three bodies 
mutually attracting each other. He applied his methods to 
computing the motion of the moon around the earth as dis- 
turbed by the sun. He succeeded in explaining all the 
inequalities known at his time, though that relating to the 
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motion of the moon’s perigee was not published in its cor- 
rect form in the Frmeipia, The more exact solution was 
found in his papers about twenty-five years ago. 

The Newtonian theory was speedily and enthusiastically 
accepted in Scotland and England, but was not received with 
favor in continental Europe until after its ardent advocacy 
by Voltaire, after his visit to London in 1727. The Scotch 
and English clung to Newton’s methods and made no prog- 
ress. On the Continent the much more powerful methods 
of analysis were being developed, and when the law of grav- 
itation was once accepted many of its consequences were 
speedily derived. In the eighteenth century the develop- 
ment of celestial mechanics was almost entirely the work of 
five men : Euler (1707-1783), a Swiss, born at Basle ; 
Clairaut (1718-1765), born at Paris ; D’Alembert (1717- 
1783), also a native of Paris ; Lagrange (1736-1813), born 
at Turin, Italy, but of French parentage ; and Laplace 
(1749-1827), son of a French peasant of Beaumont, in 
Normandy. The work of these men in celestial mechanics 
and mathematics was one continuous series of triumphs. At 
the time of Laplace it seemed as if there were no more diffi- 
culties to conquer, and early in the nineteenth century he 
gathered together all that was known on the subject in his 
monumental work, Mecanique CSleste ( Celestial Mechanies). 
It is needless to say that new problems immediately arose, 
and that this field, as well as every other, is practically inex- 
haustible. 

, During the nineteenth century the discoveries in the con- 
sequences of the law of gravitation were much better distrib- 
uted, though on the whole the French were in the lead. 
Mentioning only the more prominent of those whose work is 
finished, France had De Pontecoulant (1795-1874), Leverrier 
(1811-1877), Delaunay (1816-1872), and Tisserand (1845- 
1896) ; England had Airy (180:-1892) and Adams (1819- 
1892) j Germany had Gauss (177T-1855) and Hansen (1795- 
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1874) ; Sweden had Gylden (1841-1896) ; and America 
had Peirce (1809-1880). It is impossible to give any 
popular description of the great achievements of these men, 
or of the rapid advances that are still being made. 

TIDES 

177 . The Tide-raising Acceleration. — The tides on the 
earth are due to the attractions of the sun and moon. It 
will be sufficient in explaining the cause of the tides to 
consider the action of the moon alone. 

Before proceeding to the direct discussion, a preliminarv 
theorem is necessary. ^ two bodies ctre subject ohily to efiual 
peirullel (xccelevotions^ tbeiT Tel(xt%ve positions ay^e not clianged* 
The truth of this follows at once from the laws of motion, 
but it is made plainer by an illustration. Suppose a large 
body and small body are dropped from a great height at 
the same time, and that the small one is started five feet 
below and ten feet east of the large one. If the effects 
of the air are neglected, they will keep the same relative 
positions until one of them strikes the bottom, for the 
earth’s attraction accelerates them both the same. Sup- 
pose the mass of the large body is ten times that of the 
small one. Then the earth attracts it ten times as much, 
but the acceleration is the same, for it takes ten times the' 
force to give it the 
same acceleration. 

Let E (Fig. 87) 
represent the center 
of the earth, and 
M the moon. (The 
distance of the moon is greatly diminished to render the 
figure clear.) Consider the tendency of the moon to dis- 
place the particle P on the surface of the earth. Let WB 
represent the acceleration of on P (the solid earth) in 
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direction and amount. In the same units let FA repre- 
sent the acceleration of if on P in direction and amount. 
Since P and if are nearer together than F and if, it fol- 
lows that PA is greater than F£. 

Let the acceleration PA be resolved into two components 
so that one of them shall be equal and parallel to EB. It 
is P^ in the figure. The other component is found by- 
using PA as a diagonal and PK as a side, and completing 
the parallelogram. It is in the figure. By the law 
of the parallelogram of forces PA is exactly equivalent to 
PZ^and and conversely. By the preliminary theorem, 
EB and PK being parallel and equal do not tend to change 
the relative positions of E and P , an d therefore cause no 
tide. The remaining acceleration P^ cannot be paired with 
any other, and is the tide-raising acceleration. 

The part of the figure wi th acc ents is drawn from pre- 
cisely the same principles. P K' is parallel and equal to 
PB, and P'^' is the tide-raising acceleration. 

Suppose figures are constructed for points all the way 
around the earth. The lines representing the tide-raising 

accelerations will he 
as given in Fig. 88. 
The method of draw- 
ing them is the geo- 
metrical counterpart 
of the rigorous math- 
ematical treatment of 
the subject, and may be relied upon as giving the full expla- 
nation of the reason for the tides. 

If one desires actually to compute the positions of the 
lines, it can easily be done. In Fig. 87 take the distance 
EB arbitrarily. By the law of gravitation the accelerations 
are inversely as the squares of the distances. Therefore 



EB-.FA = 


1 

EM^ ‘ 


1 
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whence 

( 1 ) 


jP-4 = 


\fm) 


■ UB. 


Having located the point A, the line BQ is found by con- 
structing the parallelogram as described above. 

This exposition shows at once that there is an almost 
equal tendency for a tide to be raised on the side of the 
earth toward the moon, and on the opposite side. The dif- 
ference can very easily be computed for the two points in 
the line BM. The distance EM is about 60 times tlie radius 
of the earth. Suppose P is between E and M and take EB 
equal to unity. Then 


PQ = PA- EB = PA- 1. 


From equation (1) it is found that 


PA=- 



1.0342. 


If P' is opposite to the moon, then 

pf^=m-p^=i-p^-, 


and from equation (1) 

WA'={^= 0.9674. 

Therefore 

PQ = 0.0842, 

0.0326, 


from which it follows that is less than five per cent 
greater than The differences in other corresponding 

points are still less, and entirely vanish 90° from the line 

Mm. 

178. Relative Magnitudes of the Tides raised by the Sun 
and Moon. — It follows from the masses of the stin and moon 
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and their distances from the earth, that the sun accelerates 
the earth about 175 times as much as the moon does. Since 
its distance is 93,000,000 miles, equation (1) of the last article 
becomes in the same units as were used in the case of the 
moon, 

¥Q^FA~-m^PA^VI5, 


Therefore 




'93,000,000^ 
92,996,0007 * 


175 = 175.0151. 


Pg= 0.0151, 


or less than half of that due to the moon. Consequently, the 
tides raised by the sun are less than half as great as those 
raised by the moon. The small relative difference in its dis- 
tance from the center and surface of the earth more than 
offsets its greater attraction. 

179. Variations in the Tides. — The tides far from coast 
lines in the ocean, as measured on small islands, are two or 
three feet high, but they vary greatly from a number of 
causes. In shallow water along the coast, especially where 
the tidal waves converge into a bay or mouth of a river, the 
tides are many feet high. Agreement between theory and 
observation is more easily secured where the tides are not so 
greatly modified by local conditions. 

The most important cause of variation in the tides is the 
change in the relative directions of the moon and sun from 
the earth. When the moon and sun are in a line with the 
earth, either on the same side or opposite sides, their effects 
add and produce the highest tides, called spring tides. When 
they are 90° from each other their effects partially destroy 
each other and produce the lowest tides, called neap tides. 

The tides in any latitude vary with the declinations of the 
sun and moon. For example, their respective tides are less 
in the northern hemisphere when they are over the equator 
than when they are north of it. 
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The tides vary with the changing distances of the sun and 
moon. The eccentricity of the moon's orbit is rather large 
(about 0.05) and its distance varies considerably. The per- 
centage of change of the tide-raising force is nearly three 
times the percentage of change in distance. Consequently, 
there are important monthly and j^early variations due to 
changes of distance. 

All these varying influences combine in a most complicated 
fashion, yet by means of the law of gravitation these ever- 
changing phenomena are shown to succeed each other accord- 
ing to fixed laws, and they can be predicted with perfect 
certainty. 

180. The Lag of the Tides. — Suppose the earth were‘ a 
viscous mass instead of a solid covered with fluids, the water 
and atmosphere. Suppose the earth rotated faster than the 
moon revolves in the direction indicated by the arrow in 
Fig. 89. It would have a t ende ncy to carry the tidal waves 
A and B on beyond the l ine B M. But the moon would tend 
to keep them in the line BM* The result would be that they 
would travel along the surface of 
the earth in the direction opposite 
to its rotation, that is, from east 
to west. 

Now, consider a point on the 
earth’s surface. The rotation 
would carry it under iif at a certain time and a little later 
under the tide A. That is, the passage of the tide would lag 
behind the passage of the moon over the meridian. 

If the earth is not perfectly rigid, and there is no probabil- 
ity that it is, there are tides in its solid parts like those just 
described. But the tides in the fluid surface are quite dif- 
ferent. When a tidal wave is raised, it runs around the earth 
with a velocity depending upon the depth of the ocean. The 
motions of the* waves are interfered with by the continents, 
they meet from various directions and interfere with one 



Fig. 89. 
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another, sometimes adding together and sometimes destroying 
one another, and they are greatly modified by the ocean beds. 
The subject 6f water tides is so complicated that a satisfac- 
tory theory for a station could scarcely be constructed with- 
out any observations; but when observations have once shown 
the effects of local conditions, the variations due to other 
causes can be predicted from the principles discussed in the 
last article. 

SPECIAL PROBLEMS 


181. The Masses of the Planets. — There are a number of 
important special problems whose solutions depend on the 
law of gravitation, but which are not in a very direct way 
verifications of it. They will be given here. 

The methods of measuring the density and mass of the 
earth have been given. In principle, they consist in comparing 
the attraction of the earth with that of a body of known mass 
and dimensions ; and in carrying out the comparison the law 
of gravitation is involved. The same principle is employed 
in determining the mass of any heavenly body, but the prob- 
lem is practically much simpler, for the comparison can be 
made with the whole earth. 

Let and represent the masses of two bodies revolv- 
ing around their common center of gravity as a consequence 
of their mutual attractions, P their period of revolution, a 
their mean distance apart, and h a constant depending upon 
the units employed. Then P is determined by the equation ^ 

ry 2 ira^ 


4- 


mo 


In this equation may represent the earth and the moon. 
Consider two other bodies and distinguish the two cases by 
giving the masses, P, and a accents. Then it follows that , 

27ra'^ 


( 2 ) 




+ 


m\ 


^ See Introductio%i to Celestial MeclianicB^ Art. 89. 
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rtor IT is the constant 3.1416 •••, and h is the same when the 
same units are employed. Squaring equations (1) and (2), 
and dividing (1) by (2), it is found that 

p/2 ^/3 + 

ml + ml = 

When the period and mean distance, P' and a' , have been 
determined from observations, the sum of the masses is given 
by the important equation (4). It is by means of this equa- 
tion that the masses of the stars have been determined so far 
as they are known. 

Suppose »!i and tn/ both represent the mass of the sun, 
which may be taken as unity, and that m^ and are the 
masses of two planets. Then equation (3) becomes 

W P'2 + 

Since m^ and ml are very small, the equation is nearly true 
when the last factor is taken as unity. With this simplifica- 
tion it is the mathematical expression for Kepler’s third law 
(Art. 188). The equation shows what corrections to the 
law are necessary. 

The masses of all the planets which have satellites are 
determined directly from equation (4). The masses of those 
which do not have satellites are determined with much greater 
difficulty from their perturbations of other planets, ox of 
comets which pass near them. 

182. Surface Gravity of the Heavenly Bodies. — The gravity 
at the surface of a body depends upon both its mass and its 
size. Suppose the bodies are spheres, which will be accurate 
enough for present purposes. Since a sphere attracts ex- 
terior bodies as though its mass were all at its center, it fol- 


( 8 ) 

whence 

( 4 ) 
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lows that the gravity, or weight, of a unit mass at its surface' 
is given by the formula 


( 1 ) 




where Gr is the gravity, m the mass of the sphere, R its radius, 
and k a constant depending upon the units employed. Con- 
sider another body using the same units, and distinguish it 
by accenting (3^, and i2. Then 


( 2 ) 




Dividing (2) by (1) it is found that 


( 3 ) 


G- m \BI J 


When the mass of a body has been determined by the 
method of the preceding article, and its radius from observa- 
tions, its surface gravity is given directly by (3). 

It is frequently simpler to use radii and densities instead 
of radii and masses. Let the densities be d and d’ respec- 
tively. Then m = |- irdR^^ wf = | ttW R'% and equation (3) 
becomes 

( 4 ) 


QUESTIONS 

1. Give an example of a theory not based upon observations which 
has been shown to be false. 

2. Give an example of known phenomena which have not yet led to 
a satisfactory theory. 

3. Enumerate the steps Newton took in the discovery of the law of 
gravitation. 

4. What proofs did Newton have' of the motion of the earth ? 

5. What are the conclusions which may be derived from Kepler^s 
second, first, and third laws ? 
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G. How many circular, elliptic, parabolic, and hyperbolic orbits may 
there be a\ itli a given perihelion point ? 

7. Aie the perturbations to be considered as blemishes on the system, 
like imperfections in a complicated machine 

S. In what instances has the law of gravitation so far failed to ex- 
plain observed phenomena ? 

9. The mass of the moon is about earth; what is the 

ratio of the attraction of t he m oon to that of the earth for a body at the 
earth’s surface on the line EJI (Fig. 87) 

10. By Art. 177 the tide-iaising foice at this point is 0.0342 of the 
moon’s attraction for the earth; liow much, therefore, does the tide- 
raising force decrease the weight of bodies under these ciicumstances 

11. If the sun and moon are over the earth’s equator the two tides of 
a day are nearly equal. Discuss the question with diagrams if they are 
north or south of the equator. 

12. Draw diagrams showing how the tides produced by the sun and 
moon add w'hen these bodies are in a line with the earth. 

13. What is the suiface gravity of the sun if its radius is 109 times 
that of the earth, and its density one-fourth as great? 

14. What is the surface gravity of a body 10 miles in diameter having 
the same density as the earth 

15. AVhat would be the earth’s surface gravity if its diameter wrere 
twice as great and its mass the same ? 

10. What would be the earth’s surface gravity if its diameter were 
twice as great and its density the same? 
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TIME 

183. Definition of Equal Intervals of Time. — If a person 
observes a number of events, he is conscious that they are 
distinguished from each other, though' they be of the same 
nature, and he explains it by saying that they occurred at 
different times. Moreover, the separate events of the same 
series would be distinguished from each other by another 
observer in precisely the same way. For example, if some 
one repeats a series of letters, different observers will agree 
on their order. That is, we can arrange events in a unique 
order and thus measure the interval between two of them by 
the number of others which have intervened. 

It is supposed that there is another element in time besides 
order. When any one observes two events, he is conscious 
that they are separated by an interval in which other events 
may have taken place, but different observers generally will 
not agree on the interval. It may be that the feeling that 
an interval has elapsed is induced by the consciousness that 
other events have occurred between them, such as something 
which can be seen or heard, or, perhaps, such physiological 
processes as the beating of the heart. The observer whose 
mental acts in the interval most exceeded the normal would 
give the highest estimate of the length of the interval. It 
is clear that each observer must be compared with his own 
normal, for he is accustomed to call the average interval re- 
quired for a certain number of changes of consciousness a 
certain name, as a minute. 
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There is no evidence that a minute, or a day, seems of the 
same length to every one, although every one gives the inter- 
vals the same names. It may well be that a week seems as 
long to an intellectually active man as a month does to the 
sluggard of low intelligence. One can see how his own 
estimates vary under different conditions. If he travels for 
a few days, especially when he is young, amid unfamiliar sur- 
roundings, on his return home he seems to have been absent 
for weeks. On the other hand, as he becomes older and new 
experiences are less frequent and the mental processes less 
active, time seems to have passed more rapidly. 

It will be found that the estimates of intervals of time 
made by different observers agree more nearly the more 
fully they base them upon counts of simple phenomena. It 
will be perceived at once that this implies that they have 
supposed that the simple events observed have occurred at 
equal intervals, or, perhaps in rare cases, in unequal but 
simply related intervals. This being the basis of our ideas 
of intervals of time, and the only way of measuring them, it 
remains to develop a method for pi*actical applications. To 
do this it is only necessary to select some event which is 
repeated an indefinite number of times in such a manner 
that it will occur after, in the sense of order, any event of 
another kind, and such that it can be universally observed. 
Newton’s first law of motion, which affirms that a hody 
jeot to no forces moves uniformly in a straight line^ is a defini- 
tion of equal intervals of time which fulfills the conditions ; 
or rather, certain consequences of it, to be discussed in the 
next article, fulfill the conditions. That is, two intervals 
are equal by definition if a moving body which is subject to 
no forces passes over equal distances in them. 

The definition of equal intervals of time by the first law 
of motion agrees, on the average, with the experience of any 
individual. It may be due to the fact that, as physiologists 
teach us, every mental act is accompanied by physical changes 
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in the brain. If this is so, it is only reasonable that the phe- 
nomena of consciousness should correspond with the laws of 
motion of material bodies. 

184. Practical Measure of Time. — It follows from the laws 
of motion that a rotating body which is subject to no exterior 
forces turns at a uniform rate. No body in such a state is 
known, but the attraction of a distant body, like that of the 
sun for the earth, does not change the rate of rotation except 
through the very slight retardation due to the tides. Con- 
sequently, for practical purposes, the rotation of the earth 
may be taken as measuring equal intervals of time. Of 
course, many other celestial motions might be used, but 
they would all be attended with practical disadvantages 
and no compensating advantages. Any artificial timekeeper, 
as a clock, would run in accordance with the same laws, but 
more irregularly because of the impossibility of entirely 
removing disturbing influences. 

There is one feature of the method of using the rotation 
of the earth to define equal intervals of time which should 
be mentioned. It must be shown that it is possible to deter- 
mine when the earth has turned through equal angles. 
There is a theoretical difficulty which arises from the fact 
that no fixed direction in space is known. If no heavenly 
body were visible, it would be impossible for us to find out 
directly whether the earth rotates or not. The rate of rota- 
tion of the earth is actually determined from the apparent 
motions of the stars, which must be assumed to be in constant 
directions from us. The assumption is not an entirely new 
one, for it follows from the laws of motion and the distances 
of the stars that they could not make daily revolutions around 
the earth. Consequently, the method of measuring time 
by the rotation of the earth depends upon the laws of motion 
in an indirect way as well as the direct. The corresponding 
difficulty in applying the first law of motion is that no fixed 
point in space is known from which to measure distances. 
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185 Sidereal Time. — Sidereal time has been discussed in 
Art. 23 in connection with the description of the method of 
cataloguing the stars, but the essentials will be repeated for 
the sake of comparison with the other kinds of time to be 
mentioned. Sidereal time depends upon the rotation of the 
earth wdth respect to the stars. The interval between the 
passage of a star across a meridian and its next passage 
across the same meridian is a sidereal day, which is divided 
into 24 equal hours. The hours are numbered up to 24. 
The sidereal time is zero when the vernal equinox crosses 
the meridian. 

Sidereal time agrees exceedingly closely with time as 
defined by the first law of motion. The agreement would 
be perfect if the rotation of the earth were not disturbed by 
external forces, but, as was stated in Art. 126, these dis- 
turbing forces have wholly insignificant effects, except pos- 
sibly when the rotation of the earth is compared with other 
celestial motions. Even here there seems to be but one 
place where a change in the rate of its rotation is even 
suggested, and that is in connection with the exceed- 
ingly difficult problem of the acceleration of the moon’s 
motion, 

186. Solar Time. — Solar time is defined by the rotation of 
the earth with respect to the sun. Because of the earth’s 
revolution around the sun, the sun appears, as seen from the 
earth, to move eastward among the stars, completing a revo- 
lution with respect to them in a year. 

In order to compare sidereal time and solar time, suppose 
a star and the sun are on the meridian at the same instant ; 
after a certain interval the earth will have turned so that 
the star is again on the meridian, but in the meantime the 
sun will have moved eastward nearly a degree. It will 
take the earth nearly 4 sidereal minutes to turn through 
this remaining degree and bring the meridian up to the 
sun. The interval between the passage of the sun across the 
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meridian and its next passage is a solar day^ which is nearly 
4 minutes longer than the sidereal day. 

187. Variations in the Lengths of Solar Days. — When com- 
pared with the sidereal daj'' the solar days vary in length 
for two principal reasons, wiiich will now be explained. 

The earth’s orbit is elliptical, and the motion of the earth 
is such that the law of areas is fulfilled ; therefore its angu- 
lar motion with respect to the sun varies. The sun’s appar- 
ent angular motion among the stars is just the same as the 
earth’s angular motion as seen from the sun. Therefore the 
sun’s apparent eastw^ard motion is not uniform. Since this 
is what causes the difference in length between the sidereal 
and a solar day, it follows that the difference will vary ; or, 
the length of the solar day varies when compared to that 
of the sidereal day. When the sun apparently moves 
fastest, the difference is greatest; and when the sun appar- 
ently moves slowest, it is least. 

Figure 90, in which the eccentricity of the earth’s orbit is 
exaggerated for the sake of clearness, shows the reason of 



Fig. 90. 


the difference in length of the solar days. 
Suppose the earth moves from the peri- 
helion point P to P' in a sidereal day. 
The line which is in the plane of the 
meridian has made a complete rotation, 
but it must turn on through an angle 
equal to PSP^ in order to point to the 


sun, as it will at the end of the solar day. Now consider the 


motion of the earth at the aphelion A» In a sidereal day it 
will have moved from A to A^, It must still turn through the 
angle ASA^ in order to complete a solar day. This angle is 
less than PSP\ and the solar day is correspondingly shorter 
than the one when the earth was at perihelion. It follows 
from the character of the earth’s motion that, so far as this 


cause is concerned, the lengths of the solar days constantly de- 
crease while the earth is moving from perihelion to aphelion. 
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The other reason that solar days vary in length is that 
the sun does not move eastward along the equator. Sup- 
pose, for simplicity, that its motion along the ecliptic is 
uniform, and consider the effect of the inclination of the 
ecliptic to the equator. In Fig. 91, V represents the 
vernal equinox and A the au- 
tumnal equinox. The hour 
circles are drawn at intervals 
of 15°, and equal spaces are 
marked off along the ecliptic 
by the dotted lines. Since 
the diurnal motion of the sun 
is along the equator or a cir- 
cle parallel to it, it is the east-ward motion of tlie sun in 
right ascension which makes a solar day longer than the 
sidereal. 

Consider the motion near the vernal equinox. While the 
sun is moving 15° from V to b its actual eastward motion in 
right ascension is only Vh\ When the sun is near the sol- 
stice cZ, 15° takes it from e to d, and its eastward motion in 
right ascension is dD, That is, when the sun is near one 
of the equinoxes, it moves the slowest in right ascension, 
because a considerable part of its motion is either northward 
or southward ; and when it is near one of the solstices, its 
eastward motion along the equator is most rapid, because 
its orbit nearly coincides with a declination circle. As 
far as this factor alone affects the solar days, it tends to 
make them longest while the sun is near the solstices, and 
shortest while it is near the equinoxes. 

The first cause tends to make the solar days longest on 
January 1 and to decrease gradually both ways from this 
date for six months. The second cause tends to make them 
longest on December 21 and June 22, and shortest on 
March 21 and ^September 28. The two effects combine 
and give the following results: the longest day in the 
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year is December 22 (it may vary by a day from this date 
because of the leap year), which is 4 m. 26.5 sec. longer than 
the sidereal day when expressed in sidereal time. Thus, 
the day which has the least time of sunlight for positions 
north of the equator, and which in ordinary speech is said 
to be the shortest day in the year, is actually the longest 
from the time the sun *is on the meridian until it is on the 
meridian again. From December 22 the solar days con- 
stantly decrease in length until March 26, which is only 3 ni. 
38.0 sec. longer tlian the sidereal day. Then they increase 
in length until June 20, which is 4 m. 9.5 sec. longer than 
the sidereal day. From June 20 the solar days again decrease 
in length until September 17, the shortest day in the whole 
year, which is only 3 m. 35.2 sec. longer than the sidereal 
day. Then the solar days constantly increase in length until 
December 22. The difference in length between the long- 
est day and the shortest day in the year is therefore about 
51.3 sec. of sidereal time. This is rather small, but its cumula- 
tive effects are quite noticeable, as will be seen in Art. 189. 

It would seem to be a simple matter to assume that all 
solar days are of the same length, especially as the variation 
from one to the next is very slight. Nothing but a very 
accurate clock would show in ordinary affairs any disagree- 
ment, and with this it would not be important. But if the 
astronomer should attempt to use the rotation of the earth 
with respect to the sun as defining equal intervals of time, 
he would become involved in irregularities of motions which 
he would be utterly unable to bring into simple agreement 
with any theory. This illustrates the extreme sensitiveness 
of astronomical theories to even slight errors. 

188. Mean Solar Time. — Our ordinary activities are 
dependent upon the periods of sunshine. Hence, for prac- 
tical purposes it is quite desirable to have a unit of time 
based in some way upon the rotation of the earth with 
respect to the sun. On the other hand it is undesirable to have 
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a unit of variable length. Consequently the mean solar day, 
which is the average length of all the solar clays of the year, 
is introduced. In sidei-eal time its length is 24 hr. 3 m. 
56.556 sec. 

The mean solar day is divided into 24 mean solar 
hours, the hours into 60 minutes, and the minutes into 60 
seconds. In short, this is the time in ordinary use. Mean 
solar days are all of the same length with the same approxi- 
mation that sidereal days are of the same length, and 
ordinary time-pieces are made to keep mean' solar time as 
nearly as possible. It would be very difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to construct a clock which would keep true solar time 
with any high degree of accuracy. 

189. The Equation of Time. — The difference between the 
mean solar time and the true solar time is called the equa- 
tion of time. It is taken with such an algebraic sign that 
when it is added to the true solar time the mean solar time 
is obtained. 

It follows from the way in which the lengths of the solar 
days vary that the equation of time is zero on April 15, 
June 14, September 1, and December 24. The maximum 
numerical values of the equation of time between these dates 
are: P'ebruary 11, + 14 m. 30 sec.; May 14, -3 m. 50 sec.; 
July 26, -i- 6 m. 15 sec. ; and November 2, —16 m. 20 sec. 
These dates may vary by a day because of the leap year, 
and the amounts by a few seconds because of the shifting of 
the dates and the perturbations of the earth’s motion. 

Some interesting results follow from the equation of time. 
For example, on December 24 the equation of time is zero, 
and it follows from the numbers given above that the solar 
day at this time is about 30 sec. longer than the mean solar 
day. Consequently, the next day the sun will be about 30 
sec. slow; that is, the noon is shifted about 30 sec. with 
respect to the sun. As the sun is just past the winter solstice 
the period from sunrise to sunset is increasing, but very 



234 


INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 


slowly, the exact amount depending on the latitude. For 
our latitude the gain in the forenoon resulting from the 
earlier rising of the sun is less than the loss from the 
shifting of the solar time of the noon. Consequently, 
almanacs will show that the forenoons are getting shorter at 
this time of the year, although the whole period between sun- 
rise and sunset is increasing. The diJBference in the length 
of the forenoon and afternoon may accumulate until it 
amounts to as much as half an hour. 

190. Stand&rd Time. — The mean solar time of a place is 
called its local time. All places having the same longitude 
have the same local time, but places having different longi- 
tudes have different local times. In going around the earth, 
a distance of nearly 25,000 miles at the equator, the differ- 
ence in local time is 24 hours ; consequently, at the 
earth’s equator 17 miles in longitude give a difference 
of about one minute in local time. In latitudes 40° to 45° 
about 13 to 12 miles in longitude give a difference of one 
minute in local time. 

If every place along a railroad extending east and west 
should keep its own local time, there would be endless con- 
fusion and great danger in running trains. In order to 
avoid this it has become customary for all places which do 
not differ more than half an hour in local time from that of 
some convenient meridian to use the local time of that 
meridian. Thus, while the extreme difference in local time 
of places using the same time is about an hour, the error in 
either of them is only about half an hour. In this manner a 
strip of country in our latitudes about 750 miles wide uses 
the same time, and the next strip of the same width an hour 
different, and so on. The local time of the standard 
meridian of each strip is the standard time of that strip. 

Standard time is at present in use in nearly every civilized 
part of the earth. The British Islands, Belgium, and 
Holland use as standard time the local time of the meridian 
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which passes through the Royal Observatory at Greenwich. 
France uses as standard time the local time of the meridian 
passing through the Paris Observatory. This meridian is 
9 m. 21 sec. east of Greenwich; consequently the time 
used in France is 9 m. 21 sec. fast compared to that used 
in England. Germany, Italy, Switzerland, and Sweden use 
the local time of the meridian 1 hour east of Greenwich. 
Japan uses the local time of the meridian 9 hours east of 
Greenwich. 

The United States and British America are of such great 
extent in longitude that it is necessary to use 4 hours 
of standard time. The eastern portion uses JEasterii Time^ 
which is the local time of the meridian 5 hours west of 
Greenwich. This meridian runs through Philadelphia, and 
in this city local time and standard time are identical. At 
places east of this meridian it is later by local time than 
by standard time, the difference being nearly one minute 
for 12 miles. At places west of this meridian, but in 
the Eastern Time division, it is earlier by local time than 
by standard time. The next division going westward is 
called Central Time, It is the local time of the meridian 6 
hours west of Greenwich. This meridian passes through 
St. Louis. The next division is called Mountain Time, It 
is the local time of the meridian 7 hours west of Green- 
wich. This meridian passes through Denver. The last 
division is called Pacific Time, It is the local time of the 
meridian 8 hours west of Greenwich. This meridian passes 
about 100 miles east of San Francisco. 

If the exact divisions were used, the boundaries between 
one time division and the next would be 7.6° east and west 
of the standard meridians. As a matter of fact, the bound- 
aries are quite irregular, depending upon the convenience of 
railroads. The change in time is nearly always made at the 
end of a division, for obviously it would be unwise to have 
railroad time change during the run of a given train crew. 
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As a result, the boundaries of the several time divisions 
as used are very irregular, and vary in many cases very 
strikingly from the standard divisions. 



191. Distribution of Time. — The accurate determination of 
time and its distribution are of much importance. There are 
several methods of determining time, but the one in common 
use is to observe the transits of stars across the meridian, 
and thus obtain the sidereal time ; then, from the mathe- 
matical theory of the earth’s motion, to compute the mean 
solar time. It might be supposed that it would be easier to 
find the time by observing the transit of the sun, but it is 
not so. In the first place, it is much more difficult to deter- 
mine the exact time of the transit of the sun’s center than it 
is the time of the transit of a star, and it occurs but once 
in 24 hours while many stars may be observed ; in the 
second place, it gives true solar time instead of mean solar 
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time, and the computation is as difficult in this case as it is 
when the other method is used. 

It remains to explain how time is diistribiited from the 
places where the observations are made. In most countries 
the time service is under the control of the government and 
the time signals are sent out from the national observatory. 
Thus, in 'the United States the chief source of time for rail- 
road and commercial purposes is the Naval Observatory at 
Georgetown Heights, Washington, D.C, There are three 
high-grade clocks keeping standard time at this observatory. 
At night their errors are found from observations, and, after 
applying the corrections for them, the mean of the three 
clocks is taken as giving the true standard time for the suc- 
ceeding twenty -four hours. At five minutes before noon, 
eastern time, the Western Union Telegraph Company and 
the Postal Telegraph Company suspend the ordinary busi- 
ness and throw their lines into electrical connection with the 
standard clock at the Naval Observatory. The connection 
is arranged so that the sounding key makes a stroke every 
second during the 5 minutes until noon exce23t the twenty- 
ninth of each minute, the last 5 seconds of each of the 
first four minutes, and the last 10 seconds of the fifth 
minute. This gives many opportunities of determining the 
error of a clock at any point. To simplify matters clocks 
are made which are automatically regulated by these signals, 
and there are at present more than 30,000 of them in use in 
this country. 

The time signals are sent out from the Naval Observatory 
with an error usually less than tw'o-tenths of a second, but 
frequently this is considerably increased where a system of 
relays must be used to reach great distances. 

These noon signals also operate time balls in eighteen 
ports in the United States. This device for furnishing time, 
chiefly to boat captains, consists of a large ball being dropped 
at noon, eastern time, from a considerable height at conspicu- 
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ous points, by means of electrical connection with the Naval 
Observatory. 

Time for the extreme western part of the United States 
is distributed from the Mare Island Navy Yard in Cali- 
fornia ; and, besides, a number of college observatories fur- 
nish time to particular railroad systems. Nearly every 
observatory regularly determines time for its own use. 

192. Civil and Astronomical Days. — The civil day begins 
at midnight, for then business is ordinarily suspended and 
the date can be changed with the least inconvenience. The 
astronomical day of the same date begins at noon twelve 
hours later, for an astronomer would not like to change the 
date in the midst of a set of observations. It is true that 
many observations of the sun and some other bodies are 
made in the daytime, but by far the greater amount of 
observational work is done at night. The hours of the 
astronomical day are numbered up to 24 just as in the case 
of sidereal time. 

193. Place of Change of Date. — If one should start at any 
point and go entirely around the earth westward, the number 
of times the sun would cross his meridian would be one less 
than it would have been if he had stayed at home. Since it 
would be very awkward to use fractional dates, he would 
most simply obtain the correct date at the end by arbitrarily 
changing his time one day forward at some point in his 
journey. That is, he would omit one date and day of the 
week from his reckoning. On the other hand, if he had 
gone around the earth eastward, he would give two days the 
same date and day of the week. 

The change is usually made at the 180th meridian from 
Greenwich. It is a particularly fortunate selection, for this 
meridian scarcely touches any land surface at all, and then 
only small islands. One can easily see how troublesome 
matters would be if the change were made at a meridian 
passing through a thickly populated region, say at the 
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meridian of Greenwich. On one side of it people would 
have a certain day and date as Monday, December 24, and 
on the other side a day later, Tuesdaj^ December 25. 

The place of change of date does not strictly follow the 
180th meridian from Greenwich, for settlers going eastward 
from Europe carried one date with them, while those going 
westward from Europe and America arrived in the same 
longitude with a different date. 

194. The Sidereal Year. — The sidereal year is the time 
required for the sun apparently to move from any position 
with respect to the stars as seen from the earth to the same 
position again. Perhaps it is better to say that it is the time 
required for the earth to make a complete revolution around 
the sun, directions being determined by the positions of the 
stars. Its length in mean solar time is 365 da. 6 hr. 9 m. 
8.97 sec,, or just a little more than 365-| da}^s. 

195. The Anomalistic Year. The anomalistic year is the 
time that it takes the earth to move from the perihelion of 
its orbit to the perihelion again. If the pei'ihelion i)oint 
were fixed, this period would equal the sidereal year ; but the 
perihelion point moves forward, completing a revolution in 
about 108,000 years, and the consequence is that the anom- 
alistic year is a little longer than the sidereal year. It 
follows from the period of its revolution that the perihelion 
point advances about 12'^ annually. Since the earth moves 
about a degree daily, on the average, it takes it about 4 m, 
40 sec. to move 12^'. The actual length of the anomalistic 
year in mean solar time is 366 da, 6 hr. 13 in, 48.09 sec. 

196. The Tropical Year. — The tropical year is the time 
it takes the sun to move from a tropic to the same tropic 
again ; or, better for practical determination, from an equinox 
to the same equinox again. Since the equinoxes regress 
about 50. 2'^ annually, the tropical’year is about 20 minutes 
shorter than the sidereal year. Its actual length in mean 
solar time is 365 da. 5 hr. 48 m. 45.61 sec. 
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The seasons depend upon the sun’s place with respect to 
the equinoxes. Consequently, if the seasons are always to 
fall at the same time of the year, the tropical year must 
be used. This is, indeed, the one in common use, and, 
unless otherwise specified, it is always meant by the term 
year. 

197. The Calendar. — In very ancient times the calendar 
was based largely on the motions of the moon, which deter- 
mined the times of religious ceremonies. The moon does 
not make an integral number of revolutions in a year, and 
it was often necessary to interpolate a month in order to 
keep the seasons in place. The whole matter was in the 
hands of the priests, and great confusion prevailed. 

The week was another division of time used in antiquity. 
The number of days in this period was undoubtedly based 
upon the number of known celestial bodies, other than the 
stars. Thus, Sunday is the sun’s day ; Monday, the moon’s 
day; Tuesday, Mars’s day; Wednesday, Mercury’s day; 
Thursday, Jupiter’s day; Friday, Venus’s day; and Satur- 
day, Saturn’s day. The origin of the names of the days of 
the week, when traced back to the tongues fi'om which 
English has been derived, show the above meanings. 

In the year 46 B.c. the Roman calendar, which had fallen 
into a state of great confusion, was reformed by Julius Cecsar 
under the advice of the Alexandrian astronomer Sosigenes. 
The new system, called the Julian calendar, wm entirely 
independent of the moon, and made three years of 365 days 
each, and then one, the leap year., of 366 days. The extra 
day was added in February. This mode of reckoning, which 
makes the average year consist of 866|- days, was put into 
effect at the beginning of the year 45 b.c. 

It is seen from the length of the tropical year given above 
that this system of calculation involves a small error, averaging 
11 m. 16 sec. yearly. In the course of 128 years the Julian 
calendar gets one day behind. To remedy this small error, 
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in 1582, Pope Gregory XIII introduced a slight change. Ten 
days were omitted from that year, and it was decreed that 
three leap years out of every four centuries should hence- 
forth be omitted. This again is not cjuite exact, for the 
Julian calendar gets behind three days in 3 x 128 = 384 years 
instead of 400 years, yet the error does not amount to a day 
until after more than 3000 years have elapsed. 

To simplify the application, every year whose date number 
is exactly divisible by 4 is a leap year unless it is exac'tly di- 
visible by 100 ; those years whose date-numbers are divisible 
by 100 are not leap j^ears unless they are exacth^ divisible 
by 400, when they are leap years. Of course, the error 
which still remains could be further reduced by a rule for 
the leap years when the date number is exactlj" divisible by 
1000, but there is no immediate need for it. 

The calendar originated and introduced by Gregory XIII, 
and known as the Gregorian calendar, is now in use in all 
civilized countries except Russia and Gi'eece. although it 
was not adopted in England until 1752. At that time 
eleven days had to be omitted from the year, causing con- 
siderable disorder, for the people imagined they were in 
some way being cheated out of that much time. The Julian 
calendar is now twelve days behind the Gregorian calendar. 
The Juliaii . calendar is called Old Style (O.S.) and the 
Gregorian, New Style (N.S.). 

198. Days of the Week on the Same Date of Successive 
Years. — An ordinary year of 365 days consists of 52 weeks 
and one day, and a leap year consists of 52 weeks and two 
days. Consequently, in succeeding years the same date falls 
one day later in the week except when a 29th of February 
intervenes, when it is two days later. In 4 years, unless 
it is one of the exceptional periods containing no leap year, 
the date is changed 5 days in the week; and in 28 years 
the date is changed 35 days, or back to the stai'ting point, 
and the relation to the leap year is the same. Thus, all 
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dates repeat themselves on the same day of the week in 
periods of 28 years unless a century year not evenly divisible 
by 400 intervenes. 

QUESTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS 

1. Let a series of five letters be written on the board, and find 
whether all observers agree respecting the order in which they were 
written. 

2. Let a series of five signals be given at intervals of say from 10 to 
60 seconds, the intervals being determined by a watch. Let the observers 
estimate the actual and relative values of the intervals and compare 
them both with each other and with the actual time. 

3. Does the running of a watch depend upon the first law of motion? 

4. How long does it take the earth to rotate through one degree? 
If the diameter of the sun is 32', how long will it take it to apparently 
move its diameter ? To test it, observe the time it takes the sun to dis- 
appear after its lower edge first touches the horizon. Is there anything 
which would cause this observation to lead to incorrect results ? 

5. How w^ould the solar and the sidereal day compare in length, if the 
earth rotated in the opposite direction with the same sidereal period ? 

6. If a person goes around the earth westward, he loses one solar day ; 
does he also lose a sidereal day ? Does he lose any time on the basis of 
the first law of motion as a definition of time ? 

7. Develop a rule for leap years whose date numbers are divisible by 
1000 so as to improve the Gregorian calendar. 

8. February 25, 1905, fell on Saturday and March 25 on Saturday. 
In what year will the same dates first fall on the same days of the 
week again? 
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THE MOOIS^ 

199. The Moon’s Apparent Motion among the Stars. — The 

moon has an apparent diurnal motion from east to west, like 
that of the sun and stars, which is caused by the rotation 
of the earth. But with respect to the stars its motion is 
eastward, as can be verified by observing its position on any 
two successive nights. Its eastward motion is also shown 
by the fact that it crosses the meridian later every night. 

In addition to moving eastward, the moon also moves 
northward and southward. When it is followed during* a 
whole revolution, it is found that its apparent orbit is very 
nearly a great circle which is inclined to the ecliptic at an 
angle of nearly 5® 9'. If there were no perturbations, the 
apparent orbit with respect to the center of the earth would 
be exactly a great circle. 

The point where the moon’s orbit crosses the ecliptic, 
going eastward, from south to north is called the ascending 
node ; and the point where it crosses the ecliptic in the other 
direction is called the descending 
node. The position of the ascend- 
ing node has an important influ- 
ence on the moon’s apparent 
motion. When the ascending 
node is at the vernal equinox, 
the moon’s orbit makes an angle of 23° 27' + 6° 9' = 28° 36' 
with the equator, but when the ascending node is at the 
autumnal equinox it makes an angle of 23° 27' —5° 9' = 
18° 18' with the equator. 
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Suppose an observer is in latitude +40°. Then the equator 
crosses his meridian at an altitude of 50°. When the 
ascending node of the moon’s orbit is at the vernal equinox, 
the highest altitude of the moon during the month is 50° + 
28° 3G'= 78° 36', and its lowest meridian altitude is 50°— 
28° 36'= 21° 24'. On the other hand, when the ascending 
node IS at the autumnal equinox the highest and lowest 
meridian altitudes in a month are respectively 50° +18° 18' 
= 68° 18', and 50°— 18° 18'= 31° 42'. When the ascending 
node is at some other point of the ecliptic, the highest and 
lowest meridian crossings are between these extremes. The 
results are similar for an observer in any other latitude. 
The nodes make a revolution in the retrograde direction in 
about 18.6 years, and all the possible changes take place 
during that period. 

200. Synodical and Sidereal Periods. — The synodical 
period is the time it takes the moon to move from any 
apparent position with respect to the sun, as in conjunction 
with it, to the same relative position again. It is most easily 
and accurately determined by comparing ancient and modern 
eclipses of the sun, for at these times the moon was between 
the earth and the sun. To fix the ideas, suppose an eclipse 
of the sun was observed 2000 years ago. The time at which 
it occurred will not have been accurately observed and re- 
corded, and our knowledge of it will be correspondingly 
uncertain. Suppose, for example, that the uncertainty is 
2 hours, and that an eclijise is now observed with a neg- 
ligible error in the recorded time. The problem is to find 
the moon’s synodic period. Suppose the whole period ex- 
pressed in days and fractions of days is T plus or minus the 
uncertainty of 2 hours. Then the period of one revolution 
is this whole period divided by the number of revolutions, 
which can be found from an approximate period based on 
observations for a few months. There are about 12.4 synodi- 
cal months in a year, so that in 2000 years the moon will 
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have made 24,800 synodic revolutions. Hence the period of 
the synodic month is found to be 

T 2 hr. 

24800 ^ 24800' 

The uncertainty is sec. The actual average 

synodic period is 29 da. 12 hr. 44 m. 2.86 sec., or 29.53059 
days, with an uncertainty of less than one-tenth of a second. 

The sidereal period is the time it takes the moon to move 
from any apparent position with respect to the stars to the 
same position again. It can be found by direct observations, 
the chief difficulty being to locate the position of its center. 
Another method is to compute it from the synodic period 
and the earth’s period of revolution around the sun, which 
are related by the equation (Art. 154) 

1^1 1 

S M U' 

where S is the moon’s synodic period, M its sidereal period, 
and E the length of the sidereal year. The quantities must 
all be expressed- in the same units. 

The sidereal period is not so long as the synodic, for the 
latter is the time it takes the moon to overtake the sun, 
which is also moving eastward. From the equation above, 
and also from observations, it is found that the sidereal 
period is 27 da. 7 hr. 43 m. 11.55 sec., or 2 i. 3216b days. 
When the period of the moon is referred to in this book, the 
sidereal period is meant unless otherwise stated. 

The periods which have been given are averages, for the 
perturbations cause them to vary considerably. It follows 
from the moon’s period that its hourly motion is about 33 
on the average. Since one perturbation, the evection (Art. 
170), is about 1.27° at its maximum, it follows that the 
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length of the month may vary by considerably more than 
2 hours. 

201. Daily Retardation of the Moon's Transits across the 
Meridian and the Time of Rising. — Since the moon’s eastward 
motion among the stars is faster than the sun’s, it follows 
that it crosses the meridian later every day. It gains a 
whole revolution on the sun in a synodic period, consequently 
the average gain in one day is 360° ^29.5306 = 12° 114'. 
It takes the earth nearly 49 minutes to turn through this 
angle, but in the meantime the moon has moved forward 
about 25', and it takes the earth nearly 2 minutes more to 
overtake it. 

The period may be computed exactly without difficulty. 
In a synodic period the moon has gained 24 hours on the 
sun, and it has crossed the meridian one time less than 
the sun has. Therefore its gam between two successive 
transits is 24 hr. -$-28.5306 = 50.5 m. This period varies 
considerably because the moon’s motion in its orbit is not 
uniform, and also because its orbit is inclined to the equator. 
The reasons are the same as those which cause the lengths of 
the solar days to vary (Art. 187). 

The average time of the moon’s rising is retarded the same 
as that of its transit across the meridian, but the variations 
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are very much greater, depending upon the way its orbit 
cuts the horizon. Figure 94 shows, in A, the situation when 
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the moon’s ascending node is near the east horizon ; in J?, 
the situation when the descending node is near the east 
horizon; and in 0 an intermediate case. In each case E is 
the east point, iLT^ the position of the moon w hen i t is on the 
horizon, its position 24 hours later, and NM^ the angle 
through which the earth must turn in order that the moon 
may be at the horizon on the second day. It is seen at once 
that the retardation is least when the angle between the orbit 
of the moon and the horizon is smallest. 

Now the moon moves throughout its ^hole orbit every 
month, and in this time it is in the three positions shown in 
the figure and all the intermediate ones. For this reason 
the amount of retardation in rising varies greatly during 
each month, being once very slight and once very great, the 
amounts depending on the latitude of the observer. For 
example, if the observer’s latitude were great, the angle be- 
tween the equator and horizon would be small, and the orbit 
of the moon in the condition shown in J., Fig. 94, would 
nearly, or perhaps exactly, coincide with the horizon. In 
this case the moon would rise at nearly the same time on 
successive nights when it was near the ascending node of its 
orbit. The latitude might even be so great that it actually 
would rise earlier some night than the pre ceding one. 

It will be shown in the next article that the phenomenon 
of the slight retardation in the time of the moon’s rising 
occurs when it is full only in the autumn. In Septem- 
ber it is known as the Harvest Moon from the fact that 
years ago, when crops were gathered by hand, time was 
precious and moonlight often useful. In October it is 
known as the Hunter^ s Moon for reasons which are perfectly 
obvious. 

202. The Moon’s Phases. — The moon shines only by re- 
flected light, and its phases as seen from the earth depend 
upon its position relative to the sun- Figure 95 shows the 
relation of the earth, sun, and moon at the moon’s four prin- 
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eipal phases, and what portions of the moon are illuminated 
as seen from the earth. It is seen that the horns of the 
moon always point away from the sun. The line which 

separates the illuminated 
portion from the unillumi- 
nated portion is called the 
terminator. 

When the moon is new 
it is said to be in conjunc- 
tion with the sun, and 
when it is full, in opposi- 
tion. In either case, that is 
when the earth, moon, and 
sun are in line, the moon 
is said to be in syzygy. Its angular distance from the sun 
as seen from the earth is its elongation^ and it is said to be in 
quadrature at the first and third quarters. The whole nomen- 
clature is parallel to that used in case of the superior planets. 

It follows from the diagram that the full moon is 180° 
from the sun. Suppose for the moment that the moon’s 
orbit coincides with the ecliptic, and let us find the time 
of the year at which the retardation in the rising of the full 
moon is the least. From Fig. 94, A, it is seen that the 
retardation is the least when the moon is at that part of its 
orbit which intersects the equator from south to ‘north. 
That is, it is near the vernal equinox, and since by hypothe- 
sis it is full,. the sun must be 180° distant, or at the autumnal 
equinox. The sun is near the autumnal equinox in Septem- 
ber and October, and it is, therefore, only at this time of the 
year that the phenomen,a of the Harvest and Hunter’s moons 
can be observed. 

To illustrate still more fully the relations involved, let it 
be required to find the time of the year that the retardation 
of the rising of the moon is least at the first quarter. The 
retardation is always least when the moon is near the vernal 
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equinox ; consequently it is first quarter when the moon is 
at the vernal equinox. At this phase the sun is 90® west of 
the moon, and has, therefore, a right ascension of IS hours. 
The sun has this right ascension in December; therefore the 
retardation in rising at the first quarter is least in December 
and January. 

When the moon is new, the sunlight reflected from the 
earth partially illuminates its dark side and gives what is 
known as earth shine. This earth sliine is pi-obably twenty 
times as bright as moonlight is on the earth at the time of full 
moon, and enables us to see the moon’s whole outline. 

203. Distribution of Sunlight and Moonlight. — Tlie amount 
of moonlight received by the earth is relatively unimportant 
except near the time of full moon ; hence in the present dis- 
cussion only this phase will be considered. 

It follows from the relations of the sun and moon that the 
full moon is 180° from the sun, and rises as the sun sets and 
sets as the sun rises. When the sun is on the part of the 
ecliptic south of the equator, the full moon is near the part 
of the ecliptic which is north of the equator, and vice verm. 
Therefore, when the sun’s rays strike the earth’s surface 
obliquely as it crosses the meridian, the moon’s rays strike 
it more nearly perpendicularly. When it is perpetual night 
in the polar regions, the gloom is partially dispelled by the 
moon always being above the horizon from first quarter to 
third quarter, and about as far above when it is full as the 
sun is below. 

The inclination of the moon’s orbit to the ecliptic and the 
revolution of its nodes modify these results to some extent, 
sometimes exaggerating them and at others minimizing them, 

QUESTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS 

1. Verify by observations the moon’s eastward motion among the 
stars and estimate the distance moved in one day. If it is near a bright 
star, verify it in a single evening. 



250 


INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 


2. Yerify its northward and southward motions by observing its 
altitudes as it crosses the meridian in its different phases, or the points 
of the horizon where it rises. 

3. What is the greatest motion in declination the moon can have in 
a month? The least? 

4. What is the position of the line of nodes when the moon’s monthly 
motion in declination is equal to the sun’s annual motion in declination ? 

5. Suppose an eclipse was observed 250 years ago and that its time 
was determined with an error not exceeding 2 minutes ; if it is com- 
pared with a recent eclipse whose time is known with an error not 
exceeding 30 seconds, what is the limit of error in the synodic period 
found from these data ? 

6. In comparing different eclipses is it necessary to use the time of 
the same meridian for both ? 

7. Compute the length of the sidereal month from the formula ex- 
pressing it in terms of the synodical month and the sidereal year. 

8. If the moon’s orbit coincided wdth the ecliptic, for w'hat latitude 
would the moon rise on successive nights at the same time when it was 
near the vernal equinox ? 

9. Taking the inclination of the moon’s orbit to the ecliptic into 
account, what is the lowest latitude for which the same phenomenon can 
be observed ? How does the position of the nodes of the moon’s orbit 
affect the result ? 

10. Would the earth as seen from the moon have phases as the moon 
does as seen from the earth ? If so, what are their relations to each other ? 

11. At what time of the year is the daily retardation of the rising of 
the new moon the least ? 

12. Suppose the ascending node of the moon’s orbit is at the vernal 
equinox ; at what altitude does the full moon cross the meridian for an 
observer in latitude 42° in December, March, June, and September ? 

13. Suppose the ascending node of the moon’s orbit is at the autumnal 
equinox, and make the corresponding discussion. 

14. Suppose the ascending node is at one of the solstices, and make 
the corresponding discussion; does it make any difference at which 
solstice it is ? 

15. For what position of the ascending node of the moon’s orbit is the 
distribution of both sunlight and moonlight, considered together, most 
uniform for the whole year ? 

16. Suppose the twilight gives sufficient illumination to enable one to 
make explorations until the sun is 10° below the horizon ; suppose the 
moonlight will answer the same purpose as long* as the moon is above 
the horizon and its phase greater than half moon ; how many weeks in 
a year are polar explorations prevented by darkness ? 
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204. Distance of the Moon. — The method of findinsf the 
distance to the moon, which consists in finding the difference 
in its direction as seen from two points on the earth whose 
distance apart is known, was explained in Art. 19. This 
article should be read again in this connection. 

The observations show that the mean parallax of the 
moon is 57' 2.3"; that is, the earth’s equatorial radius sub- 
tends this angle at the moon’s mean distance. From the 
formula (Art. 20) 


where in this case r is the distance to the moon, I the radius 
of the earth in miles, and I> the parallax expressed in degrees, 
it is found that 

r = 238,840 miles. 

The circumference of the moon’s orbit is 2 tt r = 1,500,680 
miles. Dividing this by the sidereal period expressed in 
hours, it is found that the moon’s orbital velocity averages 
2288.6 miles per hour, or 3357 feet per second. 

A body falls at the surface of the earth about 16 feet the 
first second ; at the distance of the moon it would fall about 
10-5-002= 0.0044 feet, because the earth’s attraction varies 
inversely as the square of the distance from its center. 
Therefore, in going 3356 feet (nearly two-thirds of a mile), 
the moon’s orbit deviates from a straight line only about one- 
twentieth of an inch. 

205. Moon’s Orbit with Respect to the Earth. — The moon’s 
distance varies from about 221,600 miles to 252,970 miles, 
causing a corresponding variation in its apparent diameter 
and parallax. The orbit is an ellipse, except for the pertur- 
bations explained in Art. 170, with an average eccentricity 
of 0.05491; the earth is at one of its foci, and the motion is 
such that the law of areas (Art. 137) is fulfilled (nearly) 
with respect to the center of the earth as an origin. The 
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perturbations by the sun cause large deviations from ellip-^ 
tical motion ; indeed, no planet or other satellite deviates so 
much from an elliptical orbit. The point of the moon’s 
orbit nearest the earth is called the perigee^ and the farthest 
point, the apogee. 

206. Moon’s Orbit with Respect to the Sun. — The distance 
from the earth to the sun is about 400 times that from the 
earth to the moon ; consequently the oscillations of the moon 
back and forth across the earth’s orbit are relatively so small 
that they can hardly be represented in a diagram. Because 
of this disparity of distances and the relatively long period 
of the moon’s revolution, its orbit is always concave to- 
ward the sun. 

The reason can be seen from Fig. 96, which is not, how- 
ever, drawn true to scale. Suppose the earth and moon are 

at JE^ and respectively at a 
A certain time. If the moon’s or- 
\ bit is ever convex toward the 
\ sun, it will be while its motion 
I is away from the sun. Suppose 

|e, the earth has arrived at at 

90 ^ the end of half a sidereal month. 

The moon will have moved 

toward the line U^A in the interval 2x238,840 = 477,680 
miles. On the other hand, the appropriate computations 
show that the earth has moved awag from 2,790,000 
miles. That is, the moon has moved away from the line 
2*790,000 — 477680 = 2,312,320 miles, and the moon’s orbit 
has been concave toward the sun at every point. 

207. Rotation of the Moon. — The moon always keeps the 
same side toward the earth, and therefore, as seen from some 
point other than the earth, it rotates “^on its axis once in a 
sidereal month. Its direction of rotation is the same as 


that of revolution, or from west to east. The plane of its 
equator is inclined about 1 ® 32' to the plane of the ec^ptic, 
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and the two planes always intersect in the moon’s line of 
nodes because of the disturbing effects of the earth’s attrac- 
tion. 

The moon’s sidereal day is of the same length as its side- 
real month. Its solar day is of the same length as its synodic 
month, as can be seen from the fact that the same face is 
turned toward both the earth and the sun at ever}" full 
moon. As compared with the earth, other things being 
equal, the temperature changes of day and night would be 
much greater because they are so much longer, and the sea- 
sonal changes would be much less because of the small 
inclination of the plane of the moon’s equator to the plane 
of its orbit. 

The most remarkable fact connected with the rotation of 
the moon, is that it is at precisely such a rate that the same 
side of it is always toward the earth. It is infinitely 
improbable that it was started exactly in this way, and the 
peculiar motion strongly suggests the idea that there have 
been forces at work which have brought about this unique 
condition. An explanation has been found in tidal reactions. 
It has been shown (Art. 177) how the moon raises tides on 
the earth, and in a precisely similar manner the earth gives 
rise to even greater tidal forces on the moon. The moon 
has the appearance of having been at one time in a plastic 
condition, when there were certainly tides. It will be shown 
at an appropriate place (Art. 350) that the tides tend to 
make equal the periods of rotation of the tidally distorted 
body and of its revolution around the tide-raising body. It 
is believed that the moon’s period of rotation and revolution 
have become equal from this cause. 

208. Librations of the Moon. — The statement that the 
moon always has the same side toward the earth is not true 
in the strictest sense. It would be so if the plane of its 
orbit and of its equator were the same, and if it moved at a 
perfectly uniform angular velocity in its orbit. 
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The inclination of the plane of the moon’s equator to its 
orbit is about 5° 1° 32' = 6° 41'. The sun shines alter- 

nately oyer the two poles of the earth, because of the in- 
clination of the plane of the equator to the plane of the 
ecliptic. In a similar manner, if the earth were a luminous 
body, it would shine 6° 41' over the moon’s two poles in a 
month. Instead of shining on them, except by reflected 
light, the tilting of the moon’s axis of rotation enables us to 
see that distance over the poles. This is the libration in 
latitude. 

The moon rotates at a uniform rate ; at least, the departures 
from uniformity are absolutely insensible. It would take in- 
conceivably great forces to make perceptible short changes in 
the rotation. On the other hand, the moon revolves around 
the earth at a non-uniform rate, for it moves in such a way 
that the law of areas is fulfilled. Consider the motion 
starting from the perigee. It takes considerably less than 
one quarter of the period for the moon to revolve through 
90°, and the angle of rotation is correspondingly less than 
90°. The result is that the part of the moon on the side 
toward the perigee, that is the western edge, is brought par- 
tially into view. On the opposite side of the orbit the other 
side is brought partially into view. 

In addition to this, the moon is not viewed from the earth’s 
center. When it is on the horizon, the line from the observer 
to the moon makes an angle of about one degree (the paral- 
lax of the moon) with that from the earth’s center to the 
moon. This enables the observer to see one degree farther 
around its side than he could if it were on his meridian. 

The result is that there is only 41 per cent of the moon’s 
surface which is never seen, while 41 per cent is always in 
sight, and 18 per cent is sometimes in sight and sometimes 
not. 

209. The Size of the Moon. — The mean apparent diameter 
of the moon is 31' 8", though the apparent diameter varies 
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by more than 2' because of the eccentricity of its orbit and 
the perturbations of its distance from the earth. From the 
formula of Art. 20, and the ^ 

distance of the moon as 

given above, it follows that / \ 

its real diameter is 2163 ^ / \ 

miles. Therefore its diam- f moon j earth 

eter is about 27 per cent V — ^ \ j 

of that of the earth. Their \ / 

surfaces are to each other 

as the squares of their 

diameters, or as one is to Fig. 97. — Relative Size of the Earth 

^ rrn • 1 ^ and Moon, 

fourteen. Their volumes 

are to each other as the cubes of their diameters, or as 


one is to fifty. ^ • • t 

When the moon is on an observer’s meridian, it is about 

4000 miles nearer to him than it is when it is on his horizon. 
Thus, when the relations are represented as in Fig. 98, the 
moon is about 4000 miles nearer to A than it is to B. Con- 
sequently as seen from A the ap- 
parent diameter of the moon is 
M about one-sixtieth greater than 
it is as seen from B. But every 
one has noticed that the moon 



Fig. 98 . 


looks larger when it is near the horizon than it does when 
it is high in the sky. The reason is that intervening objects 
give us the impression that it is distant, and this influences 
our estimate of its size. 


There is no perfectly exact meaning to such a statement as 
that the moon appears to be, say, ten inches in diameter. 
But from such a statement we can find how far we uncon- 
sciously estimate that it is away. The angular diameter is 
given and the supposed linear diameter is known; it is re- 
quired to find the distance. The distance is given by the 


formula 


^ = 57.3 


I 

J)’ 
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where I is the linear diameter, D the angular diameter ex- 
pressed in degrees, and r the distance. If one says the moon 
appears to be ten inches in diameter, the formula shows that 
he unconsciously assumes that its distance is about 90 feet. 
The assumed distance varies directly as the estimated linear 
diameter. 

If the moon were imagined to be at the distance of most 
distinct vision, 18 inches, its linear diameter, ?, would be 
estimated to be one-sixth of an inch. Or, expressed differ- 
ently, an object one-sixth of an inch in diameter held at a 
distance of 18 inches from the eye would just cover the 
moon. 

210. Mass of the Moon. — Although the moon is com- 
paratively near to the earth, its mass cannot be obtained so 
easily as that of some other bodies farther away. It will be 
remembered that the method of determining the masses of 
bodies is by finding the amounts of their attractions for other 
bodies. Thus, the mass of the earth was found by compar- 
ing its attraction with that of a heavy ball or of a mountain 
(Arts. 106, 107). 

One of the simplest ways, theoretically, of finding the mass 
of the moon is from its period around the earth. The for- 
mula for the period is (Art. 181) 

p_ 2ira" 

where a is half ‘of the major axis, k a constant depending 
upon the units employed, i and E and M the masses of the 
earth and moon respectively. Suppose E is known and that 
P and a are found directly from observations. Then the 
unknown M can be found. The difficulty of this method 
lies in the fact that the moon’s motion is greatly perturbed 
by the sun. 

1 Wlien the mass of the sun is taken as unity h = 0.0172021. 
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Instead of the moon’s going around the earth, both bodies 
go around their common center of gravity. Now it is this 
center of gravity which describes the nearly elliptical orbit 
around the sun. Sometimes the earth is ahead of this center 
of gravity and sometimes behind it. The effect is that the 
sun as seen from the earth is apparently sometimes behind 
and sometimes ahead of the position it would otherwise 
occupy. From very delicate observations it is found that 
the sun is displaced by about 6.4". Knowing the distance 
to the sun, it is found that the center of the earth is 2886 
miles distant from the center of gravity of the earth and 


moon. E C ,.-a; ^ 

Suppose in Fig. 99 that JE is ^ ^ ^ 

the earth, M the moon, and O 

the center of gravity of the earth and moon. Let the dis- 
tance EM — r, and OM=r — x. The center of 

gravity is defined by the equation 

X ■ E=(r — x)M. 

Now the observations show that x = 2886 miles. Therefore 
r-a:= 238,840-2886 = 235,954. Hence the formula gives 
2886 E — 235,954 ikf, or 

81.7 iif. 


In round numbers, the mass of the earth is eighty times that 
of the moon. 

Since the orbit of the moon is inclined 5° 9' to the plane 
of the ecliptic, the earth is sometimes above and sometimes 
below this plane. This causes an apparent displacement of 
the sun from the ecliptic in the opposite direction. From 
the amount of the displacement, determined from^ observa- 
tions, the position of the moon’s orbit, and the distance of 
the sun, it is possible to compute, as from the displacement in 
longitude, the relative mass of the moon. 

211. The Density and the Surface Gravity of the Moon.— The 
volume of the moon is about one-fiftieth that of the earth 


s 
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and its mass is 


1 

81.7 


that of the earth. 


The density of the 


earth on the water standard is 5.53 (Art. 105). Therefore 
the density of the moon can be obtained from the equation 
density x volume (of the earth) = 81.7 density x volume 
(of the moon) ; whence the density of the moon 




1 

81.7 


volume of the earth ^ i ,, 

— ^ — density of the earth ; 

volume 01 the moon 


or 


= 50x5.53 = 3.4. 


It was shown in Art. 182 that the surface gravity is given 
by the equation 


dB 


a, 


where G- is the gravity at the surface of the earth, d and R 
the density and the radius of the earth, and the accented 
letters the corresponding quantities for the other body. It 
follows from the numerical values of these quantities for the 
moon which have been given that J That is, any 
body would weigh by a spring balance about one-sixth as 
much on the moon as it would on the earth. If mountains 
on the moon were composed of the same material as those 
on the earth, they could be six times as high without crush- 
ing the rock at the bottom. If a body were projected up- 
ward, say by volcanic action, it would go six times as high. 
A force would give a mass the same velocity upward as it 
would on the surface of the earth, but the moon’s attraction 
would not stop it so quickly as the earth’s would. 

212, The Atmosphere of the Moon. — The moon has no 
atmosphere, or, at the most, an excessively rare one. Its 
absence is proved by the fact that at the time of an eclipse 
of the sun, the moon’s limb is perfectly dai*k and sharp with 
no distortion of the sun due to refraction. Similarly, when 
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a star is occulted by the moon it disappears suddenly, and 
not somewhat gradually as it would if its light were being 
more and more extinguished by an atmosphere. Besides 
this, if the moon had an atmosphere, its refraction would 
keep a star visible for a little time after it had been occulted, 
Just as the earth’s atmosphere keeps the sun visible after 
it has actually set. In a similar way, the star would be- 
come visible a short time before the moon had passed out 
of line with it. The whole effect would be to make the time 
of occultation shorter than it would be if there were no 
atmosphere. This is a very delicate test, and observations 
show conclusively that the moon has no appreciable atmos- 
phere. 

If the moon had an atmosphere, there would be the effects 
of erosion on its surface, but so far as can be determined it 
gives no evidence of such action. It consists entirely of a 
rocky surface, which is perhaps much cracked up because of 
the extremes of heat and cold to which it is subject, but 
there is nothing like soil except possibly volcanic ashes. 

There can be no water on the moon, for if there were it 
would be evaporated, especially during the long day, and 
form an atmosphere. Because of the absence of a sensible 
atmospheric pressure, the evaporation would be very rapid, 
just as it is more rapid on the earth in the rare atmospheres 
of high mountainous regions. Yet W. H. Pickering believes 
he has some observational evidence of the existence of snow, 
lakes, and vegetation. 

One cannot refrain from asking why the moon has no 
atmosphere. It may be that it has never had an atmosphere. 
But the abundant evidence of volcanic action on its surface 
makes it very probable that vast quantities of vapors have 
been emitted from its interior. If this is true, they seem to 
have disappeared. There are two ways in which this could 
have taken place. One is by the surface vapors uniting 
chemically with other constituents in forming solids. There 
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are vast quantities of oxygen in the rocks of the earth’s crust 
which may, possibly, have been largely derived from a great 
original atmosphere. And, according to the kinetic theory of 
gases, the moon could also have lost its atmospheric gases by 
the escape of molecule after molecule from its gravitative 
control. This would be a rapid process in the case of a body 
having the low velocity of escape of 1.5 miles per second 
(Art. Ill), ■ especially if its days were so long it became 
highly heated. It seems probable, therefore, that the moon 
could not retain an atmosphere if it had one, and that what- 
ever it ever may have acquired from volcanoes or other 
sources was speedily lost. 

213. Light and Heat received by the Earth from the Moon. 

— The moon is on the average just about as far from the sun 
as the earth is, and consequently receives about the same 
amount of light and heat per unit area as the earth receives. 
Consider the question of the amount of light and heat received 
by the earth from the moon at the time of full moon. The 
surface of the moon receives about one-fourteenth as much 
light from the sun as the earth does, for its surface is only 
one-fourteenth as great. Suppose all that the moon receives 
is reflected so as to illuminate uniformly half the sky. The 
assumption is incorrect, for light is reflected to more than 
half the sky. If it were not, we could not see the moon at 
all until the first quarter. But light is not reflected equally 
over the whole part which is illuminated. The reflection is 
greatest back toward the sun, and consequently toward the 
earth at the^ time of full moon. Thus the two errors in 
the assumptions, to some extent, balance each other, and 
the computation will give an idea of what to expect. 

The radius of the earth as seen from the moon is nearly 1°. 
Therefore its apparent surface in degrees is 

w X = 3.1 square degrees. 

The surface of the hemisphere whose radius is B, the distance 
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from the earth to the moon, is 2 irRK To express the area in 
arc measure, R must be replaced by 57.3, from which it fol- 
lows that 

2 irJ^ = 20,630 square degrees. 

Consequently, under the hypotheses, the earth Avould receive 
about = WeTT which fell upon the moon. 

Since the moon received one-fourteenth as much as the 
earth, the moonlight would be about 

1 V 1 t 

14 '^ 666 0 93,340 

that of sunlight. 

Now the moon does not reflect all the light received. 
According to Zbllner, its reflecting power, or, technically, its 
albedo, is only 0.174. Consequently, the amount of light 
received from the moon would be only about one-sixth of 
that given above, or that of sunlight. 

It is not easy to compare moonlight with sunlight by 
direct measurement, and the results obtained by different ob- 
servers differ considerably. Zollner’s result, which is near 
the mean and which is commonly accepted, is that the light 
of the full moon is gisVo ? sunlight. The light 

received from the moon at any other phase is less in propor- 
tion to the illuminated part which is visible, and taking into 
consideration the whole month, the average amount of light 
and heat received from the moon is less than one-millionth 
of that received from the sun. More light and heat are 
received from the sun in 30 seconds than are received from 
the moon in a year. 

214. Temperature of the Moon. — The temperature of the 
moon depends upon the amount of heat received, the amount 
reflected, and the rate of radiation. That which is directly 
reflected does not heat the moon. This is about 17 per cent, 
as was stated in the last article ; the remaining 83 per cent is 
absorbed by the moon and raises its temperature. The rate 
of radiation at a given temperatui’e is not certainly known, 
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and cannot easily be found. When the moon is eclipsed by 
the earth, the radiation of heat quickly ceases, which shows 
that the radiation is rapid. Therefore, the temperature does 
not become very high, even though the sun shines continu- 
ously on a given part of the moon for more than fourteen of 
the earth’s days. On the other hand. Very has concluded 
from recent observations that during the lunar day the tem- 
perature is high, probably more than 200“ Fahrenheit. One 
thing is certain, and that is that during the long lunar 
night the temperature falls very low, perhaps 200“ or 250° 
below zero Fahrenheit. The lowest temperature ever known 
in the Arctic regions was about 90“ below zero. 

These variations in the moon’s temperature illustrate in 
the most striking manner the effects of the earth’s atmos- 
phere in retaining heat and equalizing the climate. 

215. General Surface Conditions of the Moon. — On the 
whole the surface of the moon is very rough, showing no 
effects of weathering by air or water. There are many 
large, fairly level, and smooth areas, which were called seas 
(“ maria ”) by the early observers, and the names have been 
retained, although it is now universally believed that they 
contain no water. They are given descriptive Latin names, 
as Mare Nectaris and Mare Serenitaiis. There are a few 
mountain ranges named after terresti'ial ranges, as the 
nines and Alps. There are a great many craters, which are 
named after distinguished men, as Tpeho, Oopernicm, and 
TheopUUs. The map on the next page shows the positions 
of some of the principal features as seen in an ordinary in- 
verting telescope. 

216. Lunar Mountains. — There are ten mountain ranges 
on the moon. The mountains are extremely jagged and high 
for th.eir dimensions, reaching up to more than 20,000 feet 
above the plains on which they stand. If the mountains on 
the earth were on the same scale, they would be more than 
fifteen miles high. The height of the lunar mountains is 
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undoubtedly due, at least partly, to the low surface gravity 
and the lack of erosion. 



N 


Fig 100. —Map of Moon. 


The height of a mountain on the moon is found from the 
length of the shadow it casts. Thus, in Fig._ 101 (see also 
peaks in Theophilus, Fig. 104) the mountain M casts a 
Siadow reaching to A. Sinc^he size of the moon is know^ 
the length of the shadow JM can be computed in miles. 
The angular altitude of the sun is equal to the angular 
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Fig. 101. 


distance from M to the termina- 
tor F. Then it is an easy matter 
to compute 

— the actual 

mL 4 Vi^ height of the 
m|| I mountain 

/ from these 

data. Since 

there is no 
atmosphere 
on the moon, there is no twilight, 
and the shadows are black and 
easily observed. 

217. Lunar Craters. — The 
most remarkable and conspicu- 
ous objects of the lu- 
nar topography are the 
craters, of which more 
than 30,000 have been 
mapped. There have 
been successive stages 
of activity, for new 
craters everywhere 
have broken through 
and encroached upon 
the old, like Kilauea 
on the ruin of Mauna 
Loa. Often new cra- 
ters appear within old 
ones. The newer ones 
have deeper floors and 
steeper and higher 
rims. One of the most 
interesting things _ 

about craters is tliat bow aew < 



Fig 102.— Eegion about the cra- 
ter Archimedes, showing part of 
the Apennines and Mare Imbn- 
um. Photographed at the Licfc 
Observatory . 



Fig. 103 --Lick Observatory photograph showing 

how new craters appear around and in old ones, 
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Tbe craters on the moon are of immense size, often being 
50 or 60 miles in diameter, and in some cases reaching up 
even beyond 100 miles. Ptolemy is 116 miles across, while 
Theophilus is 64 miles in diameter and 19,000 feet deep. 

The peak in the great 
crater Copernicus tow- 
ers 11,300 feet above 
the floor from which it 
rises. 

The very scale of the 
lunar craters raises dit 
Acuities in explaining 
their cause. If they are 
of volcanic origin, the 
activity which was at 
one time present there 
enormously surpassed 
anything of which the 
earth now gives any 
evidence. The cones in 
the centers of the cra- 
ters are also peculiari- 
ties which have nothing 
analogous in terrestrial 
volcanoes. Water is 
supposed to play a part in volcanic action on the earth, 
but there is no evidence that there ever has been any on 
the moon. Gilbert suggested that the lunar craters may 
have been formed by the impact of meteorites, but it is more 
generally believed that they are the undisturbed records of 
the violent volcanic action to which ’worlds are subject in 
the early stages of their evolution. There are difficulties in 
this view, for there is not the distinct evidence of lava flow 
that one would expect, and in general the whole rim of the 
crater would not nearly fill the cavity if it were put into it 



Fig 105.— Crater Copernicus. Photographed 
hy Ritchey at the Yerkes Observatory, 
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Another theory is that the craters were formed by the burst- 
ino- of huge bubbles which once covered the moon. When 
the interior gases were relieved, the relatively thin coverings 
fell back into the cavities. 

218. Rays and Rills. — Some of the large craters, particu- 
larly Tycho and Copernicus, have long, light streaks called 



Fig. 106 -—Full Moon, shoving rays from Tycho and Copernicus. Photographed 
by Wallace with the 12~inch refractor of the Terlces Observatory, 

rays, radiating from them like spokes from the axle of a 
■wheel. They are not interfered with by hill or valley, and 
they often extend a distance of several hundred miles. They 
cast no shadows, which proves that they are of the same level 
as the adjacent surface, and they are most conspicuous at the 
time of full moon. It has been supposed by some that they 
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are lava streams, and by others that they were great cracks 
in the rocky surface formed at the time when the craters 
were active, which have since filled up with lighter-colored 
material from below. 

The rOls are long cracks in the moon’s surface, a mile or 
so wide, a quarter of a mile deep, and sometimes as much as 
150 miles long. They are very numerous, more than a thou- 
sand having been so far mapped. The only things like them 
on the earth are the Grand Canon of the Colorado and the 
cut below Niagara Falls, but these gorges are the work of 
erosion, which has probably been absent from the surface of 
the moon. The most plausible theory is that they are cracks 
which have been caused by violent volcanic action or by 
rapid cooling of the surface. 

•The rays and rills are very puzzling lunar features which 
seem to be fundamentally unlike _ anything in terrestrial 
topography. Even our nearest neighbor differs very radi- 
cally from the earth. 

219. Changes on the Moon. — There have been no observed 
changes in the larger features of the luna,r topography, 
hlthough from time to time some minor alterations have been 
suspected. The most probable change is in the small crater 
Linn^, in the Mare Serenitatis, which was mapped about a 
century ago, but which was said by Schmidt to be invisible 
in 1866. It is now visible as originally. It is generally 
believed that the differences in appearance at the different 
times have been due to slightly different phases and illumi- 
nation. Since the moon’s orbit is constantly shifting with 
respect to the ecliptic, and since the month does not con- 
tain an integral number of days, it follows that an observer 
never gets twice exactly the same view of the moon. The 
differences in appearance due to differences in phase are 
illustrated in the accompanying photographs. 

. It is altogether probable that the moon long ago cooled to 
the point where volcanic action ceases, and since there is 
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neither air nor water on its surface, the sources of disturbance 
are the tidal strains and the extremes of temperature 
between night and day. While it would be too much to say 
that slight crumbling and disintegration is not still taking 
place, yet it is certain that, on the whole, the moon is a body 
whose internal evolution is essentially finished. The sea- 
sonal changes are unimportant, but there is alternatelj^ the 
blinding glare of a sunlight never tempered by passing clouds 
or even an atmosphere, and the blackness and frigidity of the 
long lunar night. Month succeeds month without any 
important variation of the j)henomena. 

220. Seeing the Moon through a Telescope. — When a person 
looks through a telescope at the moon for the first time, he is 
astonished that he can see the markings on its surface much 
plainer without its looking larger. Of course, his idea that 
it does not look larger is an illusion due to the fact that he 
has nothing with wdiich to compare it. If the observer looks 
through the tube with one eye, and along the outside with 
the other, he will at once convince himself that the reason 
the telescope shows the surface markings so plainly is be- 
cause it magnifies. 

It is frequently asked how near a particular telescope will 
apparently bring the moon. This depends upon the magni- 
fying power, which in turn depends upon the eyepiece, as 
was shown in the chapter on telescopes. A magnifying 
power of 100 diameter apparently reduces the distance of 
the moon to of its actual amount, or to 2400 miles. 
A magnifying power of 1000, which is about as much 
as is ever used even on the largest telescopes, apparently 
brings it to within 240 miles of us. These theoretical 
results are by no means realized in practice. No telescope 
shows the moon so well as we could see it if it were only 240 
miles from us, for the image is subject to a great variety of 
erroi’s, which are magnified just the same as those things 
which we wish to observe. 
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Nearly every one would like to see the moon through a 
great telescope like that at the Yerkes observatory with the 
highest-power eyepiece. If his wish were gratified, he would 
be greatly disappointed, for he would see such an extremely^" 
small part of the whole surface that he would not know 
whether he was looking at the moon or something else. It 
is easy to see why only a small part of the moon can be seen 
at once with a high power. The diameter of the moon is a 
little over half a degree, and if a power of 1000 were used, 
the whole apparent diameter w^ould be 500°, or nearly a cir- 
cumference and a half. Evidently this could not all be 
seen at one time. For an inexperienced observer a telescope 
of a few inches in diameter is the most satisfactory because 
of the ease with which it can be manipulated ; and a moder- 
ately low-power eyepiece should be used so that a consider- 
able part of the moon’s surface can be seen at one time. 
Using a high power is like trying to get an idea of a strange 
tree through a microscope. 

The moon presents a surface to us, and it agrees more 
nearly with the popular use of terms to call the areal magni- 
fication the magnifying power employed, although this is not 
the usage of astronomers. If a combination of objective and 
eyepiece magnifies 100 diameters, the areal magnification is 
100^:= 10,000 times. Thus, when a power of 100 is used, 
every mountain and crater on the moon looks 10,000 times as 
large as it does without it. 

It is frequently supposed that the best time to view the 
moon is when it is full, but this is not so. At this phase we 
see that part which is entirely illuminated, and there are no 
shadows to bring out the different features. Photographers 
understand the value of shadows, for they always seat one 
for a portrait in such a way that the light is strongest from 
one side. If they should take a front view with the whole 
face uniformly illuminated, it would look flat. Likewise the 
full moon looks relatively flat. The most satisfactory view 
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is obtained when it is near the quarter, for then the moun- 
tains near the terminator cast their long, pointed shadows and 
the walls of the craters shade their floors. 

221. Effects of the Moon on the Earth. — The moon reflects 
sunlight to the earth, and it produces the tides. These are 
the only influences that can be observed by the ordinary 
person. It has quite a number of minor effects, such as 
changing the position of the eai'th and causing minute deflec- 
tions of the magnetic needle, but they are all so small that 
they can be detected only by refined means. 

There are a great many ideas popularly entertained, such 
as that it is more liable to rain at the time of a ‘‘ change ” of 
the moon, or that crops grow best when planted in certain 
phases, which have no scientific foundation whatever. It is 
seen from Art. 218 that the amount of heat received from 
the moon is insignificant compared to that received from 
the sun, and it is unreasonable to suppose that it produces 
any sensible climatic changes. Eecorded observations ex- 
tending over more than 100 j^ears fail to show any certain 
relation between the weather and the phase of the moon. 

The phenomena of storms also show the practical independ- 
ence of the state of the weather and the phase of the moon. 
The storm centers move across the country from west to east 
at the rate of 400 or 500 miles per day, and they can some- 
times be followed entirely around the earth. If one passes 
over a certain locality and causes precipitation at the time 
the moon “ changes,” it will pass other places when the moon 
does not change.” For the first place the theory would be 
verified and for the others it would not. The moon is popu- 
larly supposed to “ change ” when it is new, and full, and at 
the quarters. As a matter of fact it changes all the time, 
and it would be just as reasonable to divide the month into 
three parts as into four. These superstitions violate the law 
of cause and effect, and may be taken as illustrating the 
wonderful vitality certain classes of errors possess. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. How great an error in the computed distance of the moon would , 
an error of 1" in its parallax make ? 

2. Draw 60° of the orbit of the earth, and draw along it the orbit of 
the moon true to scale, supposing that the earth's orbit is a circle, and 
that the orbit of the moon with respect to the earth is also a circle. 

3. Devise a simple experiment to illustrate the rotation of the moon. 

4. Describe in detail the aj)parent motions of the earth as seen from 
the moon. 

5. Does the sun have a diurnal motion as seen from the moon ? Does 
it have an annual motion with respect to the stars ? 

6. Draw diagrams illustrating the librations of the moon. 

7. How large does the moon appear to you? From this compute 
your unconscious estimate of its distance. 

8. Find how far from the eye a coin has to be held to just cover the 
moon. Measure the diameter of the coin and find what angle it subtends, 
that is, the angular diameter of the moon. 

9. Where is the center of gravity of the earth and the moon with 
respect to the surface of the earth ? 

10. If a baseball player could live on the moon, could he throw a ball 
with any greater speed than he could on the earth ? Could he throw it 
any farther? 

11. Find Tycho, Copernicus, Kepler, Herodotus, Theophilus, the 
Apemiines, Mare Serenitatis, and Mare Imbrium in Fig. 106. 

12. Can you find more than two generations of craters in any part of 
Fig. 103? 

13. Kote the numerous small isolated mountains in Fig. 105. 

14. In Fig. 105 find mountains which cast more slender shadows 
than are cast by the peaks in Theophilus. 
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ECLIPSES 

222. Conditions for Eclipses. — The moon is eclipsed when 
it passes into the earth’s shadow so that it does not receive 
the direct light of the sun. The sun is eclipsed when the 
moon passes between it and the earth so as to cut off its light 
from a portion of the earth. Thus, in Fig. 107 (which is 



not drawn to true proportions), if the moon is anywhere be- 
tween a and 6, it will be at least partially eclipsed, while if it 
is anywhere between o and d it will eclipse the sun for at least 
some part of the earth. 

The shadow PCD is the umhra^ and the parts PQL and 
P PK are the penumhra, A point anywhere in the umbra 
receives no light directly from the sun, while a point in the 
penumbra receives light from only a portion of the sun. The 
illumination of the penumbra decreases steadily from its outer 
borders to the complete darkness of the umbra. 

Sometimes the moon does not pass entirely into the umbra, 
and then it is only partially eclipsed. Every eclipse of the 
moon is visible at one time from a whole hemisphere of the 
earth, and from the additional part which is rotated into view 
while it lasts. 
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The appropriate investigation shows that the angular dis- 
tance ^ as seen from the earth is, on the average, 1°53', 
The variations from the average are due to the varying dis- 
tances of the sun and moon. Since the moon gains about 
one-half of a degree an hour on the sun, and therefore also 
on the earth’s shadow, it moves straight through the shadow 
from first contact to last contact in about 3 hr. 45 m. The 
time of total eclipse is less by the time it takes the moon to 
move twice its radius, or nearly 2 hours. 

When the moon is at W, or anywhere between c and c?, 
which are 2® 58' apart, the sun is eclipsed. If the point of 
the shadow cone reaches beyond the surface of the earth, the 
eclipse is total for places within the small cone, whose diam- 
eter at the surface of the earth never exceeds about 165 miles. 
If the apex of the moon’s shadow cone falls short of the sur- 
face of the earth, as it often does, the sun will not be entirely 
obscured as seen from any point on the earth. For an ob- 
server in the axis of the cone the sun will appear to be all 
covered except a narrow ring around the outside. Such an 
eclipse is called an annular (ring) eclipse. On the average 
there are seven annular eclipses in eight years. 

The apparent diameter of the moon is never much greater 
than that of the sun. Hence the time of a total eclipse of 
the sun is short, never exceeding about 7 m. 40 sec. at the 
earth’s equator, and about 6 minutes in latitude 40®. 

The moon’s shadow moves very rapidly across the earth. 
The circumference of the moon’s orbit divided by its synodic 
period gives the orbital velocity of its synodical motion, 
which is about 2120 miles per hour. The shadow moves at 
nearly the same rate, but since the earth rotates in the same 
direction at the rate of 1040 miles per hour, the motion of 
the shadow with respect to the earth’s surface at the equator 
is afbout 2120—1040=^1080 miles per hour. Where it strikes 
the earth obliquely, it is very much greater than this. 

Figure 107 is drawn as though the moon’s orbit were in 
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the plane of the ecliptic. If this were so, there would be an 
eclipse of both the sun and the moon every synodical month. 
But it was seen in the last chapter that the moon's orbit is 
inclined to the ecliptic at an angle of 5° 9' ; consequently it 
may pass above or below the shadow cone, so that there will 
be no eclipse at all. The effects of this inclination must now 
be considered. 

223. Limits for Lunar Eclipses. — Let the plane of the 
ecliptic and the moon’s orbit be represented as in Fig. 108. 
Let A be the ascending node 
of the moon’s orbit and B its 
descending node. The earth’s 
shadow travels along the ecliptic 
at a distance of 180° from the sun. 

Let ^ 1 , be four positions of 

this shadow. It takes the earth’s 
shadow one year to pass from A 
around the ecliptic back to A again 
(neglecting the motion of the 
node), but the moon moves from A around its orbit back 
to A again in a sidereal month. If the moon passes the 
node A while the earth’s shadow is anywhere between 
and it will be at least partially eclipsed. The condi- 
tion at the descending node B is entirely similar.^ 

Now let us find the distance from Nj to A. Consider, for 
simplicity, that S^AM^ is a pl^ triangle; let D repr^t 
the angle at A, r the distance and I the distance S-^My. 
Then the formula (Art. 20) gives 



r 



In the present case JD = 5° 9' ^5.15°, and I expressed in are 
measure is 56.5', or half of ab (Fig. 107). Substituting 
these numbers in the formula, it is found that 

r = 10.6°. 
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Because of the variations in the inclination of the moonV 
orbit, and in the distances of the sun and moon, this limit oscil- 
lates about V each way from the value given. In the further 
discussion the mean value will be used. 

224. Number of Lunar Eclipses in a Year. — The distance 
from to (Fig- 108) is on the average about 21°. The 
sun and the earth’s shadow move along the ecliptic at the same 
rate, or 0.9856° daily. Suppose the moon passes the shadow 
at so that it barely misses being partially eclipsed. It 
will take a synodic month, or 29.53 days, for it to get in con- 
junction with the shadow again. But in the meantime the 
shadow will have moved 29.105° from or beyond and 
there will be no eclipse. It follows similarly that if there had 
been a partial eclipse near there would have been no eclipse 
at all near Therefore we have the following conclusions : 

(1) The eartKs shadow may pass one of the nodes of the 
moorCs orhit without there being an eclipse of the moon, 

(2) There can he hut one eclipse of the moon while the eartKs 
shadow is passing one of the nodes of its orhit. 

Suppose that the moon is not eclipsed near and that it 
'just misses being eclipsed at ; let us find whether or not 
there will be an eclipse while the earth’s shadow is passing 
the node B, In 5 synodic months, or 147.65 days, the earth’s 
shadow and the moon will be in conjunction somewhere near B, 
In 147.65 days the earth’s shadow will move forward 145.5°, 
and it will be 145.5° 4- 10.5°= 156.0° beyond A. If the moon’s 
nodes were stationary, the conjunction would be 180°— 156.0°= 
24.0° from B^ but they revolve in the retrograde direction once 
in 18.6 years. Therefore, in 5 months they will have moved 
backward about 8°, and the conjunction will be 24°— 8°=16° 
from the node B, It follows that there will be no eclipse 
near /Sg, and by counting forward a synodical month it is 
seen that there will be none near S^, By a similar discussion 
it can be shown that, if there is an eclipse of the moon central 
at there must be one near B, 
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From tins discussion it follows that vi a year there may he 
tivo eelipseB of the moon^ or one^ or none. When there are two, 
tliey occur six synodic months apart. There is an excep- 
tional case tvhich may happen once in a century or two. 
There might be an eclipse near the 1st of January, another 
6 synodic months, or 177 days, later, and still another 177 days 
later, which would still be before the end of the year. Only 
in this way can there be three eclipses of the moon in a year. 

225. Character of Succeeding Lunar Eclipses. — Suppose an 
eclipse of the moon is central at A ; in 177.2 days there will 
be another 174.6'' farther along. But in the meantime the 
node B will have moved back 9.4°, and the eclipse will be 
174.6° — (180° — 9.4°) = 4.0° beyond it. The moon will pass 
through the southern part of the shadow. 

Consider the following conjunction near A. It will occur 
174.6° beyond the point of conjunction near B, or 174.6° 
4-4.0° = 178.6° beyond B. In the interval the node A will 
have moved back 9.4°; therefore the conjunction will be 
178.6° — (180° — 9.4°)= 8.0° beyond J., and there will be an 
eclipse. In this case the moon will pass through the north- 
ern part of the earth’s shadow. 

The conjunction at the end of the next 177.2 days will 
occur 12° beyond B, and there will be no eclipse; nor will 
there have been one 29.5 days earlier, for the eclipse limit 
was missed on the other side. In five synodic months, or 
147.65 days, there will be another conjunction 12° 4- 145.5° 
= 157.5° beyond B. During this time A moves backward 
7.8°, so that the conjunction is (180° — 7.8°) — 157.5°= 14.7^ 
before A. This is outside of the eclipse limit, and 29.5 days 
later the conjunction will be beyond the eclipse limit on the 
other side. After 177 days more there will be a conjunction 
10.7° before jB, which is so near the eclipse limit that there 
may or may not be an eclipse, according as the distances of 
the sun and the moon, and the position of the moon in its 
orbit, satisfy the requisite conditions or not. 
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This process may he continued as far as is desired. It 
must be remembered, however,' that it gives only average 
results because of the varying distances of the sun and moon 
and their irregular motions. 

226. Solar Eclipse Limits. — Let the ecliptic and the moon’s 
orbit be represented on a plane as in Fig. 109. Let S^, 
jS^ represent «four apparent positions of the sun’s center 



Fig. 109. 


on the ecliptic such that, if it is in conjunction with the 
moon, it will be at least partially eclipsed as seen from some 
point on the earth. 

In Fig. 108 the moon was drawn touching the circle of 
the earth’s shadow at the eclipse limit, but in Fig. 109 it 
would not be correct to show the moon as apparently touch- 
ing the sun at an eclipse limit. The reason is, as is evi- 
dent from Fig. 107, that the sun might be eclipsed as seen 
from one point on the earth’s surface and not as seen from 
another. When the moon is near c, one part is eclipsed, 
and when it is near d, the opposite part is eclipsed. 

The average angular distance Vd, Fig! 107, as seen from 
the earth, is 2° 58'. Consequently, if S^, Fig. 109, is at the 
eclipse limit, = 1° 29' . Then from the formula 


it is found that, since D = 5°9' and I = 1° 29' in arc measure, 
= The changing values of the inclination of 

the moon’s orbit to the ecliptic, and of the distances of - the 
sun and the moon from the earth, cause this limit to vary 
from about 15.3° to 18.5°. The sun and moon must be in 
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conjunction within this distance of the node of the moon's 
orbit in order that an eclipse of the sun may occur. 

227. Number of Solar Eclipses in a Year. — Suppose the 
sun and moon are in conjunction near and that there is 
an eclipse. In 29.53 days they will be in conjunction again. 
In the meantime the sun will have moved along the ecliptic 
29.1° ; but, since the distance from to jS^ is 33°, it will not 
yet have passed beyond the eclipse limit, and there will be 
another eclipse. 

In 177.2 days after the eclipse near the sun and moon 
will be in conjunction again 174.6° farther along the ecliptic. 
This will be 174.6° — 16.5° = 158.1° from the node A. But 
the node B will have moved back 9.4°, so that the conjunc- 
tion will be (180° — 9.4°) — 158.1° = 12.5° before J5. Since 
this is within the eclipse limit, there will be an eclipse at this 
time. In 29.53 days the sun and moon will be again in con- 
junction 29.1° farther along, or 16.6° beyond J?. This is 
very near the eclipse limit, and an eclipse may or may not 
occur, according as the distances of the sun and the moon 
from the earth and the inclination of the moon’s orbit sat- 
isfy the requisite conditions or not. From this it follows 
that there are always at least two eclipses of the sun in a 
year, and there may be three or four. 

228. Character of Succeeding Solar Eclipses. — The deter- 
mination of the position of the eclipse with respect to the 
moon’s nodes is made just as it was for lunar eclipses in 
Art. 225. Only results need be given here. 

Suppose the sun and moon are in conjunction precisely at 

A, Fig. 109 ; then the sun is eclipsed for points on the 
earth’s equator; or rather, since the equator is inclined to 
the ecliptic by 23° 27( for points somewhere in the torrid 
zone. The next eclipse will occur when the sun is 4° beyond 

B, » Since the moon is at this point south of the ecliptic, the 
eclipse will be visible for points in the southern hemisphere. 
The next eclipse will occur when the sun is 8° beyond A, 
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and will be visible for points in the northern hemisphere. 
The next eclipse will be when the sun is 12° beyond B (in 
some cases there will be one 29,5 days earlier), and since this 
is near the eclipse limit, the moon is far south of the ecliptic, 
and the eclipse will be visible near the earth’s south pole. 
Then there will be eclipses both before the sun passes A and 
after it passes A. The first will be visible near the earth’s 
south pole, and the other, a synodic month later, near the 
earth’s north pole. 

Hence it follows that when there is hut one eclipse at a node 
passage of the sun^ it is visible in the equatorial or temperate 
zones ; and ivhen an eclipse is visible in one hemisphere^ the next 
one will be visible in the opposite hemisphere^ if it occurs at the 
end of a synodical month or of six synodical months^ but if it 
occurs at the end of five synodical months^ it will be visible in 
the same hemisphere again. 

229. Whole Number of Eclipses in a Year. — It is to be 
noted, first, that the moon is in conjunction with the earth’s 
shadow midway between the times that it is in conjunction 
with the sun. Suppose there are two solar eclipses a synodic 
month apart, and that they take place when the sun is near 
the ascending node A. They will necessarily occur when 
the sun is near the two eclipse limits, the first being visible 
near the south pole and the other near the north pole. 
While the sun is moving from to the earth’s shadow is 
180° from it, and moves from to 8^. Midway between 
the solar eclipses the moon and earth’s shadow are in con- 
junction at jB, and there is a total eclipse of the moon. 

Suppose there are also two eclipses, a synodic month apart, 
when the sun is near B, Then there will be a total lunar 
eclipse when the earth’s shadow is near A. 

Thus there may be six eclipses in a year, four of the sun 
and two of the moon. The solar eclipses are visible only 
from high latitudes, while the lunar eclipses are total and 
visible from a whole hemisphere at a time. Since in this 
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case the moon’s shadow must extend farther in order to 
strike the earth than when it falls on the equatorial region 
(see Fig. 107), the eclipse is apt to be annular ; or, if the 
moon is not included between the lines AP and BF^ the 
eclipse will be only partial. 

When there are two eclipses of the sun visible in the 
equatorial regions, there are either no eclipses of the moon, 
or only partial eclipses. 

The conclusion is that there tvill Je, at the leasts only two 
eclipses in a year^ both of the sun; oi\ at the most^ six eclipses^ 
four of the sun and tioo of the moon. There is, besides, the 
exceptional case where an eclipse occurs near the 1st of 
January, and, because of the regression of the moon’s nodes, 
a seventh occurs before the end of the year. 

230 . Regression of Dates of Eclipses. — Since eclipses can 
occur only when the sun or earth’s shadow is near one of the 
moon’s nodes, it follows, from the regression of the mooiTs 
nodes, that the eclipses must occur earlier every year. The 
period of revolution of the line of nodes is 18.6 years. 
Therefore, the yearly regression in the dates of eclipses must 
average 365.25 days - j- 18.6 = 19.6 days. There are, how- 
ever, marked variations from this average because of the 
changes of the number of eclipses in a year. 

231 . Relative Numbers and Frequencies of Lunar and Solar 
Eclipses. — There are about four eclipses of the sun to three 
of the moon, on the average, but the former are seen at any 
particular place very much less frequently. The reason is 
very simple. Since an eclipse of the moon is always visible 
from more than half of the earth, it follows that an obseiwer 
at any place may, on the average, see a little more than half 
of the lunar eclipses which occur. On the other hand, an 
eclipse of the sun is visible from only a very small part of 
the earth’s surface, and an observer does not see it unless its 
path passes by him. The path of totality is generally less 
than 100 miles wide and a few thousand miles long. The 
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eclipse is partial over a region usually four or five thousand 
miles wide. It is clear that the path of totality will strike a 
given place only very rarely. 



232. The Saros. — The saros is the period of time after 
which the conditions for eclipses very nearly repeat them- 
selves. It was found in very ancient times by the Chal- 
dseans from observations of eclipses extending over a long 
period, and was used to predict eclipses. 

The sun (or earth's shadow) moves forward 360° in a 
sidereal year of 365.256 days, or 0.9856° in one day. The 
moon’s nodes move backward a revolution, or 360°, in 18.6 
years, or 0.0530° in one day. Therefore the sun moves for- 
ward with respect to the moon’s nodes 0.9856° + 0.0530° = 
1.0386° daily. The time it takes the sun to move from one 
of the moon’s nodes to the same node again is 360° -i- 1.0386 
s== 346-62 days. The time it takes the moon to move from 
conjunction with the sun to conjunction with the sun again 
is its synodical period, or 29.5306 days. 
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The eclipse conditions depend upon the position of the 
sun and moon with respect to the nodes of the moon’s orbit. 
Suppose they are in conjunction precisely at the ascending 
node, so that there is a total or annular eclipse in the equa- 
torial regions. The same sort of an eclipse will occur next 
when the sun and moon are again in conjunction at the same 
node. It is found that 19 periods of 316.62 days equal 
6585.78 days, while 223 periods of 29.5306 days equal 
6585.32 days. That is, the moon is in conjunction with 
the sun 0.46 of a day before the sun gets back to the node. 
In 0.46 of a day the sun moves only 28.6', from which it 
follows that the conditions for eclipses are nearly the same 
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Fig. 111. — Paths of Solar Eclipses. (From Todd's Total JEchpses.) 

as they were at the beginning of the period. On the other 
hand, the earth has turned around 6585.32 times. Conse- 
quently the eclipse will be observable about 120° farther 
west on the earth’s surface. 
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This period of 6585.32 days, which is the saros, is 18 years 
and 11.32 or 10.32 days, according as there are four or five 
leap years in the interval. In every third period the eclipse 
occurs at about the same longitude on the earth, but the sun 
is three times as far from the moon’s node, which causes a 
shift in latitude. Thus, on May 28, 1900, there was a total 
eclipse visible in the Southern states, across the Atlantic 
Ocean, and through Spain. On June 8, 1918, another will 
be visible from Oregon to Florida. This is the next total 
eclipse visible in this country. 

There are two other reasons why eclipses very nearly repeat 
themselves every saros. The first is that they occur at nearly 
the same times of the year, from which it follows that the 
distance of the sun is about the same. The second is that 
the line of the major axis of the moon’s orbit makes a forward 
revolution in 8.855 years; it follows that it has nearly the 
same position and that the distance of the moon is nearly 
the same at the end of a saros as at the beginning. This is 
very important, for it follows from the relative positions of 
the sun and moon and their orbits that the perturbations are 
nearly the same at the two epochs. 

233. Phenomena and Uses of Lunar Eclipses. — Lunar 
eclipses always occur exactly at full moon. When the 
moon first enters the penumbra of the earth’s shadow no 
change is noticeable, but as it gets up near the umbra its 
eastern part becomes slightly darkened. When it gets into 
the umbra the part totally eclipsed is nearly dark and is 
bounded by a curve which one can see is at least nearly an 
arc of a circle. It takes the moon about an hour after first 
contact to become totally eclipsed, about two hours more 
to begin to emerge from the umbra, and about an hour more 
to get entirely out. ' These numbers vary considerably accord- 
ing as the eclipse is central or not, and because of several 
other factors. 

When the moon is in the very center of the earth’s shadow, 
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it is still visible^ for the earth's atmosphere acts as a sort of 
lens and bends some of the rays \Yliich pass through it so that 
they fall on the moon, from which they are reflec'ted back to 
the earth. Thus, Fig. 112 shows how some of them are 
bent until they strike the 
moon. Since those rays 
which are refracted most 
are bent out of their paths 
twice as much as those 
which come to us from a star on the horizon, or more than 
a degree, it follows that some of those passing opposite 
sides of the earth actually cross before they reach the moon. 
The air absorbs a large part of the violet end of the spectrum 
and makes the eclipsed moon look copper-colored. The effect 
is like that on the sun when it is setting, only it is more 
marked. The appearance of the moon differs greatly at dif- 
ferent eclipses, according to the state of the earth’s atmosphere 
in the zone which refracts the light to the moon. 

Eclipses of the moon are useful in several ways. They 
afford an opportunity for determining the length of the 
synodic month, but because of the duration of totality they are 
much less serviceable in this way than solar eclipses are. 
It is at the time of a lunar eclipse that observations are most 
easily made to determine the temperature to which the moon 
has been raised, for the direct sunlight is quickly cut off at 
the lunar midday, and we receive only that which is radiated 
after having been absorbed. The observations of Lord Rosse 
and many later astronomers show that the moon becomes 
cold very quickly. 

During lunar eclipses the passage of the moon in front of 
stars can be most easily observed, and such observations are 
always made, as they give the position of the moon more 
accurately than it can be found by direct observations. 

It is certainly imaginable that the moon may be attended 
by a small satellite. It could not be seen because of either 
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the sunlight or moonlight except at the time of an eclipse, 
but the search for one so far has proved fruitless. 

234. Phenomena and Uses of Solar Eclipses.— Solar eclipses 
occur' precisely at new moon. At a position in the path of 
totality the first sign of the approaching eclipse is that the 
western edge of the sun becomes obscured by the moon, 
which is entirely invisible until it apparently encroaches on 
the sun’s disk. The moon moves steadily eastward, cutting 
off more and more of the light. Before totality the earth is 
in the penumbra of the moon’s shadow. Until the sun’s 
disk is nearly all obscured there is nothing much observable 
to attract the attention. A cloud cuts off a much greater 
fraction of the sunlight. When the instant of totality draws 
near, the light rapidly fails, animals become restless, and 
everything takes on a strange, weird appearance. Sud- 
denly a shadow rushes across the earth, the sun is covered, 
the stars flash out, around the apparent edge of the inoon 
are rose-colored prominences of vaporous material forced up 
from the sun’s surface often to a height of 200,000 miles, and 
all around the sun for half the apparent diameter of the 
moon extend streamers of pearly light constituting the sun s 
corona. After a little more than seven minutes at the most 
the moon passes from the western, edge of the sun, daylight 
suddenly reappears, and the phenomena of a partial eclipse 

take place in the reverse order. _ •. j • 

One of the uses of solar eclipses is to fix the dates in 
ancient chronology. The ancients used various and: much 
confused systems of reckoning time, and it is now quite im- 
possible to trace back through successive steps the dates ot 
ancient historical events. But suppose an eclipse of the sun 
was observed and recorded in their method of reckoiMg 
time. If it is possible in any way to find, say, in what halt 
century it happened, then it is usually possible to fix the 
precise date. The reason- is that total solar eclipses are at 
any one place rare phenomena, and especially at a certain 
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time of the day, which the ancient chroniclers frequently 
gave. When one date is safely fixed the others can be found 
by their relations to it. This is, indeed, the ver)* method by 
which many of the dates in ancient history have been estab- 
lished. For example, Herodotus tells us that during a battle 
between the Lydians and Medes the day was suddenly turned 
to night. The combatants, thinking their fighting was offend- 
ing the immortal gods, ceased from the battle and made a 
treaty of peace. This eclipse was very probably on the 28th 
day of May, 584 B.c. It is the one Thales is reputed to have 
predicted. 

The most favorable time for searching for small unknown 
planets within the orbit of Mercury is at the time of a total 
eclipse. At every eclipse these so-called intramercurian 
planets have been looked for, but so far without success. 
Mention should be made of the observations of Watson and 
Swift during the eclipse of 1878. Each of these observei’s 
saw two small, bright objects which he thought could not be 
identified with any stars. They did not, however, agree with 
each other regarding the positions occupied by the objects. 
Peters has shown that very probably Watson observed two 
stars in the constellation Cancer, but Swift’s observations 
have never been explained. It seems very probable, though, 
from the many observations of this and later eclipses, that 
he was in some way mistaken. 

The most important scientific advantages offered by eclipses 
are the opportunities they give astronomers to study the 
sun’s upper atmosphere and coronal envelope. It is chiefly 
for these purposes that so much money and time are spent 
in equipping expeditions to the tracks of totality, even 
though they be on the opposite side of the earth. Some 
phenomena can be studied at no other time. These investi- 
gations can be treated better in connection with the discus- 
sion of the sun. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Draw a diagram showing the shape of the visible part of the sun 
as seen from a point in the penumbra of the earth s shadow. 

2. Draw a diagram showing the part of the sun visible while an 

annular eclipse IS central. i. ... oo i. i 

3 If the inclination of the moon’s orbit to the ecliptic were 3°, what 
would be the lunar eclipse limits ? How many eclipses of the moon could 

there be in a year at the most’ ^ u-i i xt. 

4 Suppose tlie inclination of the plane of the moon s orbit to the 
plane of the ecliptic were 90“ and that the nodes were fixed, how long 
after a central total eclipse of the sun before another eclipse of the same 

sort would take place ? j 4.1, 

6 If the moon moved in the opposite direction in its orbit and the , 

periods and other things remained the same, would there be any difier- 
Lces in the times of eclipses? Would there be any differences in the 

is a partial eclipse of the moon at (Fig. 108) ; 
how many eclipses of the moon will there be all topther betore there tails 
to be an eclipse while the earth’s shadow passes the node A t 

7. If the moon’s nodes were stationary, could there be four eclipses 

of the sun in a year‘s , _ .-i • 

8. What period of revolution of the moon s nodes, other things 

remaining as they are, would bring a central eclipse of the sun eveiy 

month? Would the moon then be eclipsed? . 

9. Is the sun totally eclipsed as seen from the moon? If so, is it 
eclipsed as often as it is as seen from the earth? As seen at a particular 
place on the moon, is it ecUpsed as often as it is as seen from a particu- 

lar place on the earth ? , 

10. K there are eclipses of the sun as seen from the moon, are they 

visible, in the course of time, from all parts of its surface? 

11. In what respects would an eclipse of the sun as seen from the 

moon differ from those seen from the earth ^ 4. i ” 

12. How would a cloudy sky around the twilight zone affect a lunar 

eclipse? * . . 

13. Could the moon eclipse (occult) an inferior or a superior planet 

at the time of a lunar eclipse? At the time of a solar eclipse . 
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THE SOLAE SYSTE:M 

235. Members of the Solar System. — The members of the 
solar system are the sun, the planets and their satellites, the 
planetoids, the comets, and the meteors, though it may be 
that many of the comets and meteors are only temporary 
residents in the solar family. The sun is the one preemi- 
nent body, whose gravitative power controls the motions of 
all the other bodies, and whose rays illuminate and warm 
them. It is impossible to study the planets without taking 
into account their relations to the sun. But the constitu- 
tion and the evolution of the sun are quite independent of 
the planets. In this chapter the members of the solar system 
will be treated in their mutual relations, reserving for another 
the discussion of the peculiarities of the individual planets, 
and for still another the treatment of comets and meteors. 
The sun is a great star, and its physical condition and chemi- 
cal constitution will be considered in a chapter preceding the 
discussion of the stars. 

There are eight known planets. In the order of their 
distances from the sun they are Mercury, Venus, Earth, 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. The first 
six have been known from time immemorial ; Uranus and 
Neptune were discovered in 1781 and 1846 respectively. 

The planetoids (planet-like bodies) are small planets 
which, with one exception, occupy the zone between Mars 
and Jupiter. The comets and meteors are wandering mem- 
bers of the system. They pass around the sun in a variety 
of paths and in all directions; some go off into space perhaps 
XT 289 



290 


INTBODUCTION TO ASTROJSTOMY 


never to return, while some remain permanently in the sys- 
tern, though their orbits are often radically changed by 
perturbations. 

236. Finding the Scale of the Solar System. — It was shown 
in Arts. 156 and 157 that the whole solar system can be 
drawn to scale without knowing any of the actual distances. 
It follows that if the distance between any two planets can 
be found, it is possible to compute all the others. 

The problem of finding the distances between the mem- 
bers of the solar system is of very great importance, for it is 
involved in many other problems, such as the determination 
of the masses of the planets and the distances to the stars. 
Until after 1700 it was not solved with any considerable 
approximation, and most of the valuable work on it has been 
done in the last century. The distances of the planets from 
the sun are now known with an error not exceeding 
of 1 per cent. 

The direct method of finding the scale of the system is to 
measure directly the parallax of the sun, just as the parallax 
^ of the moon is found (Art. 19). Unfortunately it is of 
no practical value, for the quantity to be measured is very 
small, and it is very difficult to use the sun for such measure- 
ments. It is not possible to locate its center with the re- 
quired accuracy, and the heat from it throws instruments of 
the type that would be used out of perfect adjustment. In 
using the sun an angle of about 8.8'^ would have to be 
measured ; or rather, this is the difference in direction of 
the sun as seen from two points on the earth’s surface which 
are at a distance from each other equal to the earth’s radius. 
The difference in direction is about the same as when an 
object is viewed first with one eye and then with the other 
at a distance of a mile. The difficulty of measuring so small 
an angle, using so unfavorable an object as the sun, is easily 
appreciated. 

The direct method is, however, of much value when applied 
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to the planets and planetoids. Gill, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, has been particularly successful in using Mars. It is 
much nearer to us at opposition than the sun ever is, and the 
parallax is correspondingly larger. The difficulties in using 
Mars arise from its having a large disk. These are avoided, 
but at the expense of having a smaller angle to measure, 
by using the planetoids, which appear as star-like points 
of light. 

In 1898 a new planetoid, called Eros, was discovered by 
Witt. It is unique in the fact that its orbit lies between 
that of the earth and Mars ; it comes nearer to us than any 
other large body of the solar system except the moon. It is 
the best adapted of any body for parallax determinations, and 
observations and photographs for the purpose have already 
been made, though they have not been completely reduced. 

It has already been mentioned (Art. 140) that, after the 
velocity of light has been measured and the constant of 
aberration determined, the velocity of the earth in its orbit, 
and consequently the size of its orbit, can be found. New- 
comb gives this method more weight than any other. The 
results obtained by it agree very closely with those obtained 
by observations of the planetoids. It is to be noted that this 
method does not depend upon the size of the earth. 

It was pointed out by Halley, in 1677, that at the time of 
the transit of Venus its apparent displacement on the sun’s 
disk as seen in different latitudes on the earth could be made 
to yield the distance from the earth to the sun. The trans- 
its are relatively rare, the first after Halley’s paper occurring 
in 1761 and 1769. They were observed with great enthusi- 
asm, and the second with particular success. The results 
were quite discordant, though they were a great improve- 
ment over any previously obtained. The next transits were 
in 1874 and 1882, and again the results were not all that had 
been expected, for the atmosphere of V enus introduced some 
serious difficulties. 



292 


mTHOBUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 


The perturbations of the moon by the sun depend upon the 
distance of the sun. When the theory of these variations 
from undisturbed motion are worked out, and when the 
amount of the disturbance due to this cause has been found 
from observations, it is possible to find the sun’s distance. 
This method gives quite satisfactory results, although it is 
so complicated that it is not yet of the highest value. La- 
place thought it would eventually be the best method of all. 
Quite similar to this is the earth’s perturbation of the nodes 
of the orbit of Venus, which also gives results fairly accord- 
ant with those found by other methods. These methods dd 
not require that the size of the earth shall be known. 

The scale of the solar system is always described by giving 
the parallax of the sun. In 1891 Harkness made a discussion 
of all of the material bearing on the subject and obtained as 
a final value of the solar parallax 8.809'' ± 0.006". In 1896 
Newcomb obtained from all available material 8.797" ± 0.007". 

From preliminary discussions of the best photographs of 
Eros secured at Northfield, Bordeaux, and Paris, the result- 
ing solar parallax has been found to be 8.799", 8.798", and 
8.784" respectively. The photographs of Eros obtained at 
nine observatories give, according to the measurements and 
preliminary discussion made by Hinks at Cambridge, Eng- 
land, a parallax of 8.7966". The true value can differ only 
very slightly from 8.8". Consequently the mean distance 
from the exrth to the sun, that is, half the length of the major 
axis of the earth’s orbit, is given by the equation 

206,265 7 
’■=“ 8 : 8 - 

where Z, the equatorial radius of the earth, is 3963.296 miles. 
Consequently 

r “ 92,897,000 miles. 

In celestial mechanics the mean distance from the earth to 
the sun is ordinarily taken as the unit of length. 
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237. Size of the Sun and Distances of the Planets. — As 
seen from the sun the earth’s radius subtends an angle of 
8.8" but as seen from the earth the sun's radius subtends an 
angle of 16' 2" = 962". Therefore the radius of the sun is 
962 -i- 8.8 = 109.32 times that of the earth, or 433,270 miles. 
If the sun were represented by as large a circle as could be 
put on the page, say four inches in diameter, on the same 
scale the earth would be represented by a circle of an 
inch in diameter, or little more than a dot. Their surfaces 
are as the squares of their radii; hence the surface of the 
sun is 11,950 times that of the earth. Their volumes are as 
the cubes of their radii; hence the volume of the sun is 
1,306,600 times that of the earth. It will assist in getting a 
conception of the enormous size of the sun compared to that 
of the earth to note that its radius is nearly twice as great as 
the distance from the earth to the moon. 

The mean distances of the planets from the sun are in 
round numbers : 


Mercury 
Venus . 
Earth • 
Mars . 
Jupiter 
Saturn . 
Uranus 
Neptune 


36,000,000 miles 

67.200.000 miles 

92.900.000 miles 

141.500.000 miles 

483.300.000 miles 
886,000,000 miles 

1.781.900.000 miles 

2.791.600.000 miles 


Suppose a map of the system is drawn to scale, and that 
Mercury’s orbit is represented by a circle an inch in diameter. 
On this scale the sun must be represented, by a circle of 
an inch in diameter, and the earth by an invisible dot scarcely 
more than of an inch across. Although the radius of 
the whole solar system will be represented by a line only a 
little over three feet long, on the same scale the distance to 
the nearest known fixed star is nearly six miles. The follow- 
ing table gives thb diameters of the cii'cles that repre- 
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sent the dimensions of the 
chosen scale. 

Orbit of Mercury, circle 
Orbit of Venus, circle . 
Orbit of Earth, circle . 
Orbit of Mars, circle . 
Orbit of Jupiter, circle 
Orbit of Saturn, cii’cle . 
Orbit of Uranus, circle . 
Orbit of Neptune, circle 


various planets’ orbits on the 

. . 1.0 inch in diameter 

. . 1.9 niches in diameter 

. . 2.6 inches in diameter 

3.9 inches in diameter 
. . 13.4 inches in diameter 

. . 24.6 inches in diameter 

. 49.5 inches in diameter 

. . 77.5 inches in diameter 


It follows from the numbers given in the table that if the 
whole system is to be represented on a page, the diameter of 
Mercury’s orbit will have to be reduced to of an inch. 
This is so small that it is necessary to use one scale for the 
first four planets, and another for the last four. Represent- 
ing Mercury’s orbit by a 
circle half an inch in diam- 
eter, we have the following 
diagram of the orbits of 
the first four planets. On 
a scale as great the map 
of the orbits of Mars and 
the last four planets is as 
given in Fig. 114. If this 
figure is magnified fifteen 
times and placed around 
the preceding one, the or- 
bits of all the planets will 
be represented on the same 
scale. 

The thing to be noticed is that the orbits of the outer 
planets are separated enormous distances from each other. 
For example, the first six planets are all nearer the sun than 
the last two are to each other. If a planet is supposed to hold 
I way in *a region extending halfway to the orbit on each. 
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side of it, it follows that the region belonging to each planet 
is greater than that belonging to all the planets which are 

interior to it. i; xu i * 

The apparent diameters of the sun as seen from the planets 

are inversely as their distances from it. As seen from Mer- 



cury the apparent diameter of the sun is 83;2^ while as seen 
from Neptune it is only 1' 4". When Venus is nearest to us, 

its apparent diameter is 1' 7". 

The light and heat received by the^’li^nets per unit area 
from the sun are directly proportional - ^o the apparent area 
of th€^sun as seen from them. The':a«^ent area of the sun 
varies inversely as the squares of its' distances from the 
several planets. The following lines are proportional to the 
relative amounts of heat received per unit area by the various 
planets. 
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MERCURY 

VENUS 

EARTH 


MARS 

JUPITER _ (j/50«NCH) 


SATURN 


URANUS 


I SCALE IS TOO AS GREAT AS 
> THAT USED IN THE 
I FIRST FIVE LINES 


NEPTUNE _ C/id INCH) J 

Fig llo —Relative Amounts of Heat received by Planets 


If the first five lines are magnified 100 times, the whole 
figure will be constructed on the same scale. 

Taking the amount of light and heat per unit area received 
on the earth as unity, the following table gives the amounts 
received per unit area by the eight planets. 


Planet 

Heat received 

Planet 

Heat received 

Mercury ’ 

6.8 

Jupiter 

0.04 

Yenus 

1.9 

Saturn 

0.01 

Earth 

1.0 

Uranus 

0.003 

Mars 

0.44 

liTeptuiie 

0.001 


Thus it is seen that Mercury receives more than 6000 times 
as much light and heat per unit area as Neptune does. 

238. Observations of the Planets. — When the inferior 
planets are in inferior conjunction with the sun, they are 
nearest to the earth, and the superior planets ^re nearest 
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when they are in opposition. But when the inferior planets 
are nearest to the earth, they are in the direction of the sun, 
and their unilluminated sides are turned toward us. Thus, 
the advantage of nearness is more than offset by their un- 
favorable position with respect to the sun. The inferior 
planets cannot be well observed until their elongation is 
such that they are about as far from us as the sun is. 
On the other hand, the superior planets are in the position 
most favorable for observation when they are in opposition 
and nearest the earth. 

Neo-leoting the eccentricities of the orbits, Venus conies 
within 92,900,000 - 48,600,000 = 25,700,000 miles of the 
earth. Notwithstanding the close approach of V enus, almost 
nothing is known of its surface because it is an inferior planet. 
On the'’ other hand thelarge topographical features of the sur- 
face of Mars are very well known because of its favorable 
position for observation when it is nearest the earth. M hen 
Mars is in opposition, its distance from the earth is 141,000,- 
000 - 93,000,000 = 48,000,000 miles. Since this is only about 
half the distance from the earth to the sun, its parallax is 
correspondingly greater and more easily measured than that 

of the sun. , 

239. The Dimensions of the Planets. —Suppose the angular 
diameters of the planets are measured when they are nearest 
the earth ; then, since their distances are known, their actual 
diameters can be computed from the formula 


1 = 


D 


206265 




where D is the angular diameter expressed in seconds, and 
r the distance expressed in any convenient units, as miles. 
The foUowing table gives the greatest angular diameters ot 
the planets as seen from the earth, and their actuM dian^ 
eters, according to Barnard’s many measures at the Lick 
Observatory. 
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Greatest Apparent 

Diameter 

Planet 

Angular Diameter 


Mercury 

Venus 

Earth 

13" 

67" 

j 

2,765 miles 

7,826 miles 

7,918 miles 

4,352 miles (equatorial) 

Mars 

25" 

1 

4,312 miles (polar) 


50" ' 

J 

90,190 miles (equatorial) 

Jupiter 

i 

84,570 miles (polar) 

'76,470 miles (equatorial) 

20" 

Saturn 


i 69,780 miles (polar) 

Uranus 

Neptune 

4.1" 

2.9" 

34.900 miles 

32.900 miles 


The following circles show better than the numbers the 
relative dimensions of the planets. 


JUPITER 



O 

MERCURY 


O- 

VENUS 

o 

EARTH 


O 

MARS 


Pia. 116. 
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The great differences in diameters are much exceeded by 
those of the surfaces and volumes. The following table 
gives the comparison, taking as \mity the earth's surface 
and volume respectively. 


Planet 

Surface 

Volume 

Planet 

Surface 

Volume 

Mercury 

Yenus 

Earth 

Mars 

0.14 

0.93 

1.00 

0.2S 

0.05 

0.89 

1.00 

0.14 

Jupiter 

Saturn 

Uranus 

1 Keptune 

... 

116.9 

83.3 

15.9 i 

18.9 

1264.0 

759.8 

63.4 

82.3 


240. The Masses of the Sun and the Planets. — Ihe 
methods of finding the masses of the planets were explained 
in Art. 181. There is no difficulty in the case of the sun 
and those planets which have satellites, but the results given 
for the others. Mercury and Venus, are still subject to con- 
siderable uncertainty. In the following table the masses of 
the sun and planets are given, first taking the mass of the 
earth as unity, and then that of the sun as unity, and their 
mean densities are given on the water standard. 



The surface gravity of a planet depends upon its mass and 
radius ; the method of computing it was given in Art. 
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The following table gives the surface gravities of the sun 
and planets, taking that of the earth as unity. 


Object 

SuKFACE Gravity 

Object 

Surface Gravity 

Sun 

27.7 

Jupiter 

2.61 

Mercury 

0.38 

Saturn 

1.10 

Venus 

0.86 

Uranus 

0.88 

Earth 

1.00 

Neptune 

0.88 

Mars 

0.38 




241. Periods of the Planets. — The periods of the planets 
depend upon their mean distances from the sun and their 
masses, as was explained in Art. 181. Taking the year as 
the unit of time, the mean distance of the earth as the unit 
of length, and the mass of the sun as the unit of mass, the 
period in years is given by 

p^aUm 

''1 + w ’ 

where a is the mean distance of the planet, JE the mass of the 
earth, and m the mass of the planet. It can also be found 
• from the synodical period by the formulas given in Arts. 
164 and 156, the synodical periods being found from the ob- 
servations. The following table gives the sidereal and syn- 
odical periods of all the planets. 


PUANET 

Sidereal Period 

Synodical Period 

Mercuiy .... 

0.24 years 

0.32 years 

Venus 

0.62 years 

1.60 years 

Earth . , . , , 

1.00 years 


Mars ...... 

1.88 years 

2.14 years 

Jupiter 

11.86 years 

1.09 years 

Saturn 

29.46 years 

1.03 years 

Uranus 

84.02 years 

1.01 years 

Neptune .... 

164.78 years * 

1.006 years 
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When an inferior planet is at its eastern elongation, it is 
visible in the southwest after sunset. If the time of greatest 
eastern elongation is given, the succeeding ones can be found 
by adding to the date of the given one proper multiples of 
the synodical period. Superior planets are best seen at the 
time of opposition, and the times of succeeding oppositions 
can be found in the same way. The following table gives 
the dates of greatest eastern elongation or of opposition of 
all the planets for 1905. 

Greatest eastern elongation of Mereiiiy occurred November 27, 1905. 

Greatest eastern elongation of Venus occurred Febiuary 14, 1905. 

Op]30Sition of Mars occurred May 8, 1905. 

Opposition of Jupiter occurred November 24, 1905. 

Opposition of Saturn occurred August 22, 1905. 

Opposition of Uranus occurred June 24, 1905. 

Opposition of Neptune occurred January 1. 1905. 


QUESTIONS 

1. Observe how the relative dimensions of the solar system can be 
found without knowing any of the actual distances. If every one should 
fall asleep at the same time, and if, by some miracle, every distance 
whatever should be divided by two, would it be possible ever to detect 
the change? 

2. Would it be easier or more difficult to measure the sun’s parallax 
if the earth were larger? Explain reason for answer. 

3. Light travels at the rate of 186,330 miles per second. How long 
does it take it to come from the sun to the earth ? 

4. If the earth stood still and the sun were moving, we would appar- 
ently see the sun w’here it was when the light left it. Does the motion 
of the earth have a similar effect? 

5. Sound travels in the air a mile in about 5 seconds. If it could 
travel from the sun to us at the same rate, how long would it take in 
coming ? 

6. How long wmuld it take a train running at the rate of a mile a 
minute to go as far as from the earth to the sun ? 

7. How many times would one have to travel around the earth to go 
as far as from the earth to th^ sun ? 

8. Draw on the blackboard a map of the whole solar system true to 
scale. 
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9. If one were to build a model of the solar system, taking for the 
sun a globe 1 foot in diameter, what would be the distances and sizes of 
the planets ? 

10. How does the amount of sunlight received by Neptune compare'^ 
with the amount of moonlight received by the earth at the time of full 
moon ? 

11. Draw to scale the apparent diameter of the sun as seen from the 
vai'ious planets. 

12. If the apparent diameter of the sun as seen from Neptune is 1' 4", 
what would be the greatefst elongation of the various planets? II mt 
Suppose their elongations are proportional to the dimensions of then- 
orbits. 

13. What is the ratio of the volume of Jupiter to that of all the other 
planets combined 

14. What is the ratio of the volume of the sun to that of all the 
planets combined ? 

15. What is the ratio of the mass of Jupiter to that of all the other 
planets combined? 

16. What is the ratio of the mass of the sun to that of all the planets 
combined? ^ 

17. What is the next date of the greatest eastern elongation of the 
inferior planets, and of opposition of the superior planets ? 

242. The Two Natural Groups of Planets. — The preceding 
(lata, which give some idea of the solar system as a whole, 
make it clear that the planets are divided into two sharply 
distinguished groups. The first consists of Mercury, Venus, 
Earth, and Mars. They are called terrestrial planets because 
in distance from the sun, period, size, density, and properties 
not yet discussed they are much like the earth. The second 
group consists of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 
They are called the major planets because of their relatively 
great size. 

The major planets are on the average 17.6 times as far 
from the sun as are the terrestrial planets. On the average 
the terrestrial planets receive per unit area 310 times as 
much light and heat from the sun as do the major planets. 
On the average the diameters, surfaces, and volumes of the 
major planets are respectively 10, 100, and 1000 times greater 
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than those of the terrestrial planets. The masses of the 
major planets average 224 times those of the terrestrial 
planets, while their densities average onl}* 0.22 as much. 
The periods of revolution of the major planets average T7.6 
times those of the terrestrial planets. 

243. Similarities among all the Planets. — Notwithstand- 
ing the very great diversities between the two groups of 
planets, they all have a number of properties of motion in 
common which are of the highest importance, for thej’ fur- 
nish the key to the evolution of the planetary system. It is 
important to note both the differences and the similarities ; 
in short, to study the system relatively. 

The planets all move in the same direction around the 
sun, from west to east. The sun rotates in this direction, 
and the 500 known planetoids move the same way. This is 
also the direction of rotation of the earth and of all other 
planets whose rotations are known. The moon revolves in 
the same direction around the earth, as do the satellites of 
all the other planets around their respective primaries, except 
the ninth satellite of Saturn, possibly the seventh satellite 
of Jupiter, and the satellites of Uranus and Neptune. This 
almost universal agreement of direction of motion points 
unmistakably to a similarity of origin, or to a mode of evolu- 
tion which leads to this condition. 

The planes of the orbits of the planets are not absolutely 
coincident, but they are inclined only slightly to one another. 
It is customary to use the plane of the ecliptic for I’eference, 
and to give the positions of all the other planes with respect 
to it. The plane of the ecliptic varies slightly because of 
the perturbations due to the other planets, but not enough 
to cause any appreciable difference in the general features of 
the system. The following table gives the inclinations 
of the orbits of the planets to the plane of the ecliptic. These 
inclinations vary somewhat, but never greatly, from the 
values they now have (Art. 169). When some increase, 
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others always decrease. At present they average 2° 39'; 
but if Mercury’s orbit be omitted, the average is r56'. 

The eccentricity of an elliptic orbit may be anywheres 
between zero and unity, but the eccentricities of the orbits 
of the planets are remarkably small. They vary somewhat ' 
from their present values, but never greatly, and they always 
change in such a way that when some increase others de- 
crease. The average of the eccentricities is now 0,060 ; or, 
excluding Mercury, 0.039. 


Table of Inclinations and Eccentricities 


Planet 

Inclination of 
Orbit to Ecliptic 

Eccentricity of 
Orbit 

Mercury 

T 0' 

0.2056 

Venus 

3 24 

0.0068 

Earth 

0 0 

0.0168 

Mais 

1 51 

0 0933 

Jupiter 

1 19 

0.0482 

Saturn 

2 30 

0.0561 

Uranus 

0 46 

0.0463 

Neptune 

1 47 

0.0090 


244. Satellites. — All except two of the planets are known 
to have satellites revolving around them, just as they revolve 
around the sun. Mercury and Venus have no known attend- 
ants. The earth has the moon, whose mass is greater rela- 
tively than that of any other satellite in comparison with the 
planet around which it revolves. Mars has two little moons 
only a few miles in diameter. J upiter has four large satellites, 
discovered by Galileo, and three very small ones. Saturn 
has ten satellites, one of which is larger than Mercury, and 
two of which are very small. Uranus has four satellites and 
Neptune one. Saturn and its attendants form a sort of minia- 
ture of the solar system. 
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245. The Planetoids. — If the distances of the planets from 
the sun are examined, it will be found that each one is roughlj’ 
twice that of the preceding one, with the exception of Jui)iter, 
whose distance is about 3.5 times that of Mars. In 1772 
Titius derived a series of numbers b\" a simple law which 
gave the distances of the planets (Uranus and Neptune were 
not known then) with considerable accuracy, except that 
there w^as a number for the vacant space between Mars and 
Jupiter. The law is that if 4 is added to each of the num- 
bers 0, 3, 6, 12, 24, 48, ••*, the sums thus obtained are nearly 
proportional to the distances of the planets from tlie sun. 
The law rests on no scientific basis, breaks down in the ease 
of Neptune, and would not be mentioned here except for its 
historical connections. It is commonly known as Bode's law 
because his writings made it widely knowm. 

The idea that there must be a planet between Mars and 
Jupiter became strong in the minds of astronomers toward 
the end of the eighteenth century ; it was undoubtedly much 
enhanced by the number series of Titius. In 1800 Von 
Zach and five other astronomers met at Lilienthal and organ- 
ized a plan of search for the suspected planet. Just as they 
were about to begin observations the announcement reached 
them that the Italian astronomer Piazzi, at Palermo, had dis- 
covered the planet January 1, 1801. He named it Ceres 
after the tutelary goddess of Italy. 

After the discovery had been made, but before the news 
of it had reached Germany, the philosopher Hegel published 
a “dissertation” showing by the “most conclusive reason- 
ing ’* that there were no unknown planets, and remarking on 
the folly of searching for them. 

After six weeks of observations Piazzi was taken ill, and 
by the time notice of his discovery had reached other ob- 
servers the planet was nearing superior conjunction with the 
sun and could not be observed. There was no method of find- 
ing from so few observations the elements of its orbit, and 
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astronomers were fearful of losing it. The great mathema- 
tician Gauss, then a young man of twenty-four, came to the 
rescue with a method of determining an orbit from only three 
observations of direction of the observed body. His predic-' 
tion of the position of the planetoid led to its rediscovery 
on the last day of the year. 

On March 2, 1802, Olbers discovered a planetoid, which he 
called Pallas ; on September 2, 1804, Harding found one which 
he named Juno; and on March 29, 1807, Olbers discovered 
a fourth, called Vesta. Then no other was discovered until 
1845, when Hencke found one, after fifteen long years of 
search, which he called Astreea. In 1847 three more planet- 
oids were discovered, and in every year since then at least 
one has been found. Until 1891 they w^ere discovered by 
comparing the objects visible in certain regions of the sky, 
especially near the ecliptic, with star charts. If a strange 
body was found, it was observed on succeeding nights to see 
whether it was moving or not. The planetoids move just 
as the planets do, and the character of an unknown body is 
determined from its motions. ' 

A new epoch began in 1891 when Wolf first discovered 
a planetoid by photography. The method is very simple. 
The sensitive plate is moved during an exposure of several 
hours so that the star images remain fixed on it. In 
the interval the planetoid will move with respect to the stars^ 
and will leave a short trail on the plate. These trails show 
where the small planets are. Wolf, at Heidelberg, and 
Oharlois, at Nice, have been very successful in the search 
for these bodies by this method. All together more than 
600 have been discovered so far (1905). 

246. Designation of the Planetoids. — Until over 300 planet- 
oids had been discovered, they were named mostly after 
mythological characters, but their very abundance has be- 
come embarrassing. They are now numbered in the order of 
their discovery, the number being placed in a circle, as 



TBE SOLAn SYSTEM 


307 


( 2 )= Pallas. They are also designated by the year of their 
discoveiy. 

247. Orbits of the Planetoids. — The mean distances of the 

planetoids vary greatly. Those nearest the sun are about 
50,000,000 of miles from the orbit of liars, and those farthest 
from the sun are about 80,000,000 of miles within the orbit 
of Jupiter. The following figure shows the orbits of Mars 
and Jupiter and the region occupied 
by the planetoids. They are distrib- 
uted by no means uniformly over this 
belt. They are somewhat less numer- 
ous on the outer edge than on the inner, 
and there are some remarkable vacant 
spaces. Kirkwood first called attention 
to the fact that these gaps occur at the 
places where a planet would have a ii7. 

period an exact fraction of Jupiter’s period, as §, etc., 
of it. For such relations between the periods the perturba- 
tions are very great, and it may be that Jupiter has forced 
the planetoids out of these regions. This is not perfectly 
certain, for there is no known method of treating rigorously 
the question for the indefinite ages Jupiter may have been 
acting on these bodies. 

The inclinations of the orbits of the planetoids are often 
very great, ranging even up to 35® in the case of Pallas. 
The average is about 6®, or nearly equal to the greatest 
among the planetary orbits. 

The eccentricities range from almost zero up to 0.38 in 
the ease of JEthra, the average being about 0.14. The 
greatest eccentricity among the planetary orbits is that of 
Mercury’s orbit, which is only about one half that of iEthra's 
orbit. The average eccentricity of the orbits of the planet- 
oids is more than twice that of the orbits of the planets. 

248. Dimensions and Masses of the Planetoids. — The planet- 
oids are so small that they are all invisibly to the unaided 
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eye except Vesta, which is harely visible under favorable 
conditions. Like the satellites of the remote planets, their 
diameters are estimated from the amount of light they reflect, 
though Barnard measured the four largest with the great 
Lick telescope. He found for Ceres, Pallas, Vesta, and 
Juno diameters of 485, 304, 243, and 118 miles respectively. 
There are probably a few others whose diameters lie between 
100 and 500 miles, but the great majority are undoubtedly ^ 
much smaller, ranging down to something like 10 miles. It ‘ 
follows from Barnard’s measures and Muller s photometric 
measurements that the albedoes of Ceres, Pallas, Vesta, and 
Juno are respectively 0.18, 0.24, 0.75, and 0-45._ It is diffi- 
cult to account for these great differences in bodies which we 
should expect to find much alike. . , 

It is impossible to determine the masses of the individual 
planetoids, for their disturbing effects on other bodies are 
absolutely inappreciable. If their combined mass were as 
great as ^ of that of the earth, they would produce per- 
turbations 111 the orbit of Mars which observations of this 
planet show do not exist. Hence the conclusion is that their 
total mass is below this limit, but it is impossible to say how 
far below. According to Roszel the aggregate mass of all 
thosp so far discovered is less than that of the earth. 

249. Origin of the Planetoids. — When the second planetoid 
was discovered, Olbers suggested that these bodies are but the 
fragments of an exploded planet. If this were so, the oibits 
of all the pieces, except for the perturbations, would cross at 
the point of the explosion, and in the earlier years of dis- 
covery the places where the orbits of Ceres and Pallas cross 
, were carefully searched. Because of the wide range now 
occupied' by them this theory, which was once generally 
held, has been abandoned. If there were no contradictory 
^observational data, the theory could scarcely be considered 
^probable, for^it is Impossible to conceive of forces originat- 
V dug within s planet sufficient to teai' it asunder after it had 



THE 80LAB SYSTEM 


309 


once been aggregated and held together by the mutual attrac- 
tion of its parts. 

Another theory is that when the solar system evolved out 
of a widely extended nebulous or meteoritic mass, for some 
reason, perhaps because of the distribution of the original 
material, or the proximity of the large perturbing body. 
Jupiter, this part of it failed to aggregate into a planet. 
The indefiniteness of this theoiy makes it unassailable, and 
it probably contains the truth somewhere within its ample 
domains. 

250. The Planetoid Eros. — In 1898 the trail of a planetoid 
having a very rapid motion was found on a photograph 
taken by Witt, at Berlin. From observations which were 
speedily secured, Chandler, of Cambridge, computed an 
orbit and ephemeris. It was found to be a most remarkable 
object, in that its orbit lies between that of the earth and 
Mars, and it at once attracted great attention. On examin- 
ing photographs taken at the Harvard College observatory 
during 1893, 1894, and 1896, with the aid of Chandler's 
ephemeris, the image of the body was several times found, 
and its positions at those dates w’ere accurately determined 
by its relations to the fixed stars. This enabled Chandler to 
get an accurate orbit almost immediately. This is not the 
only instance in which the Harvard photographic records have 
furnished most opportune and valuable information. 

When it was stated that the orbit of Eros lies between 
that of the earth and Mars it was meant that its mean dis- 
tance is between the mean distances of these two planets. 
Its mean distance is 135,500,000 miles, but its orbit has ike 
high eccentricity of 0.22. When it is at its aphelion its dis- 
tance from the sun is 165,500,000, which is 24,000,000 miles 
beyond the mean distance of Mars. There is no danger of 
its colliding with Mars, for the inclination of its orbit to th4 
ecliptic is nearly 11% which throws it far out of the plaM 
of the orbit of this planet where it reaches bey#nd it. 
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Fig. 118 . 


The perihelion distance of Eros is only 106,300,000 miles, or 
about 12,400,000 miles greater than the mean distance of the 
earth. But because of the large inclination of the plane of 
its orbit to the plane of the ecliptic it never 
gets nearer than about 13,500,000 miles of 
the earth. These near approaches occur 
only when it is in opposition at its peri- 
I helion, which unfortunately happens rarely. 
Its sidereal period is 1.76 years, from which 
it follows that its synodic period is 2.32 
years. If an opposition occurs at perihe- 
lion, then in 37 years another will occur 
very nearly at perihelion, for 37 is almost evenly divisible by 
1.76 and 2.32. The next most favorable opposition will 
occur in 1931. As has been mentioned (Art. 236), it fur- 
nishes ' an unexcelled opportunity for obtaining the solar 
parallax. 

251 . Variability of Eros. — One of the most peculiar things 
about this little body, which can scarcely exceed 20 miles in 
diameter, is that in February and March, 1901, it varied in 
magnitude both extensively and rapidly. The announce- 
ment was first made by von Oppolzer, and the fact was veri- 
fied by many other observers. The period is 2 hr. 38 m. ; 
or perhaps 5 hr. 16 m. composed of two sub-periods of 
2 hr. and 25 m. and 2 hr. 51 m. respectively, but the evi- 
dence is not quite conclusive on this point. In February 
and March the light at its minima was less than one-third 
that at its maxima, but the variation soon diminished in 
extent and ceased entirely by the beginning of May. 

The variation in the variability shows either that rapid 
changes are taking place on Eros, or that its light-reflect- 
ing power depends upon its relative position with respect to 
the earth and sun. The first alternative may be safely dis- 
missed. In accord with the second, two theories have been 
advanced by Andre, is that the body is 
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really a double, the two components revolving around their 
center of gravity in a period of 5 hr. 16 m. Wlien the 
earth is in, or near, theii’ plane of revolution, they eclipse 
each other twice in a period. A.ndi'e accounts for the great 
variation in their brightness, which, if they were spherical, 
could not exceed one-half the maximuni, by supposing that 
they are much elongated by tidal forces in the line joining 
them. The other theory is that the body is very unequally 
reflective in different parts, and that its brightness varies as 
the rotation brings these different parts into view. The 
variability changes as the earth becomes differently situated 
with respect to the plane of rotation. In certain respects 
both these theories seem improbable, and we do not know 
yet which, if either of them, is the true explanation of the 
veiy remarkable phenomenon. 

252. Scientific Uses of the Planetoids. — The planetoids are 
subject to very large perturbations by Jupiter because of 
their proximity to this great body, and it is impossible to 
keep track of them without computing these perturbations. 
The work of doing this for so large a number of bodies is 
enormous, and it has become a serious question whether it is 
worth while to attempt to keep track of them. Watson left 
a fund, by his will, to be devoted to the necessary calcula- 
tions of the orbits of- the twenty-two which he bad discovered 
at Ann Arbor. Most of the rest of such work is done under 
the direction of Tietjen at Berlin. In response to the 
question whether this immense labor is profitably bestowed 
or not, the service that the planetoids have been and are 
likely to be to astronomy may be reviewed. 

In the very beginning the search for planetoids stimulated 
cooperation and directed the efforts of a large number of 
observers. It led directly to extensive and accurate maps 
of the ecliptic constellations. The problem presented by 
the first discovery attracted to astronomical researches the 
brilliant Gauss, whose contributions were many and pro- 
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found. The orbits of the planetoids present many problems 
in celestial mechanics which do not arise in the theories of 
the motions of the planets. Their solutions have enriched, 
and are still enriching, this domain of the science. The 
vacant spaces where the periods would be commensurable 
with that of Jupiter have a significance not yet fully under- 
stood. An analogous condition exists in Saturn’s rings, as 
will be pointed out in the next chapter. The search for 
planetoids and their recognition as things worthy of atten- 
tion led to the discovery of Eros, whose value in parallax 
determination is very great. In order to find the parallax 
of the sun over 80 expeditions, equipped at enormous cost, 
were sent to nearly every part of the earth, especially in 
high latitudes, to observe the transit of Venus in 1874. It 
is certain that more valuable results will be obtained from 
Eros than from all of these expeditions. Besides, the great 
variability of this body is a new phenomenon in the solar 
system and may lead to an important discovery. It is true 
that some of the other planetoids are variable, but to such a 
slight extent that the phenomena have so far not been of 
very much interest. 

253. The Zodiacal Light and the Gegenschein. — The zodia- 
cal light is a soft, hazy wedge of light stretching up from the 
horizon along the ecliptic just as the twilight is ending, or as 
the dawn is beginning. Its base is 20° or 30° wide and it 
generally can be followed under favorable conditions to 90° 
from the sun, and sometimes in a narrow faint band 3° or 4° 
wide entirely around the sky. It is very difficult to decide 
precisely what its limits are, for it shades very gradually from 
an illumination perhaps a little brighter than the Milky Way 
into the dark sky. 

The best time to observe the zodiacal light is when the 
ecliptic is nearly perpendicular to the horizon, for then it is 
less interfered with by the dense lower air. In the spring the 
sun is near the vernal equinox, where the ecliptic cuts the 
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equator from south to north. At this time of the year after 
sunset the ecliptic comes up from the western horizon north 
of the equator and makes a large angle with the horizon. 
Consequently, the spring months are most favorable for ob- 
serving it in the evening, and for a similar reason the autumn 
months are most favorable for observing it in the morning. 
It cannot be seen in full moonlight. 

The Gegenschem (German for counter glow is a very 
faint patch of light on the ecliptic precisely opposite to the 
sun. It appears like an enlargement of the zodiacal band at 
this point. It is oval in shape, being longest along the 
ecliptic, and, according to Barnard and Douglass, generally 
10° to 20° long and half as wide. It was discovered by Bror- 
sen in 1854, and subsequently it was independently found by 
both Backhouse and Barnard. Both the zodiacal light and 
the Gegeiischein can be seen only with the unaided eye, for 
the field of a telescope is so small that it does not enable one 
to contrast them with the darker sky. 

One theory of the zodiacal light, originated by Searle, is 
that it is due to light reflected from an immense number of 
meteors circulating around the sun in, or near, the plane of 
the ecliptic, and extending out somewhat beyond the orbit 
of the earth. This belt of meteors seems to be densest and 
thickest near the sun. There is abundant evidence of much 
meteoric material in this region and the theory seems quite 
satisfactory. It is furthermore supported by the fact that 
the spectrum is continuous and the light polarized. 

The corresponding and associated theory of the Gegen- 
schein is that the meteors are more numerous precisely op- 
posite to the sun. It was shown independently by Gylden and 
by the author that the attractions of the sun and earth do, 
indeed, lead to a condensation in this direction at a distance 
of 930,000 miles from the earth. The meteors occupying this 
region are constantly changing. As they approach it they 
are caught in a sort of dynamic whirlpool and after a 



314 


INTBODUCTION TO ASTBONOMY 


few revolutions they escape to go on in their orbits. This 
theory accounts perfectly for the position and shape of the 
Gegenschein. 

Bigelow has advanced another theory of the zodiacal light. 
He supposed that it is caused by particles electrically expelled 
from the magnetic poles of the sun and condensed along the 
plane of its equator. Now the plane of the sun’s equator is 
inclined more than 7° to the plane of the ecliptic, and in an 
object less poorly defined it would be a simple matter to de- 
cide which it follows. A series of three years’ observations 
by Marchaud, published in 1896, seem to show that the 
zodiacal light is nearly coincident with the plane of the sun’s 
equator. This result needs confirmation before final accept- 
ance, for other observers have not noticed the large deviation 
of the zodiacal band from the ecliptic. But so far as these 
results go, they must be taken as being to some extent con- 
firmatory of Bigelow’s theory. 

Evershed has given a similar explanation of the Gegen- 
schein. He supposes that it is a sort of tail to the earth caused 
by the escape of molecules of hydrogen and helium away from 
the earth in a direction opposite to the sun. The tails of 
comets are something like this, as will be seen in Chapter XIII. 

On the whole the meteoric theory of both the zodiacal light 
and the Gegenschein seems the more probable, though the 
question cannot be regarded as definitely settled. 

, 254 . Possible Undiscovered Planets. — The question of ^tra- 
, mercurial! planets was mentioned in connection with ecii^ js. 
It is probable that no planet of any considerable size exists 
in this region, though it is probable that it is filled with 
meteors, or exceedingly minute planetoids. 

Planetoids are very frequently discovered in the zone be- 
tween Mars and Jupiter. There may be thousands of small 
ones yet which will come within the reach of photographic ' 
processes* It is by no means certain that there are not many 
like Eros, between the earth and Mars. If 
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there are any between the earth and Y enus, they may remain 
undibcovered because of the difficulty of seeing them in this 
region; and if there are any farther out than Jupiter, they 
/may escape detection because of their great distance both 
' from the sun and from us. It is scarcely to be expected 
that any will be found near the planets, which long ago 
swej)t up the material near their paths. 

The most interesting question is whether there are large 
planets still more remote from the sun than Neptune. There 
are two sorts of indications which point to the possible exist- 
ence of trans-neptuiiian planets. The first is the group- 
ing of comets’ orbits. (See Arts. 295 and 296.) From some 
such a grouping as is found with respect to Jupiter’s orbit, 
Forbes, of Edinburgh, in 1880, concluded that there are 
two of these remote members of the solar famil}^ at dis- 
tances 100 and 300 times that of the earth. They would 
revolve around the sun in the immense periods of 1000 and 
5000 years. 

Todd sought to find evidence of an undiscovered planet 
from certain small residual errors in the theory of the motion 
of Uranus, those of Neptune not yet having had time to 
accumulate sufficiently. His conclusion was that there is 
probably a planet circulating at about 50 times the distance 
of the earth from the sun, making a revolution in 375 years. 
The data in both cases were entirely insufficient to establish 
a conclusive proof, and the question yet remains open. 

QUESTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS 

» '4^. In what respects are the terrestrial planets similar to each other, 
different from the major planets 

2. Is it probable that the satellites have atmospheres? 

3. Is it pi obable that the satellites always keep the same faces toward 
their respective primaries? 

4. The mean distance of Pallas is 257,500,000 miles. What is its 
sidereal period? 
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5. The mean distance of JSthra is 242,000,000 miles and the eccen- 
tricity of its orbit 0 883. How much does its distance from the sun vary 
in a revolution V 

6. How near is iEthra to Mars at the nearest approach? 

7. Look for the zodiacal light. ^ 

8. How does the zodiacal light compare in brightness with the Milky " 
Way? 

9. How does the zodiacal light compare in width and uniformity of 
illumination with the Milky Way? 

10. Can you see the Gegenschein? 

11. At what time of the year is the Gegenschein in most favorable 
position for observation ? 

12. At w^hat times of the year is the Gegenschein in the Milky Way? 

13. What zodiacal constellations have the fewest bright stars? At 
what times of the year is the Gegenschein in these constellations ? 



CHAPTER XII 
THE PLANETS 

255. The Planets as Individual Bodies. — In the last chap- 
ter the planets we’re studied with especial reference to their 
relations to the solar systeih as a whole. In this, those 
remaining characteristics and peculiarities which have no 
intimate and direct connections with the other members of 
the system will be discussed. 

In the case of the inferior planets there will be the phases, 
transits, albedoes, atmospheres, surface markings, rotations, 
and seasonal changes for discussion. The treatment of the 
superior planets will involve their satellite systems, albe- 
does, atmospheres, surface markings, rotations, and seasonal 
changes. 


MEBCUEY AND VENUS 

256. The Phases of Mercury and Venus. — When Mercury 
and Venus are in inferior conjunction their phase is “new,"’ 
and they are either in transit across the sun, or the, visible 
illuminated parts are very thin crescents. As their elonga- 
tions increase their crescents increase, and their disks are 
just half illuminated at their greatest elongations. As 
they proceed toward superior conjunction they become gib- 
bous, and finally fully illuminated on the sides toward the 
earth. These changes of phase, which were first verified 
observationally by Galileo in 1610, prove the revolution of 
these bodies around the sun instead of around points be- 
tween the earth and the sun. 

317 
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The inferior planets go through phases, like those of the 
moon, but there are very important changes in their apparent 
dimensions. When Mercury and Venus are in inferior 
conjunction, their respective distances from the earth are 

66.900.000 and 25,700,000 miles, while their respective 
distances at superior conjunction are 128,900,000 and 

160.100.000 miles. It follows that Mercury at inferior 
conjunction is less than half as far from us as it is at 
superior conjunction, and the difference is relatively three 
times as great in the case of V enus. Therefore the ap- 
parent diameter of Mercury when it is a thin crescent is 
twice as great as when it is full, and the corresponding 
ratio for Venus is six to one. The following figure shows 
the relations between the phases and the apparent sizes of 
these planets. 



INFERIOR 

CONJUNCTION 


Fig. 119 .— Apparent Dimensions of Mercury and Venus at Different Phases. # 

257. The Transits of Mercury and Venus. — If the inclina- 
tions of the orbits of Mercury and V enus to the plane of 
the ecliptic were zero, they would transit centrally across 
the sun once every synodical period. But the inclinations 
prevent these transits except when the planets pass inferior 
conjunction near one of the nodes of their orbits, just as the 
inclination of the moon^s orbit renders eclipses of the sun 
rathor rare phenomena. The whole matter may be worked 
out precisely ns the conditions for eclipses were^ for transits 
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are geometrically only partial eclipses, but the details will 
be omitted here. 

The earth is near the nodes of Mercury's orbit in May 
and November, and transits of this planet must occur in 
these months. But the great eccentricity of Mercury’s 
orbit makes the conditions at the two months quite differ- 
ent ; the May transits are only about half as numerous as 
those in November. The transits occur at intervals of 7, 13, 
or 46 years, according to circumstances, for these periods 
are respectively very nearly 22, 41, or 145 synodic revolu- 
tions of the planet. The next transits of Mercury, which 
are, however, of little scientific interest, will occur Novem- 
ber 12, 1907, November 6, 1914, May 7, 1924, and November 
8, 1927. Mercury is so small that the transits can be ob- 
served only with a telescope. 

The transits of Venus occur in June and December. 
They occur in cycles whose intervals are, starting %vith a June 
transit, 8, 105.5, 8, and 121.5 years. The last two occurred 
on December 8, 1874, and on December 6, 1882. The next 
two will occur June 8, 2004, and June 6, 2012. The chief 
scientific uses of the transits of Venus are the easy deter- 
mination of the position of the planet, the investigation of 
its atmosphere, and the determination of the solar parallax. 

258. The Albedoes of Mercury and Venus The albedo 

bf a body is the ratio of the light which it reflects to that 
which it receives. It depends upon whether or not the 
body is surrounded by a cloud-bearing atmosphere. A body 
which has no atmosphere and a broken surface, like the 
moon, has a low albedo, while one covered with an atmos- 
phere, especially if it is filled with partially condensed water 
vapor, has great reflecting power. The albedo of clouds is 
about 0.72. Every one is familiar with the intense bright- 
ness of thunder heads. The cloud-covered earth would 
shine as though coated with newly fallen snow. 

The observations of Zollner and Winneoke led them to 
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the conclusion that the albedo of Mercury is 0.13, \Thile 
the more recent observations of Miiller, made between 1883 
and 1893, show that it is 0.17, or just equal to that of the 
moon. In strong contrast with this low reflecting power, 
the albedo of Venus is 0.76 according to the observations 
of Muller. 

259. The Atmospheres of Mercury and Venus. — The albe- 
does given in the last article show what may be reasonably 
expected. The albedo of Mercury means that it has prob- 
ably a very rare atmosphere, or none at all. The observa- 
tions of Muller on the amount of light it reflects at different 
phases go to show that the reflection is from a solid uneven 
surface. At the time it transits the sun there is no bright, 
illuminated, atmospheric ring, nor are there any refractive 
effects as it crosses the sun’s limb. Furthermore, it follows 
from the kinetic theoiy of gases (Arts. 110 and 111) that 
if Mercury had an atmosphere, it would very probably lose 
it, especially because of the intense heat received from the 
neighboring sun. Observations of its surface markings, to be 
mentioned presently, also show that its surface is not ob- 
scured by a dense gaseous envelope. Altogether there is 
abundant justification for the conclusion that Mercury has 
an exceedingly tenuous atmosphere, if any at all. 

Because of precisely contrary evidence it is believed that 
Venus has a considerable atmospheric envelope, probably as 
dense as that which surrounds the earth. This conclusion 
is supported by independent evidence of a most convincing 
character. First, the brilliance decreases from the center to- 
ward the limb where the absorption would be greatest. Then, 
twilight effects near the terminator have been observed for 
more than a century. But the most satisfactory evidence is 
that when the crescent is very thin the atmospheric ring is 
illuminated beyond the horns, which must be exactly 180® 
from each . other in a sphere. Madler (1849) found this 
illumination to extend 240°, and since then many other 
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astronomers have observed the ring of yellow light entirely 
around the planet when it has been near “conjunction. From 
observations of the same character made in 1898. Russell 
concluded that the atmosphere of Venus is considerably 
less refractive than that of the earth. The conclusion is 
evidently open to some uncertainty because of the lack of 
knowledge whether' oi‘ not the light which came to us passed 
through the lower strata of its atmosphere, or was reflected 
from the higher regions. Spectroscopic observations seem 
to point to the absorption of light by water vapor in the 
atmosphere of Venus, but the conclusion is at present 
doubtful. 

260. Surface Markings and Rotation of Mercury. — The 
first astronomer to observe systematically and continuously 
the surface markings of the moon, sun, and planets was 
Schroter (1745—1816). He was an observer of rare enthu- 
siasm and great patience, but he seems in some instances 
to have been led by his lively imagination to erroneous con- 
clusions. 

In 1800 Schroter observed that the southern horn of Mer- 
cury was slightly rounded, and from the time of the reap- 
pearance of the condition he concluded that tlie planet’s 
period of rotation is 24 hr. 4 m. His work was quite gener- 
ally accepted until after 1880. About 1880 Schiaparelli took 
up at Milan the work of making systematic planetary obser- 
vations. He found that the planet Mercury could be much 
better seen in the daytime when near the meridian, notwith- 
standing the illumination of the sky, than at night. He 
found a rose-tinged disk covered with permanent darker 
markings. Pursuing his observations hour after hour con- 
secutively, instead of for a few moments at intervals of a day 
or more, he came to the remarkable conclusion that the 
planet rotates around an axis sensibly perpendicular to its 
orbit in a period equal to its period of revolution around the 
sun. These results have been fully confirmed by Lowell at 
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Flagstaff and at Mexico. The observations upon which this 
conclusion is based are difficult, yet it seems that they may 
be safely accepted. 

Figure 120 is Lowell’s map of Mercury, and shows an 
astonishing amount of detail. It must not be supposed. 



however, that all these streaks were 
seen at one time. They are the com- 
bined results of all the drawings made 
by six observers 'with two different 
telescopes at Flagstaff and at Mexico. 
The planet is sensibly spherical. The 
oblateness of the figure is due to 
the fact that those parts which are 


N brought into view by the libration in 

Fig. I20.-Loweirs Map of longitude are also shown. 

Mercury. . 

higure 121 IS a reproduction of 


three of Lowell’s actual drawings showing the slow rotation. 
From all the observations Lowell drew the following conclu- 
sions: The markings on 
Mercury are very dark, 
permanent streaks of non- 
uniform width ; the period 
of rotation of this planet 

is the same as that of its Fia.m.-nr^i^gsof Mercury by 

revolution ; the axis of its 



rotation is sensibly perpendicular to the plane of its orbit ; 
there are on it no clouds, or polar caps, or changes in the 
markings ; and its atmosphere is at most very thin. 

The reason Mercury always has its same side toward the 
sun is very probably that the friction of the tides generated 
by the sun have worn down whatever excess of rotation 
above revolution it may have had. At every stage of its 
development the tides have made its rotation slower than it 
otherwise would have been. 


261. The Mercurian Seasons, — The seasons of Mercury are 
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due entirely to its varying distance from the suu and to its 
libration. Secause of the large eccentricity of its orbit, 
which is greater than that of any other planet, it is only 
two-thirds as far from the sun at perihelion as at aphelion ; 
consequently the heat and light received at aphelion are only 
four-ninths of the amount received at perihelion. 

The libration, like that of the moon in longitude, is due to 
the fact that the planet moves at a variable rate in its orbit, 
while it must rotate uniformly on its axis. Because of the 
large eccentricity the libration is very great, being about 
23.5° each side of the mean. There are thus 133° of longi- 
tude on which the sun always shines, an equal amount on 
which it never shines, and two zones of 47° each on which 
it alternately shines and does not shine with a period of 0.24 
years =88 days. 

On the side of Mercury toward the sun the temperature 
must be sufficient to dissipate immediatelj' any such liquids 
as water, while the opposite side must be subject to a frigid- 
ity never experienced on the earth. If water were distrib- 
xited all over the planet, it would speedily be evaporated on 
the one side and precipitated as snow on the other. If there 
is any atmosphere, it must be in the most violent circulation 
in its work of equalizing temperature. Along the temperate 
zone, which separates that of perpetual sunshine from that of 
perpetual darkness, there may be a moderate climate so far as 
temperature is concerned, especially if there is much atmos- 
phere. The seasonal changes due to the varying distances 
from the sun and the libration must be quite extreme, 
though the two causes counteract each other somewhat be- 
cause they have the same period but different phases. 

262. Surface Markings and Rotation of Venus. — The his- 
tory of the study of the rotation of Venus is almost precisely 
like that of Mercury. From observations of very faint mark- 
ings by his predecessors, J. J. Cassini, in 1740, concluded 
that Venus rotates in 23 hr. 20 m. From the observations 
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of a truncated cusp in 1789-1791 Schroter concluded that 
the rotation period is 23 hr. 21 m., with an inclination of 
the plane of its equator to the plane of its orbit of over 63°. 
These results were the best available until 1880, when Schia- 
parelli announced that Venus performs a rotation once in 
a revolution like the moon and Mercury. 

The observations of Schiaparelli originally made in 1877 
and 1878 were verified by himself in 1895. In 1877, De- 
cember 15, Holden, at Washington, saw precisely the same 
markings that were observed by Schiaparelli at Milan eight 
hours earlier. The conclusions have been still further verified 
by Perrotin, Tacchini, Mascari, Cerulli, and Lowell since 1890. 

Instead of basing their observations on 
faint and often obscure dark mark- 
ings, they followed Schiaparelli in ob- 
serving the very brilliant white spots 
whose presence had been known since 
the Cassinis. These may be snow- 
covered mountain peaks which extend 
into the upper atmosphere. There 
seems to be no libration in latitude, 
Fig. l22.-LoweU’sMapo£ ^0“ it is inferred that the 

Venus. plane of the planet’s equator coincides 

sensibly with that of its orbit. 

In 1900 Belopolsky undertook to determine the rate of 
rotation by means of the spectroscope. So far as the obser- 
vations, which were admittedly only preliminary and imper- 
fect, throw light on the question they point to the shorter 
rotation period. On the other hand, Slipher’s work with the 
spectroscope at the Lowell observatory in 1908 gave no 
evidence of a short rotation period. Recent direct observa- 
tions by Niesten, Trouvelot, Williams, and Brenner also 
point to a period between 23 and 24 hours. But if the 
bright spots actually belong to the solid surface of the planet, 
as seems very probable from their permanent character, the 
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evidence on the whole shows that the period of rotatioii is 
0.613 j'ear = i2o days. The explanation of this condition is 
the same as for the corresponding conditions in the case of 
the moon and Mercury. 



Fig 123. — Drawings of Venus by Lowell. 


263. The Seasons of Venus. — The orbit of Venus is more 
nearly circular than that of any other planet. The result 
is that both its change of distance and its librations are 
very small. Consequently any place on Venus must have a 
remarkably uniform climate, whether it be the extreme of 
torridity on the side toward the sun, or of frigidity on the 
opposite. The changes in the amount of heat received from 
the sun due to the eccentricity of its orbit are only one- 
thirtieth as great as they are in the case of Mercury. 

MARS 

264. The Satellites of Mars.— In August, 1877, Asaph Hall 
discovered two very small satellites revolving eastward 
around Mars sensibly in the plane of its equator. They are 
so minute and so near the bright planet that they can be 
seen only with a very large telescope, and then Mars must 
be hidden by a small screen in the focal plane. They are 
called Phobos and Deimos. 
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The orbits of the satellites of Mars are very small, Phobos _ 
being only 5850 miles from the planet’s center, and Deimos 
14,650 miles. That is, Phobos is only 3750 miles from the 

surface of Mars, and could not 
be seen in latitudes greater 
than 69° north or south because 
of the curvature of the planet’s 
surface. The relative dimen- 
sions of the planet and the 
orbits of its satellites are shown 
in Fig. 124. 

On the assumption that the 
satellites have the same albedo 
as Mars, E. 0. Pickering con- 
cluded that the diameters of 
Phobos and Deimos are seven 
and six miles respectively. However, they may be consid- 
erably larger, as Lowell inferred from his observations. 

Because of the smaU distances of the satelHtes, their 
sidereal periods are very short, being 7 hr. 39 m. and 30 hr. 

, 18 m. respectively. Mars rotates on its axis in 24 hr. 37 m. 
Hence Phobos makes more than three revolutions while the 
planet turns around once. This leads to the very interest- 
ing phenomenon of a satellite rising in the west and setting 
in the east. The period from meridian around to meridian 
is 11 hr. 7m. On the other hand, Deimos rises in the east and 
sets in the west, the period from meridian to meridian being 
18 hr. 15 m. 

265. The Rotation of Mars. — In 1666 Hooke and Cassini 
saw dark streaks on the ruddy disk of Mars, and the mark- 
ings they drew can be recognized at the present day. By 
comparing those early observations with recent ones the 
period of rotation is found with a high degree of precision. 
It is 24 hr. 37 m. 22.7 sec., or a little more than a day. 

Tbe inclination of the plane of the equator of Mars to 
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that of its orbit is about 24°. Therefore, except for its 
greater distance from the sun, the days and seasons would 
be very much like those of the earth. 

266. Xhe Albedo and Atmosphere of Idars. — According to 
Muller the albedo of Mars is 0.27, which indicates probably 
some atmosphere, but not a very dense one. 

The surface gravity of Mars is only two-fifths that of 
the earth, and from the kinetic theory of gases it would 
not be expected that this planet would retain a very exten- 
sive gaseous envelope. The direct observations all point 
to the same conclusion. In the first place, the surface of 
Mars can nearly always be seen without any interference 
from atmospheric phenomena. The meaning of this can be 
realized by considering the probable appearance of the earth 
as seen from a distant body. According to Langley, 40 per 
cent of the vertical rays from the sun are absorbed by the 
atmosphere before they reach the solid surface. Of the 60 
per cent reaching the surface only a small part, say one 
(juai’ter, are reflected from the whitest rock ; and this quar- 
ter is largely absorbed before it escapes from the atmosphere. 
It is probable that not enough rays are reflected from the 
earth’s surface to make its details visible through the dense 
vapor-laden gases which surround it. ^ 

The sharp and sudden occultation of stars by Mars shows 
that its atmosphere is slight. If the atmosphere of Mars 
were of the same proportionate mass as that of the earth, 
it would be rarer at the surface of the planet than that of 
the earth at the summit of the Himalayas. The rarity 
of its atmosphere is shown also by the fact that there is no 
absorption near the planet’s limb. Cloudlike formations are 
sometimes visible, but they are probably due to dust, and 
curiously, they rise to great heights. 

1 The newspaper talh of communication between the earth and Mars by 
any imaginable means is utter foolishness. When we see Mars the best, the 
earth is “new” with respect to Mars, and invisible from that direction. 
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267. The Topography of Mars. — To the unaided eye Mars 
appears decidedly red, but with a telescope of even moderate 
dimensions the general ruddy surface is blotched with darker, 
1894 greenish patches, while there 

are often white polar caps. 
The dark patches are fixed 
MAY 21 and sensibly permanent, but 
the polar caps vary with the 
planet’s seasons, as was first 
JULY 2 noticed by Herschel. In the 
height of winter for a given 
hemisphere the white polar 
cap extends down 25° to 36° 
from the pole ; but as spring 
comes on it diminishes in 
size, first gradually contract- 
JULY29 around its edges, then 
breaking into parts, and 
sometimes it totally disap- 
pears. This is more easily 
observed for the south pole 
than for the north pole, be- 
AUG. 13 cause the south pole is turned 
toward us when Mars is in 
opposition near the perihelion 
SEPT 3 of its orbit. 

When the Martian winter 
comes on in a hemisphere of 
OCT. 7 the planet, the polar cap de- 
velops, but by sudden steps 
Fig. 125 — Disappearance of Polar instead of gradually. For 

Caps of Mars (Barnard). example. Oil April 9, 1890, 

W. H. Pickering photographed a moderate southern polar 
cap and a large dim surrounding area. On the next day the 
had spread all over this dim area, just as though 
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sno-w had fallen over a region as large as the United States. 
These polar caps have every appearance of being caused by 
snotv, and the manner of their appearance and disappearance 
is equally confirmatory : but it is difficult to account for 
the warm climate that their vajiishing indicates. 

If the polai caps of iVfars are due to snow, there must be 
water vapor in its atmosphere. This is a question for spec- 
troscopic investigation. Huggins and Vt.gel, in ISOt' and 
1873 respectively, found what they took ^to be traces of 
absorption by aqueous vapor, but their conclusions have not 
been supported by the more recent researches of Keeler and 
Campbell. Jewell thinks that with present instrumental 
equipment the presence of water vapor could not be certainly 
detected unless it is more abundant than it is in the earth's 
atmosphere. So far as the spectroscope is concerned the 
question is still open. 

The dark areas previously mentioned were supposed to 
be seas, and the reddish portions the continental regions. 
The rapid changes of color in low latitudes in spring were 
ascribed to the flooding of marshy regions from melting 
snows. If this is the correct division of the surface into 
land and water, the surface of this planet is only about three- 
eighths water, whereas that of the earth is about six-eighths 
water. Like the earth the greater part of the land surface 
is in the northern hemisphere. But it is very doubtful 
whether the dark areas on Mars are covered with water, for 
under good conditions they are seen covered with very com- 
plex markings, instead of having the uniformity of actual 
seas. 

268. The Canals of Mars. — In 1877 Schiaparelli made the 
first of a series of important discoveries respecting the sur- 
face markings of Mars. He found that what had been sup- 
posed to be continental areas were crossed and recrossed by 
many dark greenish streaks which always ended in the “seas.” 
They are of great length, extending along the arcs of great 
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circles from a few hundred miles up to three or four thou- 
sand miles. Each streak is very uniform in width, and the 
different streaks are from 20 to 60 miles across. These 
streaks were called by Schiaparelli canali (channels), which 
was translated into canals^ a designation unfortunately too 
suggestive, for they have no analogy with anything on the 
earth. The very narrowest of them that can be seen are 15 
or 20 miles across. Often many intersect in dark ‘‘water 
areas” called “lakes.” For example, seven canals converge 
in Lacus Phoenicis and six in Lacus Luna3. According to 
Lowell the junctions of canals are always provided with lakes, 
and conversely lakes are nowhere found except at the junc- 
tions of canals. 

In the winter of 1881-1882 Mars was again in opposition, 
though not so near the earth as at the previous one. Schia- 
parelli not only verified his earlier observations, but he also 
discovered the remarkable fact that a number of the canals 
are double ; that is, that in twenty cases two canals ran per- 
fectly parallel to each other at a distance of from 200 to 400 
miles apart. The doubling was found to depend on the 
seasons and to develop with astonishing rapidity chiefly 
when the sun was at the Martian equinox. Since his obser- 
vations were made with a modest telescope of 8.75 inches 
aperture, and since the results appeared to be so inherently 
improbable, they were at first accepted with many doubts. 
But subsequently many skilled observers, working under 
the most favorable conditions, and with the finest instru- 
ments, have verified the observations of the keen-eyed Italian, 
Among them may be mentioned Perrotin and Thollon 
at Nice, Williams of England, some of the Lick observers, 
and the Lowell observers. Lampland has recently partly 
confirmed these observations by photography at the Lowell 
observatory. On the other hand, Denning describes them 
as being somewhat irregular in direction and of varying 
while Barnard has never been able to see them. 
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Canals. The explanation of the 

SeiL wf “? certainty at 

fhS'i ^ understand at once that the data are not 

^snectf. f theory is entitled to a 

that ^ consideration. Moreover, it must he accepted 
W observer, in stating what he saw, described to the 
be^ of his ability the impression which he received. 

lhat canals are seen on Mars and that some of them are 
sometimes seen double is open to no question. It is not 
quite so certain that they run exactly along the arcs of great 
ircles and that they are of uniform width as Schiaparelli 

Km1 w • anywhere neL the 

limits of vision these would be difficult questions to settle 

aetmitely, and, moreover, some observers reach the opposite 
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conclusions. However, Lowell is quite positive in tire matter, 
and the idea that he has not in some way deceived himself 
is supported by the fact that he describes the markings on 
Mercury and Venus as streaks not having the line-like 
characteristics of those on Mars. Another important fact is 
that the canals and the visibility of their double character 



Drawing of Mars by Lowell, at 
Flagstaff. 



Drawing of Mars by Cogshall, at the 
University of Indiana. 

Fig. 127. 


yary with the seasons. In the Martian winter they are in- 
visible, but come out in the spring, sometimes with great 
rapidity. From an exhaustive study of his very abundant 
observational material, Lowell showed that the canals first 
become visible in the high latitudes along the borders of 
the polar caps, and then appear farther and farther down 
toward the equator, which they reach in about 50 days. 

There are even greater differences in the explanations of 
the canals than there are in the descriptions of their ap- 
pearance. Schiaparelli described them without attempting 
to give any explanation. Yet it is perfectly proper to 
attempt an explanation, provided we recognize its uncertainty 
until its truth has been firmly established. The explanation 
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is the thing of chief interest. It is that which stimulates 
observers to make great expenditures of time and money, for 
one would not find otherwise much pleasure in studyinc. the 
faint markings of a body which always looks smaller than an 
object an inch in diameter does at the distance of 200 yards 
W. H. Pickering suggested that the canals may be due to 
vegetation. Phis idea is to some extent supported by their 
color and the manner of their changes with the seasons. It 
does not account for their narrowness, straightness, and fre- 
quent doubling. Lowell pushed the theoiy much further 
by suiiposing that in the centers of the canals are actual 
waterways constructed by intelligent beings ; that the water- 
ways are used for irrigation purposes ; that the canals which 
are seen are due to the vegetation growing on the irrigated 
districts along the banks of the waterways ; and that per- 
haps pumping stations are needed because of the level char- 
acter of the surface to raise the water so that it will flow 
over the land. According to this view the “ lakes ” are sorts 
of oases where the irrigating waterways cross. The canals 
become visible first in high latitudes because these regions 
are first supplied with water from the melting polar caps. 

A flow of 2.1 niiles per hour would lead it to the equator in 
about 50 days. It will be seen that in this way the phenom- 
ena of the canals can be explained very well. Lowell does 
not pretend to have proved this theory ; he believes that it 
IS one of the possibilities, and that at present it best explains 
all the observed phenomena. One of the most direct obiec- 
tions to It, the question of temperature, wiU be treated in 
; the next article. 

Proctor suggested that the canals may appear double 
prough some effect of diffraction ; Stanislas, that the phe- 
sfeomena may be caused by reflections from different atmos- 
pheric strata ; and Flammarion, that they may be due to 
mirage-like refractions. These are suggestions for explain- 
ing simply the twin-like character of the canals and do not 
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give a theory of the single canals or why they vary with the 
seasons. 

Recently Evans and Maunder have carried out a series of 
very interesting experiments for the purpose of determining 
whether the canals may not after all be some sort of optical 
illusion. They used a drawing on a circular disk 5 or 6 
inches in diameter which represented fairly accurately the 
general shaded areas which have been seen on Mars. Instead 
of canals a few faint wavy lines and a larger number of faint 
dots were inserted promiscuously. This drawing was exhib- 
ited to schoolboys who were seated at various distances 
from it. They were furnished drawing paper on which were 
circles three inches in diameter, and were told to fill in care- 
fully only that which they could see on the original drawing. 
They were ignorant of the appearance of Mars and were not 
told of the purpose of experiment. 

It was found that those boys who were at such distances 
that the faint lines and dots were just beyond the limits of 
separate visibility drew canals having startling resemblances 
to those seen by observers of Mars. It is supposed that the 
eye in some way integrates faint stimuli which are sepa- 
rately imperceptible, and out of irregularly scattered dots 
constructs fine straight lines. Evans and Maunder drew 
the conclusion, perhaps somewhat hastily, that therefore the 
canals seen on Mars have no objective existence on the 
planet. 

Thus it is seen that “the doctors disagree,” and the only " 
conclusion we can draw with safety at present is that Mars 
exhibits a large amount of detail which we can not certainly 
interpret. The problem of determining directly whether Mars 
is inhabited, even with the best telescopes and under the 
finest atmospheric conditions, is as difficult as it would be to 
find whether this country is inhabited or not from a perfectly 
accurate relief map of the whole United States, made on such 
a scale that it would be only 3 inches in diameter and held 
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at a distance of 3 feet from the eve On +i ■ 
diameter of Ohio would be onlv ^ of ^ 
height of the loftiest mountain onlv i 
m. The lem,eretoe of 
ment that has been brought a<^aimt T 1 
Mars is too cold to support life In t1 *^^eory is that 
been suggested that tS polar cap™ ^ 
they .re crbon dioxide, which See"., - oT?' , 
mto a white solid resemUmg snow. When rh‘. 
rises above -109° Fahrenheit tb^ n,. .i v ^^“P^^^’^ture 
melt and evaporate Thp«(t ’i • ^ bon dioxide crystals 

fronithesnnasthe e^^dcS 

the planets radiate i nincX'rt dmiTil tf 
reyolutions as they recSyf Th. . e ® 
body (a perfectly black body), acoorfflnt.°to™Strf-'°” 'i* * 
vanes « th, fcnrth power TlXS ts““:tn'‘.:’ 

it radiat:’ iTJst trsss^.rdt “ 3f s 

times as much heat. Converselv if it ^ 

SeXotate^S.^ 

below “tt“eS 

weie taken as 60° Fahrenheit, its temperature on the abso- 
lute scale would be 490° + (60° - 32°) = 618° If we let r. 

SZ“ W ttat°'”** O' i‘ follows from 


whence 


a::518=</4:.J^9; 

a:=.82x518°-425°. 
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But 425° on the absolute scale is 425° -(490 o2 ) 33 

wSi the Fahrenheit zero. These results are obtained under 
The hypothesis that the two bodies are both perfect radiators, 
or at least, radiate similarly. The difference in the consti- 
tution of their atmospheres may cause A' 

ferent from those suggested by these figures (Ait. 114). 
At any rate, it is not safe to assume, in the light of oui 
present knowledge, that the temperature on Mars is neces- 
sarily so low as these figures suggest it may o®- 

271. The Major Planets. — It was seen m the last chapter 
that the major planets have many common characterise 
which distinguish them from the members of the terrestrial 
group. Their detailed study emphasizes the differences in 

The nearest of the major planets is Jupiter, which, even in 
opposition, is more than four times as far from us as we are 
from the sun. Because of this great distance it would not 
be possible to study fine markings, such as are found on 
Mars, even if they existed, and the difficulties are greater for 
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. It will be understood that 
some of the problems are unsolved because of the great dis- 
tances of these bodies. 


JXJPITEB 


273. Jupiter’s Satellite System. — The first objects dis- 
covered by Galileo when he pointed his teleswpe to the sky, 
in 1610, were four of the moons of Jupiter. They are barely 
beyond the limits of visibility without optical aid, and, 
indeed, could be seen with the unaided eye if they were not 
lost in the dazzling rays of Jupiter. No other satellite ot 
thfe planet was discovered until. 1892, when Barnard caugh 
a glimpse of a fifth one very close to the planet. ^ It is so 
STnall and so buried in the rays of the planet that it can be 
seen only by experienced observers through a few of tne 
largest tdescopes in the world. Early in 1905 Pernne 



the placets oof . 

0 €» i 

found by photography that Jupiter has still 
lites, which are more remote frim the phuet tL 
.iously W„. They... boll, aS M 

...d Ihei.. pih, aotu.Uyl:;'ht‘h^trSbrC‘^^^^^^^ 

^ very n.re“S.“„re“"" »*'«” 



The satellite discovered-by Barnard is called V (the fifth) 
and the others previously known in the order of their dis- 
tance from Jupiter are I, II, III, IV. The last two are for 
le present called the sixth and seventh in the order of their 
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discovery. The orbits of all the satellites, except the sixth 
and seventh, are very nearly circular, and all except those of 
the sixth and seventh lie in the plane of the planet’s equator. 
The size of the fifth satellite can be estimated only from the 
amount of light it reflects ; the four largest ones can be 
measured. The satellites all revolve around Jupiter from 
west to east except possibly the seventh, which the photo- 
graphs so far obtained seem to show, performs a retrograde 
revolution. The following table gives their distances, peri- 
ods, and diameters, the last being the results of Barnard’s 
extensive measures. 


Satellite 

Distance prom 
Center op Jupiter 

Period 

Diameter 

V (unnamed) 

I(Io) 

II (Europa) 

III (Ganymede) 

IV (Callisto) 

VI and VII (unnamed) 

112,500 mi. 

261.000 mi 

416.000 mi. 

664.000 mi, 
1,167,000 mi. 

About 7,000,000 mi. 

0 da. 11 hr. 57 m. 
Ida 18 hr. 28 m. 

8 da. IS hr. 14 m. 

7 da. 3 hr 43 m. 

16 da. 16 hr. 32 m. 
About 265 da. 

About 100 mi. 
2452 mi. 
2045 mi. 
3558 mi. 
3343 mi. 
Very small 


273. 


Markings on Jupiter’s Satellites. — The great distance 
of Jupiter renders it difficult to 
detect any but large and distinctly 
colored markings on the satellites. 
In 1890 Barnard found I to be 
elongated parallel to the equator of 
Jupiter when transiting the darker 
portions of the planet, and elon- 
gated, or double, in the opposite 
direction when over the brighter 
parts. He interpreted this as mean- 
ing that the poles of the satellite 
are dark and that the equatorial 
. belt is white. The accompanying 
cut, showing the satellite transiting 
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a light region above and a dark one below, exhibits the 
observed appearance at the left, and the actual condition at 
the right. When held at some distance from the eye they 
look the same. 

W. H. Pickering and Douglass observed the satellites III 
and IV as being of elliptical shape, and with equatorial 


stripes which had been m 

previously seen by 
Schaeberle and Camp- 
bell. Douglass found 
many markings on III, 
much like those on 
Mars, and from them 

found the period of ro- Fio m-Baimrd’s Drawings of ill and IV, 

. * 1 j. PT Dec. 10, 1893. 

tation to be about T 

days. Barnard with the Lick telescope saw none ot these 
markings, but, instead, bright polar caps and similar ones on 
IV. They are represented in the accompanying cut. Satel- 
lite V presents no sensible disk. 

274. Discovery of the Velocity of Light. — A very important 
discovery was made from observations of Jupiter’s satel- 
lites. Their periods of I'evolution were found from observa- 
tions made when the earth and Jupiter were nearest each 
other. Their periods being known, the times of eclipses could 
be predicted. Suppose this has been done and that it takes 

light a measurable time to 

travel such a distance as 

from the earth to the sun. 

\e, Then, when we are near- 

V J -^1 est Jupiter as at the 

eclipses will occur at the 
Fig. 131. predicted times. When 

the earth has gone round to they wiU be late 1^ the time 
it takes light to travel the distance From such 

observations, in 1675, Komer found that it takes light 499 




340 MTnOl>JICTI0N- TO ASTRONOMY 

second, to tovel *? .eZ% oflTgUlt ZS'. 

When the distance of light can be found 

S «9Z»ai being ia.wn, the distance to the .nn 

can be computed. Tuniter. — From its 

97^ The Atmosphere and Alueao oi jupixer 

f r5 t^^dC IS ‘zr 

SZs entelopc, r'/bUnefZ 61 

«“ ZnTZ? have 

ta into tbe Tovim atmosphere, tor rts speotrnm 
nS itaSa-ith th.t .£ sunlight, encep. for a tow 

“S'^SriC^togsand Rotations of 
is covered with . ^ety of , S-ope 

of moderate dimensions. 
The principal features are 
broad parallel belts. The 
central one is white and 
at present about 10,000 
miles wide; on each side 
is a belt of reddish brown 
color of nearly the same 
width. Several other belts 
in higher latitudes can be 
made out, though not with 
such distinctness, partly 
. Fia 132 . -Jupiter. By 3L.V. Petit fimr. because WC look 

at them obligncly. Tt. vary considerably in width, as 
the drawings (Fig. M) hy Hcngh show. 
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A good telescope reveals in the broad belts a very great 
variety of detail which continually changes as though what 
we see is clondlike in structure. Bright spots appear and 
gradually turn red and 
finally disappear. The 
most remarkable and 
most permanent spot ap- 
peared in 1878 beneath 
the southern red belt as 
a pale, pinkish oval, ex- 
tending along the belts 
30,000 miles, and about 
7000 miles in the other 
direction. In a year it 
had changed to a bright 
red color and was the 
most conspicuous object 
on the planet. It has 
since been known as ^Hhe 
great red spot.” It has 
undergone many changes 
both of color and bright- 
ness and is still generally 



faintly visible. 

From observations of 


Fig. 133. — Drawings by- Hough showing’ 
the Varying Width of Jupiter’s Equa- 
torial Belts. 


the spots it has been found 

that, on the average^ Jupiter rotates on its axis once in 
about 9 hr. 54 m., which is the shortest known period 


of rotation of any celestial body. It is necessary to speak 
of the average, for there are great differences of motion 
in spots which are very near together. The actual 
periods vary from about 9 hr. 50 m. to 9 hr. 57 m., or 
an extreme difference of about ^ of the whole period.. 
The circumference of the planet is nearly 300,000 miles, 
from which it follows that the rate of rotation at the 
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i, about 80,0^0 

two spots whose periods di J _ 350 (about) 

S ^tber at ate relaWe ^ 

^TorarXcbSe eweep along tbe surface oi tbe 
“?bl cental white « 

the fastest of any por rotation of 

north latitude abou remarkable phenomenon which is 

the equatorial zone , ,1 The rate of ro- 

also observed upon bo* ba urn ijj„eaaing distance 

"rZLlftrked dissitnilarity in the two 


ci^heri ®» 7 ‘"X 4 'rthe ^^tietn is par- 
more rapid changes tha northern of dai'k 

ticnlarly the home of Wit^Xnge is that the rates of 
ones. Another ‘''“8 Xav undmgo^vapid and large variae 
rotation of given spot y spot increased 

tions. The period following its first appearance, 

seven seconds in the eig ^ The sudden changes 

but it has been sensibly co the times of changes in 

in rotation and n o^n why the equatorial zone 

OondMon rf XX— tS 

physical condition of of 1 33 water 

Uiter has the low aver^ f^XoVperm^ent, and that 
standard, that the mar i o , • g gf the visible parts, 
there are violent Juniter may he largely gaseous 

These things indi^te tb ^ fg 2.6 times that of 

near its surface- The shallow depths, 

the earth, giving ^ the expansive tendencies 

These pressures are P the 

S..V 1,1 n-t, tftmuerature. it is sam 
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density and gravity pressure of Jupiter that its interior is 
vei’y hot. It has been supposed, indeed, by some that its 
surface is very hot and partly self-luminous ; but such can not 
be the case, for the shadows cast by the satellites on the 
planet are perfectly black, and when a satellite is in the 
shadow of Jupiter it is invisible. No disturbances dis- 
tinctly resembling volcanic activity have been observed, 
but Jupiter is so far away that they could not be seen unless 
they covered a region several hundred miles across. 

In conclusion, we shall probably be near the truth if we 
suppose that Jupiter is not in an advanced stage of its evolu- 
tion like the terrestrial planets, but that it contains enormous 
volumes of gases which are in rapid circulation both along 
and perpendicular to its surface, and that the energy of its 
internal fires still gives rise to violent motions. ^ 

278. Seasonal Changes on Jupiter. — The inclination of the 
plane of Jupiter’s equator to that of its orbit is only 3° 5'. 
It follows from this and the small eccentricity of its orbit 
that the seasonal changes are unimportant. Jupiter gets 
only much light and heat per unit area from the sun as 
the earth does, and when its internal heat becomes exhausted 
by radiation, so far as we can judge, it will lapse into a con- 
dition of perpetual frigidity. 


SATURN 


279. Saturn’s Satellite System. — Saturn has more known 
satellites than any other planet in the solar system. The 
largest one was discovered by Huyghens in 1655, then four 
more were discovered by J. D. Cassini, 1671—1684, two by 
William Herschel in 1789, one by G. P. Bond and Lassell 
in 1848, a ninth by W. H. Pickering in 1899, and a tenth by 
W. H. Pickering in 1906. The planet is so remote that 
their dimensions are only roughly known from their appar- 
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ent brightness, and we have no direct 
li any one except Titan, 

The seven winch are nearest to th p ^^t_^ 
in the plane of its ^d^ator w tl^^ 

Japetus, is inclined to it a ^ Saturn it always 

““r u-e" C»d ^ St s 
tJae sun. in the retrograde direction — that 

.evolve, MOnna ae pUnet ^*^ 

« opponte to “ “ j „i ^le BOler system 


Ro far studied.^ — 


Satellite 

Distance 
FROM Saturn 

Period 

Diameter 

I (Mimas) 

II (Enceladas) 

III (I’ethys) 

IV (Dioue) 

V (Rhea) 

VI (Titan) 

X (unnamed) 

VII (Hyperion) 
VIII (Japetus) 

IX (Phoebe) 

117.000 mi. 

157.000 mi. 

186.000 mi. 

238.000 mi. 

332.000 mi. ' 

771.000 mL 

934.000 mi. 

2.22.5.000 mi. 

7.996.000 mi. 

0 da. 22 hr. 37 m. 
Ida. 8 hr. 53 m. 

1 da. 21 hr. 18 m. 

1 2 da. 17 hr. 41 m. 

4 da. 12 hr. 25 m. 

15 da. 22 hr. 41 m. 

21 da. 6 hr. 89 m. 

79 da. 7 hr. 54 m. 
646 da. 12 hr.— 

About 600 mi. 
About 800 mi. 
About 1200 mi. 

1 About 1100 mi. 
About 1500 mi. 
About 3000 mi. 

About 500 mi. 
About 2000 mi. 
About 200 mi. 
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The preceding table gives the principal data respecting 
the satellites, and the diagram below illustrates the relative 
dimensions of their orbits to scale. 


VIII 



Fig. 134 .— The Orbits of Saturn’s Satellite System to Scale (On the same scale, 
the orbit of IX would be over 11 mches in diameter.) 


280. Saturn’s Ring System. — Saturn is distinguished 
from all the other planets by three wide, thin rings which 
surround it in the plane of its equator. They were seen by 
Galileo in 1610, but their character was not known until the 
observations of Huyghens in 1665. 

The outer ring has a diameter of 172,610 miles, a width in 
its plane of about 11,000 miles, and a thickness estimated to 
be about 50 miles. It is circular around the planet as a 
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center, and is 2200 miles is 

Inside of this ring at ^ 18,000 miles. Tire 

another ^ng whose ^thm Cassmx 

narrow zone between t § outer portion of this 

called W* *-»»• the 

— " brightest part of the 
whole ring system, and 
is fully as bright as 
the planet itself. In- 
side of this ring is 
another known as the 
crape ring, which is 
about 11,000 miles in 
width. Its inner edge 

is less than 6000 miles 
from the surface of 
juij planet. It is "very 

on its innec borders and get.^ gradnaiy brighter nntd 

it merges in the j 2??to the plane o£ the planet’s 

The rings are inclined about / F ^ Conse- 

orut and'abont 28- 1” P^rvietol Sglee. When 

“T^:li'StrSatnrn and the ring system are, aoeord- 
iag to the measures of Barnard. 



Saturn, 


Equatorial radius of g^ge of crape ring 

From center of p anet to in ^ . 

From center of g^ge of inner bright ring • 

Prom center of planet to ^ ^j^^g . . 

prom center of pla . ^ ring 

,.«Ttter of planet to outer ec^o » 


38,235 miles 
44,100 miles 

55.000 miles 

73.000 miles 
75,240 miles 
ftA ftoo miles 
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The following diagram shows the equatorial section of the 
planet and the rings to scale . 



Fig. 136. 

On this scale the thickness of the rings would be about 
of an inch, while the distance to the ninth satellite would be 
over eight feet. 

281. Constitution of Saturn’s Rings. — The bright rings 
have the same appearance of solidity and continuity as the 
planet itself. It was generally believed until about one hun- 
dred years ago that they were solid or fluid. Yet since 1716, 
when J. Cassini first mentioned the possibility, it has fre- 
quently been suggested that the rings may be simply swarms 
of meteors, or exceedingly minute satellites, revolving around 
the planet in the plane of its equator. Such small bodies 
would exert only negligible gravitational influences upon 
one another, and their orbits would be sensibly independent 
of one another except for collisions. 

The meteoric theory was first rendered probable by Laplace, 
who showed that a solid symmetrical ring would be dynamic- 
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unstable. That ^‘tlXr-aJ^harriS 

lil/e spans withstand the 

composed of iiioonce J ^1^^ gravitative forces to 

strains due to their mot Qierk-Maxwell showed from 

which they are subject. In l^T UerK 

dyaanaicjdcoosi— Kow. it 

nor fluid, and tha ^ which are nearest the j)lanet 

they are meteoric, those p .^yhich are nearest the 

will move fastest, just as P opposite would 

sun move ^gg^r Lowed by line-of-sight observa- 

be the case. In 18 inner parts not only move 

tions with the nrecisely as though they were 

tzf " ^ ^T^zt “ 

that the rings are swarms « satellites; still a 

The rings are ^ ..^^ition is known. A planet 

probable explanation o , its vicinity, and these 

Lerts tidal strains as the distance 

tendencies to rupture proved that these 

of the satellite decrease^ f fuid s^eUite of the same 
tidal forces would A^ce were less than 2.44... 

density as the plane i^^^ for denser 

radii of 1 ^ g for solid satellites, but not inuch 

satellites, and ^ J ^ dimensions. It is seen from 

less if they were o < g ^ ^l^g rmgs are 

the number, g.ven abow “j^upp^d that they are the 

within this limit. r-pni+jes that ever did actually exist, 

pulverized remains of satelb composed is 

L rather that «.e ^ ,,grega^ iteelt 

subjected to such ryravitative action, 

into a thin/remains to be mentioned. If 

e mr«eT«r“ rrSve if the racant .pace between the 
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rings known as Cassini’s division^ its period would be nearly 
commensurable with those of four of the satellites* Kirk- 
wood called attention to this relation, which is entirely 
analogous to that found in the case of the planetoids, 
Art. 247. 

282. Markings and Rotation of Saturn. — The markings on 
Saturn are much like those on Jupiter, though of course they 
are not seen nearly so well because the planet is about twice 
as far from us. There is a bright equatorial belt, and there 
are many darker zones in the higher latitudes. The polar 
regions are darker than any other parts of the planet. It is 
rather difficult to find spots conspicuous and lasting enough 
to enable observers to determine the period of Saturn’s rota- 
tion. From observations made in 1794 Herschel concluded 
that the period is 10 hr. 16 m.; Hall’s observations of a bright 
equatorial spot in 1876 gave the period of this spot as 10 hr. 
14 m. This was generally adopted as the period of Saturn’s 
rotation, particularly after it had been verified by a number 
of other observers. In 1903 Barnard discovered some bright 
spots in high northern latitudes. The work of many observ- 
ers on these spots showed that they passed around Saturn 
in about 10 hr. 38 m. This difference in period means that 
there is a relative drift between the equatorial belt and the 
higher latitudes of 800 to 900 miles per hour. 

283. Physical Condition of Saturn. — The density of 
Saturn is about 0.72 on the water standard; consequently 
it must be largely in a vaporous condition, for it is so light 
that it would float on water. Probably no considerable por- 
tion of it is purely gaseous. It seems more likely, especially 
because of its being opaque, that the gases are filled with 
minute liquid particles just as our air becomes charged with 
minute globules of water, forming clouds. 

The remarkable relative motions in the surface of Saturn 
show that it must be in a fluid condition. Doubtless it is 
a world whose evolution is not yet sufficiently advanced to 
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covered hy Herschel m 1T8 , h ^,thin 

program of examining ei ery } the sixth 

reach of his , ^hat Herschel recognized that it 

magnitude, and the fact _ presented is ample 
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and observation was due to an unknown planet more remote 
^rom the sun than Uranus. Shortly after 1840 Adams, of 
" Cambridge, England, and Leverrier, of Paris, independently 
took up the problem of finding the position of the unknown 
body from the perturbations it had produced in the motion 
of Uranus. The investigation required rare mathematical 
talents and was of the most laborious character. Adams 
finished his work first and communicated it to the Astrono- 
mer Eoyal, who, to say the least, did not take a very lively 
interest in the matter, and allowed the search to be post- 
poned. Leverrier sent his results, which agreed nearly with 
those of Adams, to the German astronomer Galle, who found 
the new planet the first evening he looked for it, September 
23, 1846. Notwithstanding the fact that both Adams and 
Leverrier made assumptions respecting the distance of the 
unknown body which were afterward found to be in error, 
their work stands as a monument to the perfection of the 
theory of the motions of the heavenly bodies. 

286. The Satellite Systems of Uranus and Neptune. — 
Uranus has four known satellites, two of which were dis- 
covered by William Herschel in 1787, and the other two by 
Lassell in" 1851. Their distances are respectively 120,000, 
167,000, 273,000, and 365,000 miles, and their periods are 
respectively 2.5 da., 4.1 da., 8.7 da., and 13.5 da., and their 
diameters probably between 500 and 1000 miles. They all 
move sensibly in the same plane, which is inclined about 98° 
to the plane of the planet’s orbit ; that is, if the plane of 
their orbits is thought of as having been turned up frorn 
that of the planet’s orbit, the rotation has been continued 8 
beyond perpendicularity, and the satellites revolve in the 

retrograde direction. _ 

Neptune has one knovra satellite, which was discovered by 
Lassell in 1846. It revolves at a distance of 221,500 miles 
in a period of 5 da. 21 hr., and its diarneter is probably about 
2000 miles. The plane of its orbit is inclined about 145 
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fleeting that it has not been possible to dra\y any certain 
conclusions from them. Nevertheless, so far as they go, they 
indicate that the period of rotation is 10 or 12 hours, 
and that the plane of the equator is inclined something like 
10® to 30® to the plane of the orbits of the satellites. In 
1894 Barnard detected a slight flattening of the disk, with 
the equatorial diameter inclined 28° to the plane of the orbits 
of the satellites. 

No certain markings have been seen on Neptune and con- 
sequently its rate of rotation has not been found by direct 
means. But by indirect processes both the position of the 
plane of the equator and the rate of rotation have been found, 
at least approximately. The dimensions and mass of Nep- 
tune are known with considerable accuracy. Now, if the 
rate of rotation were known, the equatorial bulging could be 
computed. Suppose the plane of the orbit of the satellite 
were inclined to that of the planet’s equator. Then the 
equatorial bulge would perturb the motion of the satellite ; 
in particular, it would cause a revolution of its nodes, and 
the rate could be computed. 

The problem is about the converse of that which has just 
been described. The nodes revolve, and the manner of their 
motion shows the existence of a certain equatorial bulge in- 
clined about 20® to the plane of the satellite’s orbit. The 
bulging, or ellipticity, is indicating, according to the work 
of Tisserand and Newcomb, a rather slow rotation as com- 
pared to Jupiter and Saturn. 

289. Physical Condition of Uranus and Neptune. — We can 
only infer the physical condition of Uranus and Neptune 
from that of other planets which are more favorably situated 
for observation. They are probably much in the state of 
Jupiter and Saturn, though possibly somewhat further ad- 
vanced in their evolution because of their smaller dimensions. 

One thing to be noticed is that they receive very little 
heat from the sun. The amounts per unit area are about 
2a 
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that received by the earth. If their capacity 
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and LTwere the same as that of 

for absorbing f temperatures (Art. 270) would 

the earth, 360° Fahrenheit. Nevertheless, it 

be about — 830 an -Wentune would receive only 

must not be imagine g ggen from that vast dis- 

oir ^ghtest ^oonugw. 


QUESTIONS 

1. Does the earth have ^intsYetween the earth 

2. If the inferior planets as seen from the earth? 

and snn, what would be their pW changes 

hours before they ^s^^Y^SsrS is its ai^ular diameter 

5. If the diameter of Photo is < meridian? 

- TJ 3y Phobos? 

s- -- 
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11. Compute the apparent a g observers meridiw. 
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The head is the most distinctive part of a comet, being 
always present and looking much like a circular nebula. 
Either the nucleus or tail, or both, may be absent from a 
comet, particularly if it is a small one. Comets are some- 
times so bright that they may be observed in full daylight, 
yet they are so transparent, except in their nuclei, that stars 
are observed through them without having apparently lost 
the slightest amount of light. 

There are records of about 400 comets having been seen 
before the invention of the telescope in 1609, and about 


the same number have 
been seen since that 
date. Astronomers 
now keep such close 
watch of the sky that 
from three to ten are 
discovered yearly. In 
1898 ten were found. 
They are lettered for 
each year a, 6, ... in 

the order of their dis- 
covery. They are also 
numbered each year I, 
II, III, ... in the 
order that they pass 
their perihelia ; and, 
besides, they are fre- 
quently named after 



their discoverers. fig.i39. 

Thus, comet 1904-(35 Swift’s Comet, April 7, 1892 (Barnard), 
is the first one discov- 
ered in 1904, and 1904-1 is the first one to pass its perihelion 


in the same year. 

292. Dimensions of Comets. •— Observations show that 
comets are usually very far from the earth ; that is, at dis- 
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tance* sometMng like that of the sm. In ancient they 

were generally supposed to be phenomena of the earths 

atmospliere at great altitudes. , 

Wh.en the distances of the comets and their apparen 
dimensions are known, their actual dimensions can he com- 
nuted It is found that the head of a comet may have any 
Smeter from 10,000 miles up to over 1,000,000 miles. The 
most remarkable thing about the head is that it nearly always 
contracts as the comet approaches the sun and expands again 
when it recedes. The variation in volume is very great, the 
ratio of largest to smallest dimensions sometimes being as 
ereat as 100,000 to 1. The only attempted explanation is 
that of John Herschel, who suggested that the contraction 
may be only apparent owing to the outer layers becoming 
transparent! This not only contradicts appearances, but 
there is nothing definite which supports it. 

The nucleus usually is between the smallest that can be 
seen, say 100 miles, and 5000 miles in diameter. For exam- 
ple, at one time William Herschel observed the great comet 
S 1811 when its head was more than 500,000 miles in diame- 
tL while its nucleus measured only 428 miles across. The 
nuclei vary in size during the motion of the comets, but 
Quite irregularly, and no law of variation has been discovered. 
^ The tails of comets are inconceivably voluminous. Their 
diameters are counted by thousands or tens of *ou^nds of 
miles at their heads, and by tens of thousands or 
of thousands of miles at their visible extremities. Their 
lengths are from a few miUions of miles "P 
100 000 000 of miles. The strangest thing about them is 
thafthev point Smost directly away from the sun whicheyer 

“ ..ay be gaiug" eStoI 

as the comets approach the sun, and dimmish in size and 

give visible evidence 
of remarkable tenuity, but if their densities were even one- 
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thousandth of that of air at the surface of the earth, their 
masses would not be insignificant. Their masses are com- 
puted by the same principles that are used to find the masses 
ot the planets, that is, from their attractions for other bodies. 
In the present case it would be more correct to say that 
their lack of appreciable mass is shown by the fact that they 
do not produce observable disturbing effects on bodies near 
which they pass. Many comets have had their orbits entirely 
changed by planets without their producing any sensible 
effects in return. Since the action (that is, the product of 
the mass and velocity generated) is reciprocal, this means 
that the masses of comets are very small, probably not ex- 
ceeding one-millionth that of the earth. About ke most 
striking example so far known of the feeble gravitational 
power of comets was furnished by the one discovered by 
Brooks in 1889. It passed through Jupiter’s satellite system 
in 1886 without interfering sensibly with the motions of 
these bodies, while its own orbit was transformed so that its 
period was reduced from 27 years to 7 years. 

294. ^ Orbits of Comets. — Kepler supposed comets moved 
in straight lines, but Doerfel showed that the comet of 1681 
moved in a parabola around the sun as a focus. In 1686 
Newton invented a method of computing their orbits from 
three observations of their apparent position. 

The orbits of about 400 comets have been computed, and 
as nearly as can be determined about 800 are parabolic. Of 
the remainder about 90 have been found to have elliptical 
orbits, and 6 or 8 slightly hyperbolic orbits. The parab- 
ola (Art. 163) is the^ curve which separates the family of 
ellipses from the family of hyperbolas, and it is altogether 
improbable that any comet moves exactly in a parabola. The 
question whether an orbit is elliptical or hyperbolic is an 
important one, tor if it is elliptical the comet will ultimately 
return to the sun, while if it is hyperbolic it will indefinitely 
recede. About 75 comets have elliptical orbits whose major 
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axes are short enough to insure their return to the vicinity 
of the sun. The remainder move m 

orbits and the character of their motion is less ceitain. The 
hyperbolic orbits so far found are all very near the parabolic 
liSit, and it may be that the computed deviations from it in 
this direction are all due to small errors of observation. The 
possibility of this suggestion will be accepted when it is 
Lmembered that a comet can be observed only while it is 
alout as near the sun as the earth is and while it raverses 
an insignificant part of its entire orbit. In addition, the 



Pm 140 -Showing the Slight Differences in Elliptic, ParahoUo, and Hyperholio 
PIG. 140. the Observed Portions of Cometary Orbits. 


generally diffuse character of a comet makes it very difficult 
fo locate exactly the position of its center of gravity. The 

i. .0»W like tut o£ 

Lcuratelv, by rule and compass, a circle a foot in diameter 
having give/three dots on it one-hundredth of an inch in 

diameter and one-tenth of an inch apart. ^ 

The orbits of the planets are nearly all m one plane , on 
the Shefiiand the planes of the orbits of the comets lie m 



COMETS AN1> METEORS 


361 


ism exhibit no tendency to parallel- 

1^' distributed all around the sun, but 

show a tendency to cluster in the direction in which the sun 
IS moving among the stars, that is, in the direction of Vega. 

his peculiar distribution of perihelia may have some con- 
nection with the sun’s motion. 

Some comets have perihelion points only a few hundred 

About 25 comets pass within the orbit of Mercury ; nearlv 

tW i^®®“ ®®®” within 

orbit 1 *^^® remainder all far within the 

tlnn f it must be remembered that this distribu- 

tion refers only to those comets which have been seen. It is 
precisely what would be expected even if comets were equally 
numerous with perihelion distances indefinitely grea\ for 

WhXw ®>^tirely invisible, from the 

S MaTs Ti ■ the sun is greater than that 

ars. It may well be that a vast majority of those 

which pass around the sun fail to come near enLgh to it 
to be seen from the earth. ° 

of Comets. — Notwithstanding the great di- 
versities in the orbits of the comets, there are a few groups 
whose members seem to have some intimate relation to oL 
another, or to the planets. There are two types of these 
grraps, and they are known as comet families. 

Families of the first type are made up of comets which 
pursue nearly identical paths. The most celebrated family 
iL*n ®®“PO®®'^ of the great comets of 1668, 184^ 

1 ^ smaller one seen in 1887 probably 

should be added to this list. Their orbits were not only 
nearly identical, but the comets themselves were very similar 
m every respect. _ They came to the sun from the direction 
ot binus --that is, from the direction from which the sun is 
moving with respect to the stars — and escaped the notice of 
observers in the northern hemisphere until they were near 
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perihelion. They passed half-way around the sun in a few 
hours at a distance of 100,000 or 200,000 miles, moving at 
the velocity of nearly 400 miles per second. Their tails 
extended 100,000,000 miles in dazzling splendor. 

One might think that the various members of a comet 



Fig. 141. — Jupiter’s Family of Comets. From Popular Astronomy, 


family are but the successive appearances of the same 
comet; but such is not the case, for the observations show 
that, though their orbits may be ellipses, their periods are 
600 or 800 years. This means that they recede to some- 
thing like five times the distance of Neptune from the sun. 
The most plausible theory seems to be that they are the 
separate parts of a great comet which in an earlier visit to 
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the sun was broken up by an encounter with the solar atmos- 
phere, or by tidal disturbances. 

Families of the second type are made up of comets whose 
orbits have their aphelion points and their nodes near the 
orbits of the planets. About 30 have their aphelia near 
Jupiter s orbit, and are known as J upiter’s family of comets. 
Their orbits are, of course, all elliptic, and their periods are 
from 8 to 8 years. They revolve around the sun in the 
same direction as the planets do. Half of them have been 
seen at two or more perihelion passages. These comets are 
all inconspicuous objects and entirely invisible to us except 
when they are near the earth. 

Saturn has a comet family of 2, Uranus a family of 3, 
and Neptune a family of 6 members. The terrestrial planets 
do not possess comet families. There are some comets whose 
aphelia are about twice the distance of Neptune from the 
sun, suggesting, possibly, the existence of a planet at this 
distance (Art. 254). 

296.^ The Capture Theory. — We are confronted with the 
following facts A very great majority of comets move in 
sensibly parabolic orbits. Nearly all of the strongly elliptic 
orbits are near the plane of the planetary orbits, and have 
their aphelia near the planetary orbits. These facts suggest 
that the comets which move in elliptic orbits probably have 
had their orbits changed from parabolas to ellipses by the 
disturbing action of the planet with which they are associated. 
The matter has been worked out mathematically, first by 
Laplace and more recently by H. A. Newton, and it has been 
found that if a comet passes closely in front of a planet its 
motion will be retarded so that it will subsequently move 
in an elliptic orbit, at least until disturbed in the opposite 
direction. Then the comet is said to be ‘‘captured.” It 
will, in the course of time, pass near the planet again when 
its orbit may be still further reduced, or it may be driven 
from the system on a parabola or hyperbola. 
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It is a generally accepted tlieory tliat the members of the 
comet families of the various planets have been captured, 
Jupiter has a larger family than any other planet because of 
its greater mass, and also because if a comet has been cap- 
tured originally by any planet farther from the sun, it is 
likely to have its orbit still further reduced by Jupiter. On 
the other hand when Jupiter has once reduced the orbit of a 
comet so that it is a member of the Jupiter family, it is re- 
moved from danger of important perturbations by planets 
which are more remote fi*om the sun. 

The terrestrial planets have no comet families because their 
masses are small compared to that of the sun, and because 
comets cross their orbits with great speed. 

The mass of Jupiter is not great enough to reduce a para- 
bolic comet to a member of its own family at one disturbance. 
The theory has been illustrated by Brooks’s comet, 1889-V, 
whose period, according to the investigations of Chandler, 
was reduced by Jupiter in 1886 from 27 years to 7 years. 
Lexell’s comet of 1770 furnishes an example of a disturbance 
of the opposite character. In 1770 it was moving in an 
elliptical orbit with a period of 5| years, but in 1779 it 
approached near to Jupiter, its orbit was enlarged, and it 
has never been seen again. 

297. The Origin of Comets. — The similarities of the mo- 
tions of the planets point to a common origin, and the direc- 
tion of the rotation of the sun indicates that they have been 
associated with it throughout their evolution. Reasoning on 
this basis the comets do not belong to the planetary family, 
and they probably have had quite a different origin. Since 
their orbits are normally sensibly parabolic, it follows that 
they have come to the sun from regions at least several times 
as remote as the planet Neptune. 

One hypothesis is that comets are merely small wandering 
bodies which pass from star to star, visiting our sun but once. 
The intervals of time required for any such excursions are 
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enormously greater than one would imagine if he had not 
thought much about the great distances to the stars. For 
example, suppose the great comet of 1882 actually came from 
the star Sirius. This is one of the nearest stars, having a 
parallax of 0.38". Suppose the comet moved under the 
attraction of Sirius until it got half-way through its lono- 
Journey, and that it then moved sensibly under the attract 
tion of the sun. Let us find how long it would take it to 
make this second half of the distance. The result will not 
be much in error if we suppose that the comet came in on 
an elongated ellipse whose aphelion was half-way to Sirius, 
h rom the parallax given above, it follows that the aphelion 
point would be 270,000 times as far away as the sun is from 
the earth. From Kepler’s harmonic law (Art. 188), it is 
found that it would take the comet 70,000,000 years to 
describe this part of its orbit. It would take about twice 
this time for it to come from Sirius, and eight times this 
immense interval to come from a star four times as far away; 
and but few stars are known to be within this distance. 

The figures which have been g^ven do not disprove the 
theory that the comets wander from star to star, but they 
simply show that if this hypothesis is true comets spend 
most of their time traveling and but little visiting. The 
same remarks would apply to another hypothesis, viz., that 
comets are material ejected by the stars in the violent con- 
vulsions which their enormous temperatures induce. It will 
be seen (Art. 336) that there are certain solar phenomena 
which lend some support to this explanation. 

The strongest objection to these hypotheses is,the fact that 
we are not yet certain that comets ever move in hyper- 
bolic orbits. A comet would not pass around the sun in a 
parabola unless it had no motion relative to the sun when 
it WM at a very (infinitely) great distance from the sun. 
Considering the fact that the sun is in motion with respect 
to the stars, and that they move in every possible direction. 
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it is entirely unreasonable to suppose that all the bodies 
coming from the interstellar spaces would start with sensibly 
zero relative velocities. It should be added, though, that but 
few df the hyperbolic comets would pass so near the sun that 
they could be observed from the earth. 

A closely related hypothesis is that the parabolic comets 
have in reality very long elliptic orbits, and that they have 
all been ejected from the sun. The planetary families of 
comets are supposed to have been ejected similarly from their 
respective planets. 

Another hypothesis is that comets are the products of the 
far-remote parts of an original solar nebula. This explains 
why they have such elongated orbits that they can not be 
distinguished from parabolas, and why hyperbolic orbits are 
not certainly found. According to this theory, as well as 
to that which supposes comets are ejections from the sun or 
planets, they should be composed of familiar elements. The 
spectroscope shows nearly always the presence of hydro- 
carbon compounds, and sometimes sodium and iron when the 
comet is near the sun. The fact which throws most suspicion 
on this theory is that the comets show no tendency to move 
near the plane of the planetary orbits. However, the test 
is not crucial and does not disprove the theory. 

298. Theories of Comets' Tails. — As has been stated, 
comets’ tails usually project directly away from the sun. 
This suggests a repellent action on the part of the sun. It 
was first suggested by Olbers as early as 1812 that the repul- 
sion is electrical, due to different electrical conditions of the 
sun and comets. This theory has been developed in detail 
by Bredichin of Moscow, and the intensity of the repulsion 
has been computed in a number of cases from the photo- 
graphs of the tail at different times. If the comet first repels 
the particles and then the sun repels them also, it can be 
shown that they will stream out away from the sun. Because 
of the motion of the comet the tail will be slightly curved in 
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the direction from which the comet has come. Now electri- 
cal repulsion is a surface action, while gravitation is a mass 
(volume for constant density) action. Consequently small 
^ molecules will be repelled, relatively to their attraction by 
■ the sun, much more strongly than large molecules, and the 
tails which they produce will be more nearly straight. Bred- 
ichin supposes the long, straight tails are due to hydrogen 
gas, the ordinary curved tails to hydrocarbon gases, and the 
short, stubby, and much curved tails, which are sometimes seen, 
to the vapor of metals. Sometimes a single comet will have 
.several tails of different types. 

If bodies are to repel each other they must be similarly 
electrified. When a body is subject to ultra-violet light, 
negatively electrified particles are given off. Moreover, at 
least the hydrogen in the sun’s atmosphere seems to be 
negatively electrified. So we may propound the following 
- plausible theory. Suppose a comet comes toward the sun 
from remote space without an electrical charge. The ultra- 
violet rays from the sun will drive off negatively charged 
particles which will be repelled by the negative charge°on 
the sun and wiU form a tail. The repulsion will depend 
upon the size of the particles and the potential of the sun. 
The remainder of the comet will be positively charged and 
consequently will be electrically attracted by the sun. But, 

' since the particles driven off will be only an exceedingly 
small part of the whole comet, this attraction will not be 
great enough sensibly to alter the comet’s motion. 

Another theory, which merits careful attention, has been 
urged by Arrhenius. According to Maxwell’s electromag- 
netic theory, light exerts a pressure upon bodies upon which 
it falls proportional to the light energy in a unit of space. 
For bodies of any considerable magnitude the repulsion is 
very small, though it has been detected and measured by 
Nichols and Hull. But for minute bodies, as a ten-thou- 
sandth of an inch in diameter, the pressure may greatly 
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exceed the sun’s gravitation. This, of course, depends upon 
the intensity of the radiation to which it is subject. And 
smaller bodies are repelled relatively still more until their 
diameters are as small as a wave length of light, say some-, 
thing like one fifty-thousandth of an inch. Then, aa,’ 
Sohwarzschild has shown, the pressure becomes relatively, 
as well as actually, less. 

Arrhenius supposes that the violent motions and collisions 
in the head of a comet break up the solid parts into minute 



Fi0. 142. — Photographs of 1893-IV (Brooks), taken by Barnard, November 2 and 
November 3 , The photographs were supei’ijosed in making the cut, and show 
a change of 16° in the direction of the tail, while there was a change of , 
only 1° in the direction of the comet from the sun, 

particles which are driven away from the sun by light press- < 
ure. It is scarcely doubtful that this action takes place, ' 
but at present it is rather generally supposed that electrical ; 
repulsion also plays a part in producing the sti*ange phenom- 
ena of comets’ tails. 

There are often sudden and great changes in the charac- 
ter and luminosity of comets’ tails which no theory explains. 
Ifor example, secondary tails sometimes develop making an 
angle of as much as 45° with the line from the sun. Stranger 
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Still, Barnard found that the tail of Brooks’s comet rotated 

rough an angle of 10°, while the direction of the comet 
irom the sun changed but a single degree. 

299. -Disintegration of Comets. - The particles that leave 
the head of the comet to form its tail are never gathered up 
again by the comet. In this way the material of which 
comets are composed becomes widely scattered. 

The sun raises tides in the comets just as it does in the 
planets, but iu comets they are much greater, for the mutual 
attractions of the various parts of these tenuous bodies are 
very feeble. The limit of tidal disintegration found by Roche 
OQ 1 ^ revolving around its primary in a circle (Art. 
-oi;. The conditions are somewhat different for a body 
moving m a parabola, for the figure of equilibrium changes 
with the distance, but the results are of the same general 
character. The limits of tidal disintegration are very great 
tor comets because of their extreme tenuity. Yet it is not 
to be supposed that comets will ordinarily be torn into 
widely separated fragments. When the particles have be- 
come separated so that they pursue essentially independent 
paths, they will follow nearly similar orbits, depending upon 
their initial positions and velocities. After a disintegrated 
comet has receded to a great distance from the sun, the 
mutual gravitation of the parts may assemble them again 
into a body whose density depends upon its constitution. 
It follows tha,t tidal forces do not immediately widely scat- 
ter the material of which a comet is composed. 

There is another factor which may be, in particular eases, 

01 importance. The planets exert disrupting forces like that 
of the sun. These disturbances may conspire with those due 
to the sun and produce radical changes. 

Evidently a comet would be destroyed by striking the sun, 
a planet, or a large satellite. ■ There seems to be a large 
quantity of meteoric matter circulating around the sun, and 
collisions with this would also tend toward the disintegration of 
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comets There is evidence that encounters of this sort occur 
occasionally, if not frequently. At least one comet of Jupi- 
ter’s family (Encke’s) had its motion retarded by some un- 
seen a^'ent at several appearances, after which, moving in a 
different orbit, it did not suffer so great a disturbance ; one 



Fig 143 -Brooks’s Comet, stowing Broken Tail. rhotograi>1ml htj Barnard, 

Oct.22,18VS, 

comet (Biela’s) was broken in two, or separated into two 
parts, which subsequently traveled independent paths ; while . 
more recently photography has shown that the tails of sev- 
eral comets have been suddenly broken up in the most star- 
tling manner. , j. 

In conclusion we shall be safe in believing that a comet 
may move around the sun in a parabolic orbit without being 
totally, or even largely, disintegrated; but that if a comet is 
captured and becomes a permanent member of the system, 
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it is only a question of time until the material of which 
the tail is composed will be entirely driven away, and until 
the remainder will be so scattered that it will be mvisible, 
except possibly in the faint illumination which is character- 
istic of the blackest sky. As confirmatory of this view it 
may be noted that the members of Jupiter’s family have 
small tails, or none at all ; that this comet family does not 
contain many members ; and that a number of comets have 
totally disappeared, presumably by disintegration. 

300 . Historical. — In this article some of those comets which 
have exhibited phenomena of unusual interest will be men- 
tioned. The bearing of their peculiarities upon the more 
general discussions which have preceded will be at once 
evident. 

Obmet 0 / 1680. — This comet is worthy of note as being 
•the first one whose orbit was computed on gravitational prin- 
ciples. Newton made the computation and found that its 
period is about 600 years. It is also one of the family of 
comets mentioned in Art. 295. At its perihelion it was in 
the sun’s corona and only 140,000 miles from its surface. It 
flew along this part of its orbit at the rate of 370 miles per 
second. Its tail was 100,000,000 miles long. 

Oomet q/’1682 (Halley's Oomef). — The orbit of this comet 
was computed by Newton’s friend Halley. He found that 
it was almost identical with that of the comets of 1607 and 
1531. He came to the conclusion that these various comets 
were but different appearances of the same one, whose period 
is about 75 years. The records of comets in 1456, 1301, 
1145, and 1066 confirmed this view, for these dates differ from 
1682 by nearly even multiples of 75 years. Halley predicted 
that the comet would next appear March 13, 1759. It came 
from beyond Neptune’s orbit and passed its perihelion within 
a month of the time predicted. This was the first verifi- 
cation of such a prediction. The comet appeared again in 
1835, when it passed within 5,000,000 miles of the earth. 
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It had at one time a short tail projecting toward the sun, a 
luminous sector which, according to Bessel, oscillated back 
and forth in a period of 4.6 days. On the 23d of January, 
1760, it was without sensible disk, but the next day its light 
had increased twenty-fold, it had a disk like Neptune, and the 
nucleus was inclosed in a nebulous sheath. Its next return 
will be in 1910. 

Oomet of 1811. — This comet was visible from March 26, 
1811, until August 17, 1812, and was carefully observed by 
William Herschel. He discovered from the changes in its 
brightness that it shone partly by its own light, which devel- 
oped rapidly as it approached the sun. Its tail was at one 
time 100,000,000 miles long and 15,000,000 miles in diame- 
ter. This comet suggested to Olbers the electrical repulsion 
theory of comets’ tails. 

Enche's Qomet (1819). — This was the first member of 
J upifer’s family of comets which was discovered, and it has 
the shortest known period, 3| years. It is an inconspicuous 
telescopic object, but is noted for the fact that its period was 
shortened, presumably by encountering some resistance, about 
21 hours each revolution until 1868 ; since then the change 
in the period has been only one-half as great. Its change 
of volume has been extraordinary. On October 28, 1828, it 
was 135,000,000 miles from the sun and had a diameter of 
312,000 miles ; on December 24, its distance was 50,000,000 
miles and its diameter was 14,000 miles ; while at its 
perihelion passage on December 17, 1838, at a distance of 
32,000,000 miles, its diameter was only 3000 miles. 

Biela's Qomet (1826), — This comet is also a small member 
of Jupiter’s family and has a period of about 6.6 years. It 
api3eared according to predictions in 1846. On the first of 
December it presented no unusual appearance, by the 20th it 
had become quite elongated, and by the first of January it 
had separated into two parts. They traveled along parallel 
orbits about 160,000 miles apart. At this time they were 
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undergoing considerable changes in brightness, usuallj' alter- 
nately, and sometimes they were connected by a faint stream 
of light. At their appearance in 1852 the two components 
were 1,500,000 miles apart, and they have never been seen 
again, although searched for most carefully. 

Be Fzco s Comet (1844). — This comet was a small member 
of Jupiter’s family, describing its orbit in 6 j^ears. It is 
woitliy of especial notice only because it never has been seen 
at subsequent approaches to the sun. 

Broraen's Comet (1846). — This comet has a period of 5.5 
fears. It was observed at four returns after its discovery, 
but has since entirely escaped detection. 

Bonati'a Comet (1858). — This was one of the greatest 
comets of the century. It was visible with the unaided eye 
112 days, and through the telescope for more than 9 
months. Its tail subtended an angle of 30° as seen from the 
earth, and was 54,000,000 miles long. Its period of revolu- 
tion is more than 2000 years, and at its aphelion it is 5.5 
times as far from the sun as Neptune is. Its motion is retro- 
grade. 

Tehhutfa Comet (1861) This comet was of great dimen- 

sions, but is noteworthy chiefly because the earth passed 
through its tail. As could have been anticipated from the 
excessive tenuity of comets’ tails, the earth experienced no 
sensible effects from the encounter. 

Great Comets of 1880 and 1882. — These comets are two 
members of the most remarkable family of comets traveling 
in the same orbits. Both comets, as well as the earlier mem- 
bers of the same family, were remarkable for their vast dimen- 
sions, their brilliance, and their close approach to the sun. 
The comet of 1882 was observed both before and after 
perihelion passage. Although it swept thi’ough several hun- 
dred thousands of miles of the sun’s corona, its orbit was not 
sensibly altered. Yet it gave evidence of having been subject 
to violent disrupting forces. After perihelion passage it 
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was observed to have as many as five nuclei, while Barnard 
and other observers saw in the immediate vicinity as many as 
six or eight small, comet-like masses, apparently broken from 
the large body, traveling in orbits parallel to it. They all 
speedily became invisible. After perihelion passage this 
comet had a projection toward the sun something like a 
second tail. It was observed by Barnard until it had 
receded almost to the orbit of Jupiter. No other comet 
has been followed by observers to such a remote dis- 

ijBiUCC* 

From 1882 to the present time no very brilliant comet has 
appeared. This interval is noteworthy for the number^ of 
periodic comets discovered, and for the successful application 
of photography to the study of their structure and changes. 
It has been found that comets often vary greatly in dimen- 
sions and in light-giving power in short intervals, that the 
t ails generally present a complicated structure of long rays 
and local condensations which change with great rapidity, 
and that the breaking off of considerable portions of comets 
heads are by no means of unusual occurrence. 

301. Meteors. — On a clear, moonless night a “shooting 
star” can be seen darting across the sky every five or ten 
minutes. It is sometimes, erroneously stated that stars have 
been seen to “ shoot,” but evidently the observer was mis- 
taken. In 1798 Brandes and Benzenberg, at Gottingen, 
began to observe meteors at a distance of^ a few miles from 
each other. By getting the apparent positions of the begin- 
ning and end of the path of a meteor from both stations, and 
the time of its flight, they were able to compute its absolute 
positions with respect to the earth, and the velocity of its 
motion. They, and many later observers, have found that 
meteors appear at altitudes of 60 to 100 miles, and that 
they move over paths of 40 or 50 miles at a rate of from 10 
to 40 miles per second (Art. 112). 
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The light given out by meteors is due to their being heated 
by friction with the atmosphere. If a meteor moving at the 
rate of 25 miles per second should take up half the heat 
generated by having its velocity destroyed, its temperature 
v^ould be increased 97,000° Centigrade, provided its specific 
heat were unity. This explains why meteors are genera-lly 

consumed before they 
reach the surface of the 
earth. The products of 
their oxidation and pul- 
verization fall in the 
form of dust. 

When the distance, 
duration of luminosify, 
and brightness of a me- 
teor are known, the total 
amount of light radiated 
can be calculated. If 
all the energy were 
transformed into light, 
this calculation would 
give the total amount of 
kinetic energy possessed 
by the meteor. The ki- 
netic energy is propor- 
tional to the mass of the 
meteor times the square 
of its velocity. Since 
the velocity is known, this I’elation gives a means of finding 
out something of the mass of a meteor. The uncertainty 
lies in our incomplete knowledge of the fraction of the whole 
energy which is transformed into light. But, making what 
seem to be safe assumptions, it turns out that the masses of 
meteors are only small fractions of an ounce. 

302. Numbers of, Meteors. — An observer can see half ot 
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the sky at once, but be can not see half of the meteors which 
strike into the earth’s atmosphere. The reason is that the 
atmosphere is relatively very thin, and meteors can be seen 
only when they encounter it near the observer. If the earth 
were represented by a sphere a foot in diameter, the thick- 
ness of the atmosphere on the same scale would be only one- 
ninth of an inch. Clearly only an exceedingly small part of it 
is within the I’ange of a single observer. 

From very many counts of the number of meteors that can 
be seen at a single place during a given time, it has been com- 
puted that between 10,000,000 and 20,000,000 strike into the 
earth’s atmosphere daily. There are probably several times 
as many as this which are so small that they escape observa- 
tion without telescopic aid. 

Meteors enter the earth’s atmosphere from every direction. 
Their places and velocities of encounter depend both upon 
their own velocities and also upon that of the earth arotmd 
the sun. The side of the earth which is ahead encounters 
more meteors than any other, for it receives not only all 
those which it TTzeets, but also those which it ovcTtctkcs^ while 
the part behind receives only those which overtake the earth. 
The meridian is on the forward side of the earth in the morn- 
ing and on the rearward side in the evening. It is found 
that more meteors are seen in the morning than in the even- 
ing, and that their relative velocities are greater. 

303. Meteoric Showers. — Occasionally unusual numbers of 
meteors are seen, and then it is said that there is a meteoric 
shower. There have been a few instances in which meteors 
were so numerous that they could not be counted, but 
usually not more than one or two appear in a minute. 

At the time of a meteoric shower the meteors are not only 
more numerous than usual, but a majority of them move so 
that when their paths are projected backward, they pass 
through, or very near, a point in the sky. This point is 
called the radiant point of the shower, for the meteors all 
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appear to radiate from it. Those "whose lines do not pass 
through the radiant point constitute the strays "which are 
always appearing. 

The most conspicuous meteoric showers occur on Novem- 
ber 15 and November 24 yearly. The former have their 



Fia. 146. — Leonids. Charted by Upton at Providence, R.I., Nov. 15, lOOl. 


radiant in Leo within the sickle, and are called the Leonids. 
Prom the position of this constellation (Art. 41) it follows 
that they can be seen only in the early morning hours. The 
latter have their radiant in Andromeda, and are called the 
Andromids. They can be seen only in the early part of the 




COMETS AND METEORS 


S79 


night. The Leoruds and Andromids are not equally numer- 
ous every year. Great showers of the Leonids occurred in 
1833 and 1866, an.d less remarkable ones, though greater 
than the ordinary, in 1898 and 1901. The Andromids ap- 
pear m unusual numbers every thirteen years. 

Besides these meteoric showers, according to Dennino- 
nearly 3000 other less conspicuous ones hafe been founf: 
The Perseids appear for a week or more near the middle 

of August, the Lyrids on April 20, the Orionids on Octo- 
ber 20, etc. 



Fig. 147. 


304. Explanation of the Radiant Point. — In 1834 Olmsted 
showed that the apparent radiation of meteors from a point 
IS due to the fact that they move in parallel lines, and that 
we see only the projection of their motion on the celestial 
in Fig. 147, the actual paths of the meteors 
are AB^ but their apparent paths as seen by an observer at 
0 are J.(7. When these lines are all continued, backward, they 
meet in the point which is in the direction from which the 
meteors come. 

It follows that the meteors which give rise to the meteoric 
showers are moving in vast swarms along orbits which inter- 
sect the orbit of the earth. When the earth passes through 
the ^ point of intersection, it encounters the meteors and a 
shower occurs. Thus, the orbit of the Leonids touches the 
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orbit of tlie earth at the point which the earth occupies on 
No«mlri4. In this esse the earth meets the meteors, 
while the Andromids overtake the earti. _ 

M5 The Orbits of Meteors. - It was shown m Art. 801 

how L veloeity of a -"j" ^ relX 

r^rTeltrot trittrirtha/of the earth 
ulil ameteor gete within shout 160,000 miles of the earth 
rt ifa^^S b? the sun more than by 

" “rAefnrtirveloeity and the two 

“* StrLume provisionally that the meteors are moving 

iasssgis 

earth’s attraction ^ from an infinite distance 

miles per second in a body falling « attracting it or 

into its atmosphere, te whe» the earth 

not. The greatest relative ^locfiy ^^^ 50 miles per second, 
and meteor meet, which is 25 + J + the eLth, which 

The least will be when the t^, rneteors did 

be lower, ‘O' observations go, although Urey can 

"be "omTe” 

rei o'^rSL: butrnry ar. permanent members of 

%t‘LSry taown that ‘•'O-"'* SlS 
, the meteoric showers move m elliptic orbits, ibeir 
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points give the direction of their motion, while their veloci- 
ties, the periods from their maximum display to maximum 
display, and the perturbations their orbits undergo are suffi- 
cient to enable astronomers to discover the character of their 
orbits. The Leonids move in ellipses with a period of 33| 
years. Hence at their aphelion they are but a little beyond 
the orbit of Uranus. Since they are not scattered uniformly 
along their orbit, the times of maximum display occur every 
33 or 34 years. The Andromids move around the sun in 
about years. 

306 . Connection between Comets and Meteors. — In 1866 
Schiaparelli showed that the August meteors move in the 
same orbit as Tuttle’s comet of 1862. That is, the comet 
was but a bright member of the series of bodies traveling in 
its orbit. In 1867 Leverrier found that the Leonids move 
in the same orbit as Tempel’s comet of 1866, while Weiss, of 
Vienna, showed that the meteors of April 20 and a comet of 
1861 moved in the same orbit, and that the paths of the 
Andromids and Biela’s Comet were likewise the same. 

The relations of the orbits of meteors to those of comets 
point to the theory that a comet is captured by a planet, 
the material of which the tail is composed is driven off into 
space, and the remaining material is scattered along the 
orbit by the disintegrating forces to which it is subject. If 
the orbit intersects that of the earth, a meteoric shower 
occurs when the earth and the meteors arrive at the intersec- 
tion point at the same time. The Leonids were shown by 
Leverrier to have been captured by Uranus in 126 a.d. 

307 . Effects of Meteors on the Solar System. — The most 
obvious effect of the numerous meteors which swarm in the 
solar system is a resistance both to the rotations and the 
revolutions of all the bodies. As was stated in Art. 126,, 
the effects of meteors upon the rotation of the earth are at 
present exceedingly slight, and it is very probable that their 
influences upon the rotations of the other members of the sys- 
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to .» alBO toppreoiable. A retodation in the 
motion of a body causes its orbit to decrease m sis . . 

SO far as the meteors affect the planets in this y, 7 
cause them to approach the sun continually. 

Another effect of meteors upon the mmbers of 
system is to make them all grow by the accretion of 
matter which may have come originally from far 
known limits of the system. As the masses increase, their 




Fig. 148. —Meteorite which fell at Long Mand, pound 

Photographed hy Farrington. 

mutual attractions increase and their orbits 

Looking to the past, «e are struck by ‘>>e P°ss>b*V « 

accretion of meteoric matter may have factor 

torruer times, and that it may have been a. 

in the growth of the planets from much smaller bodies. 

m ^Meteorites. - Sometimes bodies weighing from a few 
pords Leral hundred dash into 

phere, glow brilliantly from the heat 5.® 

tion, ;oar like a waterfall, produce ®®®ff ^^triodlfaJe 
nations, and end by falling on the earth. Such bodies are 

called meteorites, siderites, or aerolites. 
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About two or three meteorites are seen to fall yearly ; 
but, since so large a part of the earth is covered with water 
or is uninhabited for other reasons, it is probable that at least 
100 strike the earth. The' outside of a meteorite during its 
passage through the air is subject to intense and sudden 
heating, and the rapid expansion of its surface layers often 
breaks it into many fragments. The surface is fused and on 
striking cools rapidly. The result is that it has a black, 
glossy structure, usually with many small pits where the less 
refractive material has been melted out. 



Fig. 149. — Iron Meteorite from Canon Diablo, Arizona ; weight 265 pounds. 

Photographed by Farrington. 

Since meteors pass entirely through the atmosphere in a 
few seconds, only their surfaces give evidence of the extremes 
of heat and pressure to which they have been subjected in 
their final flight. 

Most meteors are composed of stone, though often mixed 
with some metallic iron. Even where pure iron is not pres- 
ent some of its compounds are usually found. About three 
or four out of every hundred are nearly pure iron with a little 
nickel. All together about 30 elements which occur else- 
where on the earth have been found in meteorites, but no 
strange ones. Yet their structure is quite different in some 
respects from that of terrestrial substances. They have 
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necuMar crystals, they show hut little oxidation, and no ac- 
tion of water, and they'contain in their J 

larae quantities of occluded gases, some of which are com- 
bustible According to Farrington, some give evidence of 
fragmentation and recementation, ' 

(fracture and sliding of one surface on anothei), and others, 
veins where foreign material has been deposi e 



309 . Theories respecting Origin of Meteorites, 
known that meteorites were but meteors which are so 
that they reach the earth before they are completely oxidized 
“XeSed, «e n.ight justly conclude « 
ably the remains of disintegrated comets. This would enable 
to learn certain things about comets which can not be 
settled yet But no meteorite is known certainly to have been 
f member of any meteoric swarm. However, two meteorites 
U Wlcn during the to of “tone Aowecjc xa 
France, at the time of the Lyrids in 1905, and the otner in 
Mexico, lust before the Andromids in 188o- 

The stoucture of some meteorites is more bke that of lava 
^ro^deep volcanoes than anything else found on the earth. 
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One theory has been that they have been ejected by volcanic 
explosions from the moon, planets, or perhai^s the sun. This 
theory would account for many of their characteristics, and 
would explain why they contain only familiar elements, at 
least if the other bodies of the solar system contain only 
those found on the earth. But it does not explain so well 
the fragmentation, faulting, and veins found hy Farrington, 
for forces great enough to produce ejections would scarcely 
be found without heat enough to produce at least fusion. 

Chamberlin has maintained that they may be the debris of 
bodies which have been broken up by tidal strains when they 
have passed within the Roche limit. When suns travel 
around other suns, it is probable that occasionally they pass 
so near each other that their planets (if they have any) are 
broken up. More rarely the suns themselves are disinte- 
grated. Indeed, this may be the origin of all cometary and 
meteoric matter. Whether it is or not, there is a possibility 
of disintegration here which must be taken into account in 
any theory of cosmical evolution. 

The present desiderata are more accurate determinations 
of comets’ orbits to find whether any of them are really para- 
bolic, more accurate determinations of the velocities of meteors 
to find whether they ever come into our system on parabolic 
or hyperbolic orbits, and finally the settling of the question 
whether meteors and meteorites are really related. 

QUESTIONS 

1. What sort of observations would be made to prove that comets 
are not in the atmosphere of the earth as the ancients supposed they 
were ? 

2. If a comet shone entirely by reflected light, how would its lumi- 
nosity depend upon its distance from the sun and from the earth? 

3. If a comet, forming an equilateral triangle with the earth and 
sun, gave one hundred times as much (reflected) light as a first-magni- 
tude star, how much light would it give when it was in opposition at the 
distance of Jupiter? 
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4 Could the earth capture a comet and mate it revolve around 
the earth like a satellite? Hint. At what rate would a comet pass 
the earth’s orbit (Art. 165) ? Compare this with the earth s velocity 

“^Tcai'^ou^tlsign any mason why comets should contract when 
approacMng ^e^sun^^ 

posed repelled so it never approaches the sun at all with the remaindei 

On the repulsion theory, should a, comet’s tail be equally long 
when it is approaching the sun and when it is receding . 

8. Make a list of the fairly well-explained cometary phenomena, and 
of those for which no satisfactory theory exists. 

9. Make observations to determine how many meteois can be seen 

10. ^H^possible, locate the radiant point of some meteoric shower. 

11. Meteors often leave luminous tiails which persist ^ ^ 

utes. If you are fortunate enough to see one, observe f’^efully whether 
the trail drifts with respect to the stars, and from the length of time o 

the motion and the angular change /jf f 
height of 50 miles) the actual velocity of the luminous tiail. This will 
be very nearly the velocity of the atmosphere at this height. 1± the 
motio/of the^trail with respect to the stars is observed, will it be neces- 
sary to make a correction for the diurnal motion of the stars in getting 
the motion with respect to the earth's surface ? • . 

ir Estimate the intervals of time during which meteors are visiMe; 
assume that they are 50 miles away and moving at nght angles to the 
line of sight; from these data compute the velocity of motion. 
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THE SUX 

310. Problems of the Sun. — The sun must be considered 
from two points of view. In the first place, it is the domi- 
nant member of the solar system, governing the motions of 
the planets, illuminating and heating them with its bountiful 
rays, and it is inseparably associated with their evolution. 
For this reason it is an object of the highest importance in 
studying the solar system. In the second place, the sun is a 
star, and the only one of the millions revealed to us by our 
telescopes which is so near that it can be studied in its 
separate parts. Consequently, in approaching the broad 
problem of determining the conditions, constitution, and evo- 
lution of the stars, the sun would be the first object studied, 
and the one likely most amply to repay study. The problems 
arising in the two ways largely overlap. 

Specifically, the problems respecting the sun are its di- 
mensions, its mass, its motions, its radiating power, its 
temperature, the sources of its heat, its physical condition, 
its chemical constitution, and its evolution. 

The dimensions and mass of the sun were given in the 
chapter on the solar system (Arts. 237, 240). The motion 
of the sun with respect to the stars will be treated in the last 
chapter. 


THE SUX’S HEAT 

311. Light and Heat received from the Sun. — It is a mat- 
ter of universal observation that the sun furnishes the earth 
with an enormous amount of light. The brightest artificial 

387 
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light ever used for illumination is dull in comparison with it* 
Even wlicn the sun’s light is largely cut off by dense clouds 
and enters a room only tlirough windows, a lighted lamp 
compared with it pales into insignificance as a source of 
illumination. 

Physicists have devised methods of measuring the relative 
amounts of light received from different sources. It is found 
that the sun sends to the earth 600,000 times as much light 
as is received from the full moon. Or, expressed in other 
units, the illumination due to the sun is over 60,000 times 
that of a standard candle at a distance of a yard. 

Light is a wave motion in the ether, and waves of only 
a limited, range of lengths affect the eye as light. Those 
which are too long to stimulate the optic nerve as light are 
heat waves, and those which are too short are the chemical 
rays. Clearly, in a discussion of the radiation of a body like 
the sun, all rays should be included whether they can be seen 
or not. The longest waves in the I’ed which affect the or- 
dinary eye as light are about of an inch in length, 

while the shortest ones visible in the violet are about 
of an inch in length. In the phraseology of acoustics, this 
is less than an octave, while the ear is sensitive to ten octaves 
of sound. 

It is possible to measure quite accurately the amount of 
radiant energy which reaches the surface of the earth, but 
the atmosphere absorbs a portion which can be determined 
only indirectly. Perhaps the best estimates of this atmos- 
pheric absorption were made by Langley, wlio measured 
simultaneously the intensity of the radiation received from 
the sun at the summit of Mount Whitney, 14,887 feet above 
the sea, and at its base. He came to the conclusion that 40 
per cent of the rays striking a clear atmosphere perpen- 
dicularly are absorbed before they reach the solid surface. 
Later determinations, recognizing the great absorbing power 
of the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, have led to the con- 
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elusion that a still larger portion is absorbed. The absorp- 
tion is greatest in the violet end of the spectrum, and least 
in the red. Langley found that the absorption is inversely as 
the wave length. The blue rays are largely absorbed when 
the sun, is near the horizon, and this is the reason it looks 
red when setting, while it is white when near the meridian. 

If all the radiant energy which the earth receives from 
the sun were transformed into mechanical energy, it would 
amount to three horse power for every square yard exposed 
perpendicularly to the suns rays. Of course, only a small 
part of this energy can be used for mechanical purposes. 
Besides, its amount varies greatly with weather conditions, 
and always vanishes entirely at night. Consequently, with 
present appliances, the sun is not a very satisfactory direct 
source of mechanical energy ; still, in the cloudless skies of 
southern California, solar engines have been employed in 
pumping water for irrigation. But we must not forget that 
all of the mechanical energies which are available have been 
obtained indirectly from the sun. 

In the evolution of organic existence on the earth the sun 
has been as important a factor as the earth itself. Conse- 
quently geologists and biologists have a deep, though in- 
direct, interest in solar theories. The question of most 
immediate interest is whether the same amount of heat is 
always received from the sun under the same conditions of 
distance. It seems reasonable that there may be some slow 
change, but it has not been supposed until recently that there 
were any sensible short-period variations. Two years ago 
(1904) Langley and Abbott announced the startling result 
that they had found conclusive evidence that the radiant 
energy received from the sun sometimes varies bj^ as much 
as 10 per cent in a few days. However, a short change of 
this amount produces no important climatic changes. If it 
were to persist indefinitely, the mean temperature of the 
earth would be changed by only 12° Fahrenheit. 
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312. The Energy radiated by the Sun. — The earth as 
seen from the .sun subtends as small an angle as Mars does 
when viewed from the earth. Although this is an exceed- 
ingly small part of the whole sphere surrounding the sun, 
the heat received by the earth is very great ; therefore the 
sun must radiate inconceivable amounts. It can be pictured. 
to our understanding only by stating some of the things it 
might do. 

The energy radiated per square yard from the sun is 
equivalent to 140,000 horse power. To generate this energy 
a layer of anthracite coal 25 feet thick would have to be 
consumed hourly. The heat radiated by the sun would melt 
a layer of ice 4000 feet thick every hour all over its surface. 
Only about ido.ooo. u o 'o energy which the sun 

pours forth is intercepted by the planets, the rest traveling 
on through the ether to the regions of the star’s at the rate of 
186,000 miles per second. 

313. The Temperature of the Sun. — Although the amount 
of radiant energy emitted by the sun is fairly accurately 
known, yet it is a difficult problem to find its temperature. 
The first difficulty arises from the fact that there is no single 
surface which alone radiates. There is an enormous highly 
heated atmosphere around the sun which gives out radiant 
energy and absorbs part of that which comes from a more 
highly heated interior. This absorption is strikingly shown 
by the fact that the sun’s disk is brightest at the center, 
gradually darkening toward the edge, until at the limb it 
is only one-third as bright as it is in the center of the disk 
(see Fig. 158). Langley believed that if the sun’s absorb- 
ing atmosphere were removed, it would radiate three or four 
times as much light and heat as at present, and that it would 
be decidedly blue. 

Another difficulty arises from the fact that it is not known 
how radiation varies with the temperature, particularly where 
the temperatures are excessive, as they are in the sun. 
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Newton assumed that a body radiates directly proportional 
to its temperature. If this were so it would be an easy 
matter to find the temperature of a body whose rate of radia- 
tion is known. On the basis of this law it would follow that 
the sun’s temperature is something like 4,000,000° Fahrenheit. 
But it is known, both from experiment and from theoretical 
considerations, that Stefan's law (x\rt. 270), which asserts 
that the radiation varies as the fourth power of the absolute 
temperature, represents quite accurately the truth for mod- 
erate temperatures. It follows from this law as a basis for 
computation that the teinx^erature of the sun is about 
10,000° Fahrenheit. Or, it would be more accurate to say 
that a radiating surface having this temperature would radi- 
ate at about the same rate the sun does. This tempei^ature, 
which is several thousand degrees higher than has been ob- 
tained so far in the most powerful electrical furnace, is now 
generally regarded as being somewhere near the truth for 
those portions of the sun which are near enough the surface 
so that their radiations escape directly into space. Undoubt- 
edly the interior is vastly hotter. 

Another method, used first by Zollner in 1870, and later 
by Him in 1884, has some good features, though on the 
whole involving many uncertain factors. It consists in 
inferring the differences of temperature from the violent 
observed motions which they produce. This method has led 
to exceedingly high temperatures, ranging from 60,000® 
to 180,000° Fahrenheit. 

314:. Rate of Cooling of the Sun. — A given amount of 
heat will not in general raise the temperature of equal masses 
of different substances the same amount. For example, it 
takes about five times as much heat to raise the temperature 
of a pound of water one degree as it does a pound of stone. 
And conversely, a pound of water of a given temperature 
contains about five times as much heat as a pound of stone 
at the same temperature. 
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IE the sun had the same heat capacity as water (hydrogen 
is the only known substance which has a greater capacity), 
the heat which it radiates annually would lower its tempera- 
ture about 4* Fahrenheit if it were not in some way replen- 
ished. Consequently, if the sun were simply a hot body 
cooling off, it could not maintain its present radiation more 
than about 3000 years. Direct historical evidence, to say 
nothing of the indirect inferences from geology and biology, 
shows that the sun has been radiating sensibly at its present 
rate for a much longer period than this. 

315. The Combustion Theory of the Sun’s Heat. — Experi- 
ments show how much heat is developed by the combustion 
of a given amount of coal. On the basis of these experi- 
ments, it follows that if the sun were pure coal and oxygen 
in such proportions that after their chemical union there 
would be no residue of either, the amount of heat generated 
would be sufficient to maintain the present radiation only 
about 1000 years. 

No process of successive dissociation and subsequent burn- 
ing would explain the enormous and long-continued radia- 
tion, for the same amount of heat would be used in sepa- 
rating the carbon and oxygen that would be given up when 
they united again. Consequently the combustion theory is 
entirely inadequate. 

316. The Principle of the Conservation of Energy. — One 
of the cardinal principles of physical science for a long time 
has been that matter can not be destroyed. If the ashes, 
smoke, and gases from a body which had been burned were 
all gathered up, they would weigh as much as the original 
body plus the oxygen used in the combustion. But, until 
about 1840, it was generally supposed that energy might be 
destroyed as well as be transformed. For example, it was 
supposed that the energy lost by friction ceased to exist. 
However, it had long, been known that friction generates 
heat, and at this time it was recognized that the heat pro- 
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duced might be equivalent to the mechanical energy lost. 
Many elaborate experiments, particularly by Joule, showed 
the correctness of this view and led to the generalization 
that the total amount of energy in the miiverse is ahvays the 
same. Energy in this connection means the "‘potential 
energy” of position as well as the “kinetic energy” of 
motion. This is one of the most far-reaching principles of 
natural science, and, like the law of gravitation, it is con- 
cerned in every phenomenon involving the motion of matter. 

317. The Meteoric Theory of the Sun’s Heat. — Follow- 
ing the development of the theory of the conservation of 
energy, it was suggested, and for a few years believed, that 
the sun’s heat is maintained by the energy contributed by 
the impact of the vast number of meteors which doubtless 
fall into the sun. This theory, while qualitatively correct, 
has been shown to be quantitatively unsatisfactory, for so 
much meteoric matter would be demanded, notwithstanding 
the enormous velocity of its impact, that it would produce 
perturbations in the motions of the planets, which observa- 
tions show do not exist. And it can be proved that, under 
the hypothesis that the meteoric matter comes to the sun 
equally from all directions, the amount of heat received by 
the earth directly from the impact of meteors in its atmos- 
phere would be of that received from the sun. Since 
this is millions of times as much heat as is received from the 
meteors, it follows that the theory must be abandoned as 
being entirely insufficient. 

318. Helmholtz’s Contraction Theory of the Sun’s Heat. — 
Suppose the sun were to contract under the mutual gravita- 
tion of its parts. This would be equivalent to a slight fall 
toward its center of every one of its particles, and every one 
of the impacts of these particles would generate heat. The 
fall qf a particle would take place continually, but it can be 
proved that the total amount of heat generated would be 
the same as if it fell the whole distance and gave up all its 
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energy of motion at one time. Therefore, heat would be 
continually generated by a continually contracting mass. 
Every one is familiar with the fact that a bicycle pump gets 
hot when it is used to force air into a tire. If the sun should 
contract it would get hot for the same reason, only in the 
case of the bicycle pump the energy comes from without 
instead of from the mutual gravitation of the masses involved. 
It is clearly not the friction of the piston with the cylinder 
which produces the heat, for if it is not used to force air into 
the tire no appreciable heat is generated. 

In 1854 Helmholtz computed the heat generated by a 
contracting body in an attempt to explain the source of the 
sun’s supply of heat. Under the assumption that the sun 
contracts so that it is always homogeneous, he found the 
astonishing result that a contraction of about 100 feet annu- 
ally in the radius would account for all the heat radiated. 
More recent figures showing a greater rate of solar radiation 
demand a contraction annually of about 180 feet in the sun’s 
radius. This amount is so small in comparison with the vast 
dimensions of the sun, that its accumulated effects could not 
be detected by present instrumental means until the lapse of 
more than 6000 years. The assumption of homogeneity is 
certainly false, but under the hypothesis of greater density 
at the center the contraction 'would be less for the genera- 
tion of a given amount of heat. Therefore the shrinkage 
requisite for maintaining the present radiation of heat would 
not be so great as that given above. 

In 1870, Lane, of Washington, proved that a body whose 
constitution is such that it obeys the laws of gases will 
actually contract under its own gravitation as it loses heat 
by radiation. Moreover, as the volume diminishes so that 
the gravitational forces become greater, the ability to with- 
stand the expanding tendencies of high temperatures corre- 
spondingly increases, and the temperature will be greater 
than before. This is Lane’s celebrated paradox, viz., that 
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a gaseous body, in a state of momentary equilibrium under 
its internal heat and gravitation, -will grow hotter the more 
heat it radiates. But if the laws of gases should ever fail as 
a consequence of the interior parts becoming liquid or solid. 
Lane’s law would no longer hold, and the temperature would 
fall. Lane s investigations have been improved and extended 
by Ritter, G. H. Darwin, and Hill. 

319. The Past and Future of the Sun on the Basis of the 
Contraction Theory. — It is clear from the preceding discus- 
sion that the contraction theory is a satisfactory explanation 
^of the maintenance of the sun’s heat. The principal question 
remaining is whether there are not other important sources 
of heat besides this. If there were not, and if we knew the 
rate of radiation in past time, for example if it had always 
been the same as at present, it would be possible to compute 
a limit to the time the sun and planets could have existed 
with their present relations. 

Computation shows that if the sun had contracted from 
infinite expansion, less than 20,000,000 times as much heat 
would have been generated as is now radiated annually. 
Consequently, if the contraction theory is the true explana- 
tion of the greater part of the sun’s heat, the sun can not 
have radiated sensibly at its present rate for more than 
20,000,000 years. But geologists and zoologists believe they 
/have evidence of a much longer evolution on the earth under 
conditions of not greater frigidity than exist at present. 
Some of these estimates demand 100,000,000 or 200,000,000 
years, but the data are meager and difficult to use 
quantitatively. 

According to the contraction theory the sun will continue 
to contract until it becomes so dense in its interior, if indeed 
it has not already reached this stage near its center, that it 
will cease to obey even approximately the laws of gases. 
Then its temperature will begin to fall, and it will finally 
end by becoming dark and cold like the moon. It is not 
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certainly known how long it will take for this evolution, but 
it is generally supposed that in 10,000,000 years not enough 
heat will be received from the sun to support life on the 
earth. The theory^ provides for no escape from this condi- 
tion of perpetual frigidity except by the possible collision 
of the sun with some other body of large mass. The 
heat generated by the impact of two such bodies as the sun 
rushing together under the impulsion of their mutual gravi- 
tation would be sufficient to vaporize both of them. 

Many positive statements about the possible past and 
future duration of the sun have been made, but recent dis- 
coveries, while not modifying the contraction theory, show 
that there are other sources of energy which are probably 
very important in the consideration of the question. The 
contraction theory takes into account only the energy de- 
veloped by molecular motions in the process of contraction. 
The atomic motions involved in chemical reactions, as 
combustion, can not add a relatively important amount of 
energy. But in the last four or five years it has been found 
in connection with the study of the cathode rays and radio- 
active substances, that there are units of matter smaller than 
any atom, in fact, about one-thousandth the mass of the 
hydrogen atom, which is the smallest atom known. The 
internal energies of atoms are found to be incomparably 
greater than they possess in any 'motions with which they 
have ever been known to be endowed. Now it is possible 
that in some way this internal energy, especially in the dense 
interior of the sun where the atoms are closely crowded 
together, may be partially or wholly transformed into mo- 
lecular motion which is manifested as heat. For example, 
under all laboi’atory conditions radium continually sends off 
these small portions of atoms, called corpuscles^ and in this 
process of disintegration at least a million times as much 
energy is given u|;> as by the combustion of any known sub- 
stances of the same weight. 
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The conclusion is that the contraction theory gives a true 
explanation of the origin of a vast amount of solar heat. 
But it is possible, and indeed probable, that there are other 
sources of great importance. At present no positive state- 
ments can be made respecting the age of ‘the sun, or the time 
during which it will continue to illuminate the planets with 
its beneficent beams. 


QUESTIONS 

1. How large is a body whose volume is to that of the earth as 
that of the earth is to that of the sun ? 

2. The illumination of an object by the sun is proportional directly 
to the sun’s surface, its brightness, and inversely as the square of its dis- 
tance. The same is true of illumination by any other source of light. 
Place an opaque body in sunlight and bring some artificial souice so near 
that its shadow is illuminated by the artificial light as fully as w here the 
full sunlight falls. From the known distances and dimensions of the sun 
and the artificial source compare their brightness. 

3. Are the light and heat absorbed by the atmosphere effective in 
raising the temperature of the earth’s surface ? 

4. Explain in detail how the various mechanical energies we use are 
derived indirectly from the sun ; for example, wind power, water power, 
energy from combustion, and energy of animals. 

5. What trouble is there with the theory that the sun’s heat is main- 
tained by the friction on each other of different currents which may 
traverse it? 

6. The law of the conservation of energy is concerned in every phe- 
nomenon involving the motion of matter; are there any phenomena 
which do not involve the motion of matter? 

7. What is the shrinkage in the sun’s apparent angular diameter in 
1000 years, if it shrinks 360 feet yearly ? 

8. If the sun’s radius decreases 180 feet yearly, how much will the 
density of the sun increase in 1,000,000 years ? 

SPECTBUM ANALYSIS 

320. Problems of Spectrum Analysis. — The pitch and 
quality of a sound depend upon the object which produces 
it. The tones of different pitch produced on a piano, for 
example, depend upon the length, tension, and weight of 
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the string which has been struck. The loudness of the tone 
depends upon the violence of the blow which produces it. 
When a trained ear hears a musical tone it can tell from its 
character on what instrument it is produced, from the pitch 
of the tone the nature of the part of the instrument produc- 
ing it, and from its loudness the acuteness of the disturbance 
which has put the instrument in motion. 

Light is a wave motion in the ether somewhat as sound 
is in the air. Spectrum analysis consists of a study of light 
waves with the purpose of finding the constitution, density, 
and the temperature of the body producing them. Consider- 
able progress has been made in the solution of these 
problems, and the results which have been obtained are very 
important, for they pertain to bodies which, because of their 
remoteness, can not be investigated in these respects in any 
other way. 

The pitch of a locomotive whistle is perceptibly higher 
when a train is approaching us than it is when the train is 
receding. The reason is that when the train is approaching 
the sound waves are slightly crowded together and short- 
ened, and when it is receding they are slightly lengthened. 
If the true pitch of a locomotive whistle were known, and if 
the pitch as modified by the train’s motion were accurately 
measured, it would be possible to compute the velocity of 
the train toward or from us. The results would be almost 
exactly the same if the whistle were stationary and the 
hearer were riding on a train. Similarly, motion of the 
source or recipient of light affects its apparent wave length, 
and if the change is known the relative velocity in the line 
joining them can be determined. Measurements of this sort 
now constitute an important part of spectrum analysis. 

321. Nature of Light. — There have been two^ principal 
theories respecting the nature of light. According to the 
first, which was developed by Newton, light consists of 
minute corpuscles shot out in straight lines by the luminous 
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body. According to the second, which was developed by 
Thomas Young and many later physicists, light consists of a 
wave motion in an all-pervading substance called the ether. 
The wave theory has entirely superseded the corpuscular 
theory, for it explains several phenomena that the latter does 
not. For example, when two similar rays of light meet, 
they destroy each other where the phases of the waves are 
different. This phenomenon is inexplicable under the 
corpuscular theory. 

Experiments show that the waves in the ether are at right 
angles to the line of their propagation, like the up and down 
waves which travel along a steel bar when it is struck, or the 
torsional waves when one of its ends -is suddenly twisted. 
The waves in the ether are like those in a solid. The 
velocity of a wave in ordinary matter is proportional to the 
square root of its elasticity divided by its density. It fol- 
lows from the high velocity of light that, if we may speak 
of the ether as having an elasticity and a density, the former 
must be great and the latter small. However, we are apt to 
build up false notions in applying to it the terms which have 
grown up in studying the physics of ponderable matter. 

322. The Production of Light. — We are not perfectly 
certain just how light is produced, but the following theory 
gives a fair picture of matter and the way these ether waves 
may be produced. In the first place, matter is made up of 
molecules which are the smallest masses having the proper- 
ties of physical bodies. In all such physical changes as sub- 
dividing, melting, evaporating, etc., the molecules are not 
broken up. But the molecules are made up of atoms which 
are the smallest units involved in chemical changes, and in 
chemical changes the molecules break up and re-combine into 
other kinds of molecules. 

It has been mentioned that quite recently particles smaller 
than atoms, called corpuBcleB or electrone^ have been shown to 
exist, and it has been found that they have about one thou- 
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sandth the inertia of a hydrogen atom. The evidence so far 
goes to show that the atoms of many, if not all, elements 
are made up of the same kinds of corpuscles. These corpus- 
cles carry (or perhaps are) negative charges of electricity. 
According to present ideas, developed and elaborated particu- 
larly by J. J. Thomson, the corpuscles of which an atom is ' 
composed are in extremely rapid revolution. Their revolu- 
tion and mutual repulsion (being electrified alike) tend to 
scatter them, but it is supposed that they are in the midst of 
a more powerful positive charge of electricity which attracts 
them. The corpuscles are something like the planets in the 
solar system with the sun representing the central positive 
charge, though the analogy is far from perfect. These 
corpuscles are in a condition of equilibrium whose stability 
is increased by their rapid revolutions, something as the 
equilibrium of a rider balanced on a bicycle is increased by 
his moving swiftly. 

When an atom is not disturbed by others it gives no light. 
But if it strikes another atom the little corpuscles are slightly 
displaced from their standard orbits, and they oscillate rap- 
idly around their regular positions until these motions are 
destroyed by friction with the ether. These small oscilla- 
tions, which have definite periods depending uniquely on 
the structure of the atom, produce the light waves. In a 
rough way it is like a bell rotating around its axis. If it 
w'ere not struck it would produce no sound, but if it were 
given a slight blow the particles of which it is composed 
would oscillate rapidly around their undisturbed positions 
and produce a sound. The pitch would depend upon the 
relations of the parts of the bell to one another, and the 
vibrations would continue until they were destroyed by fric- 
tion with the atmosphere. 

323. Light from an Incandescent Solid or Liquid. — In a 
solid body the molecules are so near together that their mo- 
tions are restrained by their neighbors, and they always keep 
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the same positions with respect to one another. In a liquid 
body the molecules are also very close together and con- 
stantly interfere with the movements of one another, but they 
can move slowly around among one another. When the mole- 
cules jostle against one another the impacts produce waves, or 
pulses, in the ether, which constitute light. But the impacts 
also set the little corpuscles in rapid oscillation around their 
positions of equilibrium, and these vibrating corpuscles also 
produce light waves in the ether. To take the rough analogy 
of the bells, the solid or liquid body corresponds to a very 
great number of bells, in general, of different tj^pes, very near 
together. The heat of the solid or liquid body corresponds to 
rapid vibrations of the bells as wholes. Sound waves are pro- 
duced in the air both by the mutual impacts of the bells, and 
also by the vibrations in the bells which the collisions set up. 

The problem here is to find the character of the light 
emitted by a solid or liquid body, and it will be well to con- 
sider first the case of the bells. Suppose they are related to 
one another so that when they move they oscillate and collide 
many times a second, but quite irregularly as to frequency 
of impact. The result will be that the vibrations of the 
parts of bells, which, when undisturbed, have definite periods 
and hence produce tones of definite pitch, will be constantly 
subject to interruptions. Consequently similar sound waves 
succeed each other after all sorts of intervals, and the effect 
is equivalent to the simultaneous production of tones of 
every possible pitch. Similarly, in a solid or liquid body the 
collisions of the molecules are of the same order of frequency 
as the oscillations of their corpuscles around their positions 
of equilibrium. The result is that light waves succeed each 
other after all possible intervals, and all colors are produced. 
That is, a solid or liquid body emits all colors. . 

It is not true that all the colors are emitted equally. Sup- 
pose the body is heated only a little ; the impacts of the 
molecules will not be violent enough to give the corpuscles 

2d 
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oscillations of much amplitude. The result is that they do not 
give out light waves of great enough intensity to be perceived 
by the eye. But if the body is heated more, the impacts will 
become more frequent and violent, and the body will emit a 
dull red glow. With increasing temperature the collisions 
will be still more frequent and violent, and the color of the 
light will be higher in the spectrum. The body will con- 
tinue to emit waves of all frequencies, but the ones which 
occur in greatest number will be related to the temperature 
of the source. Consequently the character of the light 
which a solid or liquid body emits gives some information 
respecting its temperature. The hotter a body is, the far- 
ther toward the blue will be its maximum radiation. 

324. Light from an Incandescent Gas. — In a gas the mole- 
cules do not sensibly influence one another except at the 
instants of collision. Although under conditions of atmos- 
pheric pressure and 32® Fahrenheit temperature, the molecules 
of oxygen collide on the average 5 x 10® times in a second, 
yet the time during which they are interfering with the 
motions of one another is very short compared to the whole 
time. Since light travels at the rate of 186,000 miles per 
second, while the light waves are about g of an inch 
apart, it follows that a luminous body emits in round num- 
bers 6 X 10^^ light waves in a second. Consequently 
something like 10® light waves are emitted between collisions 
in a gas at atmospheric pressure and at the temperature 
of freezing water. 

The character of the light given by a gas is quite differ- 
ent from that emitted by a solid or a liquid. The waves, 
except at the times of the collisions, are produced by the little 
corpuscles at regular intervals depending upon the structure 
of the atom. The frequency of the waves of a given type 
determines the color of the light. Now the corpuscles may 
be oscillating in several different ways in the same atom, and 
in this case the gas will emit several colors simultaneously. 
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Different kinds of atoms give forth light of different colors, 
but no two different kinds of atoms give the same color, just 
as no two different keys on a piano give tones of the same 
pitch. (It must be remembered that there is an infinite num- 
ber of colors in the sense that the word ‘‘ color ” is used here, 
for there is an infinite number of wave lengths.) When the 
light given out by a gaseous mass is separated into its colors, 
the substances which emit it can be determined, just as the 
piano wires which have been struck can be determined from 
the pitch of the tones which have been produced. 

A gas may be pictured in a rough way by a system of bells 
filling so large a space that they are far apart compared with 
their dimensions. The bells are moving rapidly and collide 
at intervals with such violence that they are set vibrating so 
as to give out sounds. The sounds produced by the impacts 
are relatively so infrequent as not to affect sensibly the gen- 
eral result. Then there are a number of tones of distinct 
pitch produced depending upon the number of kinds of bells. 

325. Absorption of Light by a Gas. — Consider first a heavy 
pendulum of such length that it naturally makes complete 
oscillations in seconds. Suppose it is at rest and that it is 
struck on one side a very slight blow every half second. The 
first blow gives it a slight motion, and the second meets it on 
its return swing and totally destroys its motion. This pro- 
cess is repeated indefinitely and the pendulum is never made 
to vibrate sensibly. The results are similar if the blows 
occur at any other fractions of a secpnd. 

Now suppose the slight blows are struck once ever^ second. 
The first gives the pendulum a very slight motion. At the 
end of the second the pendulum is again moving in the same 
direction and the second blow adds to its motion. This 
continues until the oscillation of the pendulum is so great 
that it no longer takes place exactly in seconds. 

The same principles are illustrated in many ways. For 
example, rather small waves will make a ship roll badly if 
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their period is the same as that of the natural roll of the 
ship. Better still, if the key of a piano is held down and 
the corresponding one on another piano is struck and held 
down a few seconds, it will generate air waves which will 
give rise to a vibration of the wires in the first piano. When 
the key of the second piano is released so that the felt dead- 
ens its tone, the induced tone of the first piano can be heard. 
But this can not be done unless keys having the same pitch 
are used. Suppose some instrument produces simultane- 
ously tones of every pitch, and that one key of a piano is 
held down. Its wire will be set in vibration by those waves 
having the frequency in which it naturally vibrates, and a 
large part of the energy of the wave will be used in over- 
coming the inertia of the wire and giving it motion. There- 
fore beyond the piano wire this particular tone is feebler 
than it was before. With a whole screen of similar wires 
the tone of the corresponding pitch would be largely ab- 
sorbed. 

Suppose white light (i,e. light made up of all colors) shines 
through a gas which is cooler than its source. The waves 
having the periods in which the corpuscles of the atoms 
"naturally vibrate will give up their energy to these corpuscles, 
just as air waves give up their energy to piano wires whose 
natural period of - vibration is the same as their period. The 
result will be that the white light will now lack certain colors, 
and the important thing to notice is that they are precuely 
the ones which the gas would emit if it were luminous. 

386. The Spectroscope. — The spectroscope is an instru- 
ment for analyzing and studying the character of the radiant 
energy emitted by any source. Its essential parts are shown 
in outline in Fig. 151. A is the source of light, i is a 
collimating lens used to make the rays parallel, is a screen 
with a narrow slit s (say of an inch wide) running per- 
pendicularly to the plane of the paper, and P is a prism on 
which the light passing through s falls. The light is spread 
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out by the prism into its separate colors, and may be caught 
on a second screen Sg, or viewed through a telescope T, In- 
stead of a single prism a whole train of them may be used. 

In another type of spectroscope, perfected by Rowland, a 
“ grating ” is used instead of a prism. A grating is a slightly 
concave piece of speculum metal ruled with from 12,000 to 
20,000 parallel equidistant lines to the inch. When parallel 
rays fall upon a grating they are reflected back from the 
spaces between the lines, and by interference form a spec- 
trum. 



The faults of the prism spectroscope are that the colors are 
not refracted strictly in the inverse proportion to their wave 
lengths, and that many prisms must be used to get high 
dispersion. The grating spectroscope produces a spectrum 
through the interference of the light waves from the surface 
between the lines, and possesses neither of the faults of the 
prism spectroscope. Unfortunately the grating can make use 
of only a small part of the incident light. Consequently the 
prism spectroscope must be used for feeble sources of light 
such as the stars, nebulas, and comets, while the grating 
spectroscope may be used for the sun and laboratory sources. 
A third kind of spectroscope has been invented by Michelson, 
which gives the highly dispersed spectrum of the grating 
without the great loss of light. It consists of a pile of equally 
thick, accurately plane pieces of glass piled up like a stairway. 
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327 . The Bolometer. — Those parts of the solar spectrum to 
which the variously prepared photographic plates are sensi- 
tive are mapped by photography. But these processes have 
a limited range of application, particularly in the infra red. 
In order to investigate this part of the spectrum, Langley 
invented the bolometer^ which shows quickly excessively 
minute changes of temperature. The infra red spectrum is 
allowed to fall on a very narrow and thin piece of metal 
through which an electric current is passing. The resist- 
ance of the metal to the current depends upon the amount 
of heat which it receives, and the changes in the current are 
indicated and automatically recorded by a galvanometer. 

Langley has used the bolometer, of course in connection 
with a spectroscope, with rare skill and perseverance. He 
has mapped below the red a spectrum twenty times as broad 
as the visible part. 

328 . The Principles of Spectrum Analysis. — The first 
theoretical discussion of the principles of ^spectrum analysis 
approximating to the truth was made by Angstrom in 1853. 
The principles were given, substantially in their present form, 
by Kirchhoff in 1869. He established, on the basis of certain 
assumptions, the law that the ratio of the absorptive power 
to the emissive power of all bodies is the same for each kind 
of rays under the same conditions of temperature. Instead 
of following him in deriving the principles of spectrum analy- 
sis from this law, it will be simpler for us to attach them to 
the theories respecting the constitution of matter and the 
nature of light which have been described (Arts. 321-326). 

Suppose the source of light is a solid or liquid ; then, ac- 
cording to the principles which have been explained, light 
waves of all lengths will be given out. After the light passes 
through the slit and prism (considering the prism spectro- 
scope) it will be refracted, depending upon its wave length. 
Of the visible light, the violet will be refracted the most and 
the red the least. Consequently there will be a band of colors 
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extending along the screen /Sg at right angles to the line of the 
slit. The maximum intensity of illumination depends upon 
the temperature of the source, being farther toward the vio- 
let the hotter the radiating body. 

The use of the slit is now clear. Foi% suppose there were 
another one a little above the one represented in Fig. 151. It 
would admit to the screen another band of colors a little 
above the first one, so that the colors from one slit would fall 
on different colors from the other, and confusion would 
result. A third slit would make the confusion of colors 
worse, and so on. But a wide opening is equivalent to many 
slits actually touching, and if one were used the colors would 
be so mixed up that the light would be white except at the 
least and most refracted ends, where there would be respec- 
tively a red and a violet fringe of light. 

If the source of light is a gas and gives out rays of but a 
few distinct wave lengths, the whole screen will be un- 
illuminated except where these few colors fall. That is, the 
spectrum will consist of a series of bright lines. The num- 
ber and position of these bright lines will depend upon the 
nature of the gas which emits them. 

If the gas is subjected to continually increasing pressure, 
it will become constantly denser, and the light waves pro- 
duced directly by the impacts of the molecules will become 
relatively more numerous. The periods of vibration of the 
little corpuscles will be changed more and more as the gas 
approaches the liquid state. The result on the spectrum 
will be that the lines will become broader and broader, and 
they will finally form a continuous spectrum. 

Suppose, finally, that the light issues from an incandescent 
solid or liquid, and passes through a cooler gas before reach- 
ing the spectroscope. If it were not for the cooler gas inter- 
posed, the spectrum would be continuous, but this gas absorbs 
the light waves which have the same periods as the natural 
periods of its corpuscles. The result is that the spectrum 
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will be crossed by relatively dark lines, and these dark lines 
will be precisely where bright lines would appear if light 
were received only from the gas. In fact, the gas itself may 
be incandescent and give a bright line spectrum ; but if the 
solid beyond it is much hotter, the gas will absorb so much 
light energy that the lines will appear dark compared to 
the intensity of the bright background. 

For convenience the principles of spectrum analysis may 
be stated all together. 

(1) An incm} descent solid or liquid (or a gas under very 
great py^essure') gives a continuous spectrum whose position of 
maximum intensity is higher in the spectrum the greater the 
temperature of the source; and conversely^ a continuous spec- 
trum shows that the source of light is a solid or a liquid (or a 
gas under very great pressure'). 

(2) An incandescent gas under low pressure gives a bright 
line spectrum^ the positions of whose lines depend upon the na- 
ture of the gas (and in some cases to some extent upon its tem- 
perature., denhity., and electrical condition) ; and conversely., a 
bright line spectrum shows that the source is an incandescent 
gas (or gases)., and the positions of the lines show of what gas 
(or gases) it is composed. 

(3) Light from an incandescent solid or liquid shining through 
a cooler gas (or gases) gives a dark line spectrum., the positions 
of whose lines depend upon the nature of the gas ; and conversely^ 
a dark line spectrum shows that the light has come from an incan- 
descent solid or liquid through a cooler gas (or gases) and the 
positions of the lines determine the nature of the gas (or gases). 

329. The Doppler-Fizeau Principle. — In 1843 Doppler dis- 
cussed the effects on the colors of double stars of the com- 
ponents of their motions in the line to the earth, and in 1848 
Fizeau considered the effects of such motions on the positions 
of the spectral lines. The problems are essentially one, and 
the names of both the German and the French physicist are 
now attached to the principle. 
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Suppose, first, that the receiver of the light is at rest with 
respect to the ether and that the source is receding. At a 
certain instant its corpuscles give forth light waves toward 
the receiver, and a little later more similar waves. If the 
source were at rest, the waves would have a certain distance 
apart, depending upon their frequency and the velocity of 
light ; but if the source is receding, the distances apart of 
those waves which go back to the receiver is increased. That 
is, the waves reach the receiver less frequently, and this re- 
sults in a slight change of color toward the red end of the 
spectrum, or in a slight shifting of the positions of the spec- 
tral lines in the same direction. If the source were approach- 
ing the observer, the shift would be in the opposite direction. 

If the source is stationary in the ether and the receiver is 
moving from or toward it, the results are very nearly respec- 
tively the same as when the receiver moves. When the 
receiver recedes from the source, the spectral lines are shifted 
toward the red end of the spectrum, and when it approaches, 
toward the violet end. 

Let V represent the velocity of light, Vg the velocity of 
the source away from the receiver, Vj, the velocity of the 
receiver away from the source, X the original wave length, 
and X' the observed wave length. Then the formula relat- 
ing these quantities is ^ 

V’-Vr 

The velocity of the receiver is small compared to the enor- 
mous velocity of light ; consequently V — may be replaced 
by V without appreciable error. Let v = Vg -y,,, the rela- 
tive rates at which the source and receiver recede from each 
other. This quantity v is called the radial ^ velocity^ and it 
follows from the formula above that is given by the equation 

V = QLzJ^v. 

1 Frost^s translation of Scheiner’s AstTonov»>iGail Spectroscopy^ p. 188. 
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This method can be actually applied to measuring the radial 
velocities of the stars. Certain lines, which are known from 
their general positions and relations, are selected. Their posi- 
tions, unmodified by radial motion, are known from labora- 
tory experiments; or better, a comparison spectrum can be 
obtained beside the star spectrum by sending the light from 
some known gas through one end of the slit at the same time. 
When the difference X' — X is measured, v can be computed, 
for V and X are known. If v comes out positive, the source 
and receiver are receding from each other ; and if negative, 
they are approaching each other. 

QUESTIONS 

1. What problems are solved by spectrum analysis that can not be 
solved in any other known way? 

2. Outline the theory of the nature of light and the manner of its 
production. 

3. AVhy do incandescent solids and liquids give white light? 

4. Why do incandescent gases give only particular colors? 

5. Explain the absorption of light by a gas. 

6. Draw a diagram of a spectroscope with two slits and show the 
confusion in the images which would result. 

7. Trace out the changes in the spectrum of a gas as it is subjected 
to greater and greater pressure. 

8. Draw a diagram illustrating the Doppler-Fizeau principle. 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SUN 

330. The Different Parts of the Sun. — The sun is an enor- 
mous body in a state of temperature and of gravitational 
pressure quite different from that of any material on the 
earth. The problems respecting its physical and chemical 
constitution and dynamics are of great difficulty, and can be 
investigated directly only in those parts which are accessible 
to observations. 

The apparent surface of the sun is called the photosphere 
(light sphere). It is the part that gives forth most of the 
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light and heat which the sun radiates. It is the surface of 
the opaque part, and the dimensions of the sun refer to it as 
the boundary. The rotation of the photosphere gives us 
what is called the rotation of the sun. 

Above the photosphere lies a sheet of gas, probably from 
500 to 1000 miles thick, called the reverBing layer. It con- 



Fig. 152. — Great Spot of July 17, 1905, aud Surrounding Region, showing the 
Structure of the Photosphere. Photographed hy Fox with the 40~inch re- 
fr actor of the YerTces Observatory. 

tains many terrestrial elements, such as iron and calcium, 
in a vaporous state; still it is cooler than the underlying 
photosphere. 

Outside of the photosphere is another layer of gas, from 
5000 to 10,000 miles deep, called the ehromosphere (color 
sphere). At the time of a total eclipse of the sun it is seen 
as a brilliant scarlet fringe whose outer surface seems to be 
covered with vast tongues of flame. 
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The outermost portion of the sun is the corona (crown). 
It is a lialo of pearly light surrounding the sun, but it 
can not be seen, owing to the illumination of the earth’s 
atmosphere, except at the time of a total eclipse. It is 
of irregular form and gradually fades out into the black- 
ness of space at the distance of from 1,000,000 to 3,000,000 
miles. 

331. The Photosphere. — When the sun is examined through 
a good telescope it is seen to present a finely mottled appear- 
ance instead of the uniform luster which might be expected. 
The brighter parts are intensely luminous nodules, somewhat 
irregular in form, 500 or 600 miles across. These “ rice 
grains,” as they have been called, have been resolved into 
smaller elements having a diameter of not over 100 miles, 
and these small granules which all together do not constitute 
over one-fifth of the sun’s surface radiate, according to 
Langley’s estimates, about three-fourths of the light. 

The photosphere of the sun gives a continuous spectrum 
and is, therefore, a solid or liquid, or more probably a gas 
filled with liquid particles. It can not be a solid or liquid 
such as we know on the earth, because of its enormous tem- 
perature. Besides this, there is direct telescopic evidence of 
continuous and rapid changes. The cloudlike nodules which 
produce the mottled surface appear and disappear with rela- 
tive velocities often as great as 1000 miles an hour. The 
pressure can be inferred from the fact that the photosphere 
is buried under an immense atmosphere which is held down 
by 27 times the gravitation to which our atmosphere is 
subject. Still, it is probable that the photosphere is not 
simply a gas under great pressure, for it does not grade by 
insensible changes into the overlying gases. It has generally 
been supposed that it is the partially condensed vapors of 
the refractory metals, or carbon, somewhat as the clouds 
in the air are composed of miiiute drops of water. The 
chief objection to this theory is that all the evidence 
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available points to a temperature for the photosphere higher 
than that required to vaporize any known substance. 

It is certain, however, that the photosphere is the surface 
("or region) which separates the intensely heated interior 
Lorn the relatively cooler exterior ; it is the place where the 





sun loses heat by radiation. It must be a region of ^lent 
convective currents, for heat could not _be_ conducted to the 
surface anywhere nearly so rapidly as it is radiated awg. 
K is nrobaWe that the bright nodules are the summits of the 
ascending currents which, by expansion and cooling, ge in 
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the (solid or liquid) state where they radiate most rapidly, 
while the darker spaces between are where the cooler currents 
descend, 

332. The Dusky Veil. — The sun is much less luminous 
near its margins than in its center, as the telescope readily 
shows, and as comes out remarkably in photographs. Since 
the sun presents all sides to us as a consequence of its rota- 
tion, it follows that its light is absorbed by some medium. 
The absorption of light, which is estimated from the way in 
which the luster changes from the center to the limb, is very 
great, amounting, according to Vogel, to one-half of that 
which the photosphere radiates. 

The dusky veil is a shallow absorbing layer, for the extinc- 
tion of light increases very rapidly near the sun’s edge, and 
elevations of the photosphere reach nearly through it and 
shine with intense brightness almost to the very limb. It is 
not merely a gas, for if it were it would absorb only particu- 
lar rays depending upon its constitution, whereas it absorbs 
all rays, though the blue end of the spectrum the most. The 
result is that it renders the sun decidedly less blue in color 
than it would otherwise be. 

It has been suggested by Hastings that the absorption is 
due to solid particles, that is, a sort of smoke floating in the 
atmosphere above the photosphere. But again the question 
of temperature is one of difficulty. 

333. Sun-Spots. — The most conspicuous objects ever seen^ 
on the sun are relative dark spots which frequently appear in 
the photosphere and last from a few days up to several 
months. The average duration of a spot is a month or two. 
The typical sun spot consists of a round, relatively black 
nucleus called the unibra^ and a surrounding less dark belt 
called the penumbra. The penumbra is made up of converg- 
ing filaments, or ‘•^willow leaves,’’ of brighter material, as 
though the intensely luminotxs photospheric columns were 
tipped over so that their sides could be seen. The umbra and 
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penumbra do not gradually merge into each other, and like- 
wise the penumbra and surrounding photosphere have a fairly 
definite line of separation. The umbra has every appearance 
of being a deep, dark hole in the photosphere, and the pe- 
numbi'a seems to hang out over it like the untrimmed ends of 
a straw thatch. On the other hand. Frost’s observations. 



Pig. 154. Large Sun-spot showing Umhra and Penumbra. Photographed at the 

Yerkes Observatory, 


which show that the loss of light from spots as they approach 
the sun’s limb is less than that of the ordinary photo- 
sphere, indicate that they are regions of unusual elevation. 
Probably spots are in general on plateau-like portions of 
the sun, and have relative depressions at their centers. 

The umbra of a sun-spot may be anywhere from 600 to 
50,000 miles across ; the diameter of the penumbi-a may 
reach up to 200,000 miles. Often a single penumbra con- 
tains many umbras in its interior. The appearance of a spot 
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is usually preceded by brilliant points with intervening small 
dark points. The dark points increase in size, unite, and 
form a spot after a few hours, or perhaps days. The dis- 
turbed area generally becomes elongated in %n east and west 
direction and several spots develop, the larger ones usually^ 
preceding the smaller. In fact, the larger spots rarely ap- 
pear alone, and the disturbed area occupied by a sun-spot 
group may be as much as sun’s whole surface. 

These great spots may be seen through an ordinary smoked 
glass, or with the unprotected eye when the sun is near the 
horizon. The Chinese claim to have records of observations * 
of sun-spots made centuries before their discovery by Galileo 
in 1610. 

The umbra of a sun-spot is dark only in comparison with 
the glowing photosphere which surrounds it ; a calcium light 
projected on it would appear black. It radiates more heat 
per unit area than the glowing photosphere which surrounds 
it. In the neighborliood of spots the photosphere is usually 
more luminous than it averages, and there are nearly always 
in the vicinity very bright elevated portions called faculce 
(Fig. 153). These faculm are especially conspicuous when 
near the sun’s limb, for in this region the photosphere is 
greatly dimmed by the extensive absorbing material through 
which its rays must pass, while on the other hand the faculae 
project out through this absorbing material and shine withS 
but slightly diminished luster. 

An umbra is not uniformly dark, but under good condi- 
tions shows many details and often many small, very dark 
pits. When a spot is about to disappear the photosphere 
encroaches upon it, forms bridges of glowing material, and 
ends with the heaping up of photospheric clouds into 
faculffi. 

334. The Rotation of the Sun. — The rotation of at least 
that part of the sun in which the spots occur can be found 
from their apparent transits across its disk. It did not take 
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observers long to find that the sun turns on its axis from 
west to east in about 25 days ; but observers using dif- 
ferent spots arrived at results disagreeing by a day or twov 
About 50 years ago Carrington made a series of observa- 
tions and measurements of positions of sun-spots covering a 
period of 8 years. From tlie great mass of data secured 
he found that the time it takes a spot to go around the sun 
depends upon its latitude, being longer the farther it is from 
the equator. This “ equatorial acceleration” is similar to that 
occurring on Jupiter and Saturn, though the relative drift is 
less. The average period of the spots observed by Carring- 
ton was 25 da. 9 hr. 53 m. The observations of many 
astronomers show that spots near the equator revolve in 
about 25 days, those in latitude 30° in about 26.5 days, and 
those in latitude 45° in about 27 days. Spots are not seen 
in latitudes higher than 45°. 

The rotation of the sun has been determined from observa- 
tions of the facul 80 , which certainly occupy a higher level 
than the spots which lie in the photosphere. The photo- 
graphs of Belopolsky and Stratonoff show that there is an 
equatorial acceleration of the faculae, but that their periods of 
revolution seem to be a little less than those of the spots in 
corresponding solar latitudes. 

The recent remarkable developments of spectroscopic 
methods have furnished still a third method of measuring 
the rotation of the sun. As a consequence of its motion, 
one limb at the sun’s equator approaches us at the rate of 
about 1.3 miles per second, while the other recedes with the 
same velocity. Above the photosphere are cooler gases which 
absorb some of the sun’s light and produce dark lines in its 
spectrum. From determinations of the radial velocities at 
the two limbs by means of the displacements of these lines, 
the rate of rotation can be found. Although precise quanti- 
tative results can not easily be obtained, yet they show an 
equatorial acceleration like that of the other methods, and 

2 E 
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also the remarkable fact that the periods of revolution at 
coiTesponcling latitudes are somewhat greater than those 
derived from the observation of spots. 

The reason that the sun rotates in its peculiar manner is 
not at present known. There is nothing connected with its, 
contraction or radiation which will explain its peculiar 
behavior. Under the hypothesis that the sun is a mixture 
of fluids in equilibrium, the work of Wilsing, Samson, and 
Wilczynski sliows that, if it does not rotate as a solid, at 
least cylindrical portions of it do. That is, every particle at 
a given distance from the axis of rotation will have the same 
period. It was found also that the friction between the dif- 
ferent layers will not wear down the differences of motion 
appreciably in millions of years. This theory assumes that 
in some more primitive state the outer zones had a faster 
revolution than the* inner, from which it follows that there 
is still an equatorial acceleration. But the material of the 
sun must be mixed by violent convective currents, and it is 
not clear that these vertical currents might not rather 
speedily bring about uniformity of rotation. Moreover, 
according to this theory, the absorbing layer, which lies 
above the level of the spots, should rotate in a shorter period 
than the periods of the faculee and spots in corresponding 
latitudes. But the spectroscope seems to show that the 
periods of the reversing layer are greater than those of the 
spots in corresponding latitudes. 

Notwithstanding these difficulties, no other theory at 
present is so satisfactory as that the sun’s peculiar rotation 
is the heritage of more extreme conditions which prevailed 
in the remote past. 

The three methods give sensibly the same position for the 
solar equator. Its inclination to the plane of the ecliptic is, 
according to Carrington, T 15', and the longitude of its as- 
cending node is 78'’ 40'. The sun’s axis is directed toward a 
point almost mid^vay between Polaris and Vega ; it will be 
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remembered that the sun is moving nearly in the direction of 
VsgBj* About the first of June and December the earth is 
in the plane of the sun’s equator, and spots appear to travel 
across the sun’s disk in straight lines ; from June to Decem- 
ber the apparent paths curve downward, and from Decem- 
ber to June upward. 

335. The Distribution and Periodicity of Sun-spots. — The 

spots on the sun are distributed in a remarkable manner, and 
this distribution is related to their numbers, which vary peri- 
odically, as Schwabe first announced in 1852. When the 
spots are most numerous, and largest, they nearly all appear in 
two narrow zones whose solar latitudes are about ± 16®. At 
these times there are nearly always from 5 to 15 groups, and 
from 15 to 100 individual spots (Fig. 153). After about 11.11 
years, on the average, the spots again appear in large numbers 
in the same zones. But sometimes the interval between suc- 
cessive maxima is as short as seven years, and then the latter 
maximum is very pronounced, as if a fixed amount of sun- 
spot activity had been crowded into a shorter interval. 
Sometimes the interval between successive maxima is as great 
as 16.5 years, and then the latter maximum is less marked 
than ordinarily. There is a less strongly marked cycle whose 
period is 5 x 11.1 = 55.5 years, and one is suspected having 
a period of 4 x 55.5 = 222 years. 

After a sun-spot maximum has passed, the spots appear 
year after year for about five years, on the average, in suc- 
cessively lower latitudes, and they are continually less numer- 
cus. At about the sixth year a few are still visible in lati- 
tudes ± 6®, and a new cycle starts in about latitudes 
± 86®. After this the spots in the low latitudes disappear, 
the spots in the higher latitudes increase in numbers, and 
a^ppear in lower and lower latitudes until the maximum 
activity is reached. The areas covered by spots in years of 
maximum activity are from 16 to 45 times those covered in 
years of minimum activity. 
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Since accurate records of the numbers and dimensions of 
all the sun-spots have been kept, the sun’s southern hemi- 
sphere has been somewhat more active than the northern. 
For example, from 1874 to 1902 inclusive there were 20 
different years in which the total area covered by spots in_^ 
the southern hemisphere was greater than that in the north- 



Pig* 155. — Mauuder’s Figure showing the Distribution of Sun-spots in Latitude 
and their Relative Dimensions from 1877 to 1902 The positions of the lines 
show the dates and latitudes of the spots, while their lengths are proportional 
to the areas covered. 

ern, while the opposite was true in only nine years. For 
this entire period 57 per cent of the total spot area was in 
the southern hemisphere and 43 per cent in the northern. 
That is, the activity in the southern hemisphere was about 
one-third greater than that in the northern. Whether this 
difference is permanent or what it means can not at present 
be determined. 
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336. The Proper Motions of Sun-spots and their Internal 
Motions. — Individual spots drift both in latitude and longi- 
tude, and often have complicated and -sdolent internal mo- 
tions. As a rule, those spots whose latitudes are less than 
20° drift slowly toward the equator, and those which are in 
higher latitudes away from it. There are frequent excep- 
tions to these statements, and the motion of any particular 
spot may be irregular. 

Spots generally have motions in longitude somewhat 
different from the average of those which appear in their 
latitude. In a large group the spot which is ahead usually 
has a proper motion forward, while the one which is behind 
lags continually farther in the rear. If a large spot divides, 
its two components recede from each other, sometimes at the 
rate of a thousand miles an hour. 

Sun-spots sometimes have spiral motions, but the phenome- 
non can scarcely be said to be characteristic, for less than 
3 per cent of them show it. Moreover, the whirling may 
be confined to a portion of the spot ; it may suddenly develop, 
stop, and even start in the opposite direction. Sun-spots 
seem to have no analogy with terrestrial cyclones. 

As has been stated, the sun must be agitated near its 
surface by vertical convection currents. In the neighbor- 
hood of spots these vertical motions are often very violent. 
The spectroscope shows that sometimes masses of incandes- 
cent gas rise from spots or descend into them with velocities 
as great as 300 miles per second. 

337. The Reversing Layer. — In 1802 Wollaston studied 
sunlight by passing it through a narrow slit instead of a pin- 
hole as Newtoii had done. He found that the solar spec- 
trum is crossed by T dark lines. In a few years the work 
was taken up by Fraunhofer, who soon found that^ the spec- 
trum is covered by an immense number of dark lines. He 
mapped 324 of them in 1815, and they have since been 
known as “ Fraunhofer lines.” A greatly improved map of 
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these lines was made by Kirchhoff in 1801-1802, and still 
another by Angstrom in 1808. In 1 880 I^angloy mapped the 
spectrum with the aid of his bolomelor far into tlio infra red 
region, and in 1886, 1889, and 1893 Rowland published exten- 



Fig. 16(). — a Portion o£ the Solar Spectrum jis bhowii by a Spoctrobcope of Mod- 
erate Power. 

give and very accurate maps from measurements of the spec- 
trum obtained with his po%verful fjrating spectroscope. 

The spectrum of the sun is continuous except for the very 
numerous dark lines which cross it. Therefore, in acoord- 



Fig. 1&7.— The 6-Group of Lines as nhowii by a Powerful Grating Spectroscope. 

ance with the principles of speetriim analysis, the photo- 
sphere of the sun is litjuid or a gun under jrpeat pressure, 
and a cooler gas intervenes betw(‘en it a.nd us. The posi- 
tions of the lines show tliat they arc clue to many heavy 
metals, and since they must be in a vaporous condition 
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to produce this absorption, it follows that they are in the 
solar atmosphere instead of in our own. This absorbing 
material is the reversing layer. 

If the reversing layer could be viewed not projected on 
the brilliant photosphere, it would give a bright line spec- 
trum, the bright lines appearing exactly at the places ordi- 
narily occupied by the (relatively) dark lines. At the total 
eclipse of the sun in 1870, Young placed the slit of his spec- 
troscope tangent to the limb of the sun ; just as the, moon 
cut off the last of the photosphere the spectrum suddenly 
flashed out in bright lines where the dark ones had previously 



Fig. 138 — The Flash Spectrum. Photographed by Frost at the second contact 
of the eclipse of May 28, 1900. 


appeared. Since 1895 the bright lines of the reversing layer 
have been frequently photographed, showing the identity of 
their positions with the Fraunhofer lines. From the dura- 
tion of their appearance as bright lines and the known rate 
at which the moon apparently passes across the disk of the 
sun, it is found that the reversing layer is some 500 or 
600 miles deep. Probably the dusky veil is below and mixed 
with the reversing layer, though their absorption differs 
greatly in an important respect. The continuous absorp- 
tion of the dusky veil is many fold greater near the sun’s 
limb than near its center, while the selective absorption of 
the reversing layer is very nearly uniform over the whole 
surface. 

The spectroscope shows that the reversing layer contains 
the most refractory known materials in a vaporous state, yet 
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at present it is assumed that the photosphere is both consid- 
erably hotter and in a partially condensed condition. An- 
other peculiarity is that the Fraunhofer lines show that the 
reversing layer is in a fairly quiescent state, while the photo- 
sphere below it is in a condition of violent agitation, and the 
chromosphere above is the seat of enormous eruptions. If 
the reversing layer is an atmosphere, it follows from the 
great gravitative power of the sun for matter at its sur- 
face that it should be millions of times denser in its lower 
parts than in the higher regions. But the absorption lines 
indicate that the difference in density is comparatively 
slight. 

338. Chemical Constitution of the Reversing Layer. — 

Shortly before his death, Rowland was engaged in making a 
new, though ‘^preliminary,” map of the solar speetrixm. In 
this map, which he left unfinished, the positions of nearly 
20,000 lines were given. Something like one-third of them 
are due to the absorption by our atmosphere, and the remain- 
der to the reversing layer. By comparing their positions 
with the positions of those which laboratory experiments 
show the various elements give, it is possible to infer the 
chemical constitution of the material producing the absorp- 
tion. In this manner 39 terrestrial elements have been 
shown to exist in the sun. The elements which have been 
found and their atomic weight are given in the table on 
the following page. 

The presence of iron is established by more than 2500 line 
coincidences, calcium by 75, sodium by 13, while lead and 
potassium have but one line coincidence each. It will be 
noticed that nearly all the elements in the list are metals, 
the exceptions being hydrogen, carbon, and oxygen. On 
the other hand, a number of metals, as gold and mercury, are 
missing. Likewise such non-metals as nitrogen, chlorine, 
sulphur, and baron do not appear, although they are found in 
abundance on the earth. 
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Element 

Atomic Weight 

Hydrogen 

1 

Helium 

4 

Glucinum 

9 

Carbon 

12 

Oxygen 

16 

Sodium 

23 

Magnesium 

24 

Aluminium 

27 

Silicon 

32 

Potassium 

39 

Calcium 

40 

Scandium 

44 

Titanium 

48 

Vanadium 

51 

Chromium 

52 

Manganese 

55 

Iron 

56 

Nickel 

58 

Cobalt 

59 

Copper 

63 


Element 

Atomic Weight 

Zinc 

65 

Zirconium 

65 

Gallium 

70 

Germanium 

72 

Strontium 

87 

Yttrium 

89 

Niobium 

94 

Molybdenum 

96 

Rhodium 

103 

Palladium 

106 

Silver 

108 

Cadmium 

112 

Tin 

117 

Barium 

137 

Lanthanum 

139 

Cerium 

140 

Neodymium 

140 

Erbium 

106 

Lead 

207 


While the presence of the spectral lines of an element 
proves its existence, their absence does not show that it does 
not exist. In the first place, such heavy metals as gold and 
mercury would have a strong tendency to sink below the level 
of the reversing layer. Then, again, the characteristic spec- 
tra of many elements, particularly non-metals, are suppressed 
by the presence of certain other elements, particularly met- 
als. Sometimes a very small percentage of the suppressing 
agent is sufficient to obliterate the spectrum of another sub- 
stance. Some elements have spectra which change radically 
under different conditions of temperature, pressure, and elec- 
trical excitation. One of these is oxygen, whose presence 
in the sun was not firmly established until 1897, although it 
was diligently sought for by many observers. Finally, as 
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Lockyer has suggested, many of the so-called elements may 
be in reality compounds which are broken up under the 
extreme conditions prevailing in the sun, and in this man- 
ner their characteristic spectra destroyed. 

The reversing layer is undoubtedly constantly receiving 
material from below and above, so it is safe to say that its 
composition is not qualitatively different from that of the 
remainder of the sun. It is interesting that so many terres- 
trial elements have been found in the sun, for it shows that 
the earth and sun probably have had a common origin. The 
fact that about 40 terrestrial elements have not yet been 
found may be accounted for in several ways besides assuming 
that they do not exist in the sun. There are 12,000 Fraun- 
hofer lines which have been measured but not identified, and 
also a vast number of faint ones which have not been meas- 
ured. There also remains an enormous amount of laboratory 
work to be done on the spectra of the elements, particularly 
under extreme conditions of temperature and pressure. 

339 . The Chromosphere. — Above the reversing layer lies 
the chromosphere, a gaseous envelope 5000 to 10,000 miles 
in depth. At the time of a total eclipse it can be seen as 
a brilliant scarlet ring surrounding the sun, and its surface 
seems to be seething with tongues of leaping flames. 

The spectrum of the chromosphere is made up of bright 
lines, some of which are permanent while others come and go. 
The permanent lines are mostly due to hydrogen, helium, 
and calcium. The intermittent lines are mostly bright 
‘^reversals” of the dai'k Fraunhofer lines (see Art. 341). 
They are due to many elements which, while highly healed, 
have been thrown up through the reversing layer. The 
color of the chromosphere is largely due to a red hydrogen 
line. There is always a bright yellow line near tliose given 
by sodium, which was ascribed to an element, unknown 
on the earth until 1895, called helkm (from hdios ^ sun), 
because it was found only in the sun. In March, 1896, on 
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examining the spectrum of the mineral clevite, Eamsay 
found this helium line. It was then a problem of chemistry 
to separate this hitherto unknown element and to find its 
properties. Helium was found to have, next to hydrogen, 
the lowest atomic weight of any known element. It is very 
inactive, entering into no known chemical combinations with 
other elements. It has the lowest refractive index of any 
known substance, and is an excellent conductor of electricity. 
Its rate of diffusion is 15 times its theoretical value, while 
its solubility in water is almost zero. It is the only gas that 
can be obtained in considerable quantities which has not 
been liquefied. When the element radium disintegrates, 
helium is one of the products. 

It is a remarkable fact that calcium, which in the gaseous 
state is 40 times as heavy as hydrogen under similar con- 
ditions, is so widely diffused thi'oughout the tenuous chromo- 
sphere. It is at least coextensive with hydrogen and helium. 
It seems that for some reason gravity is almost entirely bal- 
anced by opposite tendencies in these regions. This conclu- 
sion is supported by the fact that the enormous chromosphere 
has, like the reversing layer, nearly the same density at all 
levels. 

A further remarkable fact is that helium, which is univer- 
sally present in the chromosphere, gives no dark Fraunhofer 
lines. This seems to be a direct contradiction of Kirchhoff’s 
law which holds true in other known cases. 

340. Prominences. — In sharp contrast with the quiescent 
condition of the reversing layer, the chromosphere is in a state 
of violent commotion. Vast eruptions, called prominences^ 
rise up from it to altitudes of from 50,000 to 800,000 miles, 
with velocities sometimes as great as 500 or 600 miles per 
second. If the materials of which the prominences are com- 
posed did not encounter some resistance, their enormous 
velocities would carry them away from the sun never to 
.return (see Art. 111). 
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Prominences were formerly visible only at the times of 
total eclipses of the sun, for the illumination of the earth’s 
atmosphere extinguishes them at other times. But if the 
light from the limb of the sun is passed through a spectro- 
scope, the prominences can be seen at any time. The spec- 
troscope spreads out and correspondingly enfeebles the 
continuous light of the atmospheric illumination. The light ' 
of the prominences is made up of bright lines whose intensity, 
therefore, is not diminished by the spectroscope. Conse- 
quently the atmospheric illumination may be reduced so 
that the pi'ominences are visible. 



Fig. 159. — Solar Prominences. Photographed hy Fox at the Yerkes Observatory, 


The velocities in prominences are determined both from ^ 
apparent motions perpendicular to the line of sight, and also 
from line displacements in accordance with the Doppler- 
Fizeau principle. In any particular case the actual motion 
is the resultant of the two components, which are generally 
of the same order of magnitude. It must be admitted that^ 
the velocities found are suspiciously large for the actual 
motion of material, but no other satisfactory explanation of 
the phenomena has been suggested. 

Not all the prominences are eruptive. Besides those 
which burst out suddenly, rising to great heights and quickly 
subsiding, there are others called quiescent prominences 
which spread out, like the tops of banyan trees, with here 
and there a stem reaching to the denser regions below* 
Curiously they sometimes seem to develop at great heights, 
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as though material already in those regions had for some 
reason suddenly become visible. 

341. The Spectroheliograph. — The photosphere radiates a 
continuous spectrum, while above it is the reversing layer 
which produces the dark absorption lines. Some of these 
lines, as the ^-line due to calcium, are broad because of the 
great extent of the absorbing layer. Now calcium is abun- 
dant in the prominences, and moreover it shines with an in- 
tensity greater than that of the reversing laj^er. The result 
is that the reversing layer makes a broad dark line, say the 



jfi[^line, and above it is more luminous calcium in a rarer state 
which produces a narrow bright line in the midst of the dark 
one. The line is said to be ‘‘doubly reversed.” 

The spectroheliograph is an instrument invented and per- 
fected by Hale in 1891 for the purpose of photographing the 
sun with the light from a single element. The ideas upon 
which it depends were almost simultaneously developed and 
applied by Deslandres. In this instrument, or combination 
of instruments, the sunlight is passed through a spectroscope 
and is spread out into a spectrum. The jS'-line, which is 
most frequently used, is doubly reversed in the regions of 
faculae and prominences. All the spectrum is cut off by an 
opaque screen except the bright part of the ^-line, which 
passes through a second narrow slit. That is, the only light 
which passes through both slits is the calcium light from that 
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portion of the sun’s image which falls on the first slit of the 
spectroscope. 



Pm. ICl. — Speetroheliogram of the Sun hy Hale and Ellerman. The doubly re- 
versed calcium line was used. 


In Fig. 160, S is the image of the sun at the focal plane 
of the telescope, A is the slit of the spectroscope (the prisms 
we not shown), T is the spectrum wliich falls on the screen 
B, Bin & slit in the screen B which is adjusted so that it 
admits the bright center of the doubly reversed JT-line, and 
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P is a photographic plate on which the K-line falls. The 
apparatus is made so that the slit^ may be moved across the 
image of the sun jS, and the slit P simultaneously moved so 
that the JST-line falls on successively different parts of the 
photographic plate P. In this manner a photograph of the 
hot calcium vapors which lie above the reversing layer may 
be obtained. Some other lines have also been used in this 
way. 

The width of a line depends upon the density of the gas 
which emits it. Suppose a thick layer of calcium gas which 
is rare at the top and denser at the bottom gives a bright K- 
line. The central part will be due to light coming from all 
depths, particularly from the higher layers where the absorp- 
tion is unimportant. On the other hand, the marginal parts 
of the line will be due to light coming from the lower levels 
where the gas is denser. Following out these principles, and 
using a very narrow slit, Hale first obtained photographs of 
different levels of the solar atmosphere. 

342. The Corona. — During total eclipses the sun is seen 
to be surrounded by a halo of pearly light, called the corona^ 
extending out 200,000 or 300,000 miles, while some of the 
streamers reach out at least 5,000,000 miles. So far it has 
not been possible to find any observational evidence of the 
corona except at the times of total eclipses of the sun. One 
’of the reasons that eclipses are of great scientific interest is 
that they afford an opportunity of studying this remarkable 
solar appendage. The brief duration of total eclipses and 
their infrequency have made progress in the researches on 
the corona rather slow. 

The corona is not arranged in concentric layers like an 
atmosphere, but is made up of complicated systems of 
streamers, in general stretching out radially from the sun, 
but often simply and doubly curved, and somewhat resem- 
bling auroras. Many observers have declared that its finely 
detailed structure resembles the Orion nebula. 




Fia. J62.— The Eumford Bpectrohe!!ograph attaelied to the 40-Inch Telescope of 
the Yerkes Observatory, The light is turned through ISO^" by the train Of 
prisma, ami the plate holder Is nearly m the plane of the sHt, 
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Fig. 163. - 


2 p 


- Photographs of Different Levels of a Group of Spots by Fox. The 
uighest level is shown in the upper picture. 
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The eoi-oual streamers often, perhaps generally, have their 
bases in the regions of active prominences, blit exceptions 
have been noted. That they are in some vray connected 
with activity on the sun, is shown by the fact that the form 
of the corona changes in a cycle of about 11 years, the 
same as that of sun-spot activity. At sun-spot maxima the 
coronal streamers radiate from all latitudes nearly equally. 



Fig. 164. — Photograph of the Sun’s Corona at the Eclipse of Jan. 21, 1898, hy 
the Lick Observatory Expedition. 

As the maxima pass, the coronal streamers gradually with- 
draw from^ the poles of the sun and extend out to greater 
distances in the sun-spot zones. At the spot minima the 
corona consists of short rays in the polar regions, curved 
away from the solar axis, and long streamers extending out 
in the equatorial plane. 

The spectroscope shows that the corona emits three hinds 
of light. First, there is a small quantity which is known to 
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be reflected sunlight, for it gives, though faintly, the Fraun- 
hofer absorption lines, and it is polarized. Second, there is 
white light whose source, according to Kirchhoff’s laws, must 
be incandescent solid or liquid particles. Lastly, there is 
a bright line spectrum whose source, according to Kirchhoff’s 
laws, is an incandescent gas. The most conspicuous line is 
m the green and is emitted by an element, called coronium, 



Fiq. 166 — J^otograph of the Corona, at the Eclipse of May 28 1900 bv the 
Yerke^ Observatory Expedition. This was at I time of mi^murs^'^St 


which is not yet known on the earth. There seems to be at 
least one other substance present, but no known elements. 

According to present ideas the corona consists of dust 
particles, liquid globules, and small masses of gas which are 
widely scattered. From the amount of light and heat radi- 
ated, and from the temperature which masses so near the sun 
must have, Arrhenius computes that there is one dust 
particle, on the average, in every 14 cubic yards of the 
corona. The excessive rarity of the corona is shown by the 
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fact that comets have plunged through hundreds of thousands 
of miles of it without being sensibly retarded. The dust par- 
ticles and liquid globules give the reflected light, the liquid 
tlie continuous spectrum, and the gases the bright line spec- 
trum. The form of the corona shows that its condition of 
equilibrium is not at all similar to tliat of an atmosphere' 
like the one surrounding the earth. Its increase of density 
toward the sun is inexplicably slow, though doubtless light 
pressure and electric forces are opposed to gravity. Its 
radial structure and periodic variation in general form are 
without satisfactory explanation. 

343. The Eleven-year Cycle. — It has been explained that 
sun-spots vary in frequency and distribution on the sun’s 
surface in a period averaging a little more than eleven years. 
There are a number of other phenomena which undergo 
changes in the same period. 

The faculce are most numerous in the sun-spot zones, 
although they occur all over the sun. Both their number 
and the positions of the zones wliere they are most numerous 
vary periodically in the sun-spot period. This is quite to be 
expected, for the sun-spots and faculee are both photospherie 
phenomena. 

The eruptive prominences are frequent in the sun-spot 
belts and vary in position with them. The evidence so far 
also shows periodic variations in numbei’s. The quiescent 
prominences, on the other hand, cluster in the polar regions. 

The coronal types clearly vary in the eleven-year cycle, as 
was explained in the preceding article. Doubtless the total 
solar radiation varies to some extent in the same period, 
though this has not been verified ol)servationally, but the 
time is now ripe for the investigation. The spectra of sun- 
spots vary with the period of the spots, but the Fraunhofer 
lines arc singularly invariable. 

The great vibrations which so powerfully agitate the sun 
extend to the earth and doubtless to the whole solar system. 
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It has been long known that both the liorizontal and vertical 
components of the earth’s magnetism vary in the sun-spot 
period, and that magnetic disturbances (“ storms ”) are most 
frequent at the times when sun-spots are most numerous. 
Likewise auroras occur most frequently at the epochs of 



Fig. 166. — Curves of Magnetic Storms, Prominences, Faculse, and Sun-spots, 

from 1882 to 1904. 


great sun-spot activity. In fact, magnetic storms and 
auroras never occur except when there is great activity in 
the sun in the form of sun-spots or prominences ; but there 
are frequent disturbances on the sun without accompanying 
terrestrial phenomena. 

The first suggestion was that the sun induces changes in 
the earth’s magnetic state by sending out electromagnetic 
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waves. Lord Kelvin raised the objection that if 'the snn 
sends ont these waves in every direction, it would o>ive ouf 
as mueli energy m eight hours of an ordinary electric sto " 
as it radiates in light and heat in four months. ™ 

A recent exhaustive discussion of the data has led Maun, 
del to the conclusion that the source of the i)eriodic imo-nof 
storms is in the sun, that the magnetic dislmW^f^t 
fined to lestiicted areas on the sun, and that their influpun 
are propag,.,ed out from the ..... i,. »I.ioT. .-Iw ? 
the sun; that when these cones of mao'iiptic rlicf, , 
strike the earth, magnetic storms are induced and tint tl^^* 
magnotic storm, have i„ti,„,.to, though .mku: l“ 

w,th ,uu.,pol,. The most i, .. porta., t co..t,ft.„tou of S 
investigation was that there is much observational evidence 
to show that the sun is not to be regarded as surrounded bv 
a polarized mapielic sphere, but that there are definite and 
mtense stream-hues of magnetic influence, probably connected 
with the coronal rays, reaching out principally C the 
spot zones in directions which are not necessarily radial 
IS a little too early to formulate a jirecise themw as to 

magnetic forces and ight pressure, or whether they involve 
the minute corpuscles of which atoms are composed or 
whether they are phenomena of matter and energy of a char- 
acter and in a state not yet recognized by science. 

QUESTIONS 

1. Enumerate the different known layers of the sun. 
in addition toThe"^^^^^^^^ ^ veil 

ph«,re doe.s, prove that the spots are in elevated regions. ^ ^ 

0 . Describe the rotation of the sun. “ 
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6. Describe the periodicity of sun-spots. 

7. Enumerate some of the unsettled questions respecting sun-spqts. 

8. Describe the physical condition and the chemical constitution of 
the reversing layer. 

9. Describe the chromosphere and prominences. 

10. What are the uses of the spectroheliograph ? 

11. Why can not the corona be observed through the spectroscope at 
any time as prominences are observed ? 

12. Describe the supposed constitution of the corona. 



CHAPTER XV 


EVOLUTION- OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM 

344. Evolution. — A very slow change, especially if it be 
from the simple and unorganized to the complex and or- 
ganized, is said to be an evolution. Curiously, the idea of 
evolution has been repugnant to some minds, although rapid 
and radical change in most things is a matter of universal 
experience. Perhaps the reason is that an evolution is, on 
the whole, a progression in one direction, while many of the 
changes of ordinary experience, such as the succession of the 
seasons, are periodic. 

As our knowledge increases we find that evei'ything is in 
a state of change. Individuals change, institutions change, 
languages change, and even the “ eternal hills ” are washed 
away in a moment of geological time. Now we are about to 
consider a series of changes in which the sun and planets in 
their present conditions and relations constitute but a single 
phase of a great evolution. 

345. The Data of Evolution. — It is obvious that a knowl- 
edge of the system at pi'esent is necessary in order that 
its evolution may be worked out. It is certain that not 
everything is known which is pertinent to the inquiry, nor, 
indeed, will everything about it ever be known; but this 
will not prevent a discussion of at least the broad outlines 
of its development. There are plenty of examples where 
the general features of a series of changes can be predicted 
without knowing every small factor which enters into the 
problem. For example, the temperature of a place depends 
not only upon its latitude and the seasons, but also upon a 
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vast multitude of minor influences. It is impossible to fore- 
tell precisely what the temperature of a place will be at any 
given instant ; but from the knowledge of the seasons, and 
the differences in night and day, the general outlines of 
temperature variations can be worked out. Similarly, it is 
not to be expected that all the details of the evolution of the 
solar system can be given, but the general outlines are not 
hopelessly and permanently beyond us. 

The greatest source of danger to a theory which is to be 
applied during immense ages is that there may be influences 
which are imperceptible in intervals of time covered by 
experience, but which operate continually in one direction. 
Ihus, to take again the illustration of the weather, if it were 
true that the sun will radiate continually less and less heat, 
and if we were ignorant of this fact, our predictions of tem- 
perature conditions in the remote future would not be veri- 
fied. It follows that the conclusions, especially in the details, 
which may be drawn from a theory of evolution, are more 
unceitain the more remote they are from the present. 

In addition to the knowledge of the present condition of 
the solar system, we must know also the laws of its change 
in order to work out its evolution. It is something like the 
simpler problem of predicting where the planets will be a 
year from now. To do it we must know both where they 
3)r6 now 3<n<i also th.G laws of tlioir motions. 

Hence, the data of the evolution of the solar system are 
both its present condition and also the laws according to 
which its phenomena proceed. 

346. The Value of a Theory of Evolution. — Facts are 
important in proportion to the number of their known 
relations to other facts. Since a theory of evolution is con- 
cerned largely with relations, an attempt at a development 
of one forces our attention toward the correlation of facts. 
Moreover, the relations are examined in a critical spirit. 
Therefore an attempt at the construction of a theory of 
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evolution is of value because it leads to a better understand- 
ing of the material upon which it is being based. 

A scientific theory invariably demands data in addition 
to that upon which it was founded. In this way it stimu- 
lates and directs investigation. In spite of the fact that 
we sometimes hear that the scientist should keep himself 
clear of preconceived notions, it is true that a great majority 
of discoveries have been made by those who were looking 
for the very things found. In most other cases the discov- 
eries were made in attempting to find the opposite thing, or 
at least a different one of the same type, under the prompt- 
ings of a false or of an imperfect theory. Hence a second 
value of a theory of evolution is that it leads to the dis- 
covery of new facts. 

A broad scientific theory involves many secondary theories 
depending upon special groups of phenomena. For example, 
in the solar system there are the theories of the motions of 
the planets, of the capture of comets, of Saturn’s rings, of 
the zodiacal light, of the equatorial acceleration of the sun, 
etc. In the construction of a general theory of evolution of 
the system these secondary theories must be related to the 
whole, and in this manner they are subjected to a searching 
examination. This criticism of secondary theories, whether 
it be constructive or destructive, constitutes another impor- 
tant value of a wide generalization. 

It is by means of scientific theoifies that events may he 
controlled for our benefit, or that we may adjust ourselves 
to them. Although the direct contributions of astronomy 
to the welfare of mankind are important and many, yet it 
is not so largely directly utilitarian as most of the other 
sciences. But the indirect benefits of astronomy in enrich- 
ing our intellectual experiences are not surpassed by those 
of any other science. 

When we think of it, we find that very many of our activi- 
ties are directed to satisfying our mental wants. Thus, we 
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do not travel to get more to eat or wear, but to acquire 
broader vzews of the world by gaining a knowledge of unfa, 
imhar things. The important thing in traveling is not that 
we go to any particular place, but that we get the intellectual 
expeiiences. Astronomers can not travel through the vast 
regmns of space which they explore, but the long arms of 
their analysis reach out and gather up the. facts and brinff 
them to their consciousness with a vividness scarcely sur- 
passed in any experience. In this way, astronomy virtually 

an incomparably wide field. 

1 interest in this connection is that 

when a satisfactory theory of evolution has been developed, 
it extends our experience similarly in time. 

Finally, a theory which gives a unity to a great variety of 
observational data is of rare aesthetic value. It corresponds 
to the catalogue of imperfectly related facts upon which it is 
based as a finished and beautiful house does to the unsiffhtlv 
heaps of stone, brick, and wood from which it may be built, 
in some reflections along this line, near the end of his work 
on descriptive astronomy, Laplace said, “Contemplated as 
one grand whole, astronomy is the most beautiful monument 
of the human mind, the noblest record of its intelligence.” 

HISTOEICAL 

nf ~ ^ theory of the evolution 

of the solar system, and the much broader one of the 
evolution^ of the whole sidereal universe, on an approxi- 
mately scientific basis, was first pubHshed in 1750 by T^mas 
right of Durham, England. He supposed that the Milky 
Way IS composed of a yast number of grayitating systems 

“ a great double ring ^which 
'trerS rr™*? perpendicular to its plane. He 

of ® incidentally as exemplifying 

some of his conjectures respecting the sidereal system 
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lu 1761 the work of Wright fell into the hands of the 
young philosopher Kant, who at once turned his brilliant 
mind to the contemplation of the problems of cosmogony. 
In 1755 he published a work on this subject in which he 
accepted the general ideas of Wright, especially respecting 
the structure of the galaxy, but his principal contribution . 
was in the development of a theory of evolution of the solar 
system. He frankly considered the question of the growth 
of the present solar system from a more primitive condition, 
and to guard against the prejudices of liis time he showed in 
the preface that a belief in such an evolution need not in the 
least alter one’s belief in a Supreme Being. * 

Kant advanced the hypothesis that in the beginning all 
of the material which is now in the various members of the 
solar system was in a state of ununited elements, and that it 
was scattei'ed uniformly throughout the space now occupied 
by these bodies. He considered that this is the simplest 
possible hypothesis for the origin of the system. He as- 
cribed the destruction of the homogeneity of the original 
mass to the diversity of the elements and to their different 
powers of attraction. He supposed that the heavier mole- 
cules would attract to themselves the lighter ones in their 
vicinity, and that these small aggregations would continually 
grow by the accretion of smaller masses. Motions would be 
developed, and because of the initial uniform distribution of 
matter, the resultant attractions would be toward the center 
of the whole system. He called attention to the fact that 
attraction would be opposed by gaseous expansion, and in 
some obscure way he supposed that these repulsive forces 
would generate lateral motions in the small nuclei. At first 
the nuclei would be moving in every possible direction, but 
he assumed that successive collisions would eliminate all 
except a few moving in the same direction, and in nearly 
circular orbits. 

Kant considered in successive chapters the densities and 
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ratios of the masses of the planets, the eccentricities of the 
planetary orbits and the origin of comets, the origin of satel- 
lites and the rotations of the planets, the origin of the rings 
of Saturn, the zodiacal light, and a theory of the constitution 
and physical condition of the sun. 

The beauty and generality of Kant’s theory are enticing, 
but it involves some obvious difficulties. First, the repulsive 
forces would not be competent to set up a revolution of the 
whole system, for as long as it is not subject to exterior 
influences the whole amount of rotation is constant. Besides 
this, even if the revolution were granted, it is by no means 
evident^ that there would be one dominating central mass, 
and that all motions except those nearly in one plane and in 
the same direction would be destroyed. 

Kant’s treatment of the many special topics shows a won- 
derful keenness of intellect and power of generalization, but 
his arguments were often faulty because his knowledge of 
physical laws was very imperfect. His work on the evolution 
of the solar sj^stem is historically of the highest interest; but as 
his theory fails completely in certain essential respects, it will 
not be profitable to give more of the details in this place. 

348. Laplace’s Ring Hypothesis. — In 1796 Laplace pub- 
lished a most excellent and charmingly written popular 
exposition of astronomy. In it he explained with pride and 
exultation how one difficulty after another had been over- 
come by astronomers until practically every question had 
been settled. It is improbable that astronomers will ever' 
again have so few problems demanding solution as they did 
at that time. In the last chapter of his work, Laplace ad- 
vanced his ideas respecting the development of the solar 
system, neglecting entirely the more general question of the 
evolution of the sidereal universe. In the several editions 
which appeared before his death in 1827, numerous additions 
to his original remarks were made, but there is no evidence 
that he had ever heard of the work of Kant. 
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Laplace called attention to the fact that all of the motions 
of revolution and of rotation in the solar system then known 
were almost in the same plane and in the same direction. 
He calculated that this condition would be the result of 
chance only once in more than 500,000,000 of cases, show- 
ing, therefore, that it is due in all probability to some 
initial state from which the system has developed. He likeT 
wise called attention to the remarkable fact that the orbits 
of the planets are nearly circular, while those of comets are 
sensibly parabolic. 

Buffon had advanced the theory that the planets are 
composed of material which has been driven off from the sun 
by the impact of a comet which has fallen into it. Laplace 
said that this was the only theory of the origin of the planets 
with which he was familiar ; and he pointed out the fatal 
objection to it that matter driven off in this manner would, 
unless it receded to an infinite distance from the sun, return 
to the point from which it started and reunite with the 
original mass. 

The theory of Laplace was advanced “ with that distrust 
which everything ought to inspire that is not a result of ob- 
servation or of calculation.” In outline the theory was that 
originally the solar atmosphere (in later editions a nebulous 
envelope), in an intensely heated condition, extended out 
beyond the orbit of the farthest planet; the whole mass 
rotated as a solid in the dii’ection in which the planets now 
move ; the dimensions of the solar atmosphere were main- 
tained largely by gaseous expansion of the excessively heated 
vapors, and slightly by the centrifugal acceleration due to 
the rotation ; as the mass lost heat by radiation, it contracted 
under the mutual gravitation of its parts ; simultaneously 
with its contraction its rate of rotation necessarily increased, 
for the total quantity of rotation (the moment of momentum) 
must have remained constant ; after a time the centrifu- 
gal acceleration at the equator equaled the attraction, and 
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a ring was left off, the remainder continuing to contract ; 
a ling was abandoned at the distance of each planet ; a rino" 
could scarcely have had perfect uniformity, and, separating 
at some point it united at some other, because of the mutual 
attractions of its parts, and formed a planet ; finally, the 
satellites were formed from rings, left off by the contracting 
pl^ets, Saturn’s ring being the only example still remaining. 

ihe theory of Laplace was less pretentious than that of 
Kant in that it did not attempt to explain the whole uni- 
verse, and for that reason possibly less liable to general 
suspicion respecting its soundness. It carried with it the 
immense prestige of the name of Laplace, and was soon quite 
generally accepted. It has exercised an incalculable influ- 
ence upon the science and philosophy of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. No one knows to what an extent it has entered into 
everything from the interpretation of astronomical and 
geological phenomena to the discussion and explanation of 
theological sptems. Because of this wide influence, the 
additions which have been made to it and the objections 

which have been raised against it will be treated in consid- 
erable detail. 


349. The Bearing of the Contraction Theory of the Sun’s 
Heat — Laplace assumed that the original solar nebula was 
enormously distended and heated, and that it has been con- 
tracting as a consequence of its loss of heat. After the 
development of the theory of the conservation of energy 
and the work of Helmholtz on the contraction theory of 
the sun s heat, this assumption of an original high tempera- 
ture was no longer necessary. This theory of the mainte- 
nance of the enerp poured out in the solar radiation makes 
. Pi‘ol>able that the sun has been continually contract- 

hvDotb^^r Laplacian 
hypothesis, though it is obvious that it is by no means neces- 

*^® contracted from the form 

postulated by Laplace. 
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350. The Meteoritic Hypothesis. — Lookyer has advanced 
the hypothesis that all matter was primarily in the meteoric 
state instead of the gaseous. He supposes that the nebulas 
are vast swarms of meteors which are visible because the 
collisions make small portions of their whole masses incan- 
descent. 

G. H. Darwin has investigated the mechanical condition 
of a great swarm of meteors. He found that if the dimen- 
sions and mass are like those of the solar system, the condi- 
tions are iiot sensibly different from wliat they would be if 
they were gaseous. It amounts simply to enlarging the mole- 
cules, and the theory need not be considered separately from 



that of Laplace. Darwin showed that when the mass was 
widely extended it would necessarily rotate as a solid. 

, 351. Tidal Evolution. — Before considering the objections 
to the Laplacian hypothesis, it will be necessary to review 
briefly the possible effects of the tides on the evolution oi 
the system, as developed in a series of remarkable papers 
published by Darwin from 1878 to 1882. A large jpart of the 
work is of general application, but the detailed numerical 
illustrations i^eferred to the earth and moon. 

Darwin supposed that the earth is a viscous mass subject 
to the tides of the moon and sun. The viscosity was sup- 
posed to be so great that in such small masses as can be 
subjected to laboratory e.xperiments it would amount to 
sensibly perfect rigidity. F rom the fact that there is a lack 
of perfect rigidity there will certainly be body tides (the 
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oceamo and atmospheric tides are neglected in this discus- 

will be as represented in Pis'. ] 67 

where the tides are enormously magnified for the purpose of 
mustrahon. The light curve .hows where the tfdesCould 
be if the earth were a perfect fluid, and the heavy curve 
s lows the position that they occupy after being carried for- 
ward by the earth s rotation. ^ 

tio^nn ei¥ec1»the moon’s attrac- 

and r A wha/rtF^rfi^ upon the earth’s rotation, 

and (eh) what effects the attractions of the tides A and £ 

will have upon the motion of the moon. 

*1 ea,sily seen that when the month is longer than 

the lemil situated as represented in Fig. 167), 

nclude? thi 6 ^^es are 

included, the day is lengthened still more. Darwin showed 

!rb t ar?botTch f and that of the moon’s 

oibit are both changed, the character of the changes depend- 
ing upon quite a number of factors ° 

re.oSed’’ -If “V be 
esolyed into ^ components, one toward £ and one per- 
pendicular to ^ in the direction of the moon’s motion ^In 
the case of the tide .B the component perpendicular to £W 
.. ® direction of the moon’s motion. But the 

attraction of the tide A is greater than that of £, and the 
ang e AM£ IS a little greater than the angle BME. There 
. fm-e the whole resultant is an acceleration of the moon The 
effect of an acceleration is to increase the size of the moS 
orbit and to lengthen the month. 

352. Outline of Darwin’s History of the Earth-Moon Sys- 
tem. — Carrying the computation backward in time, Darwin 
f considered a probable initial state of the 

prfsLTtCV^^ evolution to the 

piesent time. lor convenience, the outline will be worded 

cs though no question remained respecting its exact truth. 

2 Q- 
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At least 54,000,000 years ago the earth and moon formed 
one li)ody having a diameter a little over 8000 miles. Tiiis 
mass rotated on its axis in a i)eriod of about 5 of our pres- 
ent hours, and the plane of its equator was inclined 11° 
or 12® to the plane of the ecliptic. The mass was rotating 
so fast that it was in unstable equilibrium, and the moon 
broke off under the stimulus of the sun’s tides. At this 
time the earth and moon revolved around their common 
center of gravity^ and on their axes in the same period 
(about 5 hours). When the earth contracted it rotated 
more rapidly, the day was shorter than the month, and tidal 
evolution began. The tides lengthened both the day and 
the month, but the month more rapidly than the day. This 
increase of periods has continued until the present condi- 
tions have been reached. 

Similarly, the earth raised tides on the moon and increased 
the length of the lunar day until it equaled the length of 
the month. The eccentricity of the moon’s orbit increased 
for a time, and has decreased ever since. The inclination of 
the plane of the earth’s equator to the plane of the ecliptic 
increased from 11° or 12° to 23.5°, and the plane of the 
moon’s orbit has changed from coincidence with the plane of 
the earth’s equator until it is now inclined to the plane of 
the eclii)tic by only 5° 9'. 

In the future the day will increase in length faster than 
the month, the day and the month will become equal at 50 
or 60 of our present days, and the moon’s orbit will be circu- 
lar, except as it is disturbed by the attraction of the sun. If 
the earth and moon were the only two bodies in existence, 
this condition would be permanent. But the sun’s tides 
will interfere and bring the moon back toward the earth, in 
such a way that the day will always be a little longer than 
the month, and the evolution will eventually end by the 
earth and moon again uniting. 

The working of body tides generates heat, and Darwin com- 
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puted that enough heat has already been produced in the 
eartii by the tides to raise its temperature, if all applied at 
once, 8000 I ahrenheit. 

353. Evidences of Tidal Evolution. — The work of Darwin 
IS based on the assumptions (which seem most certain) that 
the earth is not perfectly rigid and that there is internal 
friction when it is distorted. But the tidal reactions are 
excessively complicated, they are quite different with 
different degrees of visco.sity, rates of rotation and revolu- 
tion, and in some cases slight changes in. the assumptions 
would make important changes in the conclusions. As a 
rule the tides with long periods work against those with 

influences in general predominate. 
Ihe difficulties of the problem and the uncertainties of the 
data make it important that the theory be verified, if possi- 
Die, by the actual phenomena. 

The most striking fact, and the one which probably first 
directed inquiry to this subject, is that the same side of the 
moon IS always toward the earth. This agrees perfectly 
with the theory, which shows tliat, under the hypotheses, 
this condition is the result of the earth’s attraction for the 
tides which It has generated on the moon. Other similar 
tacts are that Japetus constantly turns one side toward Sat- 
urn (Art. 279), and that Mercury and Venus probably always 
present the same face to the sun (Arts. 260 and 262). Of 
course, there is no way of knowing how fast the original 

rotations were and how much work tidal friction has done in 
tnese cases. 

Mars rotates more slowly than its inner satellite revolves 
(Arts. 264 and 265), instead of faster as it would if it con- 

donf supposes, from the dimen- 
« °rbit. This fact is incapable of 
explanation directly under the Laplacian hypothesis, but 
arwin eplams it by supposing that the sun’s tides have 
engthened the planet’s day from the period of the satellite’s 
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revolution to its present period. He regards this as verify- 
ing his theory of tidal evolution and as relieving the La- 
placian hypothesis of a very serious objection. However, 
Nolan has pointed out that Phobos is so near Mars that, 
notwithstanding its small mass, its tides are comparable to 
those of the sun ; and since it revolves faster than tlie planet 
rotates the tides which it generates tend to decrease the size 
of its orbit. He calculated that before the sun’s tides would 
lengthen the day by one minute, the satellite would be pre- 
cipitated upon the planet by the action of its own tides. 

The inner particles of Saturn’s ring system revolve much 
more rapidly than the planet rotates. Since this planet is 
six times as far from the sun as Mars is, solar tidal influences 
will be much less effective, for they vary inversely as the 
sixth power of the distance. The density, dimensions, and 
rate of rotation are all modifying factors ; but taking what 
seem to be conservative estimates of those which are not well 
known, it is found that to explain this difficulty as Darwin 
did the similar one in the case of Mars, more than 3000 times 
as long an interval would be required. One certainly would 
not infer either from the Laplacian hypothesis or from the 
present condition of these bodies that Saturn is 3000 times 
as old as Mars. 

If the earth once rotated on its axis in 5 or 6 hours, it must ■ 
have been greatly bulged at the equator, as J upiter is now. 
The retardation of the tides would be greatest in the equa- 
torial regions, and it might be expected that there would he 
still some evidence of the equatorial zone lagging behind the 
higher latitudes, but none is found. Moreover*, as the rota- 
tion decreased the earth rvould become more nearly spherical. 
In changing its shape the most mobile parts would be 
affected first before the strain became great. Therefore, we 
should expect, under the theory, that both poles would now 
be covered deeply with water, and that tire equatorial zone 
would be entirely land. There is no geological evidence 
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of any radical change of shape during a time which geologists 
estimate as 100,000,000 years or more. 

The satellites of Jupiter and Saturn undoubtedly raise 
tides upon their respective primaries just as the moon does 
upon the earth. In a similar way the planets raise tides 
upon the sun. Moreover, in all these cases the tide-raising 
bodies revolve neaidy in the equatorial planes of the bodies 
around which they circulate, and the periods of rotation and 
revolution are such that the tides tend to cause equatorial 
retardations. But notwithstanding the fact that these forces 
have been at work probably many tens of millions of years, 
we find in every one of these three cases that the tidally dis- 
torted body has an equatorial acceleration instead of a retar- 
dation. Since no instance is known where the opposite is 
true, these must be considered very significant facts. 

Curiously no other known fact is more favorable to the 
theory of tidal evolution than the character of tlie moon’s 
rotation, while no other fact is more unfavorable than the 
absence of evidence of any change in the shape of the earth. 
Perhaps the explanation of the apparent contradiction lies in 
the fact that the character and magnitude of the tidal influ- 
ences depend upon the rigidity of the disturbed body, and 
upon the period of its rotation compared to the period of 
revolution of the tide-raising body. The viscosity of the 
moon and its rate of rotation may always have been related 
to the month so that the tides always tended to bring about 
the present state of aflPairs ; while the rigidity and day of 
the earth may very well have been related to the month so 
that the earth’s rotation has not been sensibly changed. 

We may conclude that the theory of tidal evolution 
depends upon sound principles, but that, because of the 
uncertain factors involved and the contradictions in the 
observational evidence, its influence on the evolution of 
the system can not now be correctly estimated. 

354. Facts which Support the Laplacian Hypothesis. — The 
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following phenomena are in agreement with Laplace’s theory 
(and possibly with other theories also), and have been the 
basis for its wide acceptance. 

1. The planets all revolve nearly in the same plane and in 
the same direction. 

2. Tlieir orbits are all nearly circular. 

3. The sun rotates in the direction in which the planets 
revolve. 

4. The planes of the equators of the planets and of the 
orbits of their satellites are nearly coincident with the 
planes of their orbits (Uranus and Neptune present 
exceptions). 

5. The satellites revolve in the direction that their respec- 
tive primaries rotate (the ninth satellite of Saturn and 
probably the seventh satellite of Jupiter are exceptions, while 
the positions of the planes of the equators of Uranus and 
Neptune are not known). 

6. According to the contraction theory of the sun’s heat, 
this body was once vastly larger than at present. 

The agreement of these facts with what the Laplacian 
theory would lead us to expect is obvious. There are many 
other facts which do not seem to be inconsistent with the 
theory, but which have not been shown necessarily to follow 
from it. 

355. Facts which are Inconsistent with the Laplacian 
Hypothesis. — For many years astronomers have found it 
difficult to reconcile the Laplacian hypothesis with all the 
phenomena iiresented by the solar system. The most criti- 
cal examination yet published of the crucial facts and prin- 
ciples is contained in the papers by Chamberlin and the 
author which appeared in 1900.^ It was shown in these 

1 Chamberlin, “An Attempt to tost the Nebular Hypothesis by the Bela- 
tions of Masses and Momenta,*'* .hnmml of (Jeolotjy^ February-March, 190Q; 
Moulton, “ An Attempt to test the Nt^bular Hypothesis by an Appeal to the 
Laws of Dynamics,” Astmphystml Journal, March, 1000, 
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is necessary to abandon the ring theory 
because it is inconsistent with certain data given by obser- 
vation when taken in connection with the princinles of 

The priori, TiiTto'r-™'™" ““ “''“y 

the ^ pk^’Tthl 

be ,„e„Lrr,T‘1“'? 1 '■‘“““"T «>‘ to 

De expected on tlie basis of the ring theory. 

3. 1 he orbits of the planetoids contradict the ring theory. 

the Jer S otT, “■* S 

r rp, ® Saturn can not be satisfactorily explained 

be -fte 

6. A series of rings could not have been left off. 

. i^Jing could not have condensed into a planet. 

1 ^ moment of momentum of the present system i« 

ess hail of that of the supposed initial nebula.^ 

• le retrograde revolutions of the ninth satellite of 
a urn and (probably) of the seventh satellite of Jupiter 
flatly contradict the theory. ^ 

require some explanation. 

_ a!‘ 1 ® Inclinations of the Planes of the Planetary Orbits 

nebula ^ hypothesis, the original solar 

2a? maintained its dimfn2n al- 

rr 

the -tohanioel oondi Z 
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nebula as a special case) would soon, wliatever the initial 
irregularities, rotate as a solid. It follows from this fact 
that the planetary orbits should all lie in the same plane, or 
at least that those of the inner planets and the plane of the 
sun’s equator should deviate but very little, if any, from one 
another. As a matter of fact, the differences in the planes ■ 
of the orbits of the planets near the sun are not only consid- 
erable, but they arc much greater than the mutual inclina- 
tions of the planes of the orbits of the major planets, and 
the plane pf the sun’s equator is inclined several degrees to 
the general plane of the system. 

357 . The Eccentricities of the Planetary Orbits. — Accord- 
ing to the conditions postulated in the Lapdacian theory, the 
orbits of the planets should be very nearly circular, and the 
more nearly circular the nearer they are to the sun. But it 
is found that while Nepitune’s orbit is very nearly round, 
Mercury’s orbit is more than twice as eccentric as that of any 
other planet. The general conditions are indicated by the 
fact that the orbits of the terrestrial planets average more 
than twice as eccentric as the orbits of the great planets. 

358 . The Orbits of the Planetoids. — It follows from the 
ring theory that the orbits of all the members of the system 
should be distinct from each other. It is found by obser- 
vation that tlie orbits of at least 530 planetoids are looped 
through each' other in a most complicated fashion ; some are 
practically in the plane of the ecliptic, while others are very 
highly inclined to it ; and some are almost perfectly circular, 
while others are very elongated. Undoubtedly the pertur- 
bations by Jupiter have disturbed the initial arrangement,* 
but it is scarcely possible that they could have developed the 
present conditions from orbits wbich were originally concen- 
tric circles, or from matter which once revolved around the 
sun in a circular ring. 

Similarly the orbit of the planetoid Eros reaches from 
orbit of the eartji out beyond that of Mars* Not 
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less remarkable from the standpoint of the Laplacian theory 
Mars (10“) to the orbits of the earth and 

359. The Rapid Revolution of Phobos and the Inner Ring of 

Pi™ shorter than the periods of revolu- 
tion of all of their respective satellites, for as a planet shrunk 

rSf ““But PI ^h continually rotate more 

apidiy. But Phobos revolves in a shorter time than is re- 

quired for a rotation of Mars, and similarly the particles con- 
stituting the inner part of Saturn’s rings perfornf a revolution 
n less tham the planet’s period of rotation. If the first is 
explained by tidal evolution, the action of Phobos introduces 

LTnrn difficulty, and it must be assumed that 

Saturn is 8000 times as old as Mars in order to explain the 
second in the same way (Art. 353). 

360. The Escape of the Light Gases from a Ring If a 

ring were left off, it would be so widely extended that the 
mutual gravitation of its parts would be very feeble and 
alTThe^f kinetic theory of gases (Arts. 110 and 111), 
known I elements would escape. But the lighted 

known element, hydrogen, is abundant on the earth, though 
* cliemical combination with other elements. ^ 

+K ;■ /.I® Rings. -It is easy to overlook 

been eioes- 

have b “ Vpotheses made, it auaf 

. « enser at its center than near its periphery. But 

ouH^NeT homogeneous and that it reached 

t to N eptune s orbit, we find that its density was only 
2 5 0,00 0,0 00 that of air at the sea level. Neptune’s ring could 

than th^bir 

! riL nf ^ produced in our laboratories. Now 

a ring of such rarity would have had no cohesion and would 
have separated except particle by particle. When the 
process was once started it seems that it should have been 
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continuous instead of intermittent as the theory supposes. 
The theory postulates that when a ring was left behind the 
nebula was made stable for a long period of contraction. 
Roche has attempted to show that rings of considerable 
dimensions would be abandoned at certain intervals, but his 
work on this point is far from conclusive. Every other 
writer on the subject has keenly felt this difficulty. Thus, 
Faye, in his modihcation of the Laplacian theory, supposed 
that the whole nebula broke up into rings simultaneously, 

362. The Condensing of a Ring into a Planet. — We may 
assume for the sake of argument that rings are abandoned, 
and inquire whether they will unite into planets or not. The 
matter of the ring would be very widely spread out and the 
mutual gravitation of its parts would be very feeble. The 
appropriate investigation shows that the tidal forces coming 
from the interior mass would more strongly tend to scatter 
the material than its gravitation would to gather it together 
into a planet. Consequently a ring could not even start to 
condense into a planet. It would be something like a comet 
which becomes utterly dissipated by tidal forces. 

To give every possible advantage to the ring theory, we 
may assume that all the matter has been gathered into a 
planet except a ring of very small particles, and then ask 
ourselves whether this minute remainder will be brought to 
the planet. Investigation shows a strong probability that only 
that part of the ring which is within 60° of the planet could 
be brought on to it in any time however long. That is, if 
we assume that tlie process of formation of a planet out of a 
ring is almost linished, we lind that it can not complete itself. 
This shows the strong improbability that the assumed stage 
ctuild ever have been reached by condensation from a more 
uniform ring. 

363. The Moment of Momentum of the System. — What- 
ever evolution the system may have undergone in conse- 
quence of the mutual interactions of its parts, its mass and 
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wliidi have been exceedingly slight, have increased it. We 
shall not be sensibly in error if we suppose Jupiter s ring 
had the same moment of momentum that the planet has 
now. But computation shows that Jupiter has 95 per cent 
of the moment of momentum of that part of the whole ' 
system which is witliiii the orbit of Saturn. That is, the 
Laplacian theoiy indirectly affirms that a nebula rotating as"* 
a solid and in a state of liydrodynamical equilibrium can 
abandon a ring containing only of one per cent of its mass, 
but 95 per cent of its moment of momentum. The thing is 
quite incredible. 

364. The Retrograde Revolution of the Ninth Satellite of 
Saturn. — The ninth satellite of Saturn revolves in the 
retrograde direction. This apparently is an impossibility if 
the Laplacian hypothesis is true, but it has been suggested 
that it may be explained by tidal evolution. The sugges- 
tion is that when Saturn extended out to the orbit of the i 
ninth satellite, it I'otated in the retrograde direction with 
the period of this body. The tides raised in the mass by the 
sun would tend to bring it to the condition where it always 
has the same side toward the tide-producing body, just as 
the moon and Japetus always have one side toward the earth 
and Saturn respectively. That is, the tides generated by 
the sun are supposed to have stopped its retrograde rotation 
and to have given it a forward rotation whose period was 
equal to its period of revolution, or 29.5 years. A's the body 
contracted from these dimensions it would rotate more 
rapidly, and the remaining nine satellites are supposed to 
have been developed fi^om rings which were successively 
abandoned after its rotation had become direct. 

But let us examine the question more carefully. When 
the rotation period of the nebulous mass equaled that of its 
revolution, it filled some space as that indicated by the dotted 
curve in Fig. 168. Up to this time the tides generated by 
tlj.e Bun had increased its moment of momentum by changing 
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Aff ^ positive quantity. 

After tins time the tides generated by the sun decreased its 
moment of momentum, for they always retarded the rotation. 
Therefore, if the theory is true, the greatest moment of mo- 
mentum in the whole history of the Saturnian system should 
be found when the day and year of its nebula were equal. 

it IS easy to go to decisive numerical results. The larger 
the dotted circle was, the larger this maximum moment of 
momentum. To make the case extreme, we may suppose 
that It was as large as the orbit of the ninth satellite. Be- 
cause of the excessively slow rotation (once in 29.5 years) 



£ have been sensibly spherical. Our result will 

be too large if we take the mass as homogeneous, for it was 
certainly denser toward the center. With these assumptions 

orto^oT dimensions of the 

mbit of Japetus, it is supposed to have been rotating in the 

period of Japetus. If we assume that it was sphefical we 
shall obtain a result which is too small, for it wfll have’ be 
come somewhat aattened. The aesumptiou of homcJILii) 
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will enter about as before, and we shall find, if the Laplacian 
theory and the suggested explanation are true, that the mo- 
ment of momontuni was then considerably smaller than before. 
But the computation shows that it was more than seven times 
as great. Consequeiitly the explanation fails, and the retro- 
grade revolution of this satellite squarely opposes the Lapla- 
cian theory. 

If the seventh satellite of Jupiter revolves in the retrograde 
direction, as observations so far seem to indicate, the dis- 
agreement is still more striking, for the sixth satellite revolves 
in the forward direction at almost the same distance from the 
planet. 


QUESTIONS 

1. Discuss the value of a theory of evolution, 

2. In what ways may a false theory be valuable, and in what 
harmful V 

'Can you give exainiples of any phenomena which are not related 
to any tlieory V 

4. Why should we follow Kant’s idea that the evolution of the sys- 
tem has been from the siiiqde and uniform ,to the complex and hetero- 
geneous ? 

5, What was the fatal error in Kant’s theory? How did Laplace avoid 
this error? Is it correct to say that Kant’s theory is useless because it 
contains a fundamental error? 

0. What phenomena are in agi'eement with the Laplacian theory? 

7. What phenomena are neutral wuth respect to the theory? 

8. What phenomena contradict the theory ? 

9. In the light of Darwdn’s w’ork on the mechanical condition of a 
swarm of meteorites, what dynamical differences would there be in the 
evolution starting from the meteoritic hypothesis ? 

10. Draw a diagram showing how a force applied to the moon in the 
direction of its motion will enlarge its orbit. 

11. Draw a diagram showing the position of the tides when the day 
IB lotiger than the month, and show what their effects are upon the lengths 
of the day and the month. 

12. What facts go to confirm Darwin’s theory of tidal evolution? 
What oppose it? 
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lo. What difficulty with the Laplaoian theory can be explained, at 
least partially, by tidal evolution ? * t ? 

thentv objections to the Laplacian theory apply equally to the 

equator of the solar nebL and, 
being left off, contracted into the several planets? 

15. Suppose a nebulous ring were abandoned and that on one side of 

Soo “If «ther side it wL 

oOGO miles nearer the sun. From Kepler’s third law find how many 

CtX tbe inner portion to overtake the outer in 

longitude, supposing that the diffeient parts did not disturb each other’s 


THE SPIRAL NEBULA HYPOTHESIS ^ 

i^especting the Antecedents of our Present 
y tern. Ihe solar system exists and is in the midst of an 
evolution ; the problem is to trace out this evolution. The 
historical theories have been seen to be untenable, and the 
question arises whether at the present time an hypothesis 
obl^'" ^^“"lated whose implications are in agreement with 
bserved phenomena. An attempt is now being made to 
woj out a theory along somewhat new lines, and a sketch 
of its niaiin features will be gfiven.^ * 

Instead of supposing that the solar system started from a 
vast gaseous mass in equilibrium under the law of gravita- 
tion and the laws of gaseous expansion, the spiral hypothesis 
postulates that the matter of which the sun and planets are 
opposed was, at a previous stage of its evolution, hi the form 
of a great spiral swarm of discrete particles whose positions 

for rS'so'nfif wm ft®- Chamberlin 

ington. It has ako . ^ f . Carnegie Institution of Wash- 

Journal, October 1905 . The^worlr nf r? ^ Astrophysical 

assisted by grante from the Carnegie lusSS!^® * ® 
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and motions were dependent upon their mutual gravitation 
and their velocities. Gaseous expansion preserved the di- 
mensions of the Laplaeian nebula, while in this the orbital 
motions were the dominant factor. Because of the fact that 
every particle is supposed to have moved nearly independently 
like a planet, Chamberlin calls the theory the Planetesimal 
HypotJiesis. 

Before discussing the possible origin of a spiral swarm 
of particles, and the details and merits of the planetesimal 
theory, attention should be called to the fact that there 'is 
not an example of a Laplaeian ring nebula among the thou- 
sands of nebulas which are known. On the other hand, 
spirals are very numerous, particularly among the smaller 
and fainter nebulas. The photographs which Keeler made 
at the Lick Observatory shortly before his death led him to 
the conclusion that the spiral is the normal type. He said : 

“ 1. Many thousands of unrecorded nebulas exist in the sky. 
A conservative estimate places the number within the reach 
of the Crossley reflector at about 120,000. The number of 
nebulas in our catalogues is but a small fraction of this. 

“ 2. These nebulas exhibit all gradations of apparent size 
from the great nebula in Andromeda down to an object 
which is hardly distinguishable from a faint star disk. 

“ 3. Most of these nebulas have a spiral structure. . , . 
While I must leave to others an estimate of the importance 
of these conclusions, it seems to me that they have a very 
direct bearing on many, if not all, questions concerning the 
cosmogony. If, for example, the spiral is the form normally 
assumed by a conti-acting nebulous mass, the idea at once 
suggests itself that the solar .system has been evolved from 
a spiral nebula, while the photographs show that the spiral is 
not, as a rule, characterized by the simplicity attributed to 
the contracting mass in the nebular (Laplaeian) hypothesis. 
This is a (pjestion which has already been taken up by 
Chamberlin and Moulton of the University of Chicago.” 



EVOLUTION OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM 


465 


The spiral nebulas have dark lanes down between their 
arms, and it is evident that, if the distribution of matter in 
them IS even approximately as it appears to be, their forms 



are preserved almost entirely by the motions of their separate 
parts instead of by gaseous pressure. 

366. A Possible Origin of Spiral Nebulas.— The theory of 

the evolution of the system from a spiral nebula is largely 
independmt of any hypothesis about the origin of the spiral. 
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However, a possible, and even probable, mode of generation 
of these remarkable forms has been suggested by Cliamber- 
lin ; and for the sake of having a definite theory to work on, 
it will be assumed, at least provisionally, that the solar spiral 
nebula was developed in this way. 

The stars are moving with respect to one another, often 
with very great velocities, and apparently in every direction. 
It follows that in the course of a time which may be extremely 
long indeed they will pass very near other stars, or possibly 
collide with them. If a collision occurs, the chances are very 
great that it will be oblique rather than central, and a spiral 
may be formed ; but the chances of simply a near approach 
are enormously greater, and only this case will be treated 
here. 

When two large bodies come near each other they are 
subject to great tidal strains, which, according to the re- 
searches of Roche, entirely break them up if their distance 
apart is less than 2.44 • • • times their radii. Suppose, how- 
ever, that this limit is not reached. Then they do not dis- 
integrate under tidal strains alone, but when these forces are 
added to the eruptive tendencies of highly heated gaseous 
bodies, it is almost certain that masses of matter burst out 
and recede to great distances. It is like the eruptive promi- 
nences on the sun, only on a vastly greater scale. These 
eruptions occur in the directions of the greatest disturbing 
forces. It follows from the character of the tide-raising 
forces (Art. 177) that they are straight toward and from 
the tide-raising body. If this matter were undisturbed it 
would fall straight back on the body from which it burst 
forth, but the tide-raising body changes its orbit into an 
ellipse, as will be shown. 

367. The Disturbing Acceleration. — As preparatory to con- 
sidering the disturbing effects of one snn on the material 
ejected from another, the character of the disturbing accelera- 
tion will now be investigated. 
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Let the two suns be iS and >S", and refer the motion of S' 
to S, from which the matter is supposed to have been ejected. 
Snppose S', moves around S in a parabolic or hyperbolic 
orbit in the direction indicated by the 
arrow. Consider a small mass of mat- 
ter at P and find the disturbing accel- 
eration which S' exerts upon it. Let 
aS'J. represent the acceleration of S' 
upon S in direction and amount. Let 
PP represent the acceleration of S' 
upon P in direction and amount. 

Since S' i s nearer to P than it is 
to S, PB is longer than /53.. From 
the fact that the attraction varies 
inversely as the square of the dis- 
tance, it follows that 

Now resolve PB into two compo- 
nents, one of which shall be equal and 
parallel to SA. That is, when WU is 
drawn equal and parallel to the 
acceleration PB is equivalent to the 
two accelerations PV and PB. But 
the relative positions of S and P are 
not changed by the equal parallel ac- 
celeration SA and PO. Hence the 



disturbing acceleration is the remaining component PB. 
The^ corresponding figure is drawn when the disturbed 
particle is at P'. 

The general result is that the disturbing component of 
acceleration is always directed toward the line joining S and 
S'. When the disturbed particle is in the region of P or P', 
the disturbance is in the direction of motion of S' . 
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368. The Development of Elliptic Orbits of Particles ejected 
from the Sun in Straight Lines. — Suppose a small mass is 
ejected from S toward S'. It will for a considerable time 
move out from S in a nearly straight line. In the meantime 
S' will move forward in its orbit, and the conditions will be 
as represented in Fig. 170. It follows from the character of 
the disturbing force that the small mass will be turned in 
the direction of revolution of S'. Tlie amount of turning 
depends upon the mass of S'^ the eccentricity of its orbit, 
the nearness of its approach to S, its distance from the peri- 
helion at the time the matter is ejected, and the velocity with 
which it is ejected. It is a difficult and laborious process to 
compute the curve which will be described in any particular 
case, but the computations so far made indicate that the 
ejected masses will be left moving in elliptical orbits after 
S' has receded so far that its disturbing influence is no longer 
of importance. Precisely similar remarks apply to the matter 
which is ejected in tlie direction opposite to S'. 

369 The Formation of a Spiral Nebula.— The material is 

presumably ejected at 
frequent intervals dur- 
y / whole time that 

' S' is in the neighbor- 
hood of S. The sepa- 
rate parts will have 
traveled along the 
paths indicated by 
dotted lines in Fig. 
171. The particles 
which were ejected 
first when S' was yet at a great distance moved in the small 
curves marked 1 and 1'. As S' api)roached its perihelion the 
matter was ejected with greater velocities and described the 
(iurves marked 2 and 2^ The particles describing the curves 
3 atjd were ejected when S' was nearest S* The remainder 






Fia 17X. 
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left /S' after S’ had passed its perihelion and when its dis- 
tance from /S was increasing. These curves are smaller, 
something like those described by the particles first ejected. 
M hen we see a spiral nebula we do not see the paths which 
the separate masses have described, but the positions which 



Fig. 172.-Spiral Nebula in Canes Venatio (M. 51), shoTring the Two Arms. 
Photographed at the ImTc Observatory. 

they occupy at the time. In the present case if a smooth 
rve IS drawn through the regions where the matter is 

bv°the double spiral as represented 

by the full lines. There will be nuclei here and there along 
the arms of the spiral where large masses have been ejected^ 
and the whole space will be more or less filled with ^finely 
divided and nebulous material. It must be remembered that 


470 INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 

the matter does not move along the arms of the spiral, but in 
orbits which cross them at large angles. The particles in 
the smaller orbits will move faster than the outer ones, and 
the spiral will become more and more coiled with age until 
its spiral character can no longer be discerned. In the pho- 
tographs of spiral nebulas the two arms can nearly always 
be^easily made out, and it is significant that no other number 
is certainly found. But it is almost certain that the spiral 
nebulas which have been photographed are much greater 
than the one from which our system may have developed. 

370. The Development of the Solar System from a Spiral 
Nebula. — The consequences of the hypothesis that the solar 
system has developed from a spiral nebula of the type just 
considered will now be worked out, and the results will be 
compared with the known condition of the system. 

For simplicity in the exposition, the statements will be 
made positively as though there were no further question 
about the evolution of the system, and as if this were simply 
an account of its development. All those phenomena which 
were enumerated as supporting or opposing the Laplacian 
hypothesis will be reviewed in connection with the spiral 
theory. 

371. The Origin of Planets. — The various planets have 
grown but of the original nuclei by the gradual accretion of 
the smaller particles whose orbits crossed, or passed near, 
their orbits. The larger nuclei, especially those that passed 
through I’egions rich in the finer material, gave rise to the 
larger planets. Marked irregularities in the masses are to 
be expected rather than the opposite. The planetoids have 
formed from a mass of material with no large dominating 

nucleus. , , j. n • 

372. The Origin of Satellites. — When the planetary nuclei 
left the sun they wore accompanied by smaller secondary 
nuclei. Those secondary nuclei which had large velocities 
with respect to their primary nucleus escaped from its giavi- 
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tative control and became independent bodies. When their 
relative velocities were very small, they fell upon the primary 
nucleus. When their velocities were moderate, they became 
satellites. 

373. The Planes of the Planetary Orbits. — The planes of 
the oibits of the planets are very nearly the same as the plane 
of the orbit of S' when it passed by S. It is clear that small 
differences in the planes are to be expected because of the 
various conditions which control the direction of projection, 
and that the greatest difference may well be in the nearest 
planet whose material was for a shorter time under the influ- 
ence of S'. Moreover, the process of sweeping up the 
scattered material, which in general would be distributed 
symmetrically with respect to the plane of the orbit of S', 
would tend to reduce the planes of the orbits of the various 
bodies to coincidence. In general, the more a nucleus grew 
by sweeping up the scattered material, the more nearly the 
plane of its orbit coincided with the general plane of the 
system. 

Turning to the observational data we actually find the 
orbit of Mercury more highly inclined to the average plane 
of the system than that of any other planet. The orbits of 
all the great planets are nearly in the same plane. On the 
^ other hand, the planes of the orbits of the planetoids are 
often highly inclined. For example, the orbit of Eros is 
inclined about 10 to the orbits of the earth and Mars, an 
unexplainable condition under the Eaplacian theory, 

374. Rotation and Equatorial Acceleration of the Sun, 

The present rotation of the sun is the resultant of its rota- 
tion before the appearance of S', and of the disturbances pro- 
duced by this body. Its original axis of rotation is unknown, 
but it is very improbable that it was exactly perpendicular to 
the plane of motion of S'. S' disturbed the rotation of S in 
two ways. First it raised an enormous tide in S which it 
pulled around S in the direction of its revolution. In this 
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way it eontribtited a large moment of momentum around an 
axis perpendicular to tlie plane of its orbit, and this moment 
of momentum has been constant ever since. In the second 
place, a considerable quantity of the material which was 
ejected and had its straight line orbit changed 
to an elliptical orbit would still have its peri- > 
helion distance less than the radius of S. Con- 
sequently, it would be precipitated again on the 
sun, and inevitably in such a way as to in- 
crease the moment of momentum of the sun 
around the same axis. This cause may have 
been more efficient in determining the charac- 
ter of the sun’s rotation than the other. 
Hence, since the sun’s present rotation is the 
resultant of its original rotation and these dk- 
turbing factors, we should expect to find its 
equator near, but not exactly in, the aveiage 
plane of the planetary orbits. 

Both of the factors which have just been 
noted were more important in the equatorial 
zone than in any other. Consequently there 
was an original equatorial acceleration which has not yet 
been worn out by friction on the lower parts. |he spots 
are in those zones where the relative motions of the ditfer- 
ent layers are the greatest, and they are probably due in 
some way to these relative motions. 

375. The Small Eccentricities of the Planetary Orbits. 
The eccentricities of the orbits of the nuclei were on the aver- 
age undoubtedly greater than those of the orbits of the present 
planets. This decrease in eccentricity has been brought 
about by the accretion of the scattered material. This sub- 
ject offers some difficulties and it is not possible in an elemen- 
tary work to give an exhaustive treatment of it. However, 
the general order of ideas will be explained, and the argument 
wiU be made conclusive in the most important case. 


Fi«. 173 —Ejected 
Matter lalliii}; 
Tback tni the 8vin 
gives It Moment 
of Momentum m 
the Direction of 
Bevolution of 
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It follows from the mode of generation of the spiral that 
^s separate bodies were moving in a great variety of orbits. 
Consider the orbits of a nucleus M, and of a small body 
m intersecting it at I>, and If a collision occurs at A 
the body ^will move in the direction and if at P„ in 

^e direction P^Q^- When the collision is at Pj, the orbit of 
^will intersect the radius more nearly at right angles than 
it did befoye. But this alone is not sufficient to make it 
more circular, for the velocity in 
a circular orbit passing through 
Pi is greater than that in the 
ellipses at that point. When 
the collision is at the orbit 
intersects the radius at a more 
acute angle than it did before. 

But this does not necessarily 
mean that the orbit is more 
eccentric, for the velocity in 
the ellipses at this point is 
greater than it is in the circle 
through it. This follows from 
the equation given in celestial 
mechanics for the square of the velocity, 

( 1 ) 

r a 

where the mass of the sun is taken as unity, and where a is 
the major semi-axis of the orbit. 

Let us consider the case of a nucleus Jf moving in a eer- 
ain orbit whose semi-axis is and whose eccentricity is e.. 
buppose there is a small mass m moving in an ellipse whos^e 
semi-axis is also and whose eccentricity is also We 
shall make no restrictions upon the way in which the two 

« P'^^blem is to find the 

sheet of the union of m and M by collision upon the eccen- 



Fig 


174. — Eeduction of the Ec- 
centricity of the Orbit of a Nucleus 
by Collisions. 
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tricity of tlio orbit of M. This is the most important case, 
for every nucleus will move in a region which is rich in 
material describing similar orbits, and the chances of 
encounters are greatest when the orbits are most similar. 

The kinetic energy of the two bodies before their union is 


where F,, and v are the velocities of M and m at the instant 
preceding collision. Their kinetic energy after their union is 

(if + ot) F^, 

where Fis the velocity of the united mass. Now after their 
union the kinetic energy will be less than it was before, for a 
certain part of it will have been transformed into heat by the 
impact of the two parts. Hence 


if Fo^ + > (if+ m)F2. 


Hence, at the instant just following collision we may write 
as a consequence of ( 1 ), 



where a is the semi-axis of the new orbit. It follows from 
these equations that 


( 2 ) 


M + in M+m 

_< — _ — , 

«o * 


or 




The r is the same in each term, for the distance of both 
bodies from the sun at the instant preceding collision was 
the samt^ as their common distance the instant after colh- 

sion. . f +1,0 

It is shown also in celestial mechanics that the sum oi tne 
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products of the masses and the areal velocities is a constant 
whether there are collisions or not. (These 

ot wS'S modifications if the ration 

It IS another statement of the fact that 
tte totd moment of momentum of the eyetem i, a 

(8) MVa^Q _ + «iVo,(l 

Since a < a^, it follows that 


whence 


Vl-, 


e < e„. 


This result IS true however the motions of the bodies mav 

the™ JSlior’H '■'f P«urtationa before 

tneu collision. Hence we have the General rpsuU • tp „ . 

two lodtes whose orhits have the same major axes and ^eeeln 

tmciUes are subject only to their mutual perturbations Id ulle 
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of the orbits of tlie planets, we find that the planetoids move 
ill orbits whose average eccentricity is three times as great 
as tlie average eecentrioity of the orbits of all the planets. 
About one planetoid out of four has an orbit more eccentric 
than that of iSIerciiry, a fact quite inexplicable under the 
Laidacian theory. It is not remarkable in the light of the ^ 
present theory that the orbits of these small bodies are looped 
through one another in a complicated fashion. 

376 The Rotations of the Planets. — The character of the 
rotation of a planet depends upon the direction and rate of 
rotation of its original nucleus, and upon the effects of the 

collisions of the 
scattered mate- 
rial with it. 
There is no ap- 
parent reason 
for assigning 
any particular 
direction of ro- 
tation to an orig- 
inal nucleus, or 
of supposing 
that its angular 
velocity was 
large. Cham:^ 
berlin has ad- 
vanced and de- 
V e 1 0 p e d the 
idea that the 

Fio. 173. Collisions ol Hi-at.tere<l Material give the rotations h a V 6 

’ I'lanuts Forward Kotations. , been made for- 

ward by the im- 



pacts, and this que.stion will now be considered. _ 

For simplicity the nucleus may be assumed to be revolving 
around the sun in a circle, though if this assumption were 
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not made, the discussion would not be essentially different. 
Suppose the nucleus M revolves around the sun so as to fill 
the space between the curves a and and so that its center 
travels along the circle c. For this discussion the orbits of 
the particles will be divided into three classes. The first 
class will consist of those whose aphelion points do not lie out- 
side of c ; the second class will consist of those whose peri- 
helion points lie within c and whose aphelion points lie out- 
side of c ; the third class will consist of those which lie 
entirely outside of e. They are designated as (1), (2), and 
(3) respectively in Fig. 175. 

It follows from equation (1) of the last article that the 
small bodies describing orbits of the first class will always be 
moving more slowly than M when the collision takes place. 
Consequently if will overtake m, the collision will be on the 
side of M toward the sun, and the tendency will be to give 
M‘d forward rotation. 

The small bodies describing the orbits of the second class 
will be moving faster or slower than if according as their 
semi-axes are greater or less than the distance from S to e. 
In either case the collision may tend to make the rotation 
either direct or retrograde, and in the long run the two tend- 
encies will nearly balance. Besides this, the effects on the 
rotation will be small because the impacts will generally be 
nearly in the line of centers instead of tangential. 

The bodies describing the orbits of the third class will 
always move faster than the nucleus at the time of collision. 
Consequently, since they overtake it outside of the center of 
gravity they tend to give it a rotation. To summarize, 
the two classes of bodies which are most efficient in changing 
the rotation of the Nucleus by impact tend to make it kirect^ 
while the effects of a much larger intermediate class are 
Unimportant because they mutually destroy one another. 

On the basis of this discussion it follows that we should 
expect to find the planets rotating in the same direction as 
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they revolve. Any radical departures from this rule would 
he expected, if at all, in the outermost planets, where the 
orbits of the third type have been very few. These effects 
on the rotation for a given amount of material have been 
greater the larger the nucleus, both because of the greater 
differences in velocity at the instants of impact, and also 
because the effectiveness of a given force in changing the^ 
rotation is greater the farther it acts from the axis of ro- 
tation. The general agreement of these results with the 
observed phenomena is too evident to require comment. On 
the other hand, the direct rotations of the planets have always 
given ti'ouble under the Laplacian hypothesis. 

377. The Direction of Revolution of the Satellites. — When 
the planetary nuclei left the sun they were attended by the 
smaller secondary nuclei. While in any particular case the 
secondary nuclei may^ have had some common direction of 
revolution around their primary amcleus, there isnoapparei^ 
reason for supposing that there was any general direction of 
revolution. Consequently, we shall examine the various 
cases which could have arisen. 

For the purposes of the discussion we shall divide the 
orbits of the secondaiy nuclei into three classes depending 
upon the positions of the planes of their orbits and their di- 
i‘ections of revolution, (a) The first class will consist of 
those whose orbits were highly inclined to the planes of mo- 
tion of their respective primary nuclei ; (b) the second class, 
of those which revolved nearly in the planes of motions of 
the primary nuclei and in the forward direction ; (<?) and 
the third class, of those which revolved nearly in the planes 
of motion of the primary nuclei and in the retrograde direc- 
tion. 

(a) Let us consider the effect of the scattered material 
upon the secondary nuclei of the first class. Whenever one 
of these nuedei passes through the plane of motion of its 
primary it encounters the scattered material, which acts 
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upon it like a resisting medium and decreases its velocity. 
The result of the resistance to its motion is a decrease in the 
size of its orbit. In addition to this, the mass of the primary 
nucleus continually increases by the accretion of meteoric 
matter, and this also decreases the size of the orbit of the 
secondary nucleus. These two causes always operating in 
the same direction would in time precipitate the secondary 
nucleus upon its primary. Of course, the farther it was 
originally from its primary, the better was its chance of main- 
taining its separate existence. 

(J) Consider a satellite nucleus having a dii'ect revolution 
in the plane of motion of its primary. The small particles 



which it may encounter will be divided into three classes : 
(1) those whose orbits are entirely within the orbit of the 
planetary nucleus M; (2) those whose orbits cross the orbit 
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of iff; and (3) those whose orbits are entirely outside of 
tlie orbit of M, In Fig. 170 the full circle represents the 
orbit of the planetary nucleus the dotted circles the limits 
of the orbit of the satellite nucleus as it revolves around 
and (1) and (3) the orbits of particles of the first and third 
class respectively. The orbits of particles which lie between 
these two are not shown. 

The particles of class (1) will encounter the satellite 
nucleus at (or near) A. The problem is to find which will 
be moving the faster at this point. The satellite nucleus is 
carried forward by the motion oi M, while it moves back- 
ward in its revolution around M. The latter is a much 
slower motion than the former. The velocity forward is 
the difference of the two velocities. Since the major semi- 
axis of m is less than that of it follows from equation (1), 
Art. 375, that it moves more slowly than M does. If its 
major axis is considerably less than that of ifeT, it will move 
more slowly than the difference in the motion of M and the 
satellite nucleus. In this case the satellite nucleus will 
overtake m. But it follows from the direction of motion 
of the satellite nucleus that in this case its motion around 
M will be accelerated by its collision with m. It is found 
by a mathematical discussion that this always results if the 
eocentx’icity of the orbit of m is greater than 


E 



where E is the radius of the orbit of the planetary nucleus 
around tlm sun, r the radius of the satellite nucleus around 
Mn and M the mass of the planetary nucleus expressed in 
terms of the sun’s mass. In the ease of the earth and moon 
the limit comes out 0.035, but in tbo case of the larger 
planets and eh)ser satellites it is very mncli larger. How- 
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evei-, when the collisions were most numerous, the planetary 
nuclei, M, had not yet grown to their present size. Since 
the orbits of the scattered material must have been as a rule 
considerably eccentric, it follows that the collisions on the 
whole accelerated the satellite nuclei. 

The formula and results are the same for the particles 
moving m the orbits of the type (3). The results are varied 
in the case of particles moving in the orbits (2), which are 
intermediate between the two classes considered. 

The effect of the accelerations by the scattered material is 
0 enlarge the orbit of the satellite nucleus, and to prevent its 
being drawn down upon the growing planetary nucleus. For 
this reason the satellite nuclei of this type are likely to retain 
their separate existence and to develop into satellites. 

(c) The satellite nuclei having retrograde revolutions are 
acted upon in the opposite way from those having direct 
i^evolutions. Therefore their orbits will continually shrink 
both because of collisions with the scattered material, and 
also because of the increasing attraction of M as its mass 
grows. Ihese satellites will for these reasons in general be 
precipitated upon tlieir respective primaries. Conditions 

rill is if tile scattered mate- 

rial lb distiibuted in a very special way, or if they are started 

very great distance from their primaries. 

It follows from these discussions that satellites may revolve 

7Z J fte cCS 

niiHp- ^dependent bodies are againstthose satelUte 

naole. which do not revolve in the forward direction. The 

satellites moving in both directions. 

678. The Eccentricities of the Satellite Orbits. — In general 

tric° It will?® originally quite^ eccen- 

that the orbits of those having 
direct revolution are rendered less eccentric by the impact of 
the planetesimal material. impact or 

Let be the sun and C the curve in which the planetary 
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nucleus revolves around it (Fig. 177). Let be the 
l)ositiou of the planetary nucleus when the satellite orbit 
has its farthest apse outside of (7, and P^ its position 
when this condition is reversed. If the orbit were filled 
witli a body rotating as a solid around Pj, the infall of 
meteors would tend to increase tlie rotation in the same 
direction as was shown in Art. 376. Similarly, the effect 
on the satellite nucleus is to accelerate its motion, and this 
effect is the greatest when the nucleus is farthest from P^ 
The effect of an acceleration of a body when it is at the 
farthest point of its orbit is to increase the distance of the 
nearest point and to make the orbit more circular. Thus, 
in Fig. 178, if the body were originally moving in the closed 
orbit, and were accelerated when at the distance of s' from 
P would be increased and the orbit would be less eecentrie. 
The same remarks apply when P has moved half-way around 
its orbit and conditions are as represented at Pg (Fig. 177). 

That is, the impacts of 
scattered material upon 
satellite nuclei having a 
forward revolution in- 
crease their velocities, 
but most when they are 
most remote from their 
respective primaries ; the 
results of the accelera- 
tions are that these satel- 
lite orbits are enlarged 
and made less eccentric. 
It is to be noted that 
the results are the op- 
posite in the case of sat- 
ellite nuclei having retrograde revolutions. 

In the actual system the satellite orbits are found on the 
whole to be very nearly round. By far the xnost eccentric 
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orbit of those satellites whose motion is direct is that of 
Hyperion, which is very greatly perturbed by the large 
neighboring satellite Titan. The eccentricity of the orbit 
of Hyperion is 0.12. But the ninth satellite of Saturn, wliich 
revolves in the retrograde direction, has an orbit whose 
eccentricity is 0.22. The high inclinations of the orbit of 
the satellites of Uranus to the orbit of this planet would not 
have been anticipated on the basis of this theory; still they 
are not definitely contradictory to it as they are to the La- 
placian theory. 

379. The Inner Satellite of Mars and Saturn’s Rings. 

The inner satellite of Mars was originally a small nucleus 
circulating very 
near the nucleus 
of Mars. Its 
period was longer 
than it is at pres- 
ent, and it stead- 
ily dec reased 
with the increase 
of the mass of 
the planet. The 
planet never ex- 
tended as a con- 
tinuous body out 
even to the orbit 
of this satellite. 

Phobos is outside 178. 

of Roche’s limit, and there is no difficulty in its short period 
or revolution. ^ 

The rings of Saturn have developed out of material 
originally revolving close to the nucleus of the planet. They 
Hoche’s limit, and the disrupting tendencies of 
the tidal strains have more than balanced the collecting tend- 
encies of the mutual gravitation of their parts. Collisions 
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have pulverized the material and have destroyed the diver- 
gences of motion until all the particles move nearly in the 
same phine. 

380. The Moment of Momentum of the System. — The 

moment of momentum of the system is nearly all possessed 
by the planets, Jupiter having over 95 per cent of that which 
is within Saturn’s orbit. This condition of affairs is pre- 
cisely that which the postulated origin of the spiral nebula 
would lead to, and it is entirely in agreement with the theory 
which has been outlined. The total moment of momentum 
of the system is the measure of the disturbances produced 
by the sun /S'. 

381. The Zodiacal Light. — The zodiacal light is probably 
the light reflected from the vast number of particles moving 
in orbits so nearly parallel to that of the earth that they 
have been swept u]) very slowly. IMany of them are the 
remains of the original material scattered by though 
some of them are the remains of disintegrated comets. The 
large meteorites which fall upon the earth, often containing 
large quantities of occluded gases, are probably part of the 
material ejected from the sun, though some of them give 
very strong evidence of having been once parts of a large 
solid bod3^ They may have come from planets which 
existed before the advent of and which were broken up. 
and destroyed by this body. 

382. The Evolution of the Planets. — The evolutions of the 
small and large planetary nuclei have been quite different. 
They were all very hot at the time of their ejection* The 
small nuclei did not have sufficient gravitative control to 
retain their lighter gases. In a comparatively short time 
they had no appreciable atmospheres, and they speedily 
cooled until they became solid. The meteoric matter which 
fell in upon them was also in a solid stat.e. The relative 
velocity was in general so small that no great amount of heat 
was generated by the impact, and what was produced speed* 
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ily radiated away. After the masses began to assume 
earth-like dimensions the interior pressure became very 
great and they diminished in volume. This shrinking pro- 
duced interior heat just as it does in the case of the sun. 
Computation shows that if the earth shrank so that its 
ensity increased from the average density of known meteor- 
ites (3.5) to Its present density (5.5), enough heat would 
be generated to increase its temperature (assuming a specific 
heat of 0.2, which is about that of rock) more than 10,000° 
ahrenheit. This heat would be conducted to the surface 
and lost very slowly, and it is much more than sufficient to 
account for all the known igneous action in the case of the 

earth. But the earth as a whole has been solid throughout 
its history. ° 

The earth acquired its atmosphere chiefly after it became 
about as large as Mercury. The atmospheric gases came 
from the interior, squeezed, as it were, out of the heated and 
compressed material. Bodies much smaller than Mercury 
have never retained any real atmospheres. This applies to 
most of the satellites and to all of the planetoids. 

On the other hand, the large planetary nuclei were so 
massive that they never lost their light gaseous envelopes. 
Because of this their original heat was largely retained, and 
they have not yet contracted to any great extent. They are 
less dense than the smaller planets both because they 
retained nearly all of the original light elements, and also 

because the conditions have been unfavorable to their coolins 
and contracting. ® 

383. The Age of the Solar System.— No certain answer 
can be given to the question of the length of time that has 
been required for this evolution of our system to take place. 

It IS certainly very great. The greatest difficulty is in 
accounting for the apparently undiminished vigor of the 
sun. If It was in its maturity at the time of the visitation 
of 4> , apparently it ought to be far in its decline hoyr, The 
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only explanation available, and the one which had to he 
evoked also in the Laplaciaii theory, is that probably the 
contraction theory of the sun’s heat accounts for only a 
small part of the energy which becomes available in this 
form (see Arts. 318 and 319). 

384. The Future of the System. — That part of the evolu- 
tion of the system in which the scattered materials were 
gathered into the various nuclei seems to be sensibly com- 
pleted. The future will probably be very much like the 
present until the sun’s store of energy becomes reduced to 
such an extent that its radiation appreciably diminishes. 
Then an age of increasing frigidity will come on, and, so far 
as we can see, Mill last indefinitely unless some influence 
exterior to the system becomes operative. 

One event seems probable. Unless the motions of the 
stars are ordered in some special way so that these bodies 
never approach one another closely, a condition which now is 
not even suspected, our sun at some remote epoch will pass 
near some other sun. If this second sun is in its youth a 
new spiral nebula will be formed, probably involving at least 
a part of the matter now making up the remote planets of 
our system. In tl}is manner the conditions for a new evolu- 
tion may be developed. If the two suns are both dark, 
they still may be more or less broken up and heated by the 
wor’k of the body tides. 

Formerly the sidereal evolution was supposed to be almost 
entirely a process of aggregation, and astronomers pictured 
to themselves how sun will add to sun by collision until the 
material universe will end in one or a few immense suns 
which will eventually become cold and lifeless. But the 
chances of near approach without collision are enormously 
greater than tiiose of actual collision. A near approach 
prodin^es a breaking up of suns and the scattering of material 
instead of a greater aggregation of it. Now we recognize 
the chances for disperaioa as well as the less favorable ones 
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f for concentration. In addition, we are just now finding in 
connection with radio-active substances that some atoms at 
least contain within themselves forces which lead to their 
dissolution. 

, 385. Summary. — The first word should be one of warn- 

ing that the theory which has been sketche“d briefly should 
not be accepted as final. There are many points where 
quantitative results must be obtained and compared with 
our actual system. There may be many modifications of it 
possible and necessary. For example, the genesis of spiral 
nebulas may be dilferent from that postulated above. 

The hypothesis of an original spiral nebula is suggested 
^7 Pliotographs of nebulas as well as by the system 

itselt. ihe conditions which are supposed to have given 
rise to the spiral nebula seem most reasonable in view of the 
motions of the stars. The development of a spiral nebula 
by the near approach of two suns seems to be a necessary 
consequence, though this point needs further elaboration. 
The development of some such a system as ours from a small 
spiral nebula of the type considered seems to be inevitable, 
bo far as the details have been worked out nothing directly 
contradictory to the theory, or even seriously questioning 
has been found, while it explains admirably all the main 
eatures of the system. It can be safely said that, at pres- 
ent, this hypothesis satisfies all the requirements of a suc- 
essful theory much better than any previous one. 


QUESTIONS 

1. Explain the fundamental difference in the dynamics of the r» 
placian nebula and of the spiral nebula. ynamics ot the La- 

carefully why the gi-eatest outbursts of material from the 
4 • turned into spiral nebulas by a near approach ’ 
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5. What fads of the system arc more satisfactorily explained under 
the Laplaciaii hypothesis than tiiey are under the spii al nebula hypothesis? 
(Make a coin])hite examination.) 

(>. What facts are more satisfactorily explained under the spiral 
nebula hypothesis than they are undei the Lai>lacian hypothesis? 

7. Draw a figure* to represent a case wliere a collision will increase 
the eccentricity of the orbit ot a nucleus. 

8. Wliat explanation can bo suggested lor tlie equatorial accelerations of ' 
Jupiter and Saturn ? 

0. Why should we expect that the large planets would rotate more rapidly 
than the small jilanets ? 

10. Why should we expect the planetoid orbits to be on the average more 
eccentric than the planetary orbits ? 



CHAPTER XVI 


THE STARS AND NEBULAS 

386. Problems of the Stars and Nebulas. — The problems 
relating to the stars are their numbers and magnitudes, their 
apparent distribution, their proper motions, theii' grouping 
into systems, their distances and actual motions, their spectra 
and constitution, and their evolution. The problems of the 
nebulas are their dimensions, character, evolution, and their 
relations to the stars. 

387 . The Number of Stars of Various Magnitudes. — The 
magnitude of a star was defined in the chapter on Constella- 
tions. A first-magnitude star gives us as much radiant 
energy as the average of the 20 brightest stars in the sky. 
The light received from a first-magnitude star is 2.51 • • • 
times that received from a second-magnitude star, and so on. 
The ratio of a first-magnitude star to a sixth is 100 to 1, and 
a sixth to an eleventh is 100 to 1, and so on for every five 
magnitudes. The ratio of a first-magnitude star to a six- 
teenth-magnitude star, which is nearly as faint as can be seen 
with our best instruments, is 1,000,000 to 1. 

^ The magnitudes of the stars depend both upon their light- 
giving power and also upon their distances from us. Evi- 
dently the amount of light received from a star is directly 
proportional to the amount it radiates, and varies inversely 
as the square of its distance from us. There is another 
factor which is probably not entirely negligible, and that is 



490 


INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 


that the interstellar i^ep^ioirs nui}^ not be absolutely trans- 
pa.rent. If the other does not transmit light waves perfectly, 
or if tliere is scattered meteoric or other material which ab- 
sorbs light, the stars are fainter ilian they would otherwise 
be, and the loss of light is greater the farther they are away. 

One method of measuring tlic magnitude of a star is to 
cut off its light by a wedge of neutral tinted glass until its 
apparent brightness equals that of an artificial star. The 
eye decides wlien the two stars have the same brightness. 
But suppose they are of different colors and that the eye is 
unequally sensitive to the two colors. Then the one which 
has the color to which the eye is the more sensitive will be 
actually fainter than the other when tlie eye decides they are 
equally bright. Since the eye is most sensitive to yellow 
light, the yellow stars will come out relatively too bright as 
compared with the blue stars. But tlie magnitudes of stars 
are also determined bj" comparing the dimensions of their 
images wdien they are photographed. Since ordinary photo- 
graphic plates are very much more sensitive to light in the 
blue end of the spectrum than they are to light in the other 
end, the blue stars will come out relatively too bright by this 
method. Hence it is apparent that this problem is to some 
extent involved in the color of the stars. 

E. 0. Pickering is carrying out a survey of the whole 
heavens at Harvard and at a sub-station in Peru, for the 
purpose of determining as accurately as possible tlie magni- 
tudes of all the brighter stars, hi idler and Kempf, at Pots- 
dam, are carrying out a similar undertaking for the northern 
sky, though with instruments of a different type. 

It has been found that, down to stars of the ninth magni- 
tude, the number of stars of any magnitude is from 3 to 3.75 
times as great as the number of stars in the next magnitude 
brighter (Art. 38). Since a star of any magnitude sends us 
2.5 • • • times m much light as tme of a magnitude fainter, it 
follows that the stars of each succeeding magnitude, down to 
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the ninth, send us more light than do those of the next 
brighter magnitude. Newcomb has computed that the stars 
of the first ten magnitudes send us 75 times as much light as we 
get from the stars of the first magnitude. Now if this ratio of 
increase, or any ratio greater than or equal to unity, were in- 
definitely kept up, the whole amount of light received from 
the stars would be an infinite number of times that received 
from the first-magnitude stars. That is, if the stars were 
scattered at random, the whole sky would be as bright as the 
average star, or something like the sun. The sky is quite 
dark, all the stars together giving us only about as much 
light as the full moon, and consequently there must be a very 
great falling off in the ratios of the numbers of stars below 
the ninth magnitude. Precise, or even approximate, num- 
bers can not be given beyond the tenth magnitude, but it 
is certain that the ratio decreases very rapidly below the 
twelfth, and it is probable that in the first 16 or 17 magni- 
tudes there are only about 100,000,000 stars. If the ratio 
which prevails down to the ninth magnitude were maintained, 
there would be more than ten times this number. 

388. Apparent Distribution of the Stars. — The brighter 
stars are quite irregularly distributed over the sky; but a 
careful examination of them shows that they are considerably 
more numerous near the Milky Way than elsewhere. The 
condensation is even more marked when those faint stars are 
included whose combined light produces this hazy band of 
light entirely around the sky. 

Precise numbers are not known for stars below the ninth 
magnitude, and the list is not complete thus far for the stars 
around the south pole. But the Galaxy runs diagonally 
across the sky, and a very satisfactory idea of the distribution 
of the stars with respect to it can be obtained, even if those 
in a particular declination are not included. Seeliger has 
made the count from the catalogues of Argelander and 
Schonfeld of all stars down to the ninth magnitude north of 
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declination - 24°. lie has divided the sky into 9 zones, each 
one 2U° wide. Number I has its center in the center of the 
Milky Way. Then +II is 20° wide lying along the north 
side of zone I, and —II is of the same width and lies along 
the south side of zone I. Similarly +111 and —III are 
zones 20° wide lying adjacent to +11 and —II respectively. 
Zones +V and —V are around the north and south poles of ' 
the Galaxy respectively. Celoria has counted about 200,000 
stars between the equator and + 6° declination. Many of his 
stars are much fainter than those used by Seeliger, but they 
have the disadvantage of having been taken from a very 
limited region of the sky. However, they show a very marked 
condensation toward the Galaxy. The results are given in 
the following table : — 


Zone 

No. OF Hquakk Dk- 
oiiKHs IN Count 

N(i. t)F Stars t'ouNTKD 

BY 

Average No. of 
Stabs per Square 
Degree 


St'dij^er 

Celoi ia 

S(‘<*liger 

Cdoiia 

Seeliger 

Celoria 

I 

4520 

285 

32,207 

41,820 

7.4 

147 

( +n 

4500 

255 

24,402 

29,4(i0 

5.3 

116) 

\ -II 

1^072 

285 

23,580 

81,700 

5.0 

ml 

< +ni 

.5107 

285 

10,188 

22,551 

3.8 

70) 

i - III 

2051 

3;to 

11,700 

25,018 

4.0 

78) 

^ +rv 

mr 

404 

10,IH.> 

27,352 

3.2 

68) 

< - IV 

1701 

014 

0,375 

22,201 

3.0 

711 

< 4V 

moo 

0 

4, ‘277 

0 

3.1 

“1 

(-V 

4fi8 

0 

1,04 1 

0 

3.5 

-1 


Two things follow from this table. One is that the stars 
are much more numerous in the region of the Milky Way 
I ban they are elsewhere. The other is that the change is on 
tliu average gradual from the Milky Way to its poles. When 
fainter stors are used the disparity in numbers in the two 
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regions is still more marked. The counts made by the Her- 
schels in many parts of the sky showed that the stars 
revealed by their telescopes are nearly 20 times more 



Fia. 179. — Milky Way in Scorpio. Photographed hy Barnard. 


numerous in the Milky Way than they are 90° from it. At 
the poles of the Milky Way, Celoria saw with his small tele- 
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scope nearly as many stars as the llorscliels did with their 
large ones, showing that in those regions the ratio in num- 
bers for the faint stars vei-y rapidly decreases. But in the 
(ralaxy itself Celoria found only one-fourteenth as many as 
the Herschels had observed. 

389. Proper Motions of the Stars. — The drift of a star 
with respect to a fixed system of reference lines is called 
its proper motion. It is expressed in angular measure and 
depends upon the component of velocity of the star perpen- 
dicular to the line Joining it with us, and upon its distance 
from us. Other things being equal, the more distant the 
star the less its proper motion.. 

Most of the bright stars have proper motions which are 
sensible in the course of a few years with our modern in- 
struments of precision ; yot they are so small that the stars 
are really quite “fixed.” The largest proper motion known 
is that of an eighth-magnitude star in the southern sky which 
drifts 8.7' ' annually. At this rate it will take more than 2000 
years for it to move as far as the apparent distance between 
the pointers of the Big Dipper. Perhaps an even better 
idea of the slownes.s of this motion is given by the fact that 
the proper motion of this star amounts in 25 years only to the 
apparent distance between the components of Epsilon Lyrse. 
The great majority of the stars, even of those brighter than 
the ninth magnitude, move so slowly that their proper 
motions are given in seconds of arc per century. 

The study of the proper motions of the stars has shown 
one very interesting fact. Kapteyn has examined the stars 
observed by Bradley, and he finds that those whose proper mo- 
tions per century are 5" or more are very uniformly scattered 
over the sky, while tho.se whose proper motions ai’c less than 
this amount cluster in the region of the Milky Way. Newcomb 
has examined the more extensive lists observed by Boss and 
Auwors, ami ho has found that those stars whose proper 
motions are M great lus 10" jier century show no tendency 
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whatever toward a condensation in the region of the Milky 
Way. While the brighter stars have on the average larger 
proper motions than the faint ones, there are stars of all 
magnitudes having proper motions greater than 6" per 
century. Hence if all those stars which have no sensible 
proper motions were destroyed, the sky would be strewn 
nearly uniformly with stars of all magnitudes. These are 



Fig. 180. —HerschePs Conception of the Milky Way. 


very important facts, for if the proper motions are in a way 
a measure of the nearness of the stars, as seems reasonable, 
then it follows that those stars which really belong to the 
Milky Way are very far from us. 

390. The Structure of the Milky Way. — Two general 
theories respecting the structure of the Milky Way have been 
advanced, and each is supported by certain facts. William 
Herschel advanced the so-called “grindstone” theory, which 
asserts that the stars which make up the Galaxy are spread 
out somewhat uniformly in the form of a vast disk, whose, 
diameter is many times its thickness. The solar system is." 
somewhere in its interior, and near enough its center so that* 
it appears nearly equally thickly studded with stars all the 
way round. This explains why the stars should apparently 
be most numerous in the plane of the Milky Way, and why 
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tlie numbers should diminislx gradually as its poles are 
ap[>roacho(h 

Thus Fig. IHO represents across section of a disk with the 
solar sysieiu at S. Tlic lines 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, show five di- 
rections, and the corresponding distances before the borders 


of tlie system are passed. If the stars are distributed uni- 
formly, the apparent numbers in the different directions"^ 
will be proportional to the lengths of these lines. The gen- 
eral agreement with the facts given above is quite evident. 

The things which op- 
pose Herschers theory 
are that the Milky Way 
is extremely irregular. 
In the first place, its 
width varies greatly. 
This means that in 
some directions from the 
sun the disk must be 
pinched down even out 
to its remotest borders, 
while it may be very 
wide in the opposite di- 
rection. Besides, it is 
divided for a long dis- 
tance, which means, if 



Fio. ISt. -- .Milky Way in Oplnnclnis, j>howing 
* Eifth. hij JUimnnL 


this theory is true, 
that the division must 
be fairly complete from 


periimder to ccnt(u% More Iroublcsouu*. still are the numer- 
ous dark rifts ill it which “are almo.st devoid of stars. They 


can be seen on many phott»graplis, and often in the vicinity 
of dense star clouds. This means, if the theory is true, that 
there are tunmds converging toward the solar system, which 
extend through the entire disk of stars, a supposition which 
is extremely improbable. 
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The other theory is that the Milky Way is a vast belt of 
stars, all about equally distant from us, encircling the sky. 
Of course, there are many stars which do not belong to this 
belt This explains the general appearances, and the irregu- 
laiities and dark holes do not cause serious difficulty, for 
ley are partial rifts in the belt of stars; but the fact that 
the average number of stars per squard degree decreases 
regffiarly from the Galaxy to its poles is quite contradictory 
to this hypothesis respecting their distribution. 

The trouble with both tlieories seems to be that they are 
too simple. It appears more probable that there are a number, 
not many, belts of stars approximately in the same plane, 
and besides a krge number of other stars more uniformly 
distributed. Thus Fig. 182 shows a cross-section oHhe 



Fig. 182. - Cross^ection of the Milky Way according to the Belt Theory. 

plactic region according to this conception of the distribu- 
tion of the stars. S is the sun, and the lines 1 2 3 4 

II IS evident that the stars are most numerous in the direc 
tion of the Milky Way, and that they gradually diminishln 
nuinbers toward its poles. There are, besides, oppor unties 
for rifts anywhere in the Milky Way. 

According to Gould, the sun probably belongs to a belt of 
about 400 start, which coM, the 4 in. KmIusI 
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about 20° to Ibcf plane of the Milky Way. It intersects the 
Milky Way at its most uorthc/ly and most southerly points, 
and passes throus,di Orion, (bins Major, Carina, the South- 
ern Cross, and Scorpio south of the celestial equator, and 
throujfh Lyra, Cygnus, Cassiopeia, and ''I'aurus north of 
it. There are many bright stars in this region which, com- 
pared with the distances to the stars of the Milky Way, are 
relatively near one another. 

391. The Parallaxes of the Stars. — Since the earth revolves 
around the sun the stars are apparently in slightly different 
directions from it at different times of the year. The differ- 
ence in direction of a star as seen from two points on the 
earth’s orbit which are separated by the mean distance to 
the sun is the parallax of the star. In other words, the par- 
allax of a star is the angle subtended by the major semi-axis 
of the earth's orbit as seen from the star. 

If the earth revolves around the sun, the stars will have 
parallactic disiilacoments. Hence their parallactic motions 
prove the heliocentric theory, and all of the early attempts 
to find a star with a measurable parallax were made for the 
purpose of settling this question. Hut now the heliocentric 
theory is firmly established, and parallax measurements are 
made for the purpose of finding the distances to the stars 
and the structure of the sidereal universe. 

Tiio direct method of finding the parallax of a star is to 
find the way its right ascension and declination vary through- 
out the year as a consequence of the earth’s revolution, 
lietwueu and 1H40, Bessel, Struve, and Henderson fol- 
lowed tliis method, and each found almo.st simultaneously a 
star whose parallax was sensible. The stars are all so very 
remudt! that their parallaxes s<» far ns known are less than 1", 
and the dillumlties in delecting such small variations after 
all the changes the (th.s<‘rvenuid instruments tmdergo in six 
mouths are very great. I'his method has given positive 
results in only a very few oases. 



TBS STABS ABB NEBULAS 


499 



Another method which avoids, this difficulty is to find the 
parallax of one star wath respect to another. Thus, in Fie 
18o, suppose /S' IS the sun, and that A and £ are two points 
on the earth s orbit at the distance A£ from each other. 
Suppose S' IS the star 
whose parallax is desired, 
and that there is another 
star nearly in the same 

direction but so remote 183 . 

that the lines from A and B to it are sensibly parallel. 
Suppose that, as seen from A, the star S' and the distant 
star are in the same line. When seen from B their appar- 
ent angular distance apart will be the angle 5, which equals 
the angle a Since « is the parallax of S', the observed 
angle 5 is also the parallax. It is evident that it is not nee- 
essary that S' and the distant star should be in a line with 
either A or B. The difference in their apparent distance 
apart as seen from the two points is the parallax of S' with 
respect to the distant star. Now it is not possible to deter- 
mine in advance whether a star is so distant that it mav be 
used in this way. The plan is to compare S' with a number 
ot taint stars whose proper motions are small. The presumn- 

<^8 to be 

suitable for the determination of the parallax of S'. 

A sbght modification of this method is to photograph the 
stars at different times of the year and to measure^ their 
apparent distances apart on the photographic plates. Kap- 
eyn inaugi^ated this method by measuring plates taken by 
Donner at Helsingfors. A telescope of great focal length is 
advantageous in this work because of the large scale of the 
photograph secured. The results obtained by Schlesinger 
tlat ft" Yerkes Observatory slw 

reafized method have not yet been fully 

So far 43 stars have been found wKose parallaxes, as 
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measured, are 0.06" or over. The nearest one known is Alpha 
Ceiitaiiri, wliose parallax is 0.75", Since there are 200,265 
seconds in a radian it follows tliat this star is = 276,020 

limes as far from us as we are from the sun, A star 
whose paralhix is 0.05" is 15 times as far away. These 
statements moan that only a very few of tlie stars are 
witliin 400,000,000,000,000 miles of the sun. Beyond a 
doubt tlie great majority of them are many times, this dis- 
tance from us. Or, expressed in light years, the great 
majority of the stars are so far away that more than 66 
years are required for their light to come across the vast 
space wliich separates them from us. 

392. The Motion of the Sun. — Since the stars as a rule 
have proper motions, it follows that they move with respect 
to the sun as a reference ])oint. But if the observer were in 
the vicinity of a star having a proper motion, our sun would 
appear to him to liave an equal proper motion in the oppo- 
site direction. That is, motion so far as we know is purely 
relative, for we have no fixed points in space. But we may 
assume that on the average the stars move as much in one 
direction as another. This is equivalent to assuming that 
the Ciuiter of tlje whole system of stars is at rest, and this 
avssumption defines fixed space for us. Now we may attempt 
to find how the sun moves with respect to the system of 
stars, and this will bo called tlw motion of the S7m, Attempts 
have been made, chietty by iMichelson and Morley, to find 
the motion of our system with respect to the ether, but 
they have so far failed. 

A little over a century ago Ilerscdiel found from a study 
of the proper motions of the stars that, on the whole, those 
stars wliidf are in the direction of the consteliatiun Hercules 
apparently are becoming more ami more separated from one 
iuiothor,while those in (lie opposite part of the sky apparently 
are approaeliing one aiiot her. He interpreted iliis as meaning 
that the sun is moving toward the stars in Hercules, and it is 
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easy to see that this hypothesis explains the phenomena 
The explanation is like that of the fact that the rafls of a rail 

aie from the observer and apparently separate at any point 
as the point is approached. Herschel’s results were deSved 
from a hmited number of stars and were subject to coZ 
sponding uncertainties. Moreover, only stars with lar?e' 

weTusS!*'"''®’ P^®«““ably near the sun, 

More recently several other investigators, amonff whom 
may be mentioned Boss, Stumpe, Porter, L. Struve and 

tToT°° T^’ the direction of the sun4 mo- 

an^ ’ •+!, ^®sults agree approximately with one another 
e“ ‘hough there hae “Id- 

y 0 place the apex of the sun’s way a few decrees to 

of ^h? sta V® Herschel, and within 5» 

or b of the star Vega. The opposite point in the skv or 

awtjpea;, is in the general direction of Sirius. When stars 
with large proper motions are used, the anex of tbp 
^ot.„n co^ee out farther south thaa E ^Lh sVate 

L^etrprx 

the"pfnta“ hlJ1he"'‘“' *” “h®™ 

related stoL “ “ “ '"S' ?">“P 

Ita^^ 

oppostte direction will, on the average, “Upb 1? 

has leoentlj made a determination of the apex of the Sin's 
way from the radial motions of 280 stars Wp f,. ^ ^ ! 

. little west and about 10- south “ Sgiv!: b^tfa’pC 



502 


INTBODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 


motions of the stars. He necessarily used rather bright, 
and therefore presumably near, stars. This method gives 
not only the direction of the sun’s motion, but also its veloc- 
ity. The measux'emeiits of Campbell show that the velocity 
of the sun witli )*espect to the system of 280 stars which he 
observed is about 18 miles (20 kilometers) per second. At 
this rate tlie sun moves about 4 astronomical units per year. 
It is very likely that the motion of the sun with respect to 
a greater number of stars is somewhat, though not greatly, 
different. There is nothing to lead us to suspect that we 
shall be far wrong if we assume that this is the rate of 
motion of the sun with respect to tlie center of gravity 
of all of the stars which are visible. 

The stars are so remote that tlie sun will not move over a 
distance equal to that to the nearest one, Alpha Centauri, in 
less than 68,000 years. Tlie relative rate of approach of 
the sun and Vega is about 10 miles per second, and the par- 
allax of Vega is 0.11". Consequently it will take the sun 
568,000 years to pass by Vega. But Vega has a component 
of motion perpendicular to the line of sight of nearly 0.5" 
per year. This is about 4 times its parallax, which is the 
angle subtended by the earth’s radius as seen from the star. 
Consequently tljis component of Vega’s motion is about 4 
astronomical units a year, or a little more than its radial com- 
ponent with respect to the sun. It follows that, although we 
ire moving nearly in the direction of Vega at present, we 
shall not pass very near this star. In fact, if Vega con- 
t;inues to radiate the same amount of light as it does now, 
die motion of our system witli respect to it will never in- 
crease its apparent briglitness so much as one magnitude, 
md it will be 275,000 years liefore it reaches its greatest 
irightness. This illustrates how little tlie stars will in gen- 
jral cihange in apparent brightness because of the motion of 
Jm sun. 

393. Distances of the Stars determined from the Motion of 
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while the latter are independent of it. d has been 

assumed that the average motion m every threetion is zero 
it follows that the average of the foimier components ol 
verity vTould eqi^l the of tl.« lottor .1 .t woi-e .»t 

tor the sun's motion. Consequently, tl.e .hfterence m the 
two nvemges is the nvemge of tlmt ,«rt of the eon.ponent of 
motion along the sun’s path which is due to tlie sun s motion. 
?rom this result it is possible to compute the average par- 
allax of the stars under consideration because the suns 

"^^The priucSerwhich form the basis of this method of de- 
termining parallaxes are the only ones which give iis iiiiich 
We of finding out a great deal about the actual distribution 
Kif str It is iiheresting to note the dittcront kinds of 
work which contribute to the result. Inrst, tlic wholynob- 
lem of finding the apparent positions oi tlic stars at difteieiit 
times is involved, for the results depend upon the proper 
motions of the stars. Then the spectroscope 
furnishing the velocity of the s.ilar sjstcm, foi ivithoiit it 
the actual numerical results could not bo omn . 

394. Distances of the Stars. — The ancients supposed that 
the stars are fairly near the earth. Tycho 
detect their parallaxes with the crude instrumcn s » 

his day, which was before the invention ol the telescope. 
As he^eould observe no annual displacements, lie took tie 

results as meaning that the earth 'u-e 

that the stars are so remote that their displacements aie 

Insensible. Hiiice the errors in his It w must 

minutes of arc, we see how near lie ^ in 

be. Bradley took up the question of finding paialUxcs 
ms and discovered alierration. While he did not prove 
the motion of the earth by the parallactic i^^'tioiis ol the 

stars, he did do it by their abernitu.nal disphiccMin.i^^ls^ ^ 

.supposed that the stars are imieh nearer togethei than they 
have been found to he. In fact, the inuiguiatioii has never 
6(juulad tlia tnith in this nuitUu*. 
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It is necessary to select a suitable unit of distance in 
describing the distribution of the stars in space. Let us 
suppose a star is at the distance unity when it is 200,000 
times as far from the earth as the earth is from the sun. Its 
parallax is then 1", and light comes from it to us in a little 
more than three years. In round numbers 20,000,000,000,000 
miles equals the unit of sidereal distance, equals three light 
years. The unit of sidereal space will be taken as the sphere 
whose radius is the unit of sidereal distance. Since no star 
has been found whose parallax is so great as 1", it follows 
that the unit sphere whose center is the sun contains no 
other known sun. The earth compares in volume to this 
enormous space about as a minute particle only -gV inch 

in diameter does to the whole earth. The parallax of a star 
can not be directly measured with certainty if it is distant 
more than 10 sidereal units, and the results are very uncer- 
tain when this limit is approached. It is not likely that we 
know the parallaxes of all the stars that are within this dis- 
tance from our system, but down to 0.20" they are probably 
nearly all known. Stars whose pai’allaxes are greater than 
this amount are within the sphere whose radius is 5. There 
are 20 of these stars known, and the volume of the sphere is 
125. That is, in the vicinity of the sun there is 1 star to 
about 6 units of space. This is approximately the star 
density in our part of the sidereal system. 

We shall see presently that there are two main types of 
stars. Type I, of which Sirius and Vega are examples, are 
white or bluish white. They are intensely hot and have 
hydrogen atmospheres. Type II are the yellowish stars 
which include the sun, Capella, Arcturus, etc. Their atmos- 
pheres contain many metals. From his statistical studies of 
proper motions, Kapteyn has derived formulas for computing 
the average distances of the stars of various magnitudes of 
the two types. The following table shows the results obtained 
from his formulas down to the fifteenth magnitude, though 
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luust bo roj^'iir^lGO iis very tiiiccvtiuu beyond tlio uintli 
magnitude. It mast be reniembcretl that these are mean re- 
sults derived from the study of the proper motions of the 
stars. They may be mueh in error for the first few magni- 
tudes because there are not enough bright stars to make 


- 

Distance 

Magnitudr 

Typo I 

Type 11 

1 

3:3.7 = 101 light years 

14.4 = 48 light years 

2 

4:3.2=130 light years 

18.5=50 light years 

r)5.4 = 16G light years 

28.7 = 71 light years 

4 

71 . 0 = 21:5 light years 

30.4 = 01 light years 

5 

91 . 0 = 27:5 light years 

88.0 = 117 light years 

(J 

117.0=;i.3l light years 

50.0 = 150 light years 

7 

150.0=450 light years 

(54,0 = 1 i)2 light years 

8 

102.0=570 light years 

82.1 =240 light years 

9 

210.0=788 light years 

105.0 =.315 light years 

10 

810.0=048 light years 

135.0=405 light years 

n 

405 0 = 1215 light years 

17:5.0=519 light years 

12 

18 

510.0 = 1557 light years 

222.0=000 light years 

006.0 = 1008 light years 

285.0= 885 light years 

U 

15 

851.0=2502 light years 

:505.0=1095 light years 

1000.0 = 8270 light year.s 

408.0=1404 light years 


the statistical method safe. Tliey may also be much in 
error for the fainter stars which were not used in deriving 
Hie formulas. 

Our sun is surpassed in hrilliaiice by many other suns. 
I'hc measurements of Wollaston, Bond, and /iillner ®bow 
that its magnitude on the stellar basis is about — >. ■ 
From this we can cojnpute its magnitude as seen from any 
distance. It is found that if it were removed to the average 
distance of a tir.st-miignitudc star of Type I it would be only 
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a little brighter than an eighth-magnitude star. That is, at 
the same distance it would be only about as bright as an 
average star of the Type I. If it were remove^d to the 
average distance of a first-magnitude star of the 1 yps II, it 
would be of about the sixth magnitude. Or, at the same 
distance it would be only about yott bright as an average 
star of the Type II. 

395. Motions of the Stars. — The motions of the stars 
with respect to one another are shown by their relative proper 
motions, and by their different radial velocities. Since the 
absolute motion of a star can not be found unless its parallax 
is known, it is necessary to treat many stars by the statis- 
tical method. Our general knowledge of this subject is 
largely due to Kapteyn, who found that the average speed 
w'ith which the stars move is about 1.86 times the sun’s 
velocity. Since the sun’s motion with respect to the average 
of the stars is about 12 miles per second, their average speed 
with respect to the remainder of the stellar system is about 
22.3 miles per second, or about 7.4 times the earth’s distance 
from the sun per year. Since the unit of sidereal distance is 
200,000 times the distance from the earth to the sun, it fol- 
lows that, on the average, the stars move through a unit’s 
distance in 27,000 years. 

. Kapteyn found, as has been stated, that there is one star 
to about 6 units of sidereal space. Consequently their dis- 
tance apart averages about 3.5 units, and on the average they 
move over this distance in about 100,000 years. It is evident 
from these numbers that, if the motions of the stars are quite 
devoid of system, they will after very long intervals pass 
relatively near one another. It is found that there is about 
one chance in 40,000,000 that some sun will pass within a 
billion miles of any particular sun once in 100,000 years. • 

There are stars, however, moving with much greater 
velocities than the average. The star known as 1830 
Groombridge has a proper motion of 7.04" per year, although 
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it is SO remote Unit its paralliix is only 0.15'^ Therefore it 
travels yearly 7.04 -5- 0.15 = 47 times tlie clLslauce from the 
earth to tlic sun in a direction at riglit angles to the line 
joining it with us. This component of velocity is I08 miles 
per second. Its actual velocity is probably considerably 
greater. In 1897 Kapteyn discovered from measurements 
of plates taken by Gill and Innes at the Cape (Observatory 
a star having a still larger proper motion of 8.7^' per year. 
Its actual velocity will not be known until its distance has 
been measured, but it is certainly very great. There are 
now quite a number of stars known whose velocities witli 
respect to the average of the system exceed 100 miles per 
second. 

The large velocities of some of the stars have an interest- 
ing bearing on some of the more general speculations in 
cosmogony. Many who have reflected on the development 
of the sidereal universe have attempted to show that it could 
have evolved from a chaotic state in which the matter of 
which it is composed was scattered somewhat uniformly 
through the vast domains which it now occupies, and in 
which the various parts were relatively at rest. According 
to such i<leas every relative motion which now exists has 
been developed by gravitational force.s in the .system. But 
it can easily be shown by the principles of celestial mechan- 
ics that the mutual gravitation of the stai\s is not competent 
to generate such enormous velocities. If we make the very 
liberal estimate that there are 10,000 millions of suns of 
the mass of ours spread out in a space which it takes light 
10,000 years to cross, and if we suppose that a star has come 
from an infinite distance toward this sidereal system under 
the impulHion of its gravitation, we shall find that after hav- 
ing been subject to its entire gravitating force in one direc- 
tion for an infinite time it will arrive at the btu^ders of tlie 
system with a velocity less than 100 iniles.per second. This 
shows the weakness of such speculations* Bui aside from 
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them, there is no reason for assuming that the stars were 
ori<yinally relatively at rest, and hence we are under no obli- 
gations to account for their motions any more than we are 

for their existence. , , 

But the interesting fact of the very high velocities remains. 
So far as we can see, such stars as 1830 Groombridge will 
pass along in nearly straight lines and forever leave the 
visible sidereal universe in a very few millions of y eai s. Like- 
wise they must have entered the part of the universe with 
which we are acquainted not many millions of yjars ago. 
We are not yet in a position to appreciate the significance oi 

such startling facts as these. . t. . • 

The large average velocities of the stars show that their 
motions are nearly rectilinear and practically independent of 
their mutual attractions except at the times when two or 
more of them pass near one another. In this respect they are 
something like the molecules in a gas which move in sensibly 

straight lines except when they collide. 

The comparison of the motions of the stars of our sidereal 
system with the motions of the molecules of a gas is in one 
rLpect apt to be misleading. The motions of the stars are 
not altogether at random; there are many exam^es where 
groups of stars have sensibly the same motions. The Pleia- 
les md a large number of fainter stars in the same region 
"move in the same direction with the same speed. It is not 
to be supposed that this is the result of their mutual gravita- 
tion. It indicates rather a common origin,^ and their similar 
spectra point strongly in the same direction. Some more 
widely scattered groups such as the stars in the Big Dipper 
have parallel equal motions. Such cases are remarkable, for 
these stars are about one-tenth as far apart as they are from 
is. An observer near one would see the others as stars not 
'uch brighter than Sirius seems to us. This explains how 
can move in nearly parallel lines without speedily rushing 
ither because of their mutual gravitation. As has been 
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remarked, tlie sun is probably one oi a group of sometliing 
like 100 stars, and we may find that the great majority of 
stars are members of a limited nund)er of star families. 

396. Groups of Stars — the Pleiades. —Here and tliore 
throughout the sky are places whore the brighter stars seem 
to be ulusterod. These families of stars are of such magniti- ' 
cent proportions as to stagger the imagination. Among 
the best known are the Pleiades, the Hyades, Cloma Bere- 
nices, Prajsepe in Cancer, and Orion. While they differ 
greatly among themselves, a general idea of their character 
can be obtained from a description of the Pleiades. 

The seven brightest stars in the Pleiades are of alamt the 
fourth magnitude an<l they cover nearly o square degrees. As 
was stated in Art. 5(1, their proper motions show that they 
are so remote that their light comes to us in something like 
267 years. At this distance the sun would shine as an in- 
significant niyth-magnitude star. But it must not be imagined 
that those stars are I'eally close together. 1 hose which can 
be seen average something like half a degree apart. I hut is, 
they are somkhing like as far from one another as the 
group is from us. I’lie two or three years which would be 
required for the light to pass from one to another are com- 
parable to the time required for light to come from the 
nearest stars to the earth. 

The telescope reveals a large number of stars in thi.s region 
which one would not suspect from observations with tins 
unaided eye. (See Pig. 21.) The measurements of Klkin 
show that 45 of those fainter stars have the general motimi 
of the group, and are consequently very prohahly a })art of 
it, while 8 were found having differeut motions. Besiiles 
this there are nearly 2000 fainter stars which were not M 
examined. However, the fainter stars are less 
than th(*y are in most parts of the sky, and even in neigh^ho 
boring regions. . 

About 50 years ago Teuipel noticed a faint nebulosi* 
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near one of the brighter stars of the Pleiades, and in 1890 
Barnard noticed another one* In fact, he became convinced 
that the whole region of the Pleiades is strewn with very 
yfaint nebulous wisi 3 s. Photographs have made the most 
wonderful revela- 
tions. The main 
stars of the group 
are found sur- 
rounded with neb- 
ulous banks whose 
enormous dimen- 
sions are indicated 
by the scale of the 
system. There is 
plainly a condensa- 
tion around the 
principal stars, but 
the nebulous ma- 
terials do not have 
the uniform glob- 
ular forms of at- 
mospheres stretch- 
ing out billions of 

^^iles ft om ^ ® 134.^ —The Pleiades and Surronnding Nebulosi- 

Stars. Yet taint ties. FhotographQd by Ritchey, 

wisps extend from 

Star to star in a way which proves their intimate con- 
nection with these bodies. In 1893, Barnard made long- 
exposure photographs of the sky around the Pleiades, 
and found the faint nebulosities which he had suspected 
from direct telescopic observations. They cover more than 
100 square degrees in a region so remote from us that suns 
of the brilliance of ours are invisible without considerable 
telescopic aid ; in fact, so remote that stars which are sepa- 
. rated from one another as far as our sun is from Alpha 
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Centauri soom to ns to be less tliaii a degree a 2 )art. Beyond 
a doubt the star's in all this vast space are intimately related 
by their origin and their evolution. , 

397. Globular Star Clusters. — Perhaps more wonderful 
than the grou2)S of related stars arc the dense globular clus- 
ters. (See Figs. 5 and 20.) They cover portions of the sky 
generally less than one-half a degree in diameter, that is, less 
than the apparent diameter of the moon. There are more than 
100 of these systems known, and they often contain several 
thousand stars. A 2 )hotograph of the great cluster Omega 
Centauri in the southern heavens showed over 6500 stars. 
Deducting 1500, which the average star density of the region 
showed were seen in the cluster only by projection, 5000 
remained as members of this great system. Palmer counted 
5482 on a photograph of the great Hercules cluster taken at 
the Lick Observatory. There are also fine dense clusters in 
Canes Venatici and Pegasus in the northern sky. 

The stars in most of the clusters are very faint, ranging 
from about the twelfth to the si.Kteenth magnitude. It is a 
question of great interest whether these systems are made up 
of great suns like ours which appear feeble and near together 
only because of their great distance from us, or whether they 
are examples of evolution in which the matter was distributed 
nearly equally among a very large number of small bodies. 
In answering this question the first thing would be to fin^* 
their distances. It is not possible to measure their parallaxes 
by direct processes, and their probable distances can be 
inferred only from their proper motions. Unfortunately we 
do not yet have any positive data bearing on the problem. 
It seems, probable, however, from their apjjarent fixity that 
they are <li8tant at least 400 light years. At any rate, we 
may make this assumption in order to obtain some sort of a 
picture of what a cluster really is. At that distance our sun 
would appear as an eleventli-magnitude star. From this it is 
apparent that the stars in clustef^ ate quite resi^eotable suns, 
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thougli possibly smaller than our own. But it must be 
remembered that our estimate of their distance may be alto- 
gether too small. 

According to our hypothesis as to the distances of the 
clusters, their diameters are something like the distance from 
our system to Alpha Centauri. Whatever their distances, 
stars from one side of a cluster would appear from the 
opposite side about as bright as the Pleiades do to us. Their 
immense size means that the individual stars of which they 
are composed can not, on the average, be very near together. 
In a cluster of the assumed dimensions containing 5000 stars, 
the average distance of the stars from one another would be 
30,000 times the distance from the earth to the sun. When 
we remember that gravitation varies inversely as the square 
of the distance, we are not surprised that these bodies do not 
fall to the center of the cluster under the influence of their 
mutual gravitation, or even that in the few years during 
which they have been carefully studied no relative motions 
have been observed. There is plenty of room in them for 
almost indefinite motion without collision, and there is no 
gravitational necessity for any higher velocities than other 
stars possess on the average. 

When we consider the dimensions of star clusters and the 
■great distances between the separate stars, we are apt to 
conclude that they have no intimate relation to one another. 
But this conclusion is certainly false. About 10 years ago 
Baily announced that many clusters, perhaps 1 out of 5, 
contain very many variable stars. In a given cluster the 
range of variability is nearly the same, usually a magnitude 
or two, the character of the light variation is essentially the 
same, and the periods of variation are approximately, though 
not exactly, the same. The variable stars flash out for a 
short time with from 2 to 6 times their ordinary light at 
regular intervals of usually a few hours. Their approxi- 
mately equal periods suggest the idea that they are very 
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much alike, and that possibly the periods were originally the 
same, but that they have become slightly different because 
of some slight inherent differences in the stars, or of their 
different environments. Although the discovery of these 
variables is very recent, and the search for them by no means 
exhaustive, yet more than 600 of them have been found. 
Their relative frequency in apparently quite similar clusters 
varies greatly. None has yet been found in Omega Centauri, 
2 have been found out of 1000 examined in the Hercules 
cluster, while 132 out of 900 in the cluster in Canes Venatici 
were found to be variables. We have at present no idea 
whatever of the reason of their variability, but the fact 
points to fundamental similarities in the members of these 
great aggregations of stars. 

398. Double Stars. — A few double stars have been known 
almost since the invention of the telescope, but Herschel was 
the first astronomer to search for them systematically, and to 
measure their distance and direction from each other. As- 
suming, perhaps unconsciously, that the solar system is the 
normal type, he supposed the stars were only in the same 
direction and that they were not intimately related. His pur- 
pose in measuring them was to find the apparent motions they 
would have with respect to each other if they were unequally 
remote, due to the earth’s motion around the sun. From the 
magnitude of these apparent displacements it would be pos- 
sible to compute the distance of the nearer star. Instead of 
finding what he sought for, to his surprise he found in the 
course of a few years that some pairs were actually revolving 
around each other. Instead of a star having always a retinue 
of planets, in some cases certainly there are twin suns of 
essentially the same dimensions. They may have planetary 
attendants or not, so far as we know, because such objects 
would be beyond the range of our instruments even though 
they were a thousand times more powerful than any yet con- 
structed. 
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In the pest century m.ny observers 

John Herschel, and Burnham. About 12,000 pans ot ttouD 
stars are now known, and new very close pairs are consta y 
S- Ssoo^eied. ic«ey and Aitken found that about 1 
star In 18 brighter than the ninth magnitude is shown by 
£ Sck teleTcope to be a double. In not e^ry case »e 
two stars which are apparently near each othei_ in ® 
actually connected physically. “ Near ” ^ 

nection that the two components are not s®paiated fr 
other bv more than 20", which is about one-tenth ot the 
smallest angle the eye can distinpish 
Sometimes one component of a pair is much 
than the other, when they form a double 
live. But the chances are very much against theie being 
many pairs in the sky accidentally so ^ 

direction from us as the two components of a double sta . 
Hence it is probable that a very large Proportion of the 
double stars are physically connected. Those which are 
known to form systems are called binaries. 

399. The Orbits of Binary Stars. — The stars are so remote 
from us that the components of a binary system can not be 
seen as two separate stars unless they are a great distance 
apart. But when they are far from each other their periods 

are long, and observations must extend over many years in 
order to furnish data for the computation of their orbits. 
The double stars first discovered were those which were not 
very close together, and while in many cases we are now 
sure that the two components of a pair are revolving around 
each other, in only 35 or 40 have the arcs described been 
sufficient to give the orbits with precision. The orbits of 40 
of the best-known binary stars were computed by bee about 

10 years ago. , n. c 

The periods of binary stars range from about 5 years to 
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hundreds and perhaps thousands of years. The planes of 
their orbits are inclined at all angles to the lines joining 
them with our system, so that, as a rule, we see their orbits in 
projection. Perhaps the most interesting thing about their 
orbits is that generally they are quite eccentric. See found 

that in the 40 orbits he computed 
the eccentricity averaged 0.48, or 
more than 12 times that of the 
planetary orbits. 

400. Masses of Binary Stars. — 
The masses of the planets 
which have satellites are found 
from the periods of the satel- 
lites, and the computation is a 
simple matter (Art. 181). The 
masses of Mercury and Venus 
have been found from their at- 
tractions for other bodies, chiefly 
Fig. 185. — Apparent Orbit of Xi comets. The mass of every celes- 
Bootis (See). body is found from its attrac- 

tion for some other body. It is evident, therefore, that the 
mass of a single star remote from all other visible bodies can 
not be found. On the other hand, 
when the size of the orbit of a 
binary pair is known and the 
period of their revolution, their 
combined mass can be computed 
just as the mass of a planet and 
satellite is computed. The ap- 
parent size of the orbit is ob- 
served, and the actual size can 1S6. — Actual Shape of the Or- 
be computed when the dis- BooUs (See), 

tance of the star is known. At present there are only six 
cases of visual binaries in which all the required data are at 
hand. They are given in the following table, where the 
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columns are in order : (1) the name of the star, (2) the appar- 
ent major semi-axis of its orbits, (3) its eccentricity, (4) its 
parallax, (6) major semi-axis in terms of the earth’s distance 
from the sun, (6) period in years, (7) combined mass of the 
pair in terms of the sun’s mass, and (8) the light radiated in 
terms of the sun’s light. 


Star 

Appar- 

ent 

Semi-axis 

Eccen- 

tricity 

Paral- 

lax 

Actual 

Semi- 

axis 

Period 

Mass 

Light 

a Centauri 

17.70" 

0.53 

0.75" 

23.6 

81 

2.0 

1.7 

Sirius 

8.03 

0.62 

0.37 

21.7 

52 

3.7 

32.0 

Procyon 

3.00 

— 

0.30 

10.0 

40 

0.6 

8.5 

rj Cassiopeise 

' 8.21 

0,51 

0.20 

41.0 

196 

1.8 

1.0 

70 Ophiuchi 

4.55 

0.50 

0.19 

24.0 

88 

1.8 

0.7 

85 Pegasi 

0.78 

0.39 

0.04 

19.5 

24 

11.3 

2.2 


There are not enough pairs given in this table to enable 
us to draw any general conclusions with safety. The average 
distance of the stars of a pair from each other is 23, or a little 
greater than the mean distance of Uranus from the sun. It 
is altogether probable that in most cases they are farther 
apart than these stars, for those which are at great distances 
from each other have such long periods that their orbits are 
not yet known. The average mass of a pair is 3.5 times that 
of the sun, while the average radiating power is nearly 6 
times that of the sun. This seems to indicate that the stars 
are on the average relatively more brilliant than the sun, 
and this idea is supported to some extent by the excessive 
power of radiation of many stars, as, for example, the brighter 
ones in the Pleiades. 

When the orbits of the two stars of a pair with respect to 
their center of gravity is known, their separate masses can be 
computed. Of the 6 stars in the table we have the necessary 
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data with some approximation in the case of Sirius, Procyon, 
and 85 Pegasi. The masses of Sinus and its companion are 
respectively 2.5 and 1.2 times that of the sun. The corre- 
sponding numbers in the case of Procyon are 0.6 and 0.2. It 
is remarkable that in both of these systems where the dis- 
parity in the masses of the two bodies is not great, the primary 
is nearly 10,000 times as bright as its companion. Per- 
haps the companions have more rapidly run through their 
evolutions as great luminous suns, and are now approach- 
ing extinction. . 

According to the computations of Comstock in the case of 
85 Pegasi, the masses are respectively 4.3 and 7.0 times that 
of the sun. In this system the smaller mass is 100 times as 
luminous as the larger. Moreover, the spectroscopic method 
of classifying stars according to their age and state of devel- 
opment leads to the conclusion that this is a much older sys- 
tem than that of Sirius, and of about the same age as that of 
Procyon. Therefore we should expect to find the smaller 
mass approaching the dark stage instead of being so exceed- 
ingly brilliant. However, the data respecting masses are yet 
rather uncertain, and the contradiction with what has been 
found in the study of Sirius and Procyon may be due to 
errors in the data. 

401. Spectroscopic Binary Systems. — The spectroscope 
has contributed to binary star astronomy most interesting 
and important results. It has been mentioned in several 
connections that radial velocities can be measured by the 
displacement of the spectral lines. The application 6f this 
principle to the stars was begun by Sir William Huggins in 
1868, and approximate results were obtained for 30 stars. 
But it is only since 1890 that this has become an important 
part of observational astronomy. 

Suppose the spectrum of a binary system whose plane of 
motion passes through the earth is photographed. When 
one star, as A, Fig. 187, is receding from us, the other, as 
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.T^Droachino-. We may suppose, for simplicity, that they 

l to of a tori the violet. « the two to 

have the same spectra, all 
the lines will be apparently 
double. After a quarter 
of a revolution when 
they are at A' and B' 
respectively neither star 
will be approaching ^ or 

tlie lines will be double again. . i • £ ■i-‘Ui*cs 

TVip discovery of the first spectroscopic binary of this 
kim?was made by Miss Maury. at the Harvard Observatory 
in 1889. In the apparatus used large prisms were placed m 
front of the objective, so that the spectra of all the stars m 
the field were obtained at one time. Miss Maury noticed 
n certain spectrograms of Mizar (Zeta Ursm Majom), which 
^rrSn in 1887 and 1889, that some of the lines were 
double and in others that they were single. An 
tion of 70 plates showed that all the lines were doubled 
ueriodioally every 52 days, and it was inferred from this that 
the star is I binary. The components are not the ones which 
can be seen with a small telescope. One of these telescopic 
components is the binary, and its two ^ ^ 

too-ether that they can not be seen separately with the nios 
powerful instrument. Many other stars of the same class 

have been discovered. , -u u foUa il-.^ 

The method which has just been described fails if the 

snectra of the two stars are not of approximately the same 
'briahtness. Telescopic doubles often differ greatly in actual 
dimensions and light-giving power, and the same things are 
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to be expected of the closer pairs. If one star were dark, 
the lines of the other star alone would be seen, and they 
would shift one way and then the other from their mean posi- 
tion as the radial component of velocity changed. In order to 
detect these very slight shifts in the spectral lines it is neces- 
sary to use a slit spectroscope at the eye end of the telescope, 
and a comparison spectrum. That is, means must be adopted 
to determine the absolute position of the lines at any time. 
The first binary of this type was discovered by Vogel, at 
Potsdam, in 1889. He found that the lines of Algol shifted 
back and forth with a period the same as that of its vari- 
ability (2 da. 20 hr. 49 m.). This confirmed the theory long 
held that this star at times becomes dim because it is par- 
tially eclipsed, for the shifting of the lines agreed perfectly 
with the requirements of the explanation. 

In 1898, 13 spectroscopic binaries were known, but the 
discoveries have proceeded ^o rapidly in recent years that 
140 pairs, 6 of which were also visual binaries, were known 
at the beginning of 1905. In the catalogue issued by Camp- 
bell and Curtis it is stated that 72 have been discovered at 
the Lick Observatory and its branch in South America, 41 
at the Yerkes Observatory, 8 at the Harvard Observatory, 
7 at the Lowell Observatory, 6 at Pulkova, 4 at Potsdam, 
2 at Meudon, and 1 at Cambridge. To this list should be 
added 6 visual binaries which are also spectroscopic binaries. 
Seven pairs were discovered independently at two observa- 
tories. In 17 cases the spectra of both components were 
visible. 

402. The Orbits of Spectroscopic Binaries. — In the case of 
a visual binary all the elements of the orbit are known except 
its absolute size. If the distance were known, the dimensions 
of the orbit could be easily computed; but as we have seen 
the stars are so remote that only very seldom can their paral- 
laxes be directly obtained. If the relative velocities of the 
stars toward us are measured by the spectroscope, it is an 



TEE STABS AND NEBULAS 


521 


easy matter to find the size of an orbit whose period is known, 
for its circumference ecjuals the product of the relative 
velocity and the period. Since the apparent separation of 
the stars has been observed, their actual distance from each 
other can be computed. There is a good prospect of finding 
the parallaxes of many stars in this way in the course of 
time. This is again a case in which the most diverse pro- 
cesses unite to give important results. In all of these cases 
both the periods and the dimensions of the orbits will be 
known, from w’hich the combined masses of the stars can be 
computed. 

Let us now consider the case of a non-telescopic binary in 
which the lines of both stars are observed. The relative 
radial velocity of the stars is determined by the amount of 
the separation of the lines. If the plane of the orbit of the 
pair passes through the earth, the maximum observed radial 
velocity is the whole relative velocity. If the plane of the 
orbit is inclined to the line joining the earth to the star, the 
observed component is only a fraction of the whole relative 
velocity. The extreme case is where the plane of the orbit 
is perpendicular to the line of sight, when no relative radial 
velocity can be observed. Now the spectroscope does not 
tell us how the plane of the orbit lies. Consequently all we 
can say is that the actual relative velocity is at least as great 
as the observed radial velocity. 

Since the periods of this class of stars are always known, 
it is possible from this lower limit on the relative velocities 
to compute a lower limit for the size of the orbit. This en- 
ables us to compute a lower limit for the sum of the masses. 
In most of these cases the orbits are probably not greatly 
inclined to the line joining them with us; hence the results 
obtained in this way will be on the whole fairly approximate. 
Since we know that the stars get at least a certain distance 
apart, we may infer that they must be at least a certain dis- 
tance from us or they ooirld be seen as telescopic doubles. 
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In this case tlie computed limit may not be even ap- 
proximate, for any distance greater than this limit will 
satisfy the conditions. These I’esults are very precious be- 
cause they may be obtained however far the stars are away 

so long as they send us light 

sufficient for spectroscopic pur- 
poses. This means that with 
present spectroscopic equip- 
ment they must not be fainter 
than about the eighth magni- 
tude. 

The last class to be consid- 
ered is that where the spec- 

Fig. 188 -Shift in the Lines of Mu ^ 

Sagittani. (Frost and Adams.) Observed. The varia- 

The central strips are the spec- tioii in its radial velocitv e-ives 
tra of the star whose dark lines j, Inxvor Un.tf n ^ 

are shifted differently in the ^ -^OWei limit (because of the 

two pictures with respect to the uncertainty in the inclination'! 
S.‘ to the dimensions of its orbit 

, around the center of gravity of 

the two stars. The darker of the two stars is Dresumably' 
smaller than the brighter one, and if so its orbit \round the 
center of gravity will be larger than that of the brighter com- 
ponent. Consequently the relative orbit of the pair will 
generally be at least twice as great as the orbit of the 
brighter component. Since the period is known, a loweJ 
liimt to the sum of the masses can be found. 

The spectroscopic binaries are surprisingly numerous 

1 in was a spectroscopic binary, while 

3 In class S stars 
known as the Orion type. These results are very significant 

Sh ln““f i-cinembered that all those stars whose m-bits 
^e anywhere near to perpendicularity with the line of sight 
escape detection ; also, nearly all of those whose periods !re 
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more than a few months have not been found because of 
the limited number of determinations of the velocities of 
most stars ; those whose masses and distances apart are such 
that their velocities are low have escaped notice ; and finally 
some whose periods are about commensurable with a day 
may not have shown variable velocities in the limited num- 
ber of observations so far made. Taken in connection with 
the numerous visual binaries, these results strongly suggest 
that systems of two or more stars may be the common type 
rather than that exemplified by the sun and its retinue of 
planets. When the Laplacian ring theory was developed 
our system was supposed to be the dominant type. 

The periods of spectroscopic binaries so far range between 
1.45 days and 3.3 years, and possibly longer in some cases 
where the determination is not yet complete. There is now 
no appreciable gap in the periods between spectx’oscopic and 
visual binaries, and there is no reason for supposing that they 
are essentially different classes of stars. The eccentricities 
are not yet well determined for many orbits, but enough is 
known to show that they range from about the eccentric- 
ity of the earth’s orbit to something like 0.9. This is 
in substantial agreement with the visual orbits. The lower 
limits of their mean distances lie between 100,000 miles and 
100,000,000 miles. 

403. Interesting Spectroscopic Binaries. — Mizar. The first 
spectroscopic binary discovered was Mizar. Vogel’s later 
work showed that its period is about 20.6 days, proving in 
connection with the size of its orbit that the mass of the 
system is something like 20 times that of the sun. According 
to the parallax found by Klinkerfues, which it is likely is too 
large, the pair radiates 38 times as much light as tlxe sun. 
That is, the radiation seems to be greater in proportion to 
the mass than in the case of the sun. 

Spiea, Vogel found that the velocity of Spica varies in a 
period of 4 days, showing a radial motion of 67 miles per 
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second for the brighter component. If the dark one is of 
equal mass, their combined mass is about 2.5 times that of the 
sun, and their mean distance apart is something like 6,000,000 
miles. Since it has been impossible to find any parallax for 
this star, it must be excessively brilliant in proportion to its 
mass. 

Oapella, The parallax of this star has been measured 
with the utmost care by Elkin. It is at a distance of 40 
light years from us. At that distance our sun would be an 
insignificant object near the limits of observation without 
optical aid. While Capella and its companion emit 100 
times as much radiant energy as our sun, their mass is only 
17 times as great. The spectra of both stars can be distin- 
guished, though one is much fainter than the other. From the 
absolute shift of the two sets of lines it has been found that 
the two masses are about equal. The brighter one has a spec- 
trum almost exactly like that of the sun, while the spectrum 
of the other is like that of a supposedly earlier type of star. 
The stars of this earlier type are believed to be ordinarily 
hotter and more luminous than those of the solar type. 
Dyson and Lewis believed they obtained observational evi- 
dence of the duplicity of the star with the 28-inch Greenwich 
equatorial, although it appeared perfectly round to Hussey 
through the 36-inch Lick telescope. 

Polaris* This star has two darker companions discovered 
spectroscopically by Campbell. One is near the bright star, 
the two going around their center of gravity in a little less 
than 4 days, while the third is more distant and revolves in a 
period of several years. 

404. Origin and Evolution of Binary Stars. — The ideas 
of astronomers respecting the origin and evolution of stars 
have been unconsciously influenced to a great extent by the 
Laplacian nebular hypothesis. According to present opin- 
ions, the stars have condensed from more or less widely ex- 
tended nebulas. This seems most reasonable in the light of 
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our present knowledge^ The rotations of the stars are the 
result of the relative motions of the different parts of the 
nebulas, for the moment of momentum of a contracting mass 
remains constant. As the bodies contract they continually 
rotate more and more rapidly. When they rotate very 
rapidly they break into two parts, forming a close binary 
system. 

When a binary system has been formed in the manner in- 
dicated the tidal reactions of the bodies on each other become 
important factors in their further evolution. Darwin’s dis- 
cussion of the effects of tidal evolution pertained to the solar 
system alone, but See has extended the same ideas to the 
binary stars in attempting to explain the peculiarities of 
their orbits, particularly the high eccentricities. It has been 
shown (Art. 351) that the general effects of the tides under 
the conditions which would prevail would be to lengthen 
both the common period of revolution and the periods of 
rotation. It can also be shown that another consequence 
of tidal interactions under the same conditions is to increase 
the eccentricities of the orbits if they have any original 
eccentricity. See believes that the high average eccen- 
tricity of the orbits of binary systems is a direct evidence 
of the operation of tidal forces. 

According to the theory which has been outlined, the older 
a system is the larger its orbit will be. Therefore, on the 
average the visual binaries should be older systems than 
the spectroscopic binaries. Uow astronomers have a theory 
(Art. 411) of the relative ages of different stars based on the 
study of their spectra. According to this classification some 
spectroscopic binaries are old stars, and some telescopic bi- 
naries are still in the earlier stages of their development. 
There seems to be no definite indication of correspondence in 
the two theories. Their failure to agree must act as a stimu- 
lus for new researches in both directions. 

There are serious difficulties in accounting for the wide 
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separation of many of the binary pairs on the basis of this 
theory. In the whole evolution the moment of momentum 
remains constant. That is, the present orbital moment of 
momentum of any pair and their rotational moments of mo- 
mentum together must equal the rotational moment of momen- 
tum of the system at the time it separated into two bodies. 

. Consider the system of Sirius and its companion. If they 
once formed one mass 20,000,000 miles in diameter, its 
average density was less than y oV'o’ water. It follows 

from the present orbital momentum of the system alone that 
it must then have rotated on its axis in about 3.5 days. On 
the other hand, if the mass divided when it had shrunk to 
these dimensions, the two components must have revolved 
around each other, according to Kepler’s third law, at this 
inean distance in a period of 56 days. This shows simply 
that the theory of the origin of binary stars which has 

been described must not be 
hastily accepted. It can not be 
doubted that tidal interactions 
have important effects upon 
the evolution of binary sys- 
tems ; but if they have not 
arisen from the division of rap- 
idly rotating larger masses the 
rotations of their components 
may be in any direction, and 
consequently their tidal evolu- 

Fig. 189.-- TriM Nebula in Sagit- tion may be quite different 
tarius. Rhotographed with the . . i I i i i i 

Crossley reflector of the Lick 06- that whlCh has COmmonly 

servatory. l)een accepted. 

It is perhaps suggestive that there are many nebulas which 
seem to have broken in parts, and which appear to be capable 
of developijag into several separate stars (Fig* 189). 

405. Variable Stars. — A star whose brightness changes is 
said to be a variable. The first one known, Omicron Ceti, 
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was discovered by Fabricius in 1696. The variability of 
Algol was discovered by Goodricke in 1783. The next year 
he recorded the variability of Beta Lyrae. But variable stars 
were not discovered in any considerable numbers until 
toward the close of the nineteenth century. Now more than 
800 of these objects are known in addition to those which 
have been found so abundantly in some of the star clusters. 
Some of them vary periodically with periods ranging from 
less than a day to over two years. Others vary irregularly 
witlK)ut any apparent rule or system. Some flash out bril- 
liantly for a short time and then sink back into permanent 
oblivion. It is practically certain that the brightness of 
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Fig. 190. — Light Curve of Eclipsing Variables. 
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every star varies slowly, but there is no observational evi- 
dence of a slow secular change in any case unless it be that 
of Castor or Pollux. In 1610 Bayer recorded that Castor was 
at least as bright as Pollux, while it is now certainly a little 
fainter. Variable stars are classified according to the char- 
acter of their light variation. 

406 . Eclipsing Variables. — If the plane of the orbit of a 
binary pair passes very nearly through the earth, the stars 
will more or less completely eclipse each other every time 
they are in a line with the earth. If one of the two is a 
dark star and nearly as large as the other, it is clear the 
light received from the pair will remain constant except 
when the brighter star is eclipsed. As the dark star begins 
to eclipse the brighter, the light will diminish rapidly until 
the time of greatest obscuration, after which it will rapidly 
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nation of the orbit to the line of sight is T. If the stars are 
of equal density, the bright one is about twice as massive as 
the other, and their combined mass is two-thirds that of our 
sun. From the distance assigned to it by Chase’s measures 
of its parallax (0.035'')j is found that it radiates 80 times 
as much light as the sun, and that its surface therefore is 52 
times as bright as that of the sun. As classified by its spec- 
trum it is a very young star, while, strangely indeed, its com- 
panion is old and dark. Slight irregularities in its light 
curve led Chandler to suspect the existence of a thix’d dark 
star disturbing the motion of the first two, while Tisserand 
supposed the irregularities might be produced by the equa- 
torial bulges of the stars. 

There are several variations from the type of star just con- 
sidered. One is that in which the stars are of unequal size 
and both bright. Then each eclipses the other, but the 
amount of light shut off in the two cases is different. The 
light curve has two minima of different depths below the 
normal brightness. In one case at least both spectra have been 
recognized. Often there are irregularities which have not 
yet been explained- Sometimes the periods increase for a* 
number of years and then deci’ease again, showing possibly* 
the presence of a third disturbing body. In the case of Y 
Cygni the stars seem to be of equal size and brightness. 
The eccentricity of their relative orbit (0.145 according to 
Duner) causes the minima to occur at unequal intervals, and 
consequently distinguishes the two eclipses from each other. 
The fact that the minima are equal proves the equality of 
size and brightness of the two stars. 

407. Variable Stars of the Beta Lyrae Type. — There is an- 
other class of stars closely related to those which have been 
considered. Their light varies continuously, instead of being 
constant except at the epochs where it descends for a short 
time to the minimum. There are, besides, two minima, one 
generally much more pronounced than the other, while their 
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408. Variable Stars of the Omicron Ceti Type. — The stars 

of this type have long and very irregular periods of varia- 
bility. The example best known is Omicron Ceti, which 
has been observed through more than 300 of its cycles. Yet 
it has not been found possible to formulate any law describ- 
ing its phases. Its maxima and minima are subject to as 
great irregularities as its period, and there is no discoverable 
relation among them. In 1779 Herschel saw the star when 
it was nearly as bright as Aldebaran, while 4 years later 
it was not visible even through his telescope. This means 
that at maximum it was at least 10,000 times as bright as at 
minimum. Ordinarily 
its maximum is much 
below that observed 
by Herschel and its 
minimum consider- 
ably above. Omicron 
Ceti was called Mira^ “ Light Curve of stars of Omicron Ceti 

the wonderful, and 

300 years of observations have only added to the mysteries 
associated with its peculiar behavior. 

The general characteristics of the light curves of stars of 
the Omicron Ceti type is a slow, but gradually accelerated, 
increase in brightness, and then a much more gradual de- 
cline. The change is continuous. The spectroscope shows 
marked changes in the spectra of these stars, but no evidence 
of their being spectroscopic binaries. They are generally 
red and seem to be far advanced in the process of cooling. 
The cause of variation seems to lie within the stars them- 
selves, yet we can imagine no internal disturbances which 
would produce the remarkable fluctuations observed in many 
objects of this class. 

409. Irregular Variables. — In addition to the classes of 
variables enumerated, there are others whose variations have 
no semblance of periodicity. Some are distinguished by 
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examinations of photographs of this region of the sky which 
had been taken previously, it was inferred that it was at its 
maximum brightness (magnitude 4.4) on December 20, 1891. 
In March it began to decline rapidly, and by April had sunk 
to the twelfth magnitude. In August it blazed up again to 
the ninth magnitude, and then gradually sank away. This 
history is fairly characteristic of the light changes of tempo- 
rary stars. 

The spectrum of Nova Aurigse was full of surprises. It 
was double, consisting of a set of bright lines and one of 
dark lines. The first thought was that the two sets of lines 
came from two different stars. The shifting in the position 
of the bright lines showed, on the basis of the Doppler-Fizeau 
principle, a velocity away from the earth of over 200 miles 
per second, while the dark lines showed in the same way 
that their source was approaching the earth at the rate 
of more than 300 miles per second. There are abundant 
reasons for doubting the correctness of this interpretation of 
these line shifts, hut no satisfactory explanation is at hand. 
Equally puzzling was the radical change iu the character of 
the spectrum. As the star became fairiteSr the d'ai?k lines, 
characteristic of a star like the sun, disappeared, and the 
bright lines became like those of nebular spectra. 

A remarkable and more carefully studied temporary star 
was discovered by Anderson, February 22, 1901, in Per- 
seus. On the 23d it was brighter than the star Capella, 
while the photographs of Pickering and Stanley Williams 
showed that on the 19th it was not brighter than the twelfth 
magnitude. In this short interval its light had increased 
more than 20,000 times. A day later it had lost one-third 
of its light. The changes in its luminosity are shown in 
Fig. 193. 

The spectrum changes of Nova Persei were much like 
those of Nova Aurigse. The star speedily changed from 
while to red, and its spectrum ultimately became like that 
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nomenon, it was one of the most interesting things ever 
observed. The star and nebula are so far from us that about 
four months were required for light traveling at right angles 
to the line of sight to illuminate the nebula to a distance of 
3', an are barely appreciable to the unaided eye. How great 
the distance when an object moving with the velocity of light 
will not cover the apparent distance between the components 
of Epsilon Lyree for months! The actual collision and burst- 
ing out of Nova Persei occurred in about the year 1600, and 
the waves of light from that far-off source reached us only 
after the lapse of 300 years. 



Fio. 19i. — Nebulosity surrounding Nova Persei on Sept. 20 and Nov. 13, 1901. 
Photographed by Eitchey. 


411. The Spectra of the Stars. — The spectra of the stars 
differ as greatly as their colors. They were classified first by 
Secchi in 1863. More powerful instruments have shown many 
new facts, and have led to a number of new and more ex- 
tended systems of classification, particularly by Huggins, 
Vogel, and Miss Maury. The four types described by 
Secchi still form a general basis for classification, while the 
modifications are largely additions of sub-classes. The work 
is very intricate, and we shall have to content ourselves with 
a mere outline of it. 

^ Type L Stars of this type are blue or bluish white, as 
Sirius and Vega. Nearly one-half of all the stars are included 
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indications are that the spectra show an evolution with age 
rather than differences in size and mass, for these stars vary 
in dimensions from those which are much smaller than the sun 
up to Canopus (a star of early solar type), which seems to be 



Fig. 195. Spectrum of Sirius with the Companson Spectrum of Titanium on the 
Sides. Frost and Adams. 

certainly 200,000 times as great as our sun. These stars are 
about as numerous as those of Type I. 

Ti/pe UT, Stars of this type are red, and Antares and 
Betelgeuse are examples. Only about 500 of them are 
_known. Many of them are variable. Theii’ spectra show 
heavy absorption bands which are sharp toward the violet. 



Fig. 196. — Spectrum of Arcturus with Titanium Comparison Spectrum. Frost 

and Adams. 

■and which gradually disappear toward the red. Metallic 
lines are visible, but the cause of the so-called flutings is at 
present unknown. The fixity of the known red stars argues 
that they are immensely remote. Hence such bright stars as 
Antares and Betelgeuse, whose light is so largely absorbed, 
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must be enormous suns. They are almost certainly mai 
thousands of times greater than our sun. We do hot kno 
whether their specti*a depend upon the stage they hf 
reached in their evrolution or upon their constitution. 

Type IK The 250 stars of this type are all faint ancLr 
a deep red color. Like those of Type III, they are ofteij 
variables. They have heavy dark absorption bands, shar 
on the red side and indefinite on the violet, and thus in 
way just opposite to those found in Type III. The absorj 
tion bands are probably due to carbon, and the stars are callei 
“carbon stars.’’ Their faintness precludes their study ex 
cept with powerful instruments, such as were employed b 
Hale and Ellerman at the Yerkes Observatory in their extec s 
sive work upon these objects. They have been thought b . 
form the last luminous stage in the evolutions of the stars ; 
The fact that they have no measurable proper motions is 
indicative of their great distances, and therefore, possibly, oi 
their great masses and luminosity. They show a preference 
for the Milky Way, though they are not confined to it. 

Additional Types. (1) There are stars with fluted spectra 
which have also bright lines. That is, in the midst of gen- 
eral absorption there are glowing gases brighter than thjS 
photospheres of the stars themselves. These stars are always 
variables, and this fact furnishes a convenient method, emr 
ployed incidentally at the Harvard College Observatoa^, of 
finding variable stars. Omicron Oeti belongs to this specr 
tral type. ' ; 

(2) Certain helium stars show bright lines in addition 
their dark absorption lines. Curiously the dark and bright, 
lines belong to the same elements, and the bright lines are 
those which occur toward the violet end of the speetri^ ', 
Alcyone shows' some of these bright lines, though the stars 
of this class lie mostly in the Milky Way. 

(3) Wolf and Eayet, at the Paris Observatory, 
ered some stars of a peculiar spectral type in 
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in it. Their spectra are very bright toward the violet 
end, presumably indicating very high temperatures. They 
may be conveniently divided into two classes : («) those iti 
which the absorption is largely due to helium, while the 
metallic lines so abundant in the sun’s spectrum are almost 
entirely wanting ; and (5) those in which there is strong 
hydrogen absorption. 

The brighter stars in Orion and the Pleiades are excellent 
examples of class («). They are often associated with nebu- 
lous material, and they are supposed to be in their earliest 
stages after having condensed from nebulas. But the recently 
discovered fact that helium is one of the products of disinte- 
gration of radium raises- a question. These stars are often 
called the “ helium stars.” They show a strong tendency to 
be relatively most numerous in the Milky Way, and all those 
known are certainly very remote from us. They are also 
very brilliant. The star Rigel, which is a good example of 
this class, is inferred from its proper motion to be distant 
from us more than 330 light yeax's. Its great brightness 
means therefore that it shines with 8000 times the luster of 
our sun. 

The stars of class (J) are supposed to be next in order of 
evolution. They are often referred to as “ Sirian stars ” be- 
cause Sirius is such a splendid example of them. They show 
little or no helium absorption. This probably means that its 
spectrum has been suppressed by the other elements, as in the 
case of the sun, rather than that the element is absent. The 
absorption in the atmospheres of the Sirian stars is slight, 
and their great brilliancy may be due partly to this, although 
they-are usually regarded as very hot stars. 

T^pe U. These ai'e the solar stars. They are somewhat 
yellowish, and their spectra are characterized by numerous 
fine metallic lines. Tlxe hydrogen lines are still present, and 
in fact the gradations are such that there is no sharp line of 
demarcation, between the hydrogen and solar stars. The 
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